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“we should issue to them a set. of considered instructions.
I have thoughtover the matter for some time ‘and ITh
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A Wote for the guidance of the Text Book Committee.
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Till now, we had given only negative rules as directions to
the lembers of the Text Book Committee while making selections.
This has not resulted in any appreciable production of good text
books. The times have also chenged. We must also take into
account the great political and social changes that have come over
our country. The recent reorganisation of education in elementary
and secordary spheress has been made with that object in view. They
have placed a new and higher objective before the people énd our
text books for schools must be re-written with this higher objective

in view.

God w1111ng, this country shall ‘become one of the greatest
countries in the world. That greatness may not only be in wealth
or man-power but from the point of view of high culture and ideals.
Buddha, Asoka and Gandhiji are the representatives of our culture.
Our books must represent this great and ancient culture of India
S0 that every child may grow as a strong and healthy individual
with character 4nd nobility. To bring these ideals into practice,
the following detailed objectives may be observed for our education

in the preparation and selection of text books:

(1) To create a virile unified Indian people. Our work today
is to build a national character. This means educating children
not to be merely self-centred individualists to make their own way
in the world but to become a people who will work together to build |
a new world.

(2) To create a sense of unified people, we must discourage
separate consciousness of communities or castes and children must be
nade to feel kinship with one another as members of ome great |
family.

(3) Children must be trained in oonf}i\pce and strength. . To

do so, they mst begln mth laving confidence m thaﬁelv% ]

in their familities, in theu' people and in ’t.herr\ cdﬂmtry.
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(3) Children must be trained in confidence and stremgth. To do so,

they must begin with having confidence in themselves, in their

fainilies, in their people and in their country. Any words,

sentences or suggestions which go to demean or decry any community,

caste or people, avocations, must be avoided and any disparaging

references to communities with traditional vocations should be

évoided, vhile constructive suggestions for improverent may be given.
(4) Génfidence also implies faith in an ultinate Bower, viz. God.

Vhizle a simple and direct faith in an ultimate Power may be eultivatéa'

references to individual forms of worship of God in separate conm-

munities may not be emphasised.

(5) To infuse faith in the mtion, we must have faith in our
national heritage. ILives of our national heroes and our great cyl-
tural architectural and archaelogical achievements etc., may be
emphasised. ,

(6) While children should legitimtely be taught to be proud
of our country, history and culture, patriotism should not be alloweg

to develop into narrow mationalism.

(7) Tolerence and understanding between the various sections of the
communities is absolutely necessary if we are o create a unified race |
and to tat end, all religions ?uSt be respected and children must be
nade to feel that these are but different paths which people follow
according to their ways and temperaments and that all . lead ultimately -
to one goal and that is God, While the fundamental unity of all
religions should be emphasised as above, discussion of differences

in observance in various sects and cults may be avoided,

|

(b

(8) The value of work must be emphasised so that the existing r
barriers of prejudice between the so-called intellectual and mamnal

working classes may go. The fact that while we want great seientists,

administrators, etc., we want also the peasant, the weaver, the

' -
carpenter and the blacksnith and that these latier ave the tckbones

of the society should be emphasised.
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a; : (9) Lessons must be co-ordinated with crafts that have been

.

token up as basic crafts in schools as well as with the sekirikifes
' l3 setivities involved‘in personal hygiene in the home, school,
| or surroundings.

(10) Simple action songs and ballads infusing courage and
strength should be encouraged specially in elementary schools so

that joy may be infused in school activities.

(11) Emphasis on character as an essential quality must be

laid rather than upon ek wealth or intellect. Doing one's duty

b all closts and properlys and sense of chivalry and hardihood
as essential aspects of character must also be braught out.
(12) While a sense of pumour may be cultivated in text books,

gulgarity should not be nistalken for humour.

; : (13) Character should snclude cultivation of good tastes,
| ~ and good manners and alsvo +he capacity to bear with others and
‘j live with them. That character develops not in isolation but
“ . through living a proper social life and team work. Team work

is a combination of self-sacrifice, brains and sweat.

1 (1\4) While great jove and devotion for the country should be

el SN developed, an attitude of f riendliness towards other countries must

also be developed:

(15) Agriculture is our basic national activity and so, ¥
through books, respect must be infused for it as a national
{ndustry apd people Who are teking up to Agriculture must be
entitled to national respeclse ‘

(16) Books for children may be profusely illustrated and

111lustrations must be clear, interesting and educative.
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