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Extracts from an article "The Cautious Prude"”™ in the

weekly magazine nSwatantira of 27th August 1949.

It seems to me that in this matter As in
regard to so many questions at issue betwee india ‘
and Pakistan, faulty tactics on our part has made it
only too easy for our enemies to obscure the truth
and besmirch us. And we do not improve the situation
by violently oscillating between the extremes of
amiability and amour propre. &4 startling example

" of this instability has just come to light in the

p——————

Government's curious attitude towards religious
proselytism. Freedom to preach and propagate one's
faith has with ostentatious broad-mindedness been
proclaimed a Fundamental Right. But converts te .
Christianity are denied the special concessions whi ch
are being given to Harijans who ram@amin the faith of |
their fathers.

That argues a particularism surprisingly at
variance with the theatrical gesture embodied in the
Constitution. There is, in fact, a very good case for
confining the henefits to Hindu Harijans on the ground
that the idea is by all legitimate means to consolidate
the Hindus. But our raucously secular State is stopped
by its own dectrinaire declarations from putting forward
that plea,. Logic, however, is not its strong pointe.
And so we find the Madras Government notifying the
Director of Public Instruction that the aforesaid
concessions may be grantedto Christian reconverts to
Hinduism provided "authenticated certificates regarding
conversion from Christianity to Hinduism are produced".,

What is the principle behind it all? If
poverty is the test for the grant of these concessions,
why discriminate against Christians or Muslims? If the
intention is to give a leg up to Hindusim, why confine
the benefits to Harijans alone? In offering them to
reconverts to Hinduism are the Government ehuluting the
methods of the proselytising faiths which have always
relied mainly on economic inducements to swell the
flock? And if for the first time in history Hinduism
under its self-appointed protectors is goiné to enter:
the competition for numbers, why content yourself with
winning back lost sheep? Why not try to getinrab Aty
of the stray ewes and lambs of others as possible when
you are about it? There may be something toO Ee said
Tor the fanatic, nothing at all for the calculating
prude. -

/True extract/

Boqiet
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E. & P. H. Depte (Cl)

M.E.R. - Rule 92 - Grant of full fee concessions to Harijan
converts reconverted to Hinddsm. & 0

mamarznﬂumwﬂevl%955~49a3~ulnEdaaywda%e&—la-7-l949.

MEMORANDUM NO. %%‘\O] 44-\C\ EDN., DATED V- \ﬂ

« T In Memo No.10935-49-3-Cl-Edn., dated 13-7-49, the
Daz;i;%ya Zormed that there was no objection to Shristi=n
Harijans(f???iverted to Hindusm being granted full fee

-):\ » concessionﬁ sanctioned in G.0.N0o.1667=Edne > dated 29-6-481

provided the other conditions relating to the grant of the
concession§ were satisfied and that authenticated certifi-
cgtes regarding the conversion from Christimnity to Hinduism
were produced. The Govt. have since reconsidered the

matter and they have decided that change of religion for
purely monetary advantage should not be encouragéd. They
therefore direct that full fee concessioni sanctioned in

\$f\ G.0e. No.ligzzgi2:,&9;a§2hﬁg:5748, shall be made available

to ‘Harijan Gheistianms reconverted to Hinduxism only five

years after such reconversion. In the meanwhils,sucn

reconverts to Hinduism shall be treated as belonging to n;g

backward class(o .
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My dear Pai

Fducational concessions - Crant to Harijan converts >
on re-conversion to Hinduvisnm.

4
to Ramunni Menon and TelieSe Manits D.0. to you No. 74607/49

Please&réfer to your D.0O. No. D/S/8670ldated 23-2-4¢

-2 (1, dated 6th October 184€.
M ‘ - ° = . ° -

i T may to say that prior to June 1948 Harijan pupils in

secondary schools in this province were eligible only for

half fee edvessienadl concessiong. Converts to Christianity

or to any other religion from ie Harijan‘castedwere also

-

eligible for =ik fee concessions for which Harijans were

. eligible. In June 1948 thig Covernment ordered that Earlaan

pupils in secondary schools:é5§é€£be granted full fee conces |
siong from 1048-49., As the cost of this additional conces-
sion is met from the Harijan Uplift Fund - a special fund
for the uplift of HarijanSessse alone - 1t was ordered that

the concession in secondary schools should be applicable '

1
only toé%?ﬁ%)ﬁarijans and that converts would be eligible |

only for half fee concession as before.

0]

it ————

on—bhe—grant—of—futs fee—concession O~ Harijan—students was

meb—Lrom qnon-‘ P -E-n-nﬂ for +ha 111-\'\-‘-(:'4- o _1|.LL.LU-V- l'dl-LJdIlS“Only

SAIZbéuouz
At wa ordered that there shﬁniﬁ‘%e no ob3@ct10n to CthSENE@

han;%an—eonneaés who are reconverted to Hinduism being

-.! t has
Sowes |

grantdd e full fee concession.,

'ﬁhé“'m
since been brought to the notice of/Government tha Qh@+st1ap

Hempiferrpupits—get themselves reconverie d—%e—ﬂ*nﬂﬂism=ﬂﬁﬂﬁg£p

view to get_ bheo=benefils—of—ble full foe cdumeatiensal conces-{
siong. Thi# Government folt that change of religion for

purely monetary advantage should not be encouraged. They

are accordingly 153?1ng an order that hhe full fee

eml concessionglwmigs be granted. to n

PUHaee&uuatﬁhanrifkhw i isenA
lﬁujgansi?nlv five years after their reconversion-%o

B mmaione= Lo3ilY LEMES hoped that this order w111 have the effect
' e”wﬂyu»di-éyg

of preventing

]
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Yours sincerely,

: x } I ‘-- . R i ' R -
Sri Eo VQ Pai 9 I_o Co S; 9 Em
, Principal P.A. to the Prime Minister of T dia,

Prime Minister's Secretariat, New Delhi
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10 1-Roc.51.144-49/72 dated 13-2-1049 of the | -
¢ District Collector, Salem.

| Welfare - reconverts to Hinduism - official rec;ég;%ion
reconversion - procedure - information - called for.

e cmlidse a copy of resolution No.l pgssed at @he Meeting of
the District Harijan Welfare Advisory Committee held on 30-7-49

as i Harury, It is learnt that certificates of reconversion gr@nue@
to students are being forwarded to you by Heacdmasters on appl}catlon
by students for giving official recognition to_such raconversion

and for changing the name, religion and community in the records of
the school. Please let me know what the present procedure adopted
by you is and what are the organisations recognised by you as com-
petent to.reconvert families to Hindulsm and grant certificates
therefore,

Resolution:- Proposal by Sri Narayana Rao, Headmasters of
schools in the District may be instructed to consider the certi-
ficate of reconversion to Hinduism given by the District Harijan
Sevak Sangam and by the Gandhi Ashramam Pudupalayam Tiruchengode as
enough proof of the presént Religion of students in their schools,
who were christians once and now proclaim themselves to be reconverted
to Hinduism, ‘

Resolution: It wss understood that there is a recognised
procedure for reconversion to Hinduism. The Collector suggested
we should ascertain what the present procedure was in giving
official recognition to suech reconversion" and bring up the case
again before the committee.

£ Sd.xxX
for  Collector, Salem.

‘Re,71-27=D/49 dated 29-28-1949,

1

{

Submitted to the Director of Public Instruction, Madras.

2, In Government Memorandum No,10935-49-3 C1 Edn,,
dated 13-7-49 communicated in your proceedings Roc,1382-14/49
dated 5.8,1949, it is said that there is no objection to Christians
(Harijan converts) who mre reconverted to Hinduism being granted
the full fee concessions provided that other conditions are
satisfied, Y L

3. The Collector, Salem wants to know which are all the
organizations that are authorised to reconvert such persons to
Hinduism and what is the procedure to be adopted in regard to
changing their names, castes etc,

1 4. Orders are solicited whether the District Educational
Officer can permit the change In the names and castes of pupils

on the strength of the ceprtificates of reconversion, countersigned
by the Revenue authorities, &as issued by the organisations referred

fo™in para 3 above.

od,
District Educational Officer, Salems

(True Cogy)

for Director of Publiec Instruction,

V-
46;
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“%’ RS T &JIY’ 'B'F")‘I’LLM ONTT I .gzﬁi? ‘&‘.2‘6}*1 BE/A9)P i ' No:T,,28/50-A,1I(C),
- S, AR LLL W . \ A | L4 o i ‘-\ Government of India,
I e e i i R O N R T D 2 0 A oL o . " ‘ L2 17 i 4
Ly ** O0fficeof the-Director of ) i 18 dAN 1070 | Ministry of Educa\iis%/
__ Public Instruction,wadras | A e N ' : o
‘ s o < ew Delhi 3, the Januar 1950,
& 4 . Dafed 27--12-=%504g &\ _ ) I
P i () IR - §i18 e N, '
i. ¥ &N (S The Dirsttoriof Rubdic InstEugtiony, ¢ eyy gy D i .
] lladras. T TN \\ “ ' ' The Deputy Secretary to the Government of Indla.
gL e y -\\ L
| To The G ! 8 OB n o X ' %ﬁ To
| kT be;iretaryéto the Governnment, EG 1419 ' w4 ‘ G t of Mad i
3 . » Y3, ko T e +h Tha A ) The Secretary to the Government of Madras,
E 2% »~fﬁ§f R G gt Uglth Departments. » J Education and Public Health Department,
l- [Q» %tfb': ladras woucational buldes -, Grant.of fee concsssionto lawljan | sarag S
[, A\ s . Comnvertss¥e reconverted to Hinduism, T M, ¢ a3 e ' ’r‘/ o
L A Ve Ref,;\ F;*Gevu&%qem.lda.my%;/gfjﬁ U1 _saducation dated 13-7-49. ? : ‘ ‘
!. |, &3/ % n - 2.-Govi. Meno.No.6oo ?Q_/fv?“‘ C1 Lducttion deted 4-11-49. . T am directed to enclose herewith an extract from
\ ¢ QLI fased v X 0 a=F i L : :
‘5 n&i" s T . g il J\“@Z’, 13 B o= ALY BN s the Report of the Precs Section of the Legation of Indig
: "o ~Pledweslet ue umow ufgently whesher full fee concessionsgranted
to Larijan converts to Christian reconvertedstodibinduisn consaguent in Berne, Switzerland, for information,
%u ghe 1ssucilpﬁ Go-vamwg% liemorandun No:(1) quoted above will have 7
! o be cancelled in view of The orders issued In the«Goverament liemno- ‘ '
i‘ randun Lo.(2) quotved above. ; . Yours faithfully
- [P : f
], ) ‘) . e g \\\ L k L
17‘ 3 s 2 Q.AL./Q“—- o5 JL P o X i ’
b W 122N ; )
‘ : o . . X . for Deputy Secretary
4 For Director of Publiec Anseruction, L B R.K.7/1/%0 P
| . daidwD) | . 5
y V8.28.14. \ ;"’
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EXTRACT ‘ ) |
AT el 8 g e
medde of thé cleficall p s fecmplai t Hhepidnciples of

complete equality of all faiths as embo@ied in the Indian

constitution are netfbeinpg obgdrveéd im practice dn some x
provinces., The example of the Divector of Fublic Instruc- |
tion in Madras is cified whelis, gaid to.hdve.dssped an order
on the 24 March, 1249, to the effeét that the assistance {

to: Hari@and stude in thes ferm ofy nemissi ofsschool and |
college f@es%ill be gix%'r? ggy tg, Hindu 'ﬁijéﬁs and not ;
to thoge who have embraced, hpigtianity. ~“hes same official |
is said to have issueﬁgénd%ﬁéﬁ'ordefhon the Sf% bugust,
saying that, th hristian Harijens who become
.(recqnvggtegw%o ﬁ&ndgggm will be elieible for the remission,
a52he fCourriexrt of..Genevaseommentss. #These measures re-
precent a flagrant violation of the principles of a |
"Democratic and secular" state which pretends.to treat all |
ite subject on a footing of ccmplete equal;ty?% é

\' 1=

s 3fe ok 3k

- 3
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‘Off ice of the

R L2 \ ;//birector of Public Instruction
k/j// Madras. 1-2-1950 o~

Thé Director of public Instruction, %
b Madrase -

From

e —

T ATRY

N

N
o sk o
The Secretary to Government,
Educationsand.Public Heal th' Department,
Madrase.

Sub:-_M.E.R.—Feaﬁwpncessions'to,Harijan converts
reconverted ‘into flinduism-cancellation of

_concessionsg- anl. s
‘Z{Qﬂ_;‘GOVeTIImGnt Memoe Noe 10 1898/49-1 (&) Education

dated -3=1=50. .1

eI

pleage let me Know urgently whether the amount involved

WM ant of fee ‘concessions to Harijans will have to

in- the gr . lar
be recovered or whether, 10 is sufficient if the eoncessiong

are stopped due 1o the cancellation consequent on, the issue
of orders xkkk in the government Memo. quoted aboves

3- MWT ‘.Lu P _L

. . 2—TO
For Director of public Instruction.

N33 3/2
&bth>Z;]L’
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“;4
! The argument in respect of the first is that when |
"';th%POVGrty line is the basis for full fee concessions, l

f‘there is no reason to discriminate against Christian

. Hardjans whose economic status is not changed by mere&7
L)

embraclng Christianity.

it

I We have sought to anticipate
P
‘a charge on the Hari

? Jan fund which is meant only for
Hindu Hari jans.

|

This of course does not meet the provi 3

; I A X
Perso : |
| nally, I am not in favourp of full concessions
' to any on%)Hindu Or non-

- sion in the con ' :
B stitution of religious impartiallty.

Hindu Harijan They tend --

(1
) to make the parents even less concern with

the education of their children then before.
h

owever sma
11,has to be paid it can be expected that th

arent will
P take the trouble to see that the child stud es

roperly and
prop y Obtains some value for the money spent on pim

‘ (2) althoy
] gh the
: . amount of fees,in the elementarﬁ
l,stages a leastpis/considerable | |
. as far as the parent 1é
coneerned, 1%t is very conslderanle ip the
aggregate a

‘
| 8 \
)far as Government is coneerned |

o |

The question 4g whether

the expendlture of a large aggregate amount in thy
8

¥
iranner is Jjustified if 1t does not really pr

omote ed -
é@ﬁ@ in any proportionate manner o

F“ 3 J-;

!_.
]
0

sto a1l Harijans

n

Ohricti 3 | 14

!ﬁmri i ane or Hindus according to their o
6}

. éw* SACYy which may be judged by a minimum attendanoe§

s, hool , !

NE o S8y of 80 per eent. The Tinwpeial commitmenﬁ

1F net 11ke1y to inew
Reg ¥hlle there wil)l be the defin{te i

advantage that not only the fu
L but ‘bhe h
alr fee e@nee

T&ion
sllx R

i o N

Aot 3

e

\
|
|
\
\
i ¥
|

th! | &
Lls objection by placing the additional expenditure as X l—on~¢k;3]le/ Tﬁ“
: gt i

When a fee e

N in
e
.
.
{
-
A
A
(5!
A
L )
3
w"f
,f.’»'l"- S e
ool Tl EBHL A B o
e I n P

o L e o o o TN
o3 Aot .
will be 1n favour of children really ious to

benefit by their education. This point pan be consi-

1

dered if H.M.. abinet.

so desires by'the c
The second reference 1s to the award of full N b
fee concesslion to Christian Hariljans who revert o)

Hinduism.' In this connection the note of the present i

Governor-General when he was Premier at pp © and 10 s
of the G.C. at Flag 'H! summarise§ the position vgny
fully. If any one is prepared to change his reiigian'
for merely economic considersations he 1s worth very
1ittle and certainly»deserves nc,épecial concessic@.
from the State. However, es the G.O. has already
issued Rmr the EUXRERL change, if eny, may be made

in the next year and 1in connection With_the general -
q?estion of full or half fee concession, as may be
'décided.

. .

H MR & L.

&m wﬁm gy “H‘ b)j& ) ad ¥
,/‘\13~a,_J3;Jﬁf {>+\1~f\A (a;x¢,a~ {&:~k§ 4;43,a g 3
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H.M. discussed with H.M.(R.D.), The Harijan |

Welfare Ofllce? and the Additional Secretary, Publie

It was agreed that change of rellglon for purely

I

 was also agreed that the number of pupils who change
. nge

monetary advantage should not be encouraged, It
|

!

their religion in this manner cannot be Very considérable

for which reason any special treatment for them was«

-liable to create' a totally wrong 1mpres51on Time |

is the only factor to test if the change of faith is

real. It was accordingly decided that the order

|

issued shoulq be modified to come into effect only five

years after the reconversion, the reconvert in the

meanwhile being treated as a baclkward class. A draft

will be put up accordingly,
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5 EDN & P.H. DEPTT.(C1)

Educational concession - Grant to Harijan converts
on reconversion to Hinduism.

D.,0, from the Prime Minister's Secretaraat D/S/670
dated 23-9-14'9 °

—

S

-

+

Remarks of the Chief Secretary

Please let me see the papers. ;j K~
KoRoM.
26--9--L9.

Prior to the issue of G,0.No.1667 Education,

dated 29-6—&8}Harijans in secondary schools were eli-
gible only for half fee concession. Converts te
Christianity or to any other religion from the casteé
included in Group I (Harijans) of the appendix 17-4
to the M.E.R. also were eligible for all fee concess-
ions for which Harijans were eligible. In G.0.Ne.1667
Edn. dated 29-6-48 the Govt. ordered that Harijan
pupils in secondary schools may be granted full fee
concession from 1948-49 and the cost on account of
the concession met from the Harijan Uplift Fund.
Since the cost was to be met from the Harijan Uplift
Fund it was ordered that the concession newly granted
to Harijans in secondary schools would be applicable
only to E}ng Harijans and converts.will be eligible
only for half fee concessions as before. This seems
to have had the effect of making certain Hari jan
converts change their faith by getting themselves
reconverted to Hinduism. H.M.(E & L) and H.M,(Fin)
ordered that Harijan Christians reconverted to

Hinduism may be allowed the educational concessions xm

which Hindu Harijans were entitled to. - Vide Memo.

85
No,10935-49-3-C1 idn. dated 13==7==40. fF€L£-f3 < s
(_,,ﬁ) N L\,Q,c Y 4 LK“ Wl ~ Q.1 a\«* 4
4,(2? As a result of an article entitled "The

Cautious Prude" appearing in the weekly magazine
Swatantra Madras dated 27-8-49 the grant of full fee
concessions to Chriatian Harijans reconverted te

Hinduism is being re-exanmined, HM,{ldn & Law)

minuted as follows:=



"Reconverted Harijans. The matter can be re-exanined.

But I would like to-giscuss the matter with H.M.(R.D.) F’3 N.g

and the Dlrector of Harijan Welfare™

The £ile which is under f£% circulation

to H.M.(R.D.) has been got back from him and is

submitted below:

For orders whether that file may be

H.1M,{R.D.) has seen it.

sent to the Chief Secretary at this stage or after
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