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Vunmidi Ramiah Chetty Guruswamy Chettyv&~Gé.;”gﬁl.l
No.23 to 25, Nethaji Subas Chandra Bose Road, ‘
Madras-l.f‘ﬂl N

Gentlemen,

Ref:- Your letter No, 8299 dated 21-7-49 regardil'
the making of Medals for the Poet Laurea

I am directed to state that the Government accept "
apsign (1) submitted with your letter cited above for fi@el‘
silver Medals with the Govt. of Madras Emblem embossed in L
Gold, subject to the following alterations:- | ”
(1) The letters "ASTHANAKAVI" in the respective
languages, i.e. Tamil, Telugu, Kannada, Malayalam and
krit, should be inscribed in an emboss in gold at the bott
on the front side of the Medal. A
(2) The name& of the Poet Laureates should be im
in English on the reverse of the Medal.

2. As already agreed to by you, a silver‘chain {
suitable size and length should be attached to the |
I am to ask you to arrange for the delivéry of the M
by the 12th August. I am to state that neeessa@j  o
at the rate of Rs.115/- per Medal will be made on reeeﬁﬁ%»:?
of the Bill of Cost. ﬁ}'r"
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the acquisition of his peculiar popular attractive
powers

style and X¥¥xxx of dramatic representation. He has
drunk deep of the springs of Tamil Literature =
ancient as well as modern - and has assimilated 1its

spirit and made it his own; his writings bear evidence

of his scholarship and learning.

He is a.fervent patriot. Even as a student
he was captivated by Sri Aurobindo Ghosh and his writings
in the years following the partition of Bengal and even
then as a student his jdeal was to work for the emancipa=

tion of the motherland. An opportunity offered itself
in 1920 when he had grown to be a man, vhen Mahatma
Gandhi started the non-co-operation movement; he then
threw himself heart and soul into this movement and
vecame one of the staunchest disciples of Mahatma
Gandhi. He had courted imprisonment many a time in the
course of the battle for the Country's Freedom. When
Mahatma Gandhi started the Salt Satyagraha, his famous
lines “a,}&ﬁs;f,é‘ A88 &' o *H‘ﬁﬁ""-’ Gt VEED 165"
calling upon the peopie to enligt themselves as soldiers
4n the 'bloodless and 'swordless' war Dbrought him great
popularity and he was acclaimed as the Poet of the
Congress . During the Vedaranyam salt Satyagraha it was

during their march.
those lines of his that were sung by the Satyagrahisf

our Poet is the product of Gandhism and an
ardent follower Of gandhi. In hie poetry it may be
gaid he foliowed the foot-steps of Subramania Bharati =
the greatest of the modern Tamil Poets - and he con-
tinuved and perfected the work begun by Subramania Bharati _
Subramanié gharathi's inspiring songs roused the country
grom 1t alumbey &nd lethargy and made 1t vibrate IREBWIt),

a new 1ife,patriotisid, vigour and fury. Thifx@WxRRIXLX
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This new spirit began to run to excesses and there

wag a danger of the country falling a prey to violence

and disorder. It was at this juncture that Mahatma

Gandhi came and stemmed the tide of violence and dis-

order and directed the fervour and enthusiasm of the

people roused by Bharathiar into the channels of non-
violence. Our Poet has been the preacher of the Gospel

of Gandhian Non-violence through his melodious ¥umaEs verses
and it must be recognised that he has succeeded in gspreading
the ideals of Satyagrayha in the Tamil Nad and enthroning
candhi and Gandhism in the hearts of the Tamilians. ;

candhi is his hero and he places him next only to God.

He has published several Wo¥rks - some prose and
some poetry. Malal Kaklan (Lo v Foe1 o7 57 ) My Life
(c7~7 &) Aryans or Dravidans (%‘S'\U“”wé’.g"’"""-ﬂﬂﬁg)
are some of his prose works. The heart of the Tamilian
(&gt Lour> ) Homage to Ganahi (HA38 H3ES)
Prayer (ngaf‘éi5%“7 ) are some of his poetical works.

4

He and She (cH oy 2127 reads like a novel written

in verse; The interest is sustained throughout from the

beginning to the end.

Ein All his works are distinguished by

sweetness and inspired by high ideals.
simplicityZ They are all extremely populdr and written

for the enjoyment and e@levation of the common man. He is
a believer in the unity of God. One may say he is an

Hindu but he is by no means & geéctarian. He has kresxkedx

preached the oneness of God though He may be worshipped
im under different names and in different ways. He has
been spreading the message of national unity: he de=
precates distinctioms which are sought to be made on the
ground that some of us are %n%nd some Xx® Dravidans
and points out how such distinctions have no basis and ?
emphagises that we are all Indlans and Indians alone.
Personally he 18 kind, sympathetic and generous. He

has ennobled the philosophy of work and the charka -
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immortal
is omuEXEX verses.

Among the Tamil poets living in the Province
of Madras he holds an unique place and has won the
affection and reverence of all. In recognition of his
service as a Poet he was given a purdse in 1942 at
Bangalore and subsequently all over the Tamil Nad
the public have gathered in large numbers to honour
him. Special mention must be made of the meeting at
Madras in which thousands particlpated and in which
our beloved Rajajli presented him a purase in appreciation

of his services.

He is a shining light among the modérn poets
and he will always live in our hearts as a Poet and

patriot.



T MOST IMMEDIATE. () pupite (rerstica) pest.
- 9
U.0. Note No. 4700/49- 4) gatea (- 8-

Sub: LEVEE - Award of jnsignia of Poet Laureateships -
14th August 1949 - Detailed Programme.

Ref: U.0.Note No. Rmkx 4700/49-1, Public (Political)
dated 3=-8-1949.

60210 -—-- K.

l

it The Education and Public Health Dept. may be requested
|

|

|

with
to furnish this dept. immediately/a copy of the finalised

1 programme on the above subject.
i with necessary car passes
it o. Twentyfour invitation cards/may be sent to that

Department with the request that half a dozen cards may be

sent to each Poet Laureate for the use of his near relations

the - function.
TR N A T
i 1._2 "'?JJ"\, ;3:‘

o £l s ¢
- A & \ B

To the E. & P.H.

(with 24 inv -*géf '~ Superintendent.
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Pul %«é . )
/»%M | T.& PoH. (G2). }A
(v ) JLetter No. 243 #9-92/47 |0 Bdn. aated {445 . |

.~ (1) = Sri Namakkal Kavignar ' !' !

V. Ramalingam Pillaiy Poet Laureate for Tamil,
¥ 48 Namakkal (Salem*Dt.)
L2 (1 Mahakavi Vallathol Narayana Menon,
}WM }w Poet Laureate for Malayai;.%m,
L SO N ¢/o. C.G. Kurup, No.l, Pisfop Whallers' Avenme-
)\ ' K -Bast, Mylapore, Madras. - 5 :
~ NS
bt g
S

< A

R
o ?;9"" (2) sri M. Govinda Pai, Poet Laureate for Kannada,
T Manjeshwar P.0O., South Kanara Dt: L
(+) Mahamahopadhyaya Sri K.S.Krishnamurti Sastrigal, |
Chief Professor of Vyakarna, Rgmeswaram Devas= 3
thanam Patasala, Mathurai. ‘}m

(with enclosures to each) .

- Sir, } SEee : ' |

{ ‘ )

| \/,K T am directed to state that the Govt. of Madra:
JiaY 4 T 5

B 7o s g~y propose to hold a public Durbar at the Rajaji Hall,

T
3 ’ . al'i?’ﬂ hA :Mpy, x
? &l{s hf;‘ i ‘ Mount Road, Madras, Ian the’14th August 1949 for the {
% i3 ¥ N “
e die o v award of the insignia of "Asthanakavi' on you. His, 18 1
= ! ! ::
= XiQ. o4 A3 Excellency the Governor of Madras will preside over the |
R |

Durbar and present the insignia of the title on the
occasion. I am directed to ask that you ma.& make it
- convenient mm. to attend the function on that date. g
You will be allowed a singlé First Class fare in respecsfi
of your joufheys to and from Madras and a daily allow- ( “
ance of Rs.5/- for your halt at Madras on the 14th |
August. Intimation as to the%‘em of

the Durbar Yoire—h %&3:? |

: be—-eent—sepana-tely

herewith X
T am to forward/half a dozen invitation cards
~ ’

3

with the necessary car ‘passes, in respect' of the Durbar
for the use of such c;j‘. your near relations or intimate
] ~
friends whom youAlilze to invite for the function.
‘_;t,.}u{ ) ‘-’_;‘ i A VT ¥ b

Yours faithfully,

VA
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nr 194G6-50 - Payment.

. Posts Laurcate - Honorarium

Q' | :’5" aref ol .

"‘1*»;,253@/49, - Read again:-- G.0.No.2627 Bdn., dated ©.12.1947.

@ o oo 814 T~ Dy 2221849
RO, RPN Momo.No- %%z@g{@&mn..dmed % 2 [2]%F

: > .~ The Government desire that the M'Poote Laureate
da,t}zd 22.3.1949 -

" ; ROL aa;%ﬁi;:piod of five yecars - na:mcs‘_@gwen in the c,oay of th?.,

,s_:_},OOO/-e 7

' [ ' G.0. attached - shruld be paid the honorarium of |

off

decasion

title of Poet Laureate on Sunday the 1l4th

in31gniaéﬁf the

o ;_;"' E August 1949, and that the payment shnu'fld be by means of
. 3 ,_ O ";‘a chnqx'-‘m in favour of each. The A.G.,Madras, isir‘aQuﬁ'gﬁgd
_";4'. 1 tal be so good as to arrange Tfor the proparatioﬂ < xor of -
. J :','-'-"]r":"-_:"j — mocossary checques in their favour and Torward the ch0qups
-'H,“V": € %, ‘to the sc*crotary to Gov‘c.,E & P.H. Deptt., ‘co-—mnrrow(}gs«
-Q?ﬁ‘é‘;;ﬁ* : '

Mﬁ

(with oncl =

Lol AG -of G B )_

‘3.4 ¥

‘Finance may soc.

Note.

.
N
r ' | ‘
1 v k 1 i
: i :
Bk e S E S T




"\rfe a Sathavadhani Kalaprapurna Sri

¢ { %

y ’T ALD., IX. Genl. Oﬂice of the Accountan' -General Madras.
77
Fort St. George, dated the 12th August 1949,

Egelosures-

L

L «A'! &}F@OM e
.

~ THE AOCOUNTAN T-GENERAL

=
5=
>
3

The Secretary to Government of Madras
. Education and Public Health Department,
Fort St.George, Madras.
SR,

Lix ,?fbgeet.- Payment of Honorarlum for Poets Laureate for -

1949-50 -
ﬁ Beference'-Government Memo, 26382 Gz/m dated AT
‘ 12-8-1949 g

4, I have the honour to forward herewith five cheau '
4 -g£ s, 1000/~ each drawn in favour of the Poets Laurea%ees i\

i noted in the margin* towards the payment of ‘honorarium |
ary jf%r thg year 15249-5@.kiAgferbdisbursement{Ithe payees' |
&5 stamped receipts may kindly be obtained a a
b R DR d forwarded to )
|

i

{

'*:'_gl Sri Neimical Raviotas | ’Yours faithfuj.lya

V. Ramalincam Pillai

- Chellapilla Venkatasastri Garu
ahakavi Vallathol Narayana Menon
L Gov:mda Pai
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Gfo &, ({{ Kenip & 1y Mool B ~—Mahakavi Val%etholl; Narayana Mghon
Whp@éw A Wa«m?f,, 3 ’“‘?“’”f @»j‘/b Mangaleamy, Tirar-{South-M

gy g —

; u@ﬂkv Sri M. Govinda Pai, Poe
!"M ey ‘%,f:??/ Aot Lk rg-m;f ﬂvg

COpy to the Accoyntant-
General, Madrag,

)
oo S.L”

s b i, Reddi,

C{O y&uw%"’ﬂs \g\ ‘

b/

B & BOHO(G2).

K e at

Letter No.b(? #9449~ Ean. dateq !

,%” To A )
p r
\¢  Sri Namakkal Kavignar, &

V.Ramalingam Pillai Poet Laufeate,
*”" "iwu Faagan AL, Tm m} N&m‘&k}f& ‘

(-~ Sathavadhani Kalaprapurna Sri Cnellap11 a
z Venkatasastri Garu, Poet Laureate,
Ksheerasagar BUlldlngS, Governorp

Poet Laureate
3 Lﬁ kL(para 1 onlﬁ

-———_--—_-—---—----——----——— el el ey

aureate, Manjeshwar P.0.
(South nanara Dt.,)

hahamahOpadhyaya Sri K.S. Krligzémurtl Sastrlgal

Chief Professor of Vyakarna, Bameswaram Devas—
thanam Patasala, Mathurai, (para 1 only)

Sub:- Honorarium for the Poet Laureate for 1949-50.-4
Stamped Receipt for the sum of Rg, 1000/-

Refs= Fremwthe'Accountantaseneral
Genl.37 dated 12-8-49‘

Madras, T.A.D.IXs

With reference to the Che que

' for Rs. 1 OOO/- given
[y{'C_
Sy o e A S Y N W

the amoun‘gL due to you for the year 1Q49-50 I am dlrected ;
|
to request that g Stamped Rcceipt therefor may please be !

7m~4
fact oﬁLhaV1ng done so mamama)lntimated to Governm nts
" D g cﬁqbqyam- Z*U“‘

o, qutﬁquvq1ckeqnqzwnsipanded to Srl B. Gopala

Honlble Minister for Finance, who will deliver it

|
sent to the Accountant- Ceneral, Madras, direct and the 1
|

-

£0 yOUfwtin bt AABUE VOl

Yours faithfully, 21






. From: M.Govinda Pai , Cp “
’ Poet Laureate,(Kannada), \
| . Manj'eshwar PeDe

' P SoKanaPa'

i To
] The Secretary to Government, o
- Tducation and Public Health Departmenmt,
_adallin. Bl S M ADRAS.
(_s-éi_?.: =
NiE
X PN :
sir,

Ref. your letter No.61289-G2-49-1,

d)L+,° Zducation, I have todgy sent a stamped receipt
é)({»‘ ' for Rs.l000/- only (one thousand only) to the
Accountant General, Madras, acknowledging the

hororarium received for the year 1249-50.

RN A il ,}—»M—i

Yours faithfully,"

Madras, !
# 22nd August '48.%

P
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. ('r ,a"-'. >~ 4
Ao /4 T' ub:- Poets Laureate
\\ "V & X o Sul e -

W\ s 9
i\\ \ { 104
B s ;\ 5

W\ &2 ]

¥V

L Q“‘

the travelling and d

- Durbar held on the 14%th instant -

Claim of Travelling allowance - Instructions.

The Poets Laureatep are requested to claim

aily allowances admissible to them

in connection with their attendance at the Publie

~.  Durbar on the 14th/
' \

and fro and a daily

the Bills to the Sec

—TTT

uwek 1949,
hat is, & Single I Class fare to

allowance of Rs.5/-, and forward

retary, Edn. & P.H. Department,

/A T.A.Bill form is for-
warded herewith for
their use.

e Pai aﬁ#ézdcountersig

——Eg}t Siliie G335ge, ga 5257( el o A SN B preéented by

the %gf?ada Poet Laureate is returned to Sri M. Govinda“

nebbgéi.

The Poets Laureatep are requested to present

the Bills, after countersigngture, at the Accountant-

General's Office, Madras,&i’&ﬁ the coneerned District

Cortera e

= ; o N R ol
Treasury for payment{ #& ﬂ*ﬂL“ﬁy‘*”“““”*}N&*“?*Jﬁiuqn

N\

»
Adorven, }

‘In addition to the single First Class Railway

fare and the Daily allowance of Rs,5/- on the 14th,

a mileage 6f Two anhas per mile may be allowed as a

special case where it is claimed.

The expenditure will be debited to M37. r. Edu-

cation - General - Miscellaneous - A.(1). 8. Other

grants',

The Director

is requested to take action %o

provide funds by reappropriation or otherwise,iw e les—-

of funds. g

e

y Q) §§9k

\/\/ Spi Namakkal Kavignar 'LM?
~' V.Ramalingam Pillai, L

Poet Laureate ip Tamil,
/”Tamil Pannai, qheaga-
/'royanagar.(wiqtcu&QD

\/ sri Vallathol Narayana
Menon, Poet Laguregte 12 ,
Malayalam, c/0, c, G.Kurup Esde,
No,1, Bishop Whallers {}Viﬂ?‘e‘;
-Fagt, Mylapore, (PeTole)

W U %
1o § %i% | 2|4

el ox 42 v>\/Z: o,

/ cel 3 %
dﬁF The Accountant-General is requeSted to authorise
¥

the payment of the amounts claimed either at his

office or at the Bistrict treasury pending provision
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, ScHoFIELE 3 LETTER
D) Om:nwu. 3 ngn

;me Aecauntant Gene:
Kadras.

sub eets Poets Lanneat.e - 'mb‘lic

i * TDurbar Medals and Shawls - Bills -
5. Payment - requested.
. Reference: memo. No. 26382 62/49-16

e ' Education dated 26~8-49 from the
~ secretary to Govt., .Education &
g Publxc Health Department.

J '. - .-:h i ﬂ-q-—-m“n l‘(‘-

- :J'l--. .

- As directed by the Secretary io

~ * @overnment, Education & public Health
7':," . pepartment in his Memorandum cited above,
~ we send herewith our stamped receipt for

i
e 5.459-1-0, being the cost of five shawls
~~  supplied by us - vide our Bill dated
~ 9-86-49. e shall thank you to favour us
I S .fﬁh your cheque at an early date. '
.‘,-; w ._%:‘I
R cl: 1 stanped
o Reuﬁipt fnr . 459-1-0.

Copy to the secret.ary to Gowt., Education
; Public Health Dept., Madras for
inlormation.
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ADDRESS

BY

HONBLE SRI MADHAVA MENON

Minister for Education and Law

ON THE OCCASION OF THE AWARD OF THE
[NSIGNIA FOR POET LAUREATESHIP



ELLENCY

your” EXC
| AND FRIENDS,

vs of the British administration the
d assumed major importance as the

' DURING the ia
| i a
English lanfgltlzie(}ovemme“t and the courts and as the
langl.lage ?'nstruction in schools and colleges. What-
%medluzlop:ages accrued from the assignment of this
l ever nvfo- English, it 1s well known that, thereby, our
} posﬁllQ Lages came to be neglected. With the attain-
| own ar;gfre:dom on the 15th August 1947 and the
" ment O [ a popular Government at the Centre

!
I 3 t o
abllSh,men
festd in the Provinces, the Government took up for
| and 1 oy
a . consideration the steps to be taken for revivifying
¢ active

nt languages, namely, Tamil, Telugu, Kan-
Jam and Sanskrit, not only with a view
ties to authors of merit in those langu-
play to their literary talent, but with a
king available to the common man

1l branches of culture.

our ancie
nada, Malaya :
to affording facili
ages to gIVe free

giew also to ma

. . .
general information on

Languages are the indestructible expression.of the

‘ o spirit of a people.  They are the pndi an.d
the badge of the different peopl.es of the world. Their
wealth reflects not only the intellectual but also the
moral and physical greatness of the Peo;?le. T,ha_l our
own languages have survived the hIStOl‘IC'al .VICI.SSHUdeS
of the country is at once a tribute to their vitality and
to the character of the People. That they h;‘we
continued to be rich both thought ?md expression
was the augury of the independence whl‘ch tbe country
has won today. Therefore, in attaching mportance
o the revival of our Ianguages,‘the Governmer'lt have
been concerned with the wider 1ssue of enlarging the

greater life of the people of the country.

guage what a flower is to a plant.
has tried to put his finest
hts into metrical words, the better to ens}.]rine

From our ancestors we have accordingly
inherited the Rig-Veda, through centgrlés during
which everything else has perished. Slmll.ar]y the
Ramayana and the Mahabharaté have survived, on
account of thelr imperishable guahty, all the ravages
of time and chance. Attention by Govetrnment to
is no luxury ; it 1s attention to the

life by which a people lives.

Poetry is to lan
From the earliest times man

thoug
them.

poetrys therefore,
seeds of the larger

Poetry is not only a link with the past ; 1t 1s also a
link with the future. The Poet Shelley regarded

poets as the unacknowledged legislators of the world,
those who see into the inwardness of events and point
{, new and unknown ways. We owe to poets that
they have exposed social injustices, long before they
yere removed.  That poets beautify and glorify life is,

¢ .ourse, well known. In our own existence, m

o
]

which there are few of the pleasures known to other

tountries; the Ramayana and the various songs of the

tommon pﬁ()[)l(‘ have supplied much of the joy in life.

f

[t would not be exaggeration to agree that in our very .

poverty, the poet .
« By his magic has transfigured

All that 1 beneath the Sun

To a better sound, a finer view
And——loveliest tale of all that's trye
He tells that you come to spring
And that spring returns to you.”

[n these crcumstances, the institution of the poet
laurcate was integral to our past civilization. In the
courts of ancient kings, poets and scholars were
honoured and flourished. Under a democracy, the
houses of the people are the courts of the Rul .~ in
which our Poets deserve to be installed. My pre-
decessor Sri Avinashilingam Chettiyar accordingly came
to the conclusion that in each of the Tamil, Telugu,
Malayalam, Kannada and Sanskrit languages, the
poet laureate should be designated. Five selection
committees were consequently constituted, on each of
which there were representatives of universities. They
have selected , '

| Sri Namakkal Kavignar Ramalingam Pillai,
Narakkal (Salem district)-—for Tamil,

2 Sathavadhani Kalaprapurna  Sri - Chellapilla
Venkata Sastry Garu, Vijayavada—for
Telugm

3 Mahakavi Vallathol  Narayana ~ Menon,
Mangalam, Tirur, South  Malabar—for
Malayalam,

4 S M. Govinda Pai, Manjeshwar  (South

Kanara district)—for Kannada,

5 Mahamahopadhyaya o K. 8 Keshnamurili
Sastrigal, Mathurai—for Sanskrit.

It is significant, but by no means strange, that the
five poets laureate have contributed greatly 1o the
struggle for freedom through the genius of their
poetry. Never divorced in feeling or fellowship from
the non-violent Satyagraha, that raged for three
decades against the armed might of one f the most
powerful nations, our poets leaureate were not ¢ idle
dreamers of an emply day,” who asked themselves
petulantly like William Morris, *“ why should [ striye
to set the crooked straight, "on the contrary, every
one of our laureates ideniified himself with the martyr
heroes and set to word-music not only the moral achiev-e-
ments of the Mahatma and his men, but also the new
code that would build a new India around the chaths
harijan, kisal'1 and. worker. I\/[a'hamahopaclhyaya
Krishnamurthi Sastrigal, our Sanskrit Laureate, has

the MAHATMA VIJAYA, 4 Champu
poem which deals with Mahatma Gandhi, N,pak.

kal Ramalingam Pillai, the Tamil Laureate, has sung

written

many a poem Dot only about the Natiopy) Ieaders
like Mahatma Gandh, Jawaharlal  Nepy, Tilak
Chidambaram Pilai and ~others, but p, ) -
composed popular pieces on the constructjye r;)-
gramme of the freedom movement such a5 Prohibigon

harijan uplift, village industries and temple o
>4 0 ry.

|
g
“%
{
\
|
|
|
|
|

Vallathol Narayana Menon has likewise a commenda-
Nationalist to the

unrivalled vigour on

ble record of freedom poetry.
core, he too has sung with
nationalism and nation-building activities. His poem
““ Flag Salutation " is sung all over Malabar whenever
the Tri-Colour is hoisted. Brahma Sri Chellapilla
Venkata Sastry, the Telugu Laureate, i1s nearly 80
today, weak and bed-ridder. Yet he retains a lively
interest in current affairs and his recent contributions
on topics like temple-entry, harijans, communism
provide interesting sidelights to his general theory
of life.  Sri Govinda Pai, the Kannada Laureate,
evinces an equally passionate love for liberty. In his
VAISAKHI there 1s a memorable passage on
[ndependence in which he warns an alien nation
against imposing its will on a slave country. Sri
Govinda Pai has also written moving pieces on
themes like “ Quit India,” and ‘‘ the Assasination of
Gandhij.”

But the preceding remarks on the link between our
new Poet Laureates and the Independence Movement
should not be laken to mean that the present incum-
bents of these new posts were appointed with their
political background in mind. These literary personal-
ities have been awarded laurels because they are
poets—the best poets —in the land. This is recogmzed
by the common people as also those who study poetry
critically.

Closely allied to the scheme of poet jaureates 1s the
scheme for the award of prizes for the best books 1n
the four regional languages—Tamil, Telugu, Kannada
and Malayalam. Six prizes of Rs. 500 each for
Tamil and Telugu and of Rs. 250 each for Kannada
and Ma]ayalam have been awarded to the following $—

Tamil.
i Srt M. P. Somasundaram—Poems and Songs.
2 S T. K. Manickavasagam—Mathematics,
Astronomy and Engineering.

3 Sn P Tirukutasundaram—Children’s
Literature.

4 Sri A. V. Subrahmaniyam—Medicine and
Hygiene.

5 Sri K. ' S. Nagarajan —Educational methods,
Philosophy and Physiologyv.
6 Sn -J“““‘da%’ni\.\latura] Scie.uce.
oy 1 elugu.
1 Gadivar ’ "
(.lad‘lyalaln \/enka[a Sesha Sastl'l—‘POems
and Songs.
Sri :
Sjé-lmmalamaqaka Madhavaran’la Sal'ma and
Iltl N. Venkata Rao Prose Works—
~lterary (.I'ltlclsm (pl'ize to be divided
equally).

|§)

3 Sl'l(‘M. Ra‘[‘)illf‘édu and Syi (G, V. Sitapati—
hildren’s Literature “(prize to be divided
equally).

4=

Qo o .
oI Saoteh J<>g1ra]u~~~ Agriculture.
5rt M. Somasekhara Sarma— History.

/ . N1 . )
6 Dr. G Narayanamurti— }‘{\'glene

I

| Y
\ .
| medal and a shawl today, and an honorarum
A Rs. 1.000 annuallv for bve years to the chosen Laureat.

| . i ) . ) :
| L invite Yow Excellency kindlv to award the s a

Q’DQ/;

Y /

Kannada.

Sri Ranganatha Diwakar—History.

Sri K. Vittal Shenoy—Science.

Sri M. Ranga Rao - Novel

Sri B. Venkataramana Bhat— Poetry.

Sri M. Thimmapayya— Criticism.

Sri Gamaki Gunduramayya—Children’s
Literature,

KL -

N Ut

Malayalam.

I Sri V. Sreedhara Menon—Poems and Songs.

2 Sri Karoor Neelakanta Pillai—Short Story.

3 Sri S. K. Pottakad—Novel and Drama.

4 Sri M. C. Nambudripad—Physics  and
Chemistry.

5 Sn K. E. Job—History, Economics, Politic
and Sociology.

6 Sri P. N. Moosath—Educational
Philosophy and Psychology.

Methods_

In the institution of laureateship and prizes the
Madras Government trust they have taken ap
appropriate step in their educational policy. It is their
earnest desire that this policy should embrace the
enlightenment of everyone in the province. ~ Compul.
sory education on the basic pattern is the first step
which the Government are taking in respect of children .
In respect of adults, the Government of India have
offered an annual grant of about 18 lakhs, which it i
inlended immediately to use to establish adult school
n the premises of the existing secondary and larger
primary schools.  In this connexion full use will be made
of Audio-Visual aids, so that science may facilitate and
expedite the difficult task of educating the old. In respect
of secondary education, bifurcated courses are being intro.
duced to supply a practical basis, so that the country is
duly supplied with the technicians required for its progress.
University education is growing of itsell, the colleges
having increased from 78 in 1939 to 107 in 1949,
which is evidence of the success of secondary education.
We are not neglecting other activities. In the matter
of physical training this province takes pride of place
For music, we have established, with a grant from the
Government of India, the Karnataka College of Music.
For military training, we have sanctioned the enlist.-
ment of 6,000 cadets, some of whom have provided the

Guard of Honour today. [t is the earnest endeavour

of the Madras Government to create by its educational

activities the proper human foundations for its own

future and for the greatness of the country.
Any material reward to a poel,

expects, will be too small.

of our vegard to the laureates. | mwite the Hon')

; ,
Premier 1o award the honoraruam

which he neve-

Nonetheless to signify ouy

‘egard, the Government have decided to present 4

i
i

)
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POETRY AND THE PEOPLE

.| want art and literature that can speak to the millions ", declared
Mahatma Gandhi. True to this sentiment, the Madras Government have
selected as Poets Laureate five luminaries who are essentially the peoples’
choice. The appointments form a formal ratification of the popular desire
of the masses, for these poets reigned supreme in the hearts of the people long
before the institution of Poets Laureate—first of its kind in India—was

considered.

Shelley described poets as the " unacknowledged legislators of the world "'
It is but fitting, therefore, that the " acknowledged legislators "'—the men
at the helm of State affairs—should hasten to pay their meed of tribute to
these brother helmsmen. The new Poets Laureate are honoured not only for
their dynamic role in the freedom struggle, but also for their paramount
influence on contemporary literature.  This is at once the privilege and the
duty of a people’s Government which has a vital stake in the cultural
renascence of the country.

w|f thou hast two loaves, sell one and buy hyacinths to feed thy soul,”
counsels a Persian aphorism. These are days of biting scarcity and bitter want
in the sphere of material goods ; but let us be thankful to our Poets Laureate
for providing hyacinths to feed our souls.

K. MADHAVA MENON,
Minister for Education,

1A
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Sri Namakkal V. Ramalingam Pillai, the Tamil Poet Laureate

I
When falls the soldier brave.
Dead at the feet of wrong.
The poet sings and guards his grave
With sentinels of sony. .
Tamil Nad in recent davs was given ch:m.cg }to‘]_x:\(juce[n]t‘i
traditional love for song and thought, vindicate its beliel 1m
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success of the
Gandhia.n creed
Tamil Nad rose

freedom  struggle and  pegffin its faith in the
of Truth, Non-violence, \Work and Unity. ‘*_---‘31:1(
: to the occasion when (o Madras Governm®
%glz‘lgg(tleNa-]r?rlgk-k'all Ramalingam Pillai ‘\\‘itl: the ];un:(‘ls of vtho ?}fl
Poct b b.omJ(:It.\ ‘t')ejdt’ every rhyme of the songs of the Numa &-rr"
the Batosrine. 1 e(-;r Ih.e blood and tears glpq by countless unu'l_\u“‘
despair that ainﬁméf} tl{ngz.llnl spent _])'\.‘ the leaders and the 1
: Every poet of m'l'()ll'( f ;““'“ l”‘} ‘]f“’l'llou' Slage-bapn iy 0i
N invoking hig \I'n(s:le Sill.ll”er l‘i'\_ 4 Special characteristic .:1_}_)}){_(:
his Grecialt{ m 'tl‘l e ton bad his Bjplical theology, e
: ythology, Byron his Saraee

weh
at®

: s TCE ]1(151’“
revelled in corc el oo i nic encounters; Kall®t
g VS‘ :sedsonul festivals  while Kamban chose the lem:*~
who sot}«r}ftl(tll t(-).o-m times, 'l,‘.au'nl Nad produced two major P”t.’,;'
detades (t),r ! 1€ llnsplmtmn m the ope burning theme of lll"(

' ore—the freedom struc e [ an
Narialsls - reedom strugoele. my.¢ wore Bharatht
dm(t-kl\all Ramalingam  Pil|aj o Birey wrere B
amalingam Pilla; ; ' A7yt
o lai is a perfect ex 1andhid!
. b ex: . " # 2 2.4 (
ollower, Ti s fint I Xample of the true Gandit

— e el 1]]
vari ‘-\lgtfnues of Party forces that made ,:“h-l,]‘v

accepted in its ent".,lm.]s features  of the Gandhian code.
ety every phase of the hasic Congress 1
as

gramm

o e, llot 1)6(:' g

v wse he wys .

Was a g, ] Heowas a sound gipategic because
good soldier, Khadi, charka trategist, hut (

3

8 @ o a3 sle .
dic . : i 0 PRI 2
and & uplift, rural ndustries—these url ()h‘]bmo”: aith ith o
of t]t() he sang of }jg faith in e e e the .
e : d SN t : b
ililll(:]l?l)enden(-e movement et became e
alingan . I"il.lui was  horn in
: s family in N
: Venk

subserihe to the

e

the poc

; (&
5]1111)1 "
{a]

=

()(_tol Qo) 4 .

¢ c yer 1888, 1 d

111 ¢ <4 . 7 ) .

ataram ]);ll]l‘:ill:i\‘(‘ll,nd[ t&l;lk I Salem dlst',.-lct‘.l)“””.

o vand head g in the Mok
Ran: . ; constable in the 1 2 0

lim Were ginle {dllldllllgdlll was th able

i

; e gj elo!

There had heen a %n?lg‘hth and @lie .qevel; bchim
Cor g few . : < mun born sfore. but the

1© birth of o U few minutes, No before,

o
Qs ith f w family bt i
the wopdg ‘f Son with fervent jov onder the bl Jet
S 0 P " . JHYY .
" The o an elder who hyq

‘] 0 0 b 'p(‘illt
ig] hlege; ther gratefully M p:
the Jyer .g 1th son will She
USsty-lungeq b
Song oy =

e . e (1[ the ()xpe(‘tzlnt 111017 hut
‘ will the . il‘ s ay rech H
S o A attle did they th

hunaﬁnganﬁs

. 3 - 1
'S to rgle Tamil Nad W

Carean hoyh

areer, hut there wepo e

adle w,

Jate”

reflects ¢y, -
It

reflect f his
No special mdjc (

bri is
: ightness o

4 ationg of a divine d

to poetry. In fact, as a 1)()}*]R:l111:11i}1%gnl \:zliihn1((:;:ltmi:l.‘ﬁstedBS:
Tan oral art: he took to pantimg w great zeal. O
:Ill:l]‘.'?jh“lllj‘“ spent dry ul-ill?lll(*ti(' plnssos .(].1';1\\:!115"..sllﬁipt\l‘ill:u;
sketehes and cartoons, he did \.vellnm Qt]u;l Mlh'l-e'(.t;" S
regular prizeman, [):ll"ttll(‘lllliil'\‘\' in Tamil, but panting .
emained a passion with him. o ‘ )
“m.-(‘ilf]t“((*l('1 Ilazl%tl'icnluting from a Salem school he ]'mne.d Tl‘lt‘ ?\P“(:d
(‘ollege, Tiruchirappalli.  Here he  won acelaim n .\p(lﬂ'q- t}uw
studies, but he left college barely after a year. .\lm.utDt‘ n.T -
he developed ear trouble and (?esprl‘to an .()pt’l‘iltl()llfhu\ Dr. _.(.L;n:
Najr, he became partially deal. [he blindness o[‘ ;\Illt(.)n- m 5
venienced him  socially, but did not ‘ hundl_cnp his gen}}lT. W
Ramalingam's dealness, like Beetlm\'.en.s or Vallathole's, 1s a m.bu
event, as the kevnote of his %mvt'r_\‘ is its sonorous rhythm, meal

o recited rather than read.
v b.—(\ftl;l(.m]euving college,  Ramalingam married )Illtl):lln?llzlll,‘
dauglzer ol his el(lm'. sister.  This \vzlsAone (:)f AthOSe 111{411103..1') TL
marriages which begin Imd_l}' and end as an 1d~\.11. .Thgu\ \.\«15 1‘1
peignant finale too. After feurteen years of married life .lhe (‘oup(
had no children, ;‘md the elders advised :111)()1[191"nnll'rmge,' 11‘)1‘0})(')‘54;
ing a younger sister of L\Ipthzunnml. I\unml_lnvgmn 'Pll u \\11
adamant, and refused to consider a second marriage while his wife
lived. . ) )

e« What if T die? " she asked. The next morning she passed
away.

11

“ As nightingales feed on glow-worms, so poets live upon the
loving light of nature.”

Ramalingam Pillai became a taluk office clerk and then a
teacher. But his heart was not in his work and so he h.eoum'e a
pmf'es.qi(mul painter. .\ chance encounter with an inﬂly*nt‘l:ll v.he'*nl
put him on the road to success: and in 1912 we find him receiving
a gold medal from King George \ at the Delhi Durbar for a
painting of a C'oronation scene.

Through the vears the Muse teased him into sporadic efforts.
Oceasionally he would compose a few lines, but the fervent glow
was lacking, the magic spark was absent.



And then came
Party had come

5
) reSf
: g ;. 'The Congr
the period of storm and stress. T
Government,
‘é [

) s
to the first of manv showdowns with '1ll‘l]‘BxM[§e\\’
and Mahating Gandhi led the ll:llj()l! lll(f)i:“.l.esr“
Jar "—Satvagraha. Ramalingaim Pillai, an “"““f‘ . ° His
man from 1914, hajleq the struggle in his injmitable pottl.‘“' val 10
particular geniug needed thig sharp drizzle of pational upheavi
burgeon forth into flower—

“ Without blade, without blood,
There comes q War,
Volaries of Truty,
Join from afar.
Croueh not 1o shoot
No life to pe taken
This new mode of battle
Has the world shaken.
No chargers, no o
No murder in the fray
Nobody to be the foe
No desire to slay.”

lephants

11T |
= Poetry is the spontaneons overflow of powerful f"‘""”f/'\'f’ I,,
takes itg origin from emotion recollected iy tranguillity.”  (Willia
Wordsworth =)

. . .y > 1 5 .71 "
Ramalingam  Pillais poetry Tulfils o]y the first requisite ©
Vordswort},. The  Salem Poet compose(
speak, anq

in  the saddle, so 0
rarelv. waited for whitehot €motiong to cool into ('()‘l;;
venient placid platitudes. The oceasion fopyg the poet reaiy "5{““
a.song  on hig lips. -~ When Rajaji lianchieq )0 \'v(hu‘un,\“'\'
Satyagrahg i, 1930, Ramalingam Pillyj Sng the song of the new
non-violent technique and thouszmd.\'. of Youthg responded  to the
call. The song still remains a favourite martiy] type with the non-
violent soldiers of Tamil Nad. Hpuntpmnns combustion can htl'
an-apt description of the poet’s Composing methods, for the m-(x.l(?
Poetry was kindled in g flashing second T, the spark of struggle:
Not for him the long notes, the
rhymes

S Cated
obseupe il”llﬁinn\‘, the rejecte
» the revised drafts.

' ' his works—ol a lambent

1 ique explains the quality of llnf \\\nfl\.\lmtun ot

ol [(’Ch““lm"t ning. The poetry of the con ; wtaph\'.\‘l(f‘cl[
glow. pure and ;.‘fll'\q( it iERtic crepuscularism - .” e e
verse never dfﬂ*lnflf‘ s there a strained metaphor, Ll‘ O
ey I\('\'G.l‘ 1‘t“:s'imilv. His  word pl('[.u]‘ei )\)(luof -
e s ﬂ;““h)(l)ll\ll(l’llllt.\'. magic  eternity—as his - vision
aught inoa me .
I(':l('[:('(] by war.

“ Wail of mothers weeping
State of devils seeping.

dtanza, and
i i il tanza to stanzd
) itv of emotions carried him {rom .\ttuu;lth - Pu.\'smnutc
Sincerity haste ol his Tines lit up a ﬂ(n](-ll( e
the breathless ‘] : he descend into the met 1d o . ?u‘ts' e
Pt B i fowg ic and disputing L ;
e ' ‘or | cold logie ¢ S ok e
eader:  not for him 5 ilosopher Pascal ; ©
the u‘l(; believes, like the French philosoy e o His
e - eas NOWS 11 g ol SR
apparently its own reasons which reason ]‘\n]“““ PR e o T
‘ l . ‘\ 5 g v
R Is are therefore directed straight t
ticT appeals | o
it i sty s designe
listeners. s they were, for Ramalingam’s pm.tl_t g iy
i thU“t( 11: conaregation, not read in cold Pl”.ri\-u\' i
Y Q at o lal b ) . : .
et '({l't for rhyvthm, an ear tuned to 1]11_\111(“?'“ e dngzling
. 4 ( N ' (e
8 Hﬂhllﬂ! - nance that makes them echo ,m_(l It B i
4 eSO ; ' S Mg .
e L8 3 I-pictures.  Yet he is no facile R it 4
‘terns of sound-pic e :
bt { alliteration and metre to cover up | ,

Y ¢ o> a & i ! ( | |
i (“d' itv of sentiments. ¢ its objective
Koo Il the theme—not 1t Jed
i genjus was concentrated upon the t 1 et

; I%l:“].?(l but its subjective  influences—a

yossibilities Wit & | |
pO' tions raced mto words as 1)()(11).. + o b . ek T der
e uel Tavlor Coleridge once said : ety g

5 « < - ot -

i Sr;i?: The best words in - the Dest -'(‘”[(,f:t- RN sk It
15 lr)mil'; poetry is of the latter m-d.el.—t ‘“(-i.(- iy sar Yo
Nnge b 7 7 el s ntrins g s :

ll.ism- “—hut even had he lacked (llhlx‘ i el depth,

()'l(.”l:‘ he would still rank as a Ill:l'|()]l. poc L e

rh) y: G ¢ W Taeliys ;

the passion, the sincerity of tl 5

poetry.
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known i
as Tirupati Venkat 2
Astiatiste amil I{;l};l)v:(‘nham 1\‘11\'ulu, who us poets, acholars.
greatest service to Telﬁ(rd ~as Satavadhanis, have rendered Ghe
S5 Venkuin Sa<tﬂ 01'1 ]lt(‘l‘:ltlllt(‘. during the past fifty vears.
tory) in an:illustrions ]gr&: por 1m 1870 in Jnam (F}eh(‘h Torr!
Rads : Ous ahman family ’  §
Radiam, o vilage in Bt Gouvars, wiiere e ey o 16 to
= He studied Sanskrit ang (I‘ ‘l“’ where he settled and lead M
e chewy . > 2 o e
isfi,;m_ Sri Venkata Sastyi tll(—‘L Ulgu under S$ri (harla Brahmay¥®
nsfSansknt, which in those qli’ lldd] to o to Benares to perteC
g St avs I iz 9
” :r as scholars were concerned ud predominance over Telugt
Sri Venkata Sastri :
astri began hj 2

wh . gan his poetical cqpe . Tife
. eflr h_’.)' bega.n to display the Wéhl“-('dl career very early m life.
along with his colleague, ‘the late S‘(.exhhll art of * Satavadhanam
equally eminent scholar and I)Oet’ rlxl)l\-;lku‘,-la Tirupati Qastri, a0
- Andhra Desa was fortunate "

having this wonderful and h '

people in the matter of * idj‘lllom(ms alliance between these T
Poet Laureate’s regard and ;aflhg-nam.' o kel Sl i
Sastri is such that ‘ever sinc ()-\le for his late colleagne Sri Tirupit
ksl B s o “'i"t-le latter’s demige irF](){Q he woul
works of the ‘ twing” '1\':11‘11):1&] o iatoeyam The iiter:{r.\;
of the authorship. R bear the names”of bath, irrespecti

The main factor

7 main factor that contri
these twin-poets - ntributed to the i v of
Iliterates i.E o ““:_t ("1'1.\ among poets and S(-Bol\.\ l.d.e papuliy (1)(,»
Horlood B onderful art of *Satavadh ars but also amone
f‘I? 3 roughout Andhra Desa fo adhanam '. which they
of * Satavadhanam ’ r nearly 90 vears. The art

: , which is :
" . eculiar
literature requires not only pg)etich:]l] t(; ;Pelugu hmgua-ge an
: alent byt g1 i 3
also scholarship-

creative genius, capacity in © As i
memary. nF]‘?);' 1(12‘,1):1(\-1? m f\'\.llkﬂv't"“”' "and ahove all prodigious
{hennapuri "’ dis‘l-ll\-' .‘r“-llll-'\, vears they t()ul'ed( ‘(‘\fti‘(1 I({'rodlg]]‘ “l‘
Zamindars S(-hnl;)r;' o urt, bono ?t)dmb fﬁ]{‘-h}' b
Wherew;el"the\'l;\'Esrt:l{lrl(l the common l’u})licult ¥
waiting to see and ex eri;r(;‘z' e _tho_usnndg ot pmble Do
those days wherever oge / . e Jithert | i : ;
3 went one could heg ﬂ,;i;ﬂl‘;l::tml;oetrv

and one cou B
it Avildhanarll?g (“?meT%crjosa their disciples, ang ¢ their
courts of Rajahs and Z ST, LS rnges. fran "i“:r:qr?rsgst(t)?vn%Pt(’
¢ hendirel b " ];g.rl1lr)dars_ Astonished and ?1 '1- fl ¥ 1oy 1lheir
. avadhanam and Scholﬁrshil ,en;.Rl c:(hn.\ nd
), ajauhs  anc

alw
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Zamindars conferred on  them honours as presents of * shawls to
progessions on elephants s
NSy S '@gb_ﬁ"m‘, c‘,‘foé ben Lém‘s’b_K ngb_ré-‘ »
¢ Gois 8oRBD 'u‘c“ﬂ%ﬁ"’@:’a‘» o g EHo¥ ﬁo\;& R AT IS LN ”
o Do B SOTY T2 RORES; S Doaresn, BHIVOKE BB
o8By $3v B0 S B. 7

But though the twin-poets honoured many Rajah ar 2
Zamindar and were honoured by them in turn, their attachmeni
to scholars and poets was greater. Among  those who had the
areatest regard and appreciation for these poets may be mentioned
the late Sri Ananda Gajapati of Vijavahagarat. and Sri Krishna
Rao, Zamindar of Prolavaram. In this way the poets displayved
during a period of 90 vears not one or tWo but hundreds of
* Avadhanams . Mrs. Annie Besant and many foreigners praised
their . skill. The twin-poets Have written 2 number of  books
(Clunturuseema.  Geeratham, _\'uuuruju.wndurwm:zm) desceribing
iheir activities in the field of Satavadhanam: the joint work of Sri
\enkata Sastri, the intellectual giant and Sri Tirupati Sastri, the
areat scholar as ’ Satavadhanis ’ '

The art ol * Qatavadhanam *oand the ¢ \sukavitvam .\\'hl('h
is an indispensable leature of the former, i« not 1'1nlv§nown in the
history of Telugu literature. The late \adabhushi enkatacharya
was considered to be an expert in this art and, Bll:ltt\llxnlr'h whao
dates back to the golden age of Sri, Krishnadeva Raya was, well-
versed in this art. But it can never be dispute_d that 1t _l.\‘.thr
Tirupati Venkata Kavulu that elevated for the first time 10 the
histpry of Telugu literature. the + Asukavitvam = to. ‘hl,fih('!‘
standard and transformed it into « creative art. I'he ° Satava-
dhanam ’ displu_\’vd by the Tirupati Venkata T\:l\‘llrh‘l lhmug_rh(?nl
Andhra had a tremendous effect on contemporars lelug‘u letters
and encouraged many a voung enthusiast to 't‘llllll‘dlt‘ thom.l_ y

These * Satavadhanams T gave an ilnp.rt*.\‘.w?n to the pmp e that
poetry too can be it honoured I\I‘()ft)ssi()n in_ this \.\'m'ld.. that a poet
too js fit for honour. that there iv no greater creative art th:n}
poetry. Among the various titles which Sri \vpnk;}m S:ly..\'n‘?l;, now
])nxw;w_\._ nothing i denrer 1o him than the title * Satavadnant

15






He is now eighty, emaciated, crippled and bedridden. But it
is surprising to note that the pen which he took up 60 .vearsago
still continues to be active to prove his words that ** he is born to
be a poet and that poetry is his profession,”’

- (BT _0wF000DIR, WIDFTTH0W F x
£ .

y
& . . . . S @—ﬂ = o
He is able to write with his own hands in the same old beautiful
seript with the same vigour, ereative genius and scholarship 2 of
old. , . 5
Let the Almighty bless him with 1hany more years of happy
life of such literary activities! ’ ’
1
|
"
. |
b
q 1

Laureate
sri M. Govinda Pai, the Kannada PO-Et ada Poet Laureate
The coveted honoar of helng the hpstf II::H;H(;“LSH e P
in the history of Free India has bheen conte
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of Manjeshwar - _—
notefialije-gh“t‘m, South Kanara District. South Kanara has beel
o1 1s~poe;ts past and present. The gal: e - )'.e\
Ratnakara VYarni, Parti Subba and M ﬁd, axy of posts {{se
Frmmasle, Tihestare s i Subba and  Muddana® who enriched
treatlue;:.tllt()efldtllli'd“d distinguished themselves i;\ their intdi\'iduwl
Muddana thel):li)elﬁ \'dlt' lt)"li\-Ed the way for the I’”;m"““' p()et(c‘.
'y d b ersatile prose w Ttap S o
to our B : riter and ‘s
e]]t(\ulage the lnese“t Poet Laul'eﬂte C; . l)f)et. \\gl? th(" first
At the age of 16 Sri Pai was able t Sri Govinda Pal.
dramas and 1 Pal was able to digest the Shakespeare:
N'erl as an do a metrical translation of the tw ’ h‘.ll‘f"\,“ =l
I‘Jb it 77 which was read and encouraged | 10 acts of ** Twelfth
arnataka. T . . %o w that Master P i
o ﬁL'tL;lull_. The lpoetlc genius of Govindy )[i‘ l"\Ll.\tLl llocltt l‘oL
st time in his two shor 4 Fal was revec r
Suvasint  of M} }{.h two short poems contributed ;() tle-ed - th?'
i e angalore m about 1902 e te monthi}
wrote, it appears, off and on and all - rom that time he
B—. il and all have appeared i s :
] 11121 or another. appeared in one Kannada
n many wavs Govi o
& Satrble o ways Govinda Pai is a unique personal; .
: table place m contemporary Kannad lI sonality and occuptes
nave g s ARSATINE o ada litere .
a; e' {ﬁppealed in every leading journal of ]tj"ldtuw. :
o we ;1% research articles adorn almost ”\dlnatuku. Hie pectt?
memoration volumes : st all special nu o colit-
i es and scholarly “““"'l'zill A nbers, coli
: bl'( vel, his stay-at-home habit and his ref ies. Elis relugamas
}),u icised have prevented the "911(41'-11.\ ‘t‘llu.\'nl to be praised and
{arnataka from coming into dloe d‘)n’r pltl lic in other parts of
1.1]191 distinetion, and with one of t]u((‘ with a personality of
S ara , - 2 Oreatey AT oo 3
1(")5:'1; thn(-l é)oelt‘? of Karnataka. greatest living research
D ovinda P’ai was born c
: S on 23rd Mar .
or P Ve - = booi aare Q¢ .
g g_rl(tlfaﬂlel s house i Manjeshwar Smclﬂclhl}h&} at his maternal
1at'lsval-nc" of 11 miles from Mangalore. He j Yanara, which is ab
. b PO . )
a v?elllllgnmd' Pai and Srimathi 'De\'zlk-mnlS the eldest son of the
rell- i Qadileam T . . amn
Mg .nlm\ n Sfml\.u_ Bappai family of ’\T‘mn:‘a]'
(f“S]nu - section  of the Su'ruswat( fid ore. He pelongs (o
o1 o e . g i : )
ne of the five divisions of the ; rahmins which forms
Pancha Gowd . S e Northern By .
Clon . soalt as. Sri Pai’s ancestors havi rahming known as
Nm-t’ll rm{d themselves almost all o\—e,f ti"g been exiled from
1 and South Kanara Distri . 1e West (‘oast in the
Cape Comorin i istriets and furt i
n in about the middle of the ]]E.n‘ south as far as
6th Century during

the Tyranno

3 us rule g . .

- rale and the religious per :

o were the rulers of Goa secution hy the Portugese
4 4 = e

His writings

He comes from
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‘ After finishing his  primary oducation at  Manjeshwar Sri
&(/‘;}Hndz_l Pai moved to Mangalore to take up his secondary
Sducation.  After matriculating  from  the Canara  High Benool.
l}Iungul(n'v_ he joined the Government  College. Mangalore, for
llll‘fluir studies.  Thereafter in 1901, he married Srimathi Krishna
H_211 Kamath of Mangalore. Ior three years he had fo discontinue
his studies on account of his father’s death. Again he resunied
his h‘t"udivsvund joined the Madras Christian College and came out
h‘l"“l in Iinglish in B.A. He also secured a high Second (lass iu
Sanskrit. Owing to eye trouble he could not appear for his optional
subject, mathematics, and for some vears he was distracted by
illnesses as well as loss of some of the nearest and dearest at home.
At last he gave up his attempts to complete his studies.

As a poet Sri Govinda Pai has taken a new and revolutionary
step, that of writing and publishing poems without ™ prasa = the
alliterative second letter of each verse which had all along been
lookdd upon as the sine qua non of poetry. Why alone Kannada.
of all Dravidian Poetry? Forthwith there rained a heavy downpour
sf* qdverse and even abusive criticism ; but  Sri Pai stood as
bulwark against the bitter criticism and never vielded to his
opponents.  In 1916 he first adapted the Furopean, especially the
Shakespearean sonnet into INannada and has since written several
ol them.

In 1928 he wrote a poem
of the three Gommata colossii in
Godhead whom they represent. 1t w
published in book form. Tt is mmpnsed in Sanskrit metres in
which however the time-honoured ‘¢ prasa s ('nnspicnously
abeent. Tn 1930, he collected all his lyrical poems which had been
scattered here and there and published them in a book form along
with 50 verses translated hom Fitzg‘erald's FEnglish version of the
““ Rubaivat * of the Persian poet Omar Khayyani. He called that
hook ¢ Gilli Vindu ™" or A Flock of Parrots . Next year in
1931, he wrote a poem ™ Golgotha ™" 1n blank verse on the last days
of ** Jesus Christ 7 which first ;1ppeured in journals and thereupon
came out in book form in 1937.

His constant study of Buddhist works in Pali made him
contemplate and write a poem ahout the last day of Ruddha. This

¢ Gommata Jaina Stuti 7 in praise
T arnataka. and  the Jaina
as his first work that Iras been
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poein is named Vaisakhi ** or the ** Full moon day of \aisakha ™
M : = RTBNT g 9 . K .
T'his blq,nl,. verse composition slm_\\s' the poet's religious tolerawce
and cultural outlook. His description of nature is superb. Tn
\ arlSi?khl he showed 1:118 love of nature. He paints an evening in
the following word-picture :—
‘ . ﬁm{]y descend}i. 1heut subsides, breeze blows. ° evening-
jhd'S]“]”ne' t)loh?mm, erd returns towards homestead, small birds
ide Pll~ll]1&" 1e .ga\leh of thl\e trees owing to heat of the sun come out
B B llt‘ circles, cuckoos say, Khuhu kubhu ——and Kembotha
hird asks © Kah kah © (o Sanskrit who-who).

* Don't force vour religion or kingdon on others. "Those who
respect others’ religion and independence as  their awn, that
religion, that nation, that independence will spread like skv—
'[‘h(.)se who destroy others’ dharma and independence, their dh"u"m:l.
nation and independence will perish like raising \\':;\'PQ-tlx";'(‘i'()l‘c
don’t suppress others, otherwise the result of that \‘\'ill he csell-
ruin—neither long life nor progress.” )

N These are the lofty sentiments expressed by our Poet Paureaie.
‘ihere e 1 number of vet ofher shorter and longer poémg seatterad
in  various K:umada journals which are nwaitbinu- c(,lhl(-'tiun '411;(1
publication in book form.  About 50 or 60 of ﬂ:em seern t”‘ he
connected with the sad demise of his dear departed wif; ( }l] s ealls
them * I\(Ln‘dav Dipa =" or ** Liternal Flame ™ The -)«'wl 'l:im(&'e"'
expresses : Lamp lit up by the sorrow for myv dear (h:r)-n'h‘d‘ “.':f('.
which is unquenchable as long at least as T am .(11'. 1 set u .
hefore (rod—in other words, 1t is an l’)ff(‘]‘inrr((,f -, Iw‘ o
memoryv of her whom he has ased b SV i Gm}ﬂl?‘
m ; _ ' s been pleased to take awav from me
I'he pathetic vearning of the poet’s heart is w 1{ ]"» ]f. ‘ t in
these elegies which will give him a place .“m-m‘:e B
writers of the world. ‘ a the foremost eied?
Tater works written on particular oceasions like ““ Quit Indit .
and assassination of Gandhiji and so on have P'. ,] e Qm.t [y A
place amond the national poets of the dav e, B Bjem A Jug

l The historv of his:forefathers made Sy
i 5 il ! ; ade Sr1 Govinda Pai n t
historical research. After a thorough study ();ﬂ?)l:,.(z‘;(,mﬂp t}l:::]tm(\‘
3 v " .

of Goa he began to search the Tndian inseriptions in order to find

out names of Saraswats. Ultimatelv he wrote some articles in

2

nglish under the caption ™ Ilashes Trom the Past . This is hs

first;approach in the field of historical research. .
From 1926 onwards he has engaged himself in doing regular
research work in the history of Hindu India in English and ot
Karnataka in Kannada. Altogether he has written 25 research
articles in Knglish on various subjects, namely, deciding the dates,
genealogy, chronology . literary antiquity,  religion, gramunar,
philology, history and allied subjects. The articles on s e
Rannada passages in a Greek farce of the 2nd _L‘t‘ll'.lll'\'..\-.l)--
Ptolemy’s Hippokousa and Haiga Haiva (North Kanara gllsil'l(:_i)
are particularly worthy of mention.  His research articles m
Kannada exceeded more than 100 in number.
~ Sri Govinda Pai is not only u poei but he is a goot
foo. His ** Hebberalu = (Thumb) of 1946. a one-act verse-drama
with a chorus after the manner of Greek dramas. is well 'f‘]‘l“"lglnted
for its logical argument. It s based on the story ot “he
“ Kkalavva '’ which has been narrated  1n the )I;tl_vlbhm":\m.
Besjdes his poetic genius and high research acumen. Sri G_n\‘lnd&
i knows more than 22 languages, both FKuropeah and .In(.lmn. '
About his own plans and works Qpi Govinda Pal mn(“m‘?l,\.
expresses : “* I have also planned some other longer and SIT"F‘.‘"
plays and poems. But let me speak no more of those h“}w‘q i }m
the womb of time. for when and whether at :111”th9." will see the
light of the dav is known only to their inspirer.

1 dramatist
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, Sri Vallathole Narayana Menon the Ma'ayalam
Poet Laureate

Yallathole is @ household name all over Kerala. Among the

firsiopaf g
rafe poets ol Malabar, he is the most widely known end read.

Y6y
25



Receptions held in his honour and congratulatory wddresses
prewutcd to him by the All-Kerala Literary Conlerence at Nieswar
i April and other public bodies in various parts of Kerala “jater
chow that his appointinent as Poet Laureate has met with upiversal
approval.

He enjoys an all-India, nay, even international reputation.
His charming personality has endeared itself to one and all; there
15 hardly any place worth mentioning in the West Coast which this
Prince of poets has not visited and in which he has not addressed
a gathering. In every sense ol the term he is the poel o th
people.  He loves his countrymen who love him in return intensely
and delights in cultivating  intimate contacts  with then.
Scholarly or literary aloofness has no charm for him. In his
presence all feel perfectly at ease—children, voung folk and ciderly
men. There is a  child-like simplicity in his manners and
behaviour that has made him the *idol of Kerala.” This gdmira-
ticn, nay adoration. is not confined to the literate or educated class
alone. )

He is a favourite of the illiterate too. A rickshawala onet
declined with thanks when the poet offered him his fare. The
privilege of having taken such a distinguished customer was more
{han his fare. He departed after paying his homage to the neet
with a reverent bow—no small gain! Ta raise a lakh of rupees
to found the Kalamandalam for the revival of Kathakali which is
the poet's second love and the pride of Kerala was never a difficult
task for Vallathole.

Besides being an excellent canvasser. his personal countact was
deemed an honour by all whom he approached for contributims.
Wha could say * no ' to this rare propagandist who wins vou iy his
smile. enters your house as a good old friend and entertains you
by his himmnorous conversation. himself though  hard of hearing.
Sinee Tzuttacchan, the epic poet and Saint of Kerala. and Kunean
Nambivar. the.great .satirist, no other man- of letters has won the
affection and regard of their people through his personality and art
Jike Vallathole—a rare distinetion no doubt !

Both by birth and association. Vallathole has inherited the
hest cultural traditions of Kerala, He hails from the same place
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in South Malabar (Mangalam  near Tirar) 2 part ol old l'\ utl\l;to
thupad, whose memory was rendered sacred by the birth o .tvtul‘
oreat literary giants of Kerala, viz.. Fzuttacehan and "‘\I.tfpl.)[d- of
Bhattathirippad, another poet-saint who performed t.he .vuufub(;um_
curing his paralytic attack by praying before the L.urd (;l ively
vavur and composing his famous Hymn in Sanskrit collec :
cilled Narayaneeyam. ' .
The family of Vallathole (house name) in \\.'llicll the pULl I‘,"l‘ll:
born once supplied Prime Ministers to the \Vettathu .h\h“]‘éxo‘ N
(the latest being Konti Menon Karyakkar). an “n"'“rﬁ‘ . ayntl
Family  (Ponnani taluk) well-known as patrons ol Kathakalt i
hundred arts. that became extinet through the vengeance ¢ -
Zamorin who ¢ould not tolerate their alliance with the lmrtijgll‘);l:::
His mother Kuttiparu Amma was an vnlight-vlwd. wom:a‘u ,l?)ucb's
living had the advantage of a classical education. lhc] poct *
fathes Katuthot Mullessari Damodaran Moosad  was noted s
connoissuer of art and a brilliant conversationalist.
“In his early days Vallathole came under the
thele, Ravunni Menon | a famous scholar., physieran
chari.  Later he had the good fortune to study larka

influence of his
and bralnds

(logic) under

_ oot who was g S
the great scholar Kaikkalangara Rama  Varial “’||‘\l( ‘ cminent
. i E e : . ese v v
e intelleef and an erudite scholar in Sanskrit. : ]',\ education

) > -y e's
teachers could only lay the foundation of Vallatho

1 - s own
and literary career.  The superstructure wits aapplied by hi
indefatigable efforts and imnate senine lor oty L
{allathole huﬂ starbe!
1 l_"vnemtmn..\'-lm:n
- Werale Yarma.
Menon and Kmhp--
1d these Tumnaries

Fyven as a boy of fourteen or fifteen :
Wiiting poetry.  The poet comes at the close ol _
i the Malayalam literary field was dominated b
Venmani Nambudirippad. Kathalli .-\(-h_ll."“l”
Sallur Tampurans.  Trained the clagsica! mot o pastie  thatt
—areat in themselves—took to literature MOTe g o t"llv‘ovm'ite sport.
as g genuine passion.  Narrative poetry wis tl‘]e}r'u«m or Bhakli
Samasya Puranam and Ottaslokam clothed 1 bri_'lg{]- thole also fell
Sentim‘ent were their diversions.  As a 1.10\'.'("'_ \-:fnillv (-mnpnsiﬁon
Into this groove. Here is a specimen “1_ hix meq(i\'a
cast in this mould. Tt invokes the hlessings ot ahe



v May God, wilh ({-sh('s all vver Tis body
Who haunts burial grounds _
Conceals the Ganges in his tuft
And adorns Ius forehead with the Moon
IWith @ retinue of ghosts with untidy hair all round and d

cloth of skin
Grant ame my desires.”

This involuntary effusion, though revealing no high sentiment,
however, gives a vivid picture of the God. The alliteration thal
appears in the original composition shows also a good command
of simple idiomatic Malayalam, not ordinarily expv(-tvd ol an
youngster.

Two literary types were m fashion in those days. One was the
hoat song U"ancthatlu), which is a special feature of Malavalun
poetry which owes its inspiration to the crystal streams and wide
l.)u('k\\'utel's of I\'er'alu.. IS()ut. prq\’idcs Flle only means of tl,'m,)}sl_)ul'f
in them and boating 1s an imevitable item of sports from ancrent
times in the West (,(iust. All the leading poets hike Ullur, Kundir
Oravankara and R.P. composed a boat song each with & Puram@
story as theme.

Vallathole entered the competition last. Buf his Tapadl
1 . . . Sk .
b.ll)')lv(ll’(”l(”l.l is easily the best of the lot. Its rhythimic beauty and
vivid narration bear the marks of Vallathole's unrivalled :nastery

f X . . o

of the .t-e('hmque ol poetic composition.  The voung poet now wen
recognition and patronage came from above. A major work like
the t.mnslutmn of Valmiki's Ramayana was then ellg;l;'fim:" the
::Ltenhpn‘ot 'the young  poet. Ix_crulu. Varma blessed it with an
(‘l]_)[)!t’(‘lﬂ.tl\e introduction and Appan Tampuran  with o  detailed
foreword.

Mr. Nalappadan, another leading poet of Kepyly in his hiogra-
phical  skete © Valla oives y A e
! o L'h of  Vullathole gives ‘thb poew the highest praise.

Anyone who reads it canmot forget it iy hig Jifetime.” 12
later exit from the literary world is therefope ‘ll\\ll sl '\['m\'
ave . 2 4 - . .. 2 ode SUrprise. vl B
have forgotten it. In the coinplete edition of v, I lo'e works
bos: T Tertak 4 s s allathole’s works
o be undertaken hereafter it is hoped : il
oll p . at  the compiler Wi
collect the poet’s earlier works or at least . e Tapali
Scamvaranam from oblivion. recover ‘the ‘Tap:
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Another tvpe of composition which the poets were k?f“, O‘;i
prodacing was the * Mahukayya ' on the Sanskrit model. m’l)‘lt
chandravilasam, Rugmangadacharitant, " makeralam of the 1‘1116
lamented Ullur came in quick succession. Others were u.lﬁ N i
making. \Vallathole rose to the occasion with his magmﬂc.uﬂv'
contribution entitled Chitrayogam. 1t raised @ coutl'fhelw.sg.:
“ Good poetry but a bad story ' was the general trend,‘_Ot C;el ,i|q
cism on it. But it gave the impression that Vallathole’'s muse b
growing from stage to stage and is not stagnant. e i

Some had to bid good-bye to the poetry as the'\‘.lm{mtl\t‘lir
Process of production ol a Mahakavya has IeXh:lllf\'t(’(l d to
resources. But Vallathole emerged trinmphant fully preparee. -
undertake greater ventures. In fact these were only the,h-‘lm;'nﬁ
ground wlﬁcll enabled the [luture Vallathole to come out In klul
bloom. He was vet to discover his genius which 0“1?' \pz;r ot
here and there in the labyrinth of productive activity. ~The-trans-
lation of Valmiki’s Runullyunu was in itself an educutn.n}. i ible

4\t the end of that major work his ear began to give -rc{ ﬂn{

0 treatment was of any avail and he was denled_ the useh(i’Q nu(t'
organ for ever. This calamity has its own reactlon? Olllmt ‘-w%ive
look, temperament and  expression. The poet as 13 1.1(1 ‘found
contact with the outside world naturally turned e :sion and
that his genius was still struggling for proper ?}F}‘:’] Bhira-
lumination. The first outburst was a lameptd 10
vilapam, literally lamentation or elegy of the deat' his ears have

In the first stanza he cries with a pang that tlto ‘his face.
ceased to function and remain only as an fldommen ia company
In sinother context he says that he is Obhge‘l_tgif‘]{(r)ony‘l'each"-*f
which he sought once with eagerness. The trag bf his deafness.
Its highest watermark when he imagines the cause

oet’s fame

* In my eagerness to B & ed pain to the ears of

= S
T have written bad [”,(,1,-?;1 und cau

great men -
The sin of that indiscretior

trouble.”’ 1 sole
‘ - der can only com’
While the truth is the reverse of it, the reader

the poet hy erying with him. 21

, might be the cause of my ear-



Another event that awakened the poet’s genius was the national
.D . .

struggle for Independence that was making rapid strides wler
the leadership of Mahatima Gandhi.  As a born Nayar he loved
fighting for a good cause and he responded with dynamic zeal to
the clarion call of the apostle of Ahimsa. His first notable produec-
tion touching on this gigantic upheaval  was *° My Teacher,’”
acclaiming Gandhijt as his  teacher. These two lines picture
Gandhiji 1n the most characteristic manner.

“ My gurw trivmphs as an incarnation of Yoga

His sacrifice is gain; his humility is elevation.”

The fight for freedom called forth two essential qualities r+.m
its camp followers, Le., the natural desire or will which streng-
thens determination to achieve independence and the courage to
fight for it without caring for the consequences.

The determination to defy convention and achieve independ-
ence was 'brought out in un earlier poem Aniruddhan, which
followed his lamentation. Here the story of Usha and Aniruddha
is rendered in 1ts ﬁp&l stage. Aniruddha accepts the invitation
of Us'hu to visit her in secret in the night. But at the palace gate
Bana's sentinels detect his entry and offer battle. He has 10
fight single-handed .und furiously to redeem his honour. Bub the
odds are too much for him. He suffers defeat and is imprisoned.

Usha, though unhappy at the unexpected turn of events.
suminons courage as befits a heroine who has fallen a vietim o
foul play. She is glad also that Aniruddha has given a good
account of himself by facing his enemies alone and receiving only
the minimum personal injury. Thoroughly dissatisfied wifb her
father’s policy, she sends for his minister and asks his })ermi\»;i(m
to wslt ['.\n_n'uddhny in ]8;1.]——;.1 glaring defiance of convention and
palace etiquette. FHis objections were negatived on the ground ol
Aniruddha’s heroic defence of himself which will i:qﬁf" the
devotion of any sen to i y — e ke

N any queen to ]:nn. hhe: Manages to extract his
consent and sees her lover. She apologises for hey father’s short-
comings .and informs him of her willingness to vo with him
and induces him to escape. il l

He is made of sterner stuff. He i RN i
A L e b SUULL. e 3 i . . o
Krishria who will certainly come to fnlh tlh'e grandson of Tiord £

v ¢ « > save 2 .

: ave him by challenging Ban2
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direct and he won't get out as a thief annoticed and cast a glur on
hissmandfather’s honour.  He asks her not to remain in jail for
a moment and spoil her reputation. She returns. The poet ends
here dramatically. Aniruddhan forms an important landmark In
the poetic career ol Vallathole. He gives up the n:n'rutive'1'01:111
and takes to the dramatic method which Is more effective In 1ts
approach and appeal.  This  poem of about 50 stanzas Wis
welcomed as a masterpiece that marked Vallathole out as & future
Mahakavi.

The sentiments expressed by Usha and Aniruddh:an. :n;e
refreshingly new and full of vigour. In answer to the Minister's
objections Usha says :— e

Aryaputra (Aniruddha) came in response to my invitation
He did not come of his own accord. -
One commits the crime and another qoes to jail.

+ Is that the law of Bali Vamsa?

Aniruddha consoles Usha thus :— )
~ “ Oh! My Love! you are above my life. ‘ _
Don’t cry, my breast can ctand thousand arrows [rom
the enemy.” ‘ .
But a tear drop from Usha's eye .
Is too strong for Aniruddha to resist. .
1t will be seen that Aniruddha gave a new messige. of lpgltjl)““i'
dence that extols pure love as a supreme wilt mnmmmg in 'ltﬁf}
justification enough to defy human convention or WsAZe: ]I}' 2}1;0
conveyed a special signiﬁ(:ance to the soc:ml m_:lke-up. of Kera .
To turn this mental attitude to the political field was an  €as}
task. . . .
Affer Aniruddhian and G“r“,Iat];(Ipzf\’al}zltllole 8 g'enmls 1'()0,lx'mg
New turn. His inner personality gpeaks 10 every line {elf‘tqﬁ_‘
later. The nationalists of Kerdla found his poems SR T

\ ! ; _ et oot ()nﬂ]S ol
ful in their ‘propaganda. His one poem Wils “(~)'ltll(1n(ljt: il
Propaganda. There is hardly any m’m’._mm?- ]10-1\0’0 . peceive
entry, Harijan uplift, charka khadar—which Q1“0 @ on
O : ) ! ¢ Ilag Qalutation

additional emphasis {rown him. His poem O .aq processions. 1t
K - 5 a1 eSS b .

is now sung all over Malabar during €ongress | _

begins :

. 29.



“ Not enough, Not enough.
The flag of Bharata Devi ~
Must rise higher and higher.” '
b‘puéfc hardly permits a  detailed study or criticism of Valla-
thole’s poetry. in all its aspects.  Both in_quality and quantity it is
unequalled and unsurpassea. ) ’

We shall, however, conclude with a brief reference to t'vo pro-
ininent traits of his character which supply the keynote to his
poetical outlook. )

He is every inch a Keralite. His ready response to the Nutional
Call is the direct outcome of his consciousness of and admiration for
the martial traditions of Kerala which as a N;i\jarl he expressed and
respected. He asks his countrymen in various poems whether the
blood of their heroic ancestors is still not running through their
veins. This underlyving note constitutes the special charm i his
poeiry to the people of Kerala. But his love of Kerala is no in pedi-
ment to his national outlook. It only enriches and illumines the
lafter. His poetic imagination enables him to view Bharata Varshia
as a bigger entity of which his own birth place Malabar, according
to him, is a necessary part—nay, an inumrtant‘part. ’ .

Ir the cultural make-up of a Keraleeva love of Art is an esseniial
ingredient and Peet Vallathole has this to a pre-eminent degree.
Their Kathakali is the noblest product of this trait in their character.
1t is therefore, in the nature of things that Vallathole béc.mw
a lover of Kathakali Art. T was for long thinking that Kathak&li it
his second love. But as he grows older his second lbxre seems f0
encroach on the province of the first. '

His endeavours to revive the Kathakali Art and oive it a 1.2\17
lease, have been almost superhuman. The pnbliéit:' ﬂe hfl;‘ aiven
to it has brought it to the notice of Art lovers all (;ver th(e‘ “:m:ld
The vigour of its dance-technique, the subtlety of itg f 'qllex l-ésl
sion, the rhythm and force of its movements are jtg - 'ac}t‘f tp es
that have secured for it recognition all the Wmd-](]‘ umgue Fe'.n‘ uf},‘ic;
recognition the people of Kerala are indebted t xofwﬁl it 1')1 .

May our Pet Vallathole live long (he is 1.‘0 g .
fresh laurels and distinction and sl - ilready 71) to gathe

e : and show the heacon {ight of orental
enlture and art to the whole world ! - o

30

Mahamahopadhyaya K. S. K rishnamurthi Sastri,
the Sanskrit Poet Laureate

al was born mn
palli District.
noted

= % - . . E +hi Sas qo

Mahamahopadhyaya K. 5. Ixrlshn(unmth‘l ba‘it}l;
T . i “ : S g .2 iruchire
Rattuputtur, a village in Musir taluk in 'lllllltlc lapfamil\'
His father Venkatasubramania lyer belollgixl. elementary educi-
' . 5 . A . s S € al
l‘_”' Its religious and literary pursuits. He hac lll].Je e ery ik
lon' in the Kulittalai High School. ‘Thoug : 3 s teachel‘é by his
chievoug as a hoyv. even at that age he unpressi‘){ tp.e school never
Wonderful powers of memory. The routine 5" he would snateh
attracted him. But ‘‘ on the day of reckoning
he fivst prize. . terested in Harikatha

He was, from his hovhood. very " . nd he never missed
\¢ C Tigene discourses : : :
]\dlakshepmns and other religious dlqclg oald have it his parents
Y of them in his village. A flling his _education. had to be
Were aeprived of their ineome. and ki

very much. m
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interrupted. Young Ki NIt ef i i i
%udiegpm i H'mlllb ‘hm;u (petv nane), L_hexeiorc discontinued his
e s in the Hig School.  With great difficulty, he was later on
i 1_m_LL'cd 1‘uto_ 4 Sastra Patasala, an event which warks a furning
point in his life. Had it not been for this, b ; d
. e e ' ' ; s, he would not have had
the opportunity of learning Sanskrit.
Ta IS 1 . e \ -
l’l'lb ' first Guru was Bhuvaraghavachariar of Karwr Patasald
under x\.hom he had hls'hlgher studies in Sanskrit. His quick grasp
wade him progress l'upldl).' in his studies and at a uomoulu-téive'lv
carly age he could appreciate and even teach Kalidasa’s ‘i’Orks likvc
the Rugh'uvunwum. ' As his talents were of a high order, prominent
people of the locality gave him all encour - S
indowed with the gift of a good voice, his lildgtel#ent‘ m—{dl 'hill'l).
undowe . , his recitations and his dis-
]c?m._se‘ were well attended. Three years of study at Tiruvadi made
o - PRI S| : T Rl
i & good scholar in Sanskrit. His histrioni¢ talents too found
SCOLE) in the dramas staged in the Patasala
v Qg k e e
Some ZIE ngiSs (i)ofllllgeil\%rf Eilhbrtiﬁllted SetEing pustey i Sufl-lb‘krit’
of IRamakotipeetam and Uth?:‘l‘ i);i)llllllenged by, B Sankaracharios
; : d atrons.  Sanskrit classics captivat
him and he sought one Guru after another vhiops '(‘dpbl}d'led
vadi, he sat at the feet of Sri G r. After leaving A1
i hexe et of Sri Gopala Sastrigal of Kumbakonam and
ing. After :\uilll]t tto 1("111%1“111);11'“1“: another seat of Sanskrit learn-
g. or such study’, he grew into a f : T )
o R B b a full- tanslkrit scholar
specially proficient in gramimar, and a poet fledged Sunsknt s ol
An occasion arose for hi it Tl
: as arose for him to exhibit his t ; 1
_ . . s talents for versification
\V\hen.the (Government conferred the title of }%&12&29}6181{3&1{!&?‘1
:n }TTI Leela Dandapani Dikshidar and a public rece tleII(l)P& q“t;él‘l
(; ‘91,10“_1' hlm in that connexion. Krishnamurthi’s | 'ai%é
:t; Sri Dikshidar was applauded by the audience wl poe‘ml.nz 1{] ‘.hl.l_t
e also V.\"Ollld one day attain that distinction T};? B ( 116 oy \VlS
fulfilled n _19:16 V}'hffn the Government of Ina' C propiety 1()
the oreat distinction. ia awarded hum a7
A greater honour was 1
s in store for thi
. ol } . . 18 5 ar ¢ U
:nd .that came through his appointment aggfle at soholar and pog
Sanskrit by the popular Government of th'. e Laureate
Honours have come to him in addition t ¥ L Severﬂ!
Sankaracharia Swamigal of Kamakoti egtthls. AL Holin_ess o
the Maharaja of Cochin, who are &llp am, and His Highnew®
' great scholars themselves,
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have recognized his high merits in token whereol the titles of
Satlntha Kanteerava, Vyakarna Stapaka and Pandithaiaja have
been conferred on him.
~ Sri Bastrigal is now a1 years ol
,\")'uh'a»rnu.m in the Rameswaram Devastanam Patasala at Maviural.
1‘«1\‘611 though he bad more attractive oflers, he prefers tie dignity
of u teacher to other lucrative jobs. He is the author of twenty
poems most of which have been puhlishe(l in Sanskrit journals and
many of them have been issued as separate booklets also. His
poem called Prakrithi Vilas which 1s a collection of eight poems
dealing with various aspects of nature like night, the mountain and
the breeze . ete., has been highly ;1ppreciavt‘ed.
The Mahatma Vijuya, another work of his. is a Champu poem,

which deals with Mahatmaji. Qpj Sastri 18 the author of various
the highly classical type

other works like Sathi Vilasa Kavya of
dealiyk: with epic themes.

He writes Qanskrit with extreme felicity.
and his language chaste. His poelns are e
refreshing ideas. There is variety in his poetry.
ness in composition.

May this great poet and scholar be blessed with many more years

s W !
of useful life continuing to ched Tustre and culture -

d and is Chief Professor of

His style is simple
lodious and fall of
vitality #nd fresh-

* S
GovT. PRESS, MADRAS.
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_W— Memo. No.%%?&—'?ﬁ:fﬁmdn. dated 13-{0-45 .

‘ ﬁk'"—//'f | : Sub:- Poets Laureate - Durbar held on 14-8-49 -
10, a4 Claim of Travelling Allowance - Delay in

| /b honouring the T.A.Bill of Sri K.S.Krishnamurthi
| R Sastrigal, Poet Laureate in Sanskrit =

Ref:- Govt. Memo., No.26382-G2/49-15, Edn. dated
26-8-49.

From Sri K,S. Krishnamurti Sastrigal, Mathurai,
letter dated 8-10-49,

f)
prbl e g

A copy of the letter received from Sri X.S.
Krishnamurti Sastrigal, Poet Laureate for Sanskrit,
referred to above is forwarded to the Accountant-

General, Madras,

Maiﬁgxaij’ﬁh;pnesﬁhtaiiﬂﬂr
2. The attention of the A.G. is invited to the

Govt. Memo, cited ahoye and he is requested to issue

Can [T
instructionsifo the Dt. Treasury, Mathurai, to me
e x e ™NA.5d £ the 7
g8 ke i}::’.fnﬂ“\”:,‘i Srvarnl 7,
'4([«01‘-6‘5 Fored A Seperk 9~ LT A

JZ' \ ' Al;?[ czfdik&.ux\l_ ‘L-7 fbwn.}z~¢1
., Y p

The Ak ”.,5149, d7\’\___

COpy to Sr. I.(- S-KPiShna' /ﬂ ’ m%

murti Sagtrigal, ; C//’//// .

Poet Laurqate for ganskrit,

Rameswarall Devasthanam

Patasala, Mathungq,

e
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! 41‘ | No. .9, 7dn,VI. | 70 . Office of the Accountant-General, Madras,
4 L & ' y \ [ o Fort St. George; dated ~ 19th Octaober 1949
| | L Budowe. ML '
i i ;’ From - S M, J
' - TEE ACCOUNTANT-GENERAL, | % 2
{ ; i MaDRA ”Qmm pente
| .
| To : : L
TR | The Treasury Officer, -
; ) i g . > : , , ' Mathurai.
Mo Sz, ‘ |
| ML TN | Subjects Poet Laureate - Durbar held on the 14thn |
™ ol SR e W e S E o DI BRSO ST 8 ¢ | , : instant = claim of Travelling allowance -
SR ST S L NS R o PRI payment authorised. , :
X e . ._. - e P : \ ! '
P i T T it In enclosing a copy of Government Memo No. 26382= |
f P AR L T ! Ge2e/49-15 Tducation dated 26-8=1949 T authorise you to “
' 7 o - R ! Lonour the travelling allowance bill of Mahamehopadhyaya
g Sri. K.2. Krishnamoorthi Sastrigal, Poet Laureate in :
; Sanskrit, in respect of his journey Lo attend the Publie
_ PRI g . Durbar on the 14th August 1949. The bill will be counter-
\;“;\N.’s?-‘rn ; signed by the Secretary, Zdueation and Publie Health |
g5 ' \\ : . prerear | Department Madras. |
o : ' ~ 5 | The amount when paid should be debited to nay
an T AT T N ¥ < . Fducation - %, General - Miscellansous = other sranta"
j\" ol »,;/ i ' ,/;‘ o :"\r d P LG \iyz\’“v : in Sub Account 15 provincial, »
L " S B el A - xl; 3 * . o 7 . 2 -
LA o A LR - 5% ffllL. P ,.r{l 4 d\:t},v.// { - Yours faithfully, |
ja: =, T S | Rsoband MR ) A i | Sd. T.A. Ramachari, |
oy - . i A \ | : i Asst. Accounts Officer,
oo (\' & s; § i .‘} i‘,\ | T cAo“o
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CopY Torwal

‘Jovqurnapt of MadraS:
Depattment ,£OT lpfoxmatlon.d kh S :
L‘aure"ato have be.c]_] quuabt:’ to state \.hb.y s
Wish to draw thels travelling allowance. bills. Oon
reasi ot of thedid replies action will be taken toO ¥

S oPeD T th° pajm@ﬂt of their travelling allowarnce
av

rded to the Secretary to the
mducation and Public Health
The other poets  “-
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i Government have recently decided to award
PriZes to poet laureates in the several languages
It would be most apbrorriate that all the selected

poet laureates should assembly'at a public
géthep&ng
at which His Excellency the Governor would preside

and award the prizes to them. - This suggestion w
/as

made last year and I do not know what the final

dec;S1on was. However, a meeting may be cony 4
ene

and a date fixed to suit the convenience of H
is

Excellency. This may be attended to expediti 1
ously.
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Secy. E.P.H:

It has been suggested that the Poet Laureateship may
be formally conferred on those people who have been selected
‘as Poet Laureates at a function arranged for it. It would
be T:;tter if H}Er.vthe»Governop confers the insignia. In that

,,qgnng‘cti‘on?l wou];q ,. égggg&&t;lét a Sfﬁ'._ of . ;ngj‘%t. may E‘e"givm
for each Poet Laureate. The crest may be a round st.arlike

th? about two inches in diameter with the Madras Gove‘rnment
eibl‘em on' it and ASTHANAKAVI writtten in the languages concerned

P

undemgz{h mth a gold chain, ‘all told costing not more h
Rs.500/- each. We‘may, k nee‘iessary,'aS‘( the ?’upermtendent
School of Arts, to have a proper design of the crest.

It is understood that in regard to the Poet Laureate
in Telugu, it will not be possible for him to leave Vijayawada
for Madras and so the function will have to be arranged at
Vijayawada at a very early date.

This may go to H.M.(Finance) and H.Pr. for approval

of my suggestion above.

For information - Poet Laureates have been
appointed for a period of five years with anhonorarium
of Rs 1,000/~ annually. The expenditure on the

insignia proposed will be in addition to that already
~\

sanctioned,
y (22
H,M, (Fin) . f\ | é,y
H,Pr. /f; -

1,000/=
He Poet, L Lauragt.e is givon the 48;1 jﬁrium of Rs /

S e, F S
But the incurring of expenditure of BRs 500/=

ahmml]J”é it B

11y+£ors ghe presentat.ion of cres’o would“%é superflucus
addit%iﬂona -

,ﬁgapﬁ unnecessary e
% ;oer%ﬁuit,e gufficient. iIf, however,

The issue of certificates 4o them would

it is felt that some such

presentation 8s suggested above 18 Necessary, 1 vhink a medal

(P10



" R s - —— . ~——% = 4
e z - 5 & e e O B — - - o r
: ) . ——em—— ¥ . o 1 ! e A | T b
e ; | | F N0 it 2 ) &
/. . ) 2 l‘ { 3 Sk e z
‘ . - 1 - v | :

ting not more s 100/- may be presented tajeachs
cos

SRy Ty ) AW Hey s, TS

i L fiov;J)L‘\/; J oM s 7 | e Vil e ke
Gl e ; I R A

ot : - ‘fé':v O\ , ‘:\‘_t’/.z,'?' %; V\}?/f-c._« —N 57’2\9, :

4 .

i = 5 &
18 >

“‘ . ; V.- .

! s
{ s

r———

- L S

o ol S G| \ | 1o b (dikedoay Sllvdle 26380 Yt g wBdune | s
R T g '\ g I L A R

The’quoifétioﬁ*sa received from Megsr?. Vormidi

: Ramial;x Chetty Gﬁruswamy Chetty & Co., are at D09, Cofp
The. Partner of the Firm has informed me over the phone
| | that the' i of Rs. - espec: silver
ol BT Cas S | that the es.tlmaf:e Qf Rs -;LOO/ in respect of the. | ;
d By : ' Medal includes the cost of a silver chain to be. attaghe
"f, » LA kz_: j‘}y\ & "; 5 LA - ~ =

™

- - to the silver Medal which will be supplied. by the Firm.
S - ” - 2 e 1 L B | - 3 §
TR ) e a2 |

) b + A o y- r’ 7 |
) etk TL Gk Cebl., N a

"“The charges on account of engraving the letters °
L\ i el xp | wASTHANAKAVIY" in the 5 different 1anguags$st(T)ami1 . ,1-
' A | .y . { . ? ,
!
!
|
{

A A s Wos ?,«,Lg::,&z,d.«i,n_{' . et Tl ‘ Telugu, Malayalam, Kﬂadg and §ansk111t) on- th;e baek .

" = 7 S h | } — :

S Tl P LA Zhan I Busd. & el ST ,5 : of the Medal will be about 8 Annas at the rate of
AN I 4 - = > .§ . "
{ ) il
- s 4 )

: \ ‘h\ Lo ok }'» | 'y 1 ‘;8':1‘]118. per 1et;tel'. Thus’ the cost of eaeh ﬁsilver
| L % V‘""v'kl\?" y \.‘4 { “»L’.’ e ay 2 | ] :

r Medal with the emblem &f the Govt, of Madras embossed
58 i ol ; A, in~gold at the centre and the wordg~"ASTHANAKAVI"!
~1L, Bl .

e | PR e T |\ engraved in the back will be Rs.100/8/-, The cost =
;o L SRR RIS ;
-‘l , | A > { e S

¥ .
X { gg’/’:m each Gold Medal welighing four Soverelgns has been
e chaiim: e T

| \ ; R
\ /s \ [,without chain ang estimated at Rs.350/- eachd To this shoul
2§ ( r) . AW N S Sl i Rs.450/- with & Gold
4 i \: ) | N cd G SRR

i"
o ' HANAKAVI" on the
o S gy; oF B2 P h chain. engraving Charges ot ¥he wands G i
A ‘ \_\"4?‘&;1\7; W W ’.’_‘{‘,m ! 1 ‘
_ gl i o . ot less than 8 annas. .
| " ‘M““" B v st B e P § back of the Medal, which may s
L. 1 3 . 4 i

!
\

§ e ascertained over the phone from Messrs.
a

Mt Kishinchand, Chellarm & Co., that the SR N2 % Eriie
i ‘ chang. '

shawl ranges from RE.25/~ t0 RSe45/=s
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' thdl 1le mayeBeletroutated ol . (ERL.) for
orders on the selection of Medal and also whe%ger
shawls should be purchased for fhe five Poet L;ireates.
After a decisidﬁ is reached on these ppints,-furihér

action with refefenge;to"X'von p.8 ante and also on

the gquestion, of payment of Travelling Allowance to the

Poet Laureates will be taken. , Mg
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- ~ (Issued the 3 telegrams as drafted by Secy. on 1-8-49.)
The representative of the jJjewellery firm was sent for

and he was asked to state whether he would agree to the name
1 ASTHANAKAVIY" being written in the respective languages at the
bottom of the Medal in gold letters. He has agreed to exes
cute the work subject to the payment of an additional fee of
Secretary has obtained oral orders of

H.M.(E.& L) has approved

Rs.15/- per Medal.
oH. M., (BR.& L) for this alteration.

\\» ) design (1). A draft letter to the manufacturer is put uwp

for approval. It may issue after perusal by HeM.(E.& L)

N

and H.Pr.

S layalam
The Poet Laureates in Kannada, Sanskrit and Malay

. (The reply
have agreed t° attending the Durbar on the Labbe

ifrOm the Poeb Laureate in Tamil is awaited.)
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Resubmitted. “~

The shawls have been selected, and the Medals which

are under preparation are expected by the 12th. The final
= ,

programme of the Durbap Dy Pxpeoleg~Norhe settled, i a—ony,

The National Cadet Corps w}__l w_,gresent thi 2 Guard of Honoup
to His Excellency on arrival@Major Joshi of the Natiopgj

| apka)
Cadet Corps has been mwmf&”he is t0 haye

a rehearsal on the 13th which will be witnessed by the

Secretary and H.M.(E.& L.).

The girl volunteers of the
Congress will sing the Prayer song and the National Anthep
at the Durbar, Mrs, Manjubashini Subrahmatyam has been

written toﬁrrange for this, as ordered by H. .

Formal intimation of tHe Durbar may: ‘now be given to Py ‘
the Poets Laureate. As ordered by H.Mes the Pogtg will
be allewed a single First Class fare, It 1s presumed i . o S

b - : .5} ‘ Fr

/
z.’q}? | ( laag 4‘

|
{
H
|
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l

—7 T man e e s i 7~
> fri4
G aC S~

they will have to be allowed a daily allowance of

Z Nl Pk
ébo\ { }} : ;5. :,

1 — TR 5/~ at least, for their halt on the'l4th. [The FOSLS 4
) l"f 3 will be informed of this also. A draft letter of
,}/ intimation to the Poet Laureates is submitted for
d

approval. TFinance may see it before issue.
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A 0
Txy Sub:- oe% Laureates - Confirment of ’citle to
Kannada and Sanskrit Poet Laureates - Brief

notes on.
i1 o J;‘:“f";;; Qh.‘,“‘ Mn- 8 i) - SEEE
-3 v Please see _the letters in the. current file from

| Yo re,u;, t
L sri K. Narasinga BaO, Assq_g jte Professor, Christian
CO].].@g@, and D1'| Co 1?1‘331'53 Raja, ‘Profesaor of Banslerit.

University of Madras, who were asked to send notes XN

5‘ ~ RE U ‘conneetion with the Poet Laureates Durbar to be

i ‘ neld on 1418-49, on the subjects Kannada and Sanskrit

i‘i i | respectively. They have stated that &ewﬁ\
\a—rﬂ\life sketches relating to these two Poet Laureates
have been sent te’ the Director of ‘Informtion and
Publlcity P.W.(I.& P. ). may be requested to/furnish

/y this Department with W@Mﬂeﬂe‘d\m

e ——
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"award of the Insignia ®BE Poet Laureateship.

20 @) S

»od by Hon'ble Sri Madhava Menon,

Minister for Education and Law on the occasion of the
: for y

2 FPOLE P “
2 et |
Your Excellency and Centlemen:
During the days of the British administration the

English language had assumed major importance as the

L

language of the Government and the Courts and as the

medium of instruction in Schools and Colleges. Whatever

advantages acfrued from the assighment efthnEs pogﬂtion

S cuhae

to English, it is well known that, thereby, the Indiafl

g 3
 and the badge of the differen peoples of the world.

1angua§es came to be neglected., With the aptainment of

freedom on the 15th August 1947 and the establishment

of a popular Government at the Centre aﬁd in the
Provinces, the Goverament took up for active considera-
tion the steps to be taken for revivifying omr ancient
languages, némely, Tamil, Telugu, Kannada; Malayalam
gnd Sénakrit, not only with a view té affording facili-;
ties to authors of merit in those languages to give free

play to their liierary'télent, but with a view also to

" making available to the common man general intormation

on all branches of. culture.

Languages are the indestructible expressions of

the cuiture and Spifit of a people, They are the pride

Thelr Wﬁlth reflects not only*the intenitual but als@

the moral and physical greatness of the people. That .

our ovn languages have survived the nistorical vicissi=

the country 1is at‘%nce a tribute to thelr

That they

tudes of
a8 and to the character of the people.

Eregtne :
o kh both in thought and expression

have continued to be rie

i which the country
Was ury of the independence
the aug ¥ i
i ning importanc
' efore, 10 attacaing 1
has Won to-38Ye Ther 5

£ our 1anguages the government have been

the Tevival ©

concerned wifh the wider issue of enlarging the grealer
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. languages, the poet laureate should be designated.

| | | 3
| i

Five Selection Committees were consequently consti-

g et e “‘\a

‘1ife of the people cof the countryfd

Poetry is to language what a flower is to a plant, | T: : +
. ¥ | | ‘tuted, on each of which there were 'V
From the earliest times man has tried to put his finest : | -

: . il ' | _ﬁof 4o Universities. They have selected:
thoughts into mesaesd words, the A@tter to enshrine them. ’ , i
: (1) Sri Namakkal Kavignar

From our ancestors we have accordingly inherited the e ; ¥ ] Rapalingsn Billats Namak?i% éigiim ke

Regveda, through centuries during which everything else y

» ' ' (2) sathavadhani Kalaprapurna

. e B g N . : Sri Chellapilla Venkata Sastri Garu,

has perlshe. Similarly the Ramayam:and the Mahabarate. ; bl e T 0
urvived, on account of their imperishable qualit i

have s 9 O B 1 I w; (3) Mahakavi Vallathol Narayana Menon, Mangalam,

o e I e tion by YT : ¥ A i rur, South Malabar = for Malayalam
s ;Etry therefore is no luxury; it is attention to the (4) sri M. CGovinda Pai, Manjeshwar (South Kanara
: ‘.’ _ District) - for Kannada-

eds of the larger life by which a people lives. '
| se g ¥ C peop (5) Mahamahopadhyaya Sri K.S. Krishnamurti Sastri-

Poetry is not only a link with the past; it is also gal, Mathurai - for Sanskrit,

a link with the future. The poet Shelly regarded poets i 5 e
~ _ { Here wdll be/ﬁnscrlbed, when available from

the unacknowledged legi 1d, those who "/ e . , it J
as g gislators of the world, ; . \ / thg/gi?ngopfof‘Informatlpn_and Publicitysa brief”
"see into the inwardness of events and point to new and L oA |/ A TR - T

_ : events P ﬁi‘ ggibﬁﬁﬂﬁ"’/xq /ﬁotq/on’the 31zef9£~fhe various literatwres, and the,
unknown ways, We owe to poets that they have exposed i W S - B : i

o - il
~ place of the poet laureates]

e = S R =
"
=
/
///

social injustices 10n8.before they were removed, That .
_ . ’ life 7 | }%\Ofin Qlﬂ[f‘- ) Closely allied to the Scheme of poet. laureates
“poets beautify and glofify/is, of course, well known. , ' UM o/ LQ/ADJ o ; ‘
. ‘ e e /'is the scheme for the award of prizes for.the best BE®
| our own existence, in whi ‘ L A
| A 3 which there are few of the d _ﬁﬂy},,/// books in the four regional languages - Tamil, Telugu,
pleasures known to other countries,the Ramayanrand the | ' ; : b |
= i : Kannada and Malayalam. Six prizes of Rs 500/- each
various songs of the common people have supplied much 1 : :
ok . , s | ! for Tamil and Telugu and of Rs 250/- each for Kannada
of the Jjoy in Iife, It would not be exaggeration to
T ¥ and Malayalam have been award‘§ to the following:
agree that in our very poverty, the poet by his magic |
; , : | | TAMIL,
"has transfigured to A better sound, a finer vieﬂﬂill g
' J [ 1, Sri M,P, Somasundaram - Poems and Songs
that is beneath the Su_mi = i ".
S5 2 And - lovliest tale of gll {‘ 2, Sri T.K. Manikkavasagem - Mathematics,Astronomy .
S trueir He tells that you come to sprin%'hnd that i _ and Engineering. .
spring returns-to you," 1 3, Sri R, Tirukutasundaram - Children's 1iterature
. I et Tveiene
y ; : ‘ . Sri A.V. Subramahmanyam - Medicine and Hygie
In these 01rcumstances'the institution of the Poet ‘ STy
| | ari K.S. Nagarajan - Educational methods,
Laureate was integral to our past-civilisation. In the ] S8 Philosophy and Physio-
| i logy.
¢ W=y § ¢ T
vourﬁs of ancient Kings, poets and Scholars were hoﬂoured ) _  Natural Science.
: z 6. sri Jemadagnt
and flourished, Under a democracy, the hpuses of the TELUGU.
; = - o 1.2 O'U_I' o : ')
people are the courts of the yulers in which ou Poety bl ~pdiyaren Tenkata Poems and Songs
deserve to be installed, My predecessor Sri AVinaShilingam, i agsha Sastry :
: . ' ] i hat j s ’ | . Taml daka Madhaverama] Prose WOrks =
Chettiar accordingly came to the conclusion that iy saah = 2, SglrizmﬂalamBCC i { Literary Crifticism
| N o L T X
of the Temil, Telugu, Malayalam, Kanada and Soflskpit Sr4 N, Venkata Rao |\

(Prize to be divided equally)

{

\ = e TR L g Baliaiieiilat . - AT TR iy S 5 e Ik
< 3 el b 3 R I 1S e RS S Sy b i i s ey AT o =y [ - {
s i b e e e e G S S il ek St g g BN e o : ( w
G = B T ot i ls % e b nocMA A S oA



G2,

.

N
(4)
(5)
(6)

(1)
(2)
- (8)
(4)
(5)
(6)

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
+(5)

(6)

Sri M. Bapinéedu Y) Children's 1if ratﬁre
Sri G V., Sitapati %
azfi:“q; ,'(Prlze to be divided equally) \
ari Goteti Jogiraju ; Agrlculture M
sri M. Somasekhara Safma 'History 4
Dr. G. Narayanamurti : Hygiene
KANNADA,
Sri Ranganatha Diwakar History
sri K, Vittal Shenoy Science
sri M., Ranga Rao | Novel
ari B. Venkataramana Bhat Poetry
Sri M, Thimmapayya . Criticism
gri Gamaki Gunduramayya Chih@ren's ILiterature.
MALAYATLAM.
Sri V., Sreedhara Menon Poems and songs
gri Karoor Neelakanta Pillai Short story
Sri S.K. Pottakad . Novel and Drama
sri M.C. Nambudripad Physics and Chemistry
Sri K.E.dob Hvstory, Fconomics,
Politics and Sociology.
gri P,N. Moosath ‘Educational methods,

Philosophy and Psychology.

In the institution of laureateship and prizes the

Madras Government trusq' they have taken an appropriate

step in their educational policy. It is thelr earnest

desire that this policy should embrace the enlightenment

of everyone in the province, Compulsory education on

the

are

basic pattern i1s the first step which the GoVernmeﬁt

taking in respect of children, In respect of adults,

the Covernment of India have offered an annual grani of

" about 18 lakhs, which it is intended immediately *®© Use

to establish adult schools in the premises of t1€ €Xistin,

secondary and larger primary schools. In thig %oPUSeE

full use will be made of Audio Visual aids, 8° that

science may facilitate and expedite the difficult task

of educating the old, In respect of secondaly ed-ucation,

ol ‘j ',,£ LA

1

PUSERERETN T Y 1~*xmmﬂ°um~:z.-ﬁiﬂ i 2 i g
O e DI —— W il - =fiee ising
&

e

blfuxcat%d courses are being introduced, tq supply
a practlcal bai so‘that the countr& is duly supplied:
jwith the technindans réquiregf;:;hffg‘ppagéess. Univer
sity education is growing of itself the colleges
having increased from 78‘ in 1939 to /e 7in 19%?_i
which is evidence of the success of secondary educa=
tion., We are nqt neglecting other activities. In

the matter of phy51cal training this prov1nce takes
pride of place, For music, we are establlshed, with
a grant from the Government of India, the Karnataka
Coilege of music., For military training, we have
sanctioned the enlistment of 6000 cadets,.some of
whom have provided the Guard of Honour tofday; it

1 siithe earnest_enﬁeavour of the Madras Government to '
create by its educational activities the proper

human foundations for its own future and for the
creatness of the country

Any material reward to a poet, which he never

expects, willlbe too small, - Nonetheless to signify
our regard, the Covernment have decided to present

a medal and shafl to-day, and an honorarium of

Rs 1000/- annually for five: years to the chosen

1aureates, 1 invite Your Excellency kindly to award

the insignia of our regard to thelaureates.
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‘ s ) A ‘ 4 Fart. ames) 'gubi:- Poets Laureate - Durbar held on the 14th August -
" *’ ® /// d 3

B , Cclaim of Travelling Allowance - Instructions.

."\ | -"‘lA D to/‘ ’

¥ v , L i, /7] ! W, T The Poets Laureateoare 7

I . c1a1m&£ravelllnglfllowanges admissible to them in

| 0 ¢ IR connection with the%r attendanﬁgﬂat the g£b11c Durbar

| IR IR e o R E A o> adaily sl 3R~ ]

s : 1 fLAskar, et 1F on ljens forward the Bills to the Director Of ©
» A, | ik 0 i

( ime s rigl gl public Inst uctlon for his counter51cnafure. Phe

h & a1 Le < Lo a8 w f(n_. Nwudn hee —
QA&A:P I.1 is Yequested to countersign the T. K, -Billsof -

w‘, : __,l D bt

| 5o J) Ll iRoCtS LaureateyMza), for Tamil, Malayalam, Kannada-

‘ : and Sanskrit, who attended the ?ubllc Durbar, ex=tbe

| W_ e Drsels Fev nseaasaty s hapei=
! | The Poets Laurea'e'are requested to present the

Bills’after counber31gnature by the D.P.I., at the

Accountant-qeneral's Ofllce, Madras, Or aﬁfthe concerne |

District Treasury for payment.

In addition to the single First Class Railway |
fare and the Daily Allowante of Rs.5/- on the 14+th,£0% 1|
gagk a mileage of Two annas per mile may be allowed
as a special case where it is cléimed.

The expenditure will be debited to "37. T. Bdu-

cation -General - Miscellaneous - A.(1).

*

8. Other

grants®.

The Director is requested to take.action to
{ A prov1de funds by Teappropriation or otherwise .

The Accountant-General is requesteiﬁzzhauthorlze

: ¢ s'e' o O\J‘- /M.olfhﬁuawﬁ'ﬂu el
ehe payment of the amounts clalme%(nending provision ©

funds . Y
£

To ETF A

api Namakkal kaV1pnar 67/quéitﬁff/‘

V. Ramalingam Plllal, Poet Laureate 11 Tamil,
~ / 0. Chinna Annameladi, \ . 3

«7amil Pannaily Theagaroya-J
nagare ¢

; u Tallathol Narayana r

S s "“*"‘fl*ff”‘”l4fﬁ;%“”i 5 § Menon, Poet UUUT@atB iam&al&a !
% § st i S i S ] \! (l ] n H L) C‘!/(\ /_" L] (! @ ,I.‘._'\ \__‘.) U‘-‘D : \t/\\l;“ b % = . Ej ?\ f 0 ‘

,Bighop whallers Avenue=iast, \ :
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Notes:-

P

Mahamahopadnyaya
K.S.Krishnanurti

Poet Laureate in
Hameswaﬁm Devasthanam
~ Patasala, Mathural.
. The D.P.I., Madras.
1 “ALGEMGNo! Fimance.

Tt is " submitted that the D,P.I. may be ' J%Z’jpﬁ'

the counter31gning authority for the T.A. Bllls of

the Poets. Laureate who attended . the publlc‘Durbar on

‘the 14th.

~ Instructions may

The Kannada Poet Laureate ha

be issued tO the D.P.Tl.

s submitted his T.A. Bill

which may be forwarded to the D.P.I. for counter51g- N

nature.

T6 s observed tha

t he has claimed mileage
L‘&-‘l/lw ’

at the rate Of 2 annas a mile fors 1.8 _eHeIMATeS . As

O T

‘it may .be allowed. 7)434 HJ-L

A,A,‘ujiq_rate It eal —

4Z??ﬂ5v<When465Bea*ﬁhereﬁbbarezelaimed1 The draft

memo. above 'is for approval.

Finance may see(JL R

Sri o
Sastrigal
ganskrite.
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Edn. dated .

Letter MNo.

To -

Sri V. Ramalingam Pillai,
Poet Laureate in Tamil,
Namakkal (Salem Dt.) with enclosure.

Siz, : .
Py\ﬁ' % ‘ Ref:- Your letter dated 4-9-49 with the T.A. Bill.
“ o‘, AFHE DD R P U:E--- h
O R .
e « Wi th referqnoe to your le\t°r cited .above, I am
e directed to state hhae-onlv a cwnqle I Class rallway fare |
o 'i,‘g_ DRlus a D§11y Allowance ofi RS, 5/- for the 14th ALgUSt and
v ;‘Q§§§"a”g1}qage atétue‘rat% ofy2 Agnas per mile ﬁpj the
\J ac?ua% distance .
Q»}h} ,hggégﬁeaﬂ—saﬁe%éeneér; The additional claim#hade in

Qyoar Pl Bill Rs.16/8/- for Taxi hire and Rs.2-8-0
(

‘on acecount of detention for the train at Salem are not

therefore admissible, A reviéed T.A.Bi1l1 for 3 total

\v

sum of Rs.65-12-0 on the above basis is prepared and

sent herewith for your Signa

ment for countersigning the same, |

i

#2)4.

\
'\

R \x 1,

N e R
| . !
i;I\T@tel-?- A "k r"ﬁ l
ql' 3 i "v
q Please see the letter and m «A.Bill received from

. ! s g 3 o 0
Sri V. Ramalingam Pillai, Tamil Poet Laureate, at ©p.1-3

2 o i
Y

Lauﬁéate has claimed Rs.16-8~

It will be observed at p.3 c¢.f. that the Po&t
0 for Taxi hire froml the

‘ A Wopayatpaassgrrd
Central Stn. to hisﬁ;esidenceﬁgnd to Rajaji Hall and

| back Ow‘pg to infirmity and another Rs.2-8-0 as hfs
{addl

expense at Salem Jn, while waiting Tor, the %raln,

y'a Pirdt clasy fare plus s D.A. ? %/. and a
. {4

b 3
(h] eags at 5.2 per mile where it is' nergorr ed, Were

Ctloned‘te gach of the Poets lLaureates who attended

PO
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the Durbar On the: 1Ath AJGth In the circumstances, i & | \\ ;

F)wm (ﬂZA' G Mo TA @dr: IC/IBS’ Wwﬂ«w

e —

+the draft® letter overléaf to the Poetbs J.aureate forward= A
andd ,
ing a revised T.A.Bill for his s_gnatureL}s for aporOVal

= | | | b draf oo, (5 1 heobh-pesanck bl
. | i il - WK&AW@MPBQ’@{QM

Ff-;. s |
b e B 1] ok
i {, A ik A 1‘, z/: 4 Su (,L'?j ¥ ) |
T4 / 2N | _ v {*‘kuu;f 4 \\.(zﬁuzﬂkajlﬁuauo,VB 2h2 3D ?;du,
A % Vo Bglu oMy i g ik Wf%ﬂ-m M- Moﬂﬂj
; \
5 T Ml dga A e ) 553
' &

£ »0 W(y2). ' | | Meate tee bz fettin [rove k- LM~

vk Pliiqal, Sandoids Roel awualw, akp 139 |
DL e Trel Easeats Ml Mak £i3 T 0 r;mu,
WM&W()@WM&LMW b Preamny, -
Mationroiss ant Rak Ko Freahon fangy ot oy
W»@MW advice Proww e b g.

b Aonafhr meno o s 4 W&AMW
prble ¢ 5 ook Manneo. dalid 2bH-¢4, MW&W

fou sqprab oy

| _ ! B e Lo by

Pinance have agreed to the Secretary's PTOPOﬁal{ et
g™ ‘ e %

‘s‘(}{\ 2 ”’Q S

3 %)
16 HEB \
'M‘W Qé} é

0 pupp b &

above. & draft letter to Sri V. Ramalingam Pillad,

poet Laureate, is submitted for approval  The original

T,4.Bill of Sri V.Ramalingam Pillai for Rs.83/12- 1

a0Ap) submitted for countersignature.

A 0 coap | ’ ! ] 4 m_ 3 3% WM’% M«W }5_\.,19%} .

3y ‘ r » _ L
J Z_:“;;,__ LR )',MA_W R 1 ) S ! i R e E\ ¢ Ne Q§ \JLe i\’}‘"@'& 1 %:‘?‘l’\a ’\ L«:»l% V\ e .;{’ a j0: wﬁ%}
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The inaugurasion of the Poet Laureateshlps in five lan-
,ué res in Madras Province is & unidue occasion in the history
i&—,
of India, marking as it does t.hc formal recognition of poetic
b

talents by a oeople's Government., Madras has taken ‘the lead

3 in India to set up an institution the like of which only Great

Rpitain has so far maintained. The richnessa and variaty of

our lanruages and culture warrants the Covernment's action in

having five Poet- Laureateships to one of the English; Yet, in.

. the ultimate analysis the five litwrary personalities who

have been chosen to grace the Laureateships as the present

incumbents are each pre-eminent in his particular literary

world. They are --. Mahamahopadyaya K.S, Krishnamurthi

Sastry (Sanskrit). Sri Namakkal V Ramalingam Pillai (Tamil) -

)

Brahmasri Chellapilla Venkata Saetry (Telugu), Sri Vallathol

FN‘arayana Menon (Malayalam) and Sri M.Govinda.Pai (Kannada).

~

By apf)ointin[‘;‘ these luminaries to the respective Poet
L‘aurateships Government have not only hoﬁéured their séﬁblar-
ships and aohiévementa, encourage! and raise*phe status of
reggionél 1anguaf;es, and fostered the cult of poetry in the
Provincey fhey have alm established a ﬁigh standard o
attainmeht as pre-requisite cvalification, so thatvfuturo

aspirants for these poste of honour may aim high b kindle

-

the 'peoples' imagzination,

From time immemorial poets have always had an mmm
Place in Indian Society.

Hyths, Puranas and kpiwa awlyf%hﬁ
the esteemed position poets held in the Asu'nhiy e - 1esre
in the palacea of the uingi, :ocial gath-ringg and ‘;:*ﬁl A
And this tradition of hcnour‘lns soets, b
and nublic'ia manifestod throush ‘history. The Hindu and
Moghul pefiods An Indian hiatuﬁ%tter many oxnwl&ﬁ of the
tributes monarchs hdve paid to both court poets and wandering

minstrels. The social history of the various ancient

= R s il 32y
LSS

VIR . 4
¢ oV by D T e e o O = o
Al ST e e O OIS e AT -

S
J



s .uw L E L . S i e}
\L!"f'lw : ,\1"‘ ; “?‘.‘ % e .
‘ IALE ! J ﬁJ g Iy ‘1 [ 4. "., 07T 4 Ty ) E & o, N1 { *

R I e AT UETRS N TR et TS
rRt AN | s} ALY LN ¥ 1) S | R T [
A 4 o8 LY " ‘11: Y 1 : Ry T AT Y \ b o A
i hER TN Lo e ot S 1y ol
of 1! i Ll all A0 e g
i |‘r,' \ - : Tl T | il
0 MR, b ' VRS i
1 L ' L
1S
Y W
o5 | ] tn (N
i 13 i 1"
A\ “ ‘
LT ]
’ ,*}l‘h. L §
<f i
)
i {
1 5 1
[ :
J b
i, i ‘
it i
¥ u
AN |

'y 2
{ o
‘,' ‘, 1
L 3 i
1
: i
19
.' (7] t
.
% 1 ! : Py
: e %
% \




VR

o g A A S T




~—

<
: o
]
=
.
X
1
= Kl
» i Lo
¥ e
N
rH
g
‘
) .
- "
v
»
e -
% -
.
r
¥ Jt
Chies




Namakkal V,Ramalingam Piliai , our Tamil LWSI%C is’

 essentially @ product of the freedom strugilee. Though he has |
been a Congressman from 1984, Sri Ramlinpam Pillai ‘pecame & "
@ | poet of note ohly when the Satyagraha days began. -~ His N

ing verses rallied thousands of youths to the banner of the =

T i

non-violent- struggle. Sri Ramalingam Pillai was born in Oc-

{ _ tober 1888 in Namakkal, Salem District in-a simple atddlmsn (Il ¥ |

class family. He proved bright in his studies and good at
Pamil but his ruling passion then was painting for ‘which he

'\ : _had ex"‘cept,ional apt.i:t-udO. After a year at College and a ‘
spell of clerkins and teaChins ‘Sri Ramalingam Pillaj. haem a
pro fossional paim.er.  But the Gandhian avalanche set hin

off his mﬁx feet and he found new tongue to sing the glow
of the National etmgglu.

| | b sri Ranalingam Pillai s a particularly mppy mm;

for rhyme ma xikk rhythm; and this makes ané—bhiesuaiesd.-
<77 niskpoems. ‘as pulsasing as a military march, as- .“y i P

\ ~ nursery rhyme. - wisk All his high ideals and deep f«lmsl
mno;l them emotional upsurges that appeal directly to the
| il '_ _heart, His lines on the "Non-violent War," "The Spﬂ.nni.u
j W‘heol ® #rhe Creator," are excellent examples of ‘ﬁis ‘!PC"

‘ i cial zeniua. And there 1s a mystic prophetic mi.ssi.un in

bk “Baw 1yrica1 version of the Mahatma's foreboding of mrby!’d”- 4 i

1ines whose echoes will neéVer die to one’who has x read them

onge.  Sri Ramalingem Pillai remains a peoples' POct because |

a

, ‘\,.,‘_‘f‘ the masses read ad remember his 1lilting 14 P : . ‘“

&

Satavadani Brahammairi Ghallam;ug "g;“‘ ;. Mﬂ. ‘the

A | Tclugu Lauroatt was born in Yenanm, (rmj:h 'ﬁrr W But
CAgo 0L e pealdy belongs %o Bast Godavari aawﬁam m‘hﬂ'-{r;

o = ’ ; ‘ N |
Pl j’ settled down, He studied Sanskrit and Telugu W"# and then
P, | MQ“¢§¢ Yo WO for pﬁ«fg@tiﬂt his de of 3mmm
/ the. 1;3@:&6 of the dcholars. Early in 1ife he tdok vo poelry

xl

o A T S S

R o
pe

| and he particularly wullcd mtauhuadam' a form of COWMPO~

s e T

si\,t.iou peculiar to Telugu language and literature which requires

\
4
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i Govinda Pai was responaible for the &novatian

As a poet or
alliterative second httﬁrg .

of writing poems witho
rigid feature of Karmada P
hat made him adapt the

utthe 'prasa’,

oetry. Lt Was t’hia same revalutionan* |

Shake SPearean aound to Kannada j

outloqk‘ T .
noetry and t,ranslateb the ubayat. ‘ " Sri Govinda Paji took O M’w \w
study w Nligions and his t Jina Stut on Jainism, Golgotad l :
on Ghristianitv ‘and V, 2 \ on Bhuddism are notable works.. ‘ ﬁ}i
“on the death of his wife. Regard- ”'ﬁi‘ﬂ

Nanda Deepa 1S a moving ele ' ’
. -

ing his future work Spi Govi
Ln the womb of t.ime, for when and

fAda Pal saysi-- "But let me speak 1O ‘-’;\
more of those ‘fatym babes yev i
whether at all"t’ﬁey‘ "w‘iil see the light d‘ day ‘is known O nly ' ’1

£ 4 (R A . l 5

their Inspi.rer. i W T : L
‘ “ B 5{'-:
It is a cynical truim that the firSt. hundred years of R q{,’

F AT ® notske '
snkieuedie nids s § . d:.tw s | o the poet are the nardest; the inference being that posterity
Hinbon 0y Kursk. S 00 eynif 3\ | ad ef 14iterary merit rather th e !
- " ol 7, AR | TR e ar er em-
i do o A~ ove arls 'm'i o otd' euveTq 'izﬂw Ko N | et b i i ke 4 A i
| ‘ Bi7 nobasy i 9 i pavary reading” ﬁublld'“ This drastic method of letting lapse e S |
A err2 lo 1\ ' sl TR
: ML pnabbid sedong Lcdasllav ,M nI ) {n decades decide the &mdurina quality of his works has pu's . S
o (10 DRT B "3 o
Luroldnovnoy To g;mx 1.,; ed T e I bma HE many @ worthy poet on ,tha shslf, oating his heart out m for oA
B 9008 ol ‘ 1 R,
eddudiwV siovedw ohovs Lenisiloq !Id ) : u 11?.1;10 appreciation pnd sli.ght encouragmt, ' v § B
| boazpnInd saery o m il SRSy oA
: : ' noet dpoq edT  Le%EL %o It ; | ‘
cadels Yo mprely sonab ’i, ond 1 uch M‘Mh""“ ( 1) : e theroi‘oreg Stands to the credit. of t.he pggple and Govern= _
| wﬁ , T Iaviv,” ofi : ; ( sant of this Prqvinqe , that we are able to honour a prophﬂt ﬁﬂ‘“ _
tw-’_ | '!0". 'I‘:eriﬁhﬂ() Vd;"!‘ ’ k \ md b ' ! mm
s Bl snly “in his owa , but also in his lifetime. Proximity
Jidanodtoq 6 &l JedavTUMN SHRaUR iy u!ﬁ"ﬂ shitdwol M pyie :% not dazzle judgement, but neither should famil*;ﬁtsy acidulavs. ”" ’
; AL M e
Tl onoe (gt 1 i e LG y p i atudy IR |
; VoMb o V::q o vl ol .morsent Jath o / %I’ 4 critici”’ From this sensible standpoint a ‘u'\p“'“m“ o i
i3 Frog B M g e 3 ’l' SR _ A
Jetugntl o buo oeiybior sviskregmos Yo Jnebuse & \roass \ of conuuporary poetic talents in the Province was made, and tfh&{ =
4 Rh U J ok ' Ji) | R
Bae La% nbakvod i PG LE9RugnEl S8 18V ot e }x A A i ﬁ.nal selection ﬂaultins A% A b ””inm)“ g %MG' ”M . ﬁ)ﬁ
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