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ENCLOSURE, ﬂ£>~/%ﬁ?, %V

Copy of letter No, Ref,No.J(b)/13413/49, dated
3-8-1949, from the Reglonal Employment Officer, Madras, to
the Superintendent, Government Press, Madras, %é

Sub: OPPORTUNITIES of employment for women = in printiﬁg;
industries.

‘
——————s
{
!

Most western countries are employing women in large
numbers in the printing industries, This so not only because
these countries feel that women should be given equal
opportunities with men, but also because it was found tha
women possess a speciai aptitude for certain types of work,
such as binding, inking, proof reading, art work, etc, and
excel men in these trades,

e e

| , ' ~ In our country no organised effort has been made so far

| to give women employment opportunities in the printing trades,

‘At a time when our country is striving to raise women to a

4  status of equality with men and is opening out opportuniti-s

| - i of employment to them in as many directions as possible, it

is but fitting that avenues of employment in printing industries

should be thrown open to them unreservedly. I request you, ‘
therefore, to examine the question carefully and mwm open out
as many trades in the printing industry as you feel proper to
women, As a first step at least women may be encouraged to
enter a select few trades for which they are most suited.

For employment in most of the jobs in the printing
industries, a brief period of training is necessary, because no
: raw hand can immediately fit satisfactorily himself or herself
| i ‘to the job, The Employment Exchanges can accept the responsie
' bility of selecting women candidates with neccessary background ang
‘ aptitude, and possessing the minimum educational qualifications
| 1f you would kindly arrange to provide them with the necessary 4
| training in the trades which you may choose to throw open to
| women, If this is done, we shall very soon be able to builg up
b a group of women-workers who can rightly be termed as the
b 4 vanguard of an army of women-workers in the printing industries.

Your press has been deseribed as "the largest single
printing unit east of Suez", and it is right and proper that
this experiment should be tried here, PEmployment Exchanzes wilj
| ¢ give you the fullest co-operation and carry out the necessary
Q l publicity among suitable women and see that you are well supplied
= with right type of women who will not only bring credit to
! themselves, but open up a new avenue of employment for women in
| general, When success in this sphere is achieved, the Madras
' Province can rightly take pride in having led the rest of India
in having given women their due recognition in the printing trades
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! ottt i
of a Provinces. [ {
It seems that no restrictive orders have been issued

under this section by this Government in respect of employment

At e L

'TWL* Memarks of-Eéaanee-aad Pub (qer)Amay be 1nv1ted UeOe

of women in the Government Press., In the circumstances there

L seeﬁs nc objection to giving the lead to the 3.G.P. to train

women as .proposed by hlm.
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