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R L From ‘ To
| | | _ | 1 AR S Sri A, Alyappan, M.A., The Secretary to 'Govenmme‘mtu
| . | | it Superintengent . Equcation & Public Healtn 'Depar?&mmt.,
| Government Museun, Fort St, George, ’
i | | ‘ Egmore, MADRAS-3, MADRAS g, _
! , | dily ) wlgs s b N7 el ' - No, 2550-2/48 Dated the 10th November 1943,

Bip,

Sub:  Museun - uperintendent Government Mugeun - Interviey.
the Hon'ble Minister of Education,. | mgw'

‘_A y ; : . —5.7 SN e L | L LN T aziff e A;‘ _f ‘ LT LR : _00000..

S Doy

- - I have
eorresponderice between Mr, : _
the bresentation of four paintings, by um, Ag 3
to discusg the matter with the Hon'bie Minister fop Educa lon, : may
kindly be permitted to 1nterview the Miniater.} I may alsc be 11&*?%&*:@&
the date ang time when the Hon'ble Minister wiil Ting it convenient .
to grant me an interview, , ;

>

Yourg ‘fai‘chi‘ully -

=, S
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" TRUE COPY " | =t

T.A. Ramalingam Chettiay, BeA., B.L., COTMBATORE,

& Member, Indian Constihi?ént Agsembly Dated the 18th October 1948.

To . ' _ : .
The Superintendent, ~ -
Madras lMuseum, ‘

IMADRAS, : ,

Dedar S8ir,

I see the special comnittee gppointed has recommended the%
establishment of an Art gallery as part of the Museum and the development
of the same, The Retrenchment and Reorganisation Committee has also v
endorsed the same. I do not know what steps you have taken to give effect
'to the recommendations. To meet the need for additional space, it was
suggested. that the. buillding of the Victoria Technical Institute may be asked
' to be gilven for housing the Art gallery end the art collections of the
Mugeum. I do not know whether the management of the institute has been
approached and what reply they have given. I, case arrangements are gpﬂe
for properly housing the Art gallery and éexhibithg the plctures there_in, I
. ., would like to make a present of four plctures one each of Nandalal Bese, .
/11 Abintharanath Tagore, Sarda Charan Ukil and Rghman Chugtal. I will therefore
}be obliged if you will kindly let me know how the matter stands.

|
i
5

Yours faithfully,
154/~ TeA. Remalingam Chettisr.

#“*“#ll*"*"#ll*“#!l#Il*il*ll*"*ll*"*"*"'*ll#"*"*Il*"*ﬂ*"*ﬂ*“*"#"*"*ﬂ*"*ll*ﬂ#N*ﬂ*n*n*n*

" TRUE GOPY "
Dr, A. Alyappan, M;A.’ Ph,Ds, - GOVERNMENT MUSEUM,
, EGMORE, MADRAS-8.
D.0. Ng. 2550-1/48 Ar. Dated the 22nd October. 1948,

Dear Ur, Ramalingem Chettiar,

Many thanks for your letter dated the 18th October 1948,
Ag I told you in person the gift of four pictures by the most outstanding
artists of India, which you.have .cffered this Museum is the greatest private
donation ever made to thig Museum. I hope that your condition, namely the
arrangement for the proper hou®ing of an art gallery, will be satisfied by
the Government starting negotiations with the authorities of the Victoris
xTechnical Institute. Though Government recently told me that they would not
. !spend public funds for an art gallery I have pressed for Gevernment |
%ﬁ,;reconsidering their view especially in view of the recommendations on the
i

PN, 3 subject by the Retrenchment and Reorgsnization Committee.
O (AN &

“‘£:q7 I am seeking an interview with the Hon'ble Minister

| for Education on the subject of your letter. Meanwhile please let me know
whether you have any objection to my releasing the news of your kind offer
to the Presss

Thanking you onee sgaln for your generoslty to this
institution.

Yours feithfully,

84/~ A. AIYAPPAN,
To s SUPERINTENDENT o
Sri T.A. Ramalingam Chettiar, B.A. B.L.,
i Member Indian Constitutent Amsembly,
COIMBATORE.,

0 T 0 0010 00 0006 0000 o 000 o 0010k 0000 00000 Tk 0o T 00 T 103000 0 e T 1 10 P 0 B e o

T.A. Ramalingsm Chettiar, Be.A. B.lL., COIMBATORE,
Member, Indian Canstituﬁent Aghembly. Dated the 28th October 1948,

Dear Mr. Alyappan,
Your D.0. Yoo 2550-1/48 dated, 22nd October 1948,

1ave no objection to your publishing the offer made by me that s
AAs 3 o o T _amwn N e e
~nsements are made for houglne an &+ =



Yours faithfally,

8d/- T.A. Rgmelingam.Chettlar,
" TRUE COPY "

T

- Governuent, Mus eun, Superintendent. ¥/ =
"‘ - Egmore, MADRAS -8, - -
! Dated the i1ith November 1948,

9 (<. 3
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Sir, . i ‘;':

4 ~ Sub:- Government Nuse

1679

>< “ Government. 1 am now getting the estimite of costs
B

From ;
Sri.A, Alyagpan ,M.A.Ph
qumprlnten
Governnent Museum, anid
M DR A S W

gllery for the Muse ‘f"’~': i
Ref := Memorandun No. 0&559/7”—3 02 Educatioa 4-4-/

The Councll of the Technlcal Ins
thzt they would lend wall space in the mair
to hang he portraits which are ex € :
from the Ragajl Hall (ﬁamo*andum»
’Departmentg 14-10-1947) The ¢
space can be found in the Main Hall.
hind the main Buildings which,with
used temporarll . 8 an Art @aller

of theV.T.I. would charge o nominal o &ng/-P@v me@
‘Before thls long Eall cen be used as rt Galler
recuire slight structural alteraxlons the expenalzmre for
fwhlch ,the Secretary of the V.T.I.. days should he ret by

repared to place the whole matter before Govermmemt
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Q'r"! _A ﬁ1‘j'ﬂ"3 LN ]' D.U., ln(./ bbCrbtc'*y LU G’U’gurautlbnu o 4
Supe rnptﬁna“nt, Educstion and Public Feslth Department |

Governrient Museum, Fort .St Georg@ i
Eemor s, MADRAS -8, M ADR A S, : i
No.2550/48-144n, Dated the 23rd May 1949, ' |

2GR ”‘*"Y *“36'&,5,1 Sub:- Government Museum - Art Gallery for the Museumiz. .
/// : e Torawads e

40 iy Rei Government Memorsndumn No, 84555;48- 02 Buueation
ey i B dated 4th _An‘r‘;l 1943, My letter Mo, ?5‘*0/‘“3—11!"’
@ 40022

doted 16-4-'49 ®. ﬂlmwti %9 P L

"V ﬁiu[l f ‘
'““M» “ The alterations referrad to in my letter No casayiaiilyy |

dated 16-4-V49  are ;-
5 #® (1) The provision ot glazed shutters,
* (2) The shifting of the entrance from the western end

3=

(3) Provision four pendent lights

to the east .

(4) Laying & foot pahh

2, on further consgiderstion of the m-tter, I find tha*

items Nos.1 & 2 are not cssential , Visitors con be directed 1o

o tha present entrance by tae provision Of twe Siga doarda. ThE
1Tem%ining itens, 3 & 4, and the sign boarcs will not cost =ore
9 than fu.300/-. Detzilod estim tes for these itens will be prepar*
SN follbscurrinE L ten: oY SFERTEL AR SeR
S :3.The victoriz Technic~l Institute would require us to
‘w8 pay the monthly rent Of Rs.18/- =2rd the current consumptior #
ST A G alect™io lights, which will not be much as the
total numbern of these is onty about, 10 and tthe lights would only

be sp: ringly used on cloudy days, I have the honour o r.guast

i N 3 T 3 B “\C)T : ‘
that Guvernment will be pleascd o approve of the payment of the

monthly rent of 0. i5/- for the long hall.  For the loan of the

P g

wall spece in the Main Hall for hanging the paintings= novw in WS

: J-' Rajaii Hall, the victoria Technical Institute will not be chare-
‘TAEE 3 il i P8 i oy 5 57 8 e e

4bove, the question of appoinving a peon also will srise. After
\3, Ne SH

f (J.OVU} nI}QYfL l n 11‘ G m 11. l;\‘ T T ?_)ill;:').l l

P,

: 4}in8 us any rent. If governmeblt spprove of ny proposal referroed &
5l i & any rentb
X snbmit
{

Yeceiving the 01du,c

| my prog lg for -the ayrointmant of a peon, =»Yong with the
nly 1 i 081 8

para 2 pf this léster

esti-~

mats referred §o iF

Yours faithfullw,

i
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\‘XWC& o Teoms No - FhS 59— Cg. Edm ., dak= 8 |
. ST R : : |3 < Sub:- Art Gallery - Government Museum - Interview.
'/;;k\\ Please see the H.M.'s minute on psge 1 ambe. .
T e S L \;!\;}' ¢ The Special Committee appointed by the Govt. in

- 1948for suggesting improvements to the Govt. MNuseum, 1
Madras, recommended among other things, that an Art
Gallery should be established and that ‘the Victoria

Technical Institute 'bgilding in the Pantheon Road was

= eminently suitable for being used as an Art Gallery.

B "’.)'

2.  The S.G.M. suggested to—shedemiie
N ¥pdorer in connection with the above recommendation
\D ' MieAovix. Fechviod S

that negotiations might be stsﬁﬁﬂ:h the CouncilY on

the following points: & ' :
: i Viehmia Techmiend Goropde e
(1) whether the =PI would agree to use

their building on the Pantheon Road as a picture
gallery; | . ]

(2) l..f th?y agree€d to this’whether t“iney would
agree to se‘t gepart a part of their funds towards

(a) the initial expenditure °

& (b) the recurring expenditure of the
picture gallery

and (3) In case the Govt, and the Couneil of the

Me to an agreement on the queétion aef the
buildings and the funds) details regarding the manage-
ment of the Art Gallery would have to be worked out,
The S.G.M. also ebserved, that 1f the V,T.1
P @ Council agreeg agEEEX to the firgt suggéstion the mest
“f\‘ . stupendous .difficulty in the waj of the formation of
the Art Gallery namely the cost of a 5.3 larg§
building would be got over and it was hoped that the
VT, & Council would neot have ﬁny serious ob jection to

the suggestion.

B Before any ne
L %m
with the hy.T.I)'the then Joint Secretary

gotiations wepe started

\Mir, P.S. Viswanatha Ayyar I.c.8.) visited the Govt
Museum on 11-8- ;

1947 1in connectionswith the recommends

tions of the Special Cormi tiee ancl“ 3 '
Reooumenged. ag

s -
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. of India on condltion, n&mo%a;-$he- arrangemcnt{ for the

ot

on the subject relating to Art Gallery:

follows -

"after discussion it was felt that though this A AT ;” A

’

wa;Lhighly desirable item it was better tolbry, SARCERIED 4 et S RN e
E :

1t on public support and on a non-offictal basis and not e v

toc make it a charge on Government Trevenues unless all : i/

other sources were first explored.” : \ i 5t D

L. : 5 b
In the circumstances the Govt. did not propose to take | J | T

any action on this recommendation.

4, sSri T.A. Ramalingam Chettiyar is w{lling to /= S ey 7

gi¥e a gift of 4 pictures by the most outstandinz_grtists
Ao hr

proper housing of an Art Gallery will be satééfieé'by ~the

Govermment starting negotiations with the authorities of

the Victoria Technical Institute.

s. Sri T.A. Remalingam Chettiyar was the

Chairman of the in this

: - of
R & R Committee. He refers

connection to the recommendation of the Committee
we N~

establishment of an Art Galleryj,. The
recommendation of the R & R Committee

(O e P
—_—

regarding the

runs 28 follows: ij:;&_; k
"The Committee considers that the development
of an Art Gallery and ag—Arts Section oi the Museum
will have to.be taken up soon snd in a glace like ﬁadras
with its own civilization and development of fime - arts

special develepment can be expected only in & properly l

7

quipped Museum, "

>

Th - -
@; 4 states that on the ; ‘

@tlon of an Art Galler £ 7 o i 4
ques J or this Province he informed § ¢ B |

/
expressed on

Sﬂpdt Govt. Museumn,

g W R Committee of the views of the Govt

i subject at "yv above:,

He states that since the 'f

Committee has howevep BXREE Ry pressed the : i {
recommcndation, the Govt :

e b o

s M
ay reconsidar the matter
For eorders whether

fa the question will be

g red and tne fLas = Y ‘
e CONS jide negotiations started with the Counci WhM&L\mnV:?£:q¢uft ;
. +he yictorlia Technical Instit ; g ke i
of ¢© § ..y ute on the lines suggested Cgperloatteld, Y otk |
h.b' S,G'MQ g_— 4 m ,{/ﬁ\’%w"

by t ; O /$rM/ﬁLﬂﬁk : : i

7 The file iy be circulated to H.M. (Edn.) in

a3 RE
.connection with the interview with the S.G.Wlfon 9-12-48.

—————e—

K M
- e €Y

A
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e :
— . Ak

I understand that Sri T.A. Ramalingam Chettiar has

offered the fellewing four pictures:-

R

(1) The Head of Shiva by Nendlal Bose,
" (2) A View of a mountain by Avanendranath Tagore,
(3) A female beggar on silk by Saradacharen Ukil, &

(4) A woman by Rahman Chugtai.

Of these, the Superintendent tells me that (2) and

(4) are very famous things and any Museum will be anxious

to have them.

We may accept khasex the offer of these pictures,
but the condition that has been put by Mr.T.A.Ramalingam
Chettiar is that we must start an Art Gallery with these
pictures. If the Sﬁperintendent of the Museum can find
separate room to start an Art Gallery, we may &ccept these
pictures.

He wants permission to speak it over to the autho-
rities of the Vietoria Technical Institute, so that
they may rent atleast a part of the building for the
Art Gallery. We also tells me that it has been kuiik
beautifully built just to suit an Art Gallery. I think

Awﬁhere is no'objectlon to allowing him to talk over with
T ' 4D
hem.  He may [do so and report.

. ————e—— T
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discussing the metter with the Superintendent, Govermment Museum ’minuted that
R )

2\

if the Superintendent of the Museum could find separate room to start an /
Art Gallery, the pictures might be accepted and that the Superintendent,
ié’é%ﬁermnent Museun might also be allcwed To negotiate 'with the authorities of
the Victerie Technical Institute as to whether they will rent a pert of their

building on the Pantheon Road for use &8 an Art Gallery. After consulting

the council of the Victoria Technical Insittute, the Superintendent, Govermment

TAPA f‘—,fr”(‘.f She C&,, &—ﬁb&%/t— \_ﬁ A M

Musaum he.s proposed the renting of & hall in the building of the Victoria Techni-

cel Institute on & monthly rental of Rs.lb/- per mensem. If the proposal is

o.pproved; he would later submit proposals mior the appointment of a peon and
estimates for about Rs.300/- for provision of lights, laying a foot peth and

erecting signboards. The current consumption charges also will have to be’

met by Government.

i 2. A similar proposal to establish an Art .Ga‘l_'l‘er'yl we.s previously consi-
bl o Ahelo 57 R oY . e
| dered in 194‘ with reference to the recommendation of & special committee appoin- . ./, .

_——

L
1
ﬁ . ted to suggest improvéments to the Government Museum. The then Joint Secretary,

B E & P.H., after visiting the museum noted as follows:-
®

"After discussion it was felt that though this was & highly desirable <[ @}

item it was better to try and run it on public support and on &

non-official basis and not to make it & charge on Government re;ivenue

unless all other sources were first explored'. AR e )
~Viade Guo, one. 0T H -5 48 s SR e |
! Accordingly the proposal was not spproved by Governmen% The question however

appears to heve been taken up separately for reconsideration with referemce to ./

the recommendation of the Retrenchment and Reorganiseation Conmittee nﬁ%.‘ﬁ
LAA-&‘L s D
the Govermment finally decide not to stert an Art gallary et the cost of m -z\f" = i ) *’

. revenues, /. B present proposal ” heve to be dropped. E & P.He may : .

theref'ore'await e decision in the other file.

- A tui","? 1< T4
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