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No., F 50-34/48 A3, |
Government ofp Indias L :
Ministry of Education, Bl 3“'7'?"Cf?Lr

hes Ll o

New Dolnd 3, the = '_ \’}N“November 1048,

Further fapers. : | “ ‘“m. \Lal, Esquire M A e e W o " gl i
; ‘ | Y . *“ﬂ , U er Secretary to the Governmen” -India. :
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JUDICIARY OF INDIA LYING SCATTERED IN VARI@US HIGH (6'}3
COURT OFFICES. @7[‘,

,I am directed to invite a reference to para 1 of this
y's letter No. F.50-34/48 E.I., dated 28th July 1948, o
ject mentioned above and to forward herewith. a copy of
F.13/47-C, dated thg 23rd October 1948 from the Direc
ives and also of the detailed proposals for the mainte
ldic%?l Records in India for any action which the ,
nment may consider necessary.

!\ , ) '“ . n;ur e H{<a
E‘MU': No %6‘370 \Qa Eé» e




* Copy of letter No, F. 13/47 Cy, dated the 23rd October, 1948, from .
Director of Archives, Government of India, to the Secretary to the 3
Government of India, Ministry of Education, New Delhl.<

e —— \

Subject:~- Collection and gleaning of records relating to the Judici-
ary of India scattered in varlous High Court Offilces. .

——

With reference to the endorsement from the Ministry of
Bducation No, F.50-34/48.E.1., of the 28th July 1948 on the above
subject, I have the honour to state that the suggestion to concen- a?

' trate all judic1a1 pon-current records in the Government repos1tories‘

will not solve the problem entlrely as most of the prov1nces and

states have no organised records offices at. all, These records obvious-
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i o 50434/48 A, 2. i ;j : | ' ices are set up by the Governments. Moreover, the Semi-current and
Copy forwarded for informatlon to the Director of

\ Archives, Government of India, with reference ‘to ‘his letter No.
|
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| ly will have to remain in the custody of the Courts till records of f-

ggggent records will naturally be retained by the Courts for their

¥,13/47-C, dated 23rd October 1948- 2 G il 2 ‘ ! day-to-day adminlstration. The control Of records f\I'-'om the earliest o
in- continuggliagnfggwgﬁgszEgi giinégéggggmgitalgg?eg ggra ?ggrmeti?n ‘ \ stage of currency and semi-currency is a sine gua non of their
i6ns nay Wndly be addressod DRt S TR cttectiyo control a6 the Tinsl stage, nanoly, shen they hecons 1
; i By order, , # non- current records of enduring value.:' A : . |
| | Sidal ifter a careful consideration it has been found that the i
; ~;/i?ﬁz;. o 8 records creating agenCieS themselVes_shonld:have well organised
Under .S‘%cretary. p A i - records offices to take care of the current records, keep them in
P iy oL ‘a{ L y i ;i--éi b / order, segregate periodically the semi-current andunonecurrent
‘thpé)?g‘:FLfl?48. | GG A A Sl | N f’records with a vlew to-transferring the -last to a central archives
*f”g? o ‘:ievl Lo L Taril { ‘Where'ontexists, or take care oflthem where a central archives does
WsclE g . o 1”1fwkijl§ 135 \\\T | not ‘exist. NEuEEPY}EEiﬂin India exceptinp Madras has a fully oroanlsed

records office, The Courts will naturally have to retain with them

I O S

| i for !the present -allithe non-current as well as semi-current and

s 4

L - current records. In 'the+eclrcumstancesy I-epnsider that the only
reasonable solution of the problem is that all High and Chief Courts

. - | in India’should establish fully organised Records Offices oftheir

' own. iIn conformity with this prineiple T have formulated a plan of

s rrm——

actlon, which, 1f adopted, will, I think, go a.lamway to solye the

ok L gy
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l ////preSentdifficulties. The- proposal is enclosed herewith,
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PROPOSAL FOR THE. MAINTENANCE OF JUDICIAL, RECORDS
. | .IN{ ENDIA. v, o S e £

Y d —_—
» Al

1, All High courts and subordrnate courts 1n India should have

fully organised records offices with 2 properly trained staff

2. All non-current Judicial records whether of High Courts or
Subordinate Courts should be concentrated 1n Records Of fices of
the Prov1nc1al GoVernments or Stﬂtcs or of Local Admlnlstratlons

_ where such rep031tor1es are properly equipped

3 All seml-current and current records should be retained 1t5Al the’
A Records Office of the Courts themselves. |
A In the - prov1n0es or States etc. where organised Records Offices

do not exist, the non- current Judicial records should be segregateu

from the rest and retained 1n the court records offices till Such
time as the Prov1n01al ete, Repords Offices are established. "
5. The Court Records Offices should haVe tralned personnel competent

to - ' | ' -
(ayh

appraise the value of records, ' ;
(b) prepare descriptive lists of all documents in thoir custody,
(c) help research scholars in searching for materials, '

(d) repair old documents by manual processes. -

63 No records should be destroyed or: disperscd w1thout the knOWIedge
of the Govermment ‘concerned.

74 The services of the local niembers of the Indian Historical Records
Commissiori (Ordinary or Asscocliate or Corresponding) should. be.
utilised by all the courts for all matters pertaining to archiveg
administration. (Resolution VIII of ‘the 23rd Meeting of - the
Indian Historical Records Commission made simllar recommendatiopn
for weeding of high court records)

g -
i

8. Annual Reports of the Court Rncords Offices should be . submittod
to the Indian Historical. Rccords Commisslon through the Governments
» .+ . concerned. NS v Vs e R AY ’“f‘
9.-Any~help.requiredwof.the Indlan RistoricalfRecordsaCommissionfof

JfGoVRnnmentsuconcerned.

10, Facilities. should be given to bonafidcs and responsible scholars

to do research among all non=current judicial records whether trqnct

ferred to the Provineilal rep031tor10s or are retained in the

g trated the records of the District Courts as well as

*_ NﬁbrFQ"f letter No.dl63 )VII/46 <=5 dated 13th June 1947 ser

Courts,

From
Rao Bahadur

!

2 Q The DEoretJrr to Government,
Dr.B.S.Baliga,Ph.D. (Lond. ), |
{
{

ducation and Public Health
Department,
MADRAS .

No.2893 DVII/48-1 dated 13th Decembar 1948,

Curator, Madras Record Qfzice,
CHITTCOR,
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aub - Collection and gleaning of records.relatlno to the
<. Judiciary of Tndia IYan scattered in various
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: The letter from the Director of Arcnives, uovernment of
Tndia, which has bsn forwarded to this Government for what acti
may be considered mecessary,outlines a scheme for centralising -
| .. ¥ing and throwing open for research all non-current records o
| - High Courts and the vubordinate Courts of the various provin L
i 1s Sugg ested that in provinces where there is an organized rgiird i

Hdigh

e comrm

| oifice these records should be centralised in that office -and the
| ) necessary arrangements made there for preserving them and for mak
; ) Y SAw
. them available for research, and that, where there is no orgar w
record office, the High Court > S
. . , st Gou S and the subordinate Courts shoulq
themselves organize record of fices for these purposes, pendins t
organization of the provineial record office, e

ety e e =

2. It will be seen that the Director of Arch
o b admitted that Madras is the only province which has a full
la e i) TeCOrds oifice,. .In this office, therefore, the nonecurron{ O:

oL Dboth the High Court and the Listrict Courts ought, acco i

tne plan suggested, be centralised. There can be no bt xngS to
a Ceutralisation would be advantageous from several point L that sycp
N | but Chere have been several Prattlcdl dif ficulties Wilchbs of view,
now stood in tae way of such centralisation. The chief o?aye ey
the Want of space in the Madras Record Office. The mas i
Y CiIbent rcoOFdo of the SS of the non.

bives has

ganizeq
Cords

High Court and the District Court
S
i lqrée to be accommedated in ay Central Record OEF ek LS is tOQ

Z
S. The only satlslattory way of centralising, prege
and tnromlng open for research the District Court record SI'vipng

S 3
| of centralising them in local record offices in which woaldsbtndt

\ tant district oflices of two or three districts. 7 ) ‘vJET lﬂﬁor
the details of the scheme for opening local recor

ﬁ '€; s uovernme nt Meviorandum No.69926 €2/46-3 Lducatic ufbdifegf;
Fe \ Unrortunitery, however, this is not the time for ors gani i dlay 19
'l retord offices, as they will involve considerable e X] LIZIPS Cal .
e My letier No, l10- )VII/48 11 dated léth October lsrlilbuia
’foa organized only when [inancial conditions improve. &3 m. :
we have to be content with ®hat has already bean i ;Or the Rrsdb
preservatian of these records, The Distret Jud’@;l lloy . PEReL
of Departments, have been asked to send, through Tihe H?“@ ot]
annual reports on the condition of tadr records, in ]

that b\n,f ale Kepu,

as 1ar as possible, good condition m, 08
& 1¢ et

Fort St.George,

9 yreScr\,
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fhas also been given by the Madras Record Office to an attender = | | \ . Ny~
: W : n : } bine : ’ s . Letter/ No : ' Y
| LTOm each ol the District Courts in the art of mending old records, | | - e Rﬁiz s - - E,
50 tnat they might altend to the repairs of the Court records. 3o , ' .
far as making these records accessible Ior research purposes is { : To
concerned, I may say that there has practically been no demand from

E & P.H.(C2).

The Hon'ble the Chief Justicé of the High

any student of history till now for consulting them, Court of Judicature Madras, Madras.
(with enclosureg) \
| > Lol S5l 79 ot ol 0 1y IE eleh - 7 e . \ e \""'; —f:h C ", /

= Ingmesard to the High Court records some of the records Hon'ble Sir, S y& T e &,

|

f

| 2ave already Desil Centralised, preserved and made available for

| research in the Madras Record Qffice. /Such, for instance, are the : Ccllection and gleaning of records relating
Mayor's Court Records, the Coromer's Records and the Sheriff's ha to the Judiciary of India lying scattered im
,Records of the early period. The records oI the supreme Court, the various High Comrt Offices.

/Sadr and the Faujdari Adalat and tne non-current records of the : i . -

digh Court itsell alone have yst to be centralised in the Madras ] T am directe to invite a reference’ fo this

‘Record Oifice., The question of centralising these records has. baen s ' (" e
¥ . - n . . L - 1 ) W iy " = A 1 - ) s A 4 ( . ; } - —a- . 23-8- . 48

§can51dered irom time to time during the last iorty years and it has b N’v Sl S & B fepeTtment Tetter Nojoeose e arte SR

{been agreed that tiey should be centralised in the Madras Record Ofdice, | ' v " | on the subject mentioned above, and to forward, in

s+ |Recently in 1946 T took up this question with the Registrar of the j ‘
High Court ad suggested that all their hon-current ceocris mght # - H continuation, a copy of the letter from the Govt. of
be transferred to the lfadras Record Office arter the records were

1 > S ’ ~ . i finist ducati No.F.50=-34/48.4A.2.
transferred from Chittoor to Sgmore. And in ordsr that T might | f\“ = ity SR e ‘ 3

| know tne space required for the se records, I asked him to let me
ixnow'tneir bulk, To this he replied that the questio of trans. n
iferrlng; the old records of the High Court to the Madras Record Office PPRY oF the meparks Of thbiCrarerbiMEN Sty
Nad been deferred pending the return of the lMadras Record QOffice '
}<1 to Nadras. If the Goverament have no objection the Regi strar may
~linow be asked to state the bulk oI these records,

dated 17-11-'48, with its enclosures, together with the

containgd in his letter No.2893-DVII/48-1 dated
“ = { cd /FU" A e A °(—C/1:—.:1m An W““t tre_ (/'UMM ’ e 'a:
Y ° ¢ 13-12-48, I-am towequest tiat-the Fen'bhre the-Fudges

§ ke . _ I 2 y .

e ,us- Pending tile transfer of these records to the Madras 1
Iﬁgcord Q?Ilce, the High Court is €Xpected, according to the scheme '%-Hrv\?‘ |
‘oi the Uirector of Arcaives, to organize a record of fice on the '
i

lines indicated by him, The Hign Court will be in a position to | | pr. o v 5f
/[ s& wialch of the suggestions has already besn adopted and which can | | Yours faithfully,
\l e adopted now, It may be stated in tnis connection that an annual W oy o Gwnten MR

| report on the condition of its records 1s received by this office
firom the High Court and that for tne better preservation of the

N
! N

[ records two of their attenders have been given training in mending ang | ~ ' ?é}'- 1// ////(113; "?E?FXF%
]one of their clerks has been Ziv it ! u% Cﬁ ////

en general training in medding

| as well as archive preservation., Tnis office has also been mending | o
Some 01 the badly damaged documents of the High Court whenever ( : Note:- Home may seef before issue. o]
i required, Tt is needless for m to say that this office wil] | 1 e Gk Fhs Ao Wl ﬁ“‘””ﬁ
i always be glad to render whatever help and advice it can to the 18 ' ' YA G v ) peenn Rk b o)
M2 3 0 2 y =y P . 7 : [ 3 : '
| H1gh Court in archival mtters and matters relating to historical | '
| researci, 2k

P |
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No. r.w-it/m‘ )

GWOMQ!!‘ aof mn, '
Ministry of mutton.

Rﬁ‘mmz 3, the q}’t | July 1948.
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o . * mm?“ soeretm to thc Chhmt of India.

| A1) Provineial ﬂwmﬁ-‘ %) "Lk

2,

s

IBCTs. . GOLLEGTION AND GLEANING OF RECORDS RELATING o' ¥
ST #’?ﬂwmxm OF INDIA LYING SCATTERRD IN VARIOUG HIGH

COURT OFFICES,

R s

the question of Collection and n..,;,' |
' umm to the Judiclary of India now lying Scattepeg
ous High Courts, mm eonsideration of e
‘ y they consider that the only ,aun.nratmuu“.
to arrange for the cojicentration of all judicial |
S 'meﬁﬁmM¢nm1mm,¢M !
| e ‘,“’5 ase to be Pequired in business, in the Tepesitortes op -
| ~ | ; ._ pEpl | ik O ‘. poial OF State Govermaen® where such repositories are
| s ! ] b sdont ', ally equipped. Detalled suggestions in this regars
% baing fraved and viil be forvarded to you, as Som as they
are finalised, for the consideration of the Provineial Govern.
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E e W} Az M‘ YW é—_"‘" T , T a0 Bahadur ' ! The Secretary to Government, = s '
; . o ﬂ-o.a.uux%/w O B.S.Baliga, Ph.D.(Lond.), [ Zducation and Public Health®™
! /C@W 6/&«0 /G\P’f/e’w’ - i Dr. o o £a , .
e <t 1L / AN, Curator, Madras Record Cffice, 1 Department, ot gy WAt
| 5 \ﬁ’ o éﬁ?(ffw?/ ).Qw o CHITTOOR, { Fort St. George,
L I T SR A A R o o eSS S T s o 3
""VS’—“ SRy : [ No.2013-D-VII/48-1, dated 2nd September 1048
(} =4 /
m \'\’(’% Y Sub:- Collection and Gleaming of Records relating to the S &
r : {’3,, - Judiciary of India lying scattered in various High
%Sﬁl Court Offices. /-""?P‘S‘L\‘ e -
| Ref:- Copy of Letter No.56006/48-5,0-2, Edn., dateq 23
; August 1948. :
;‘- 77- 7 \ -
MG - | 2 . I request that a copy of tl'/xe letter of the Government of Indis
. S Jy b U \# 3 Mintetry of Education, No.F.50-34/48 E.I., dated 20th July 1048 which’
;' L—"“y F= {;‘g—w‘— U= ‘ ? \ ?';Iénr:fe‘rred to in the’letter clted above, may kindly be Sup’pliezi toege
- ;
3 IL:
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R.O.C. No. 4306/49-D. 6.

From
K.N.Genpati Esq., B.Ao, Bar-at-law,

Registrar of the High Court of Judicature,
-“;{:{%m 1 4., -Madras.
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To w piay v S )
The Secretary to Goverrnment,,

Education and Public Healt,h Department,
Fort St, George,

MADRAS

Dated, Madras, the__6th July 1949.39

Sir,

Subject: Collection and gleaning of reconrds relating to

: the Judiciary of India lying scattered in
y various High Court Offices,

@/ )_‘ Reference:- Your letter No,56996/48-2, C.2 (Edn).

In this letter NoosFo50-34/48-E.1 dated 28th July 1948, the Goverpy,

0f India state that deteiled suggestions are being framed and wily be

forwarded to the provincial Government for consideration as 800N gg
they are finalised. Please state whether the detailed suggestiong

have been received from the Government of India,

|
REG’ESTRAR.
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