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AN e Ganpatvl Esquire IO‘ '.u’ lar-ﬂt Law, =
Registrar, High Court, Madras.

=N

To.-
The Secretary to Government,
Education and Publlc Health Department, :
Fort St. George, Madras. (with enclosures)

Dated 23rd March 1949.
Sir’ R = LR

Subject: Records - Destruction of old recerds ~ West maﬁggégap‘

AT Division = o N
& *-3.J(+ Reference:Your Letter No. 56996/48-2-C-2-(Edn.) Dated 25-8-1948.
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~ b Dr.B.S.Baliga, Ph.D. (Lond.), | The Secretary to Government,

5 Curator, Madras Record Office, [ . Educatson & Public Hewlth Dept,
r Chi ttoor, _ L Fort St. George, MADRAS.

| g No.1132-D.7/49-1, dated 28th April 1949, 1
b v | Destr | ; ﬁ E

; e earoee - SO Sub:- Records - Destruction of old records - Weat Tanjore

L g st by, ‘and North Malabar divisions. pg. 3\~ b okl

| oU hiw 102 )< Ref:- Government Endt.No.20770.1.C2,Edn. dated 5-4-1949.
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VLY 7 The High Court has sent in certssn lists of district Court
"~ pecords of the current years that have been marked out for fe
1//gestructton and solicited the' orderg of the Goverfment as . to"
* whether these records can be ‘destroyed. This has been done in
- fpursuance of the advice tendered by the Director of National
Archives of TIndia to the Government of .Tndsa to the effect that
no records belonging to the Courts should be destroyed without
consulting the Provincial ‘Government.
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L loteoy /nﬁ,ﬂo g E(/{M) &at@—& ) - Wk, ' E 2. The Director, 1t will be seen, has not drawn any
9 . \|di stinction between the  01d and the current records. Presumably
é&? his 4ntention is that neither of these classes of records should
- q. be weeded without consulting the Provincial Archivist, 4.e. the
Curator, Madras Record Office. He séems to think that 4t 4s the
business of the Provincial Archivist to see that no records Of
historical value in either of these classes 1s destroved., And.
for this purpose he seems to suggest that the Provincial Archivist
should scrutinise the lists of both classes of these records
: weeded by the Courts and say which of the records should be
¢ tL'TQ. 0., 3 destroyed and which retained, ¢
, . 5
3. Now, 80 far as the 0ld records, whether of the courts
» or of the other departments, are concerned, it 1a doubtlese
the duty of the Provincial Archivist, especially, 4f he happens
to be a historian, to see that none of them which are of any
historscal value are weeded and destroyeds Tt therefore becomes
esgential for him to scrutinisé the 14ats Of weeded records. All
eminent archivists are agreed on ‘thig point, It ¢s for ‘thig
reason that our Government have so long 420 28 1933 1ssued
instructions to all Heads of Departments, 1ncluding the High
Court, to consult the Curator before destroysrig any of their
' records of- the East India Company's period. But 80 far as the
' - current records of the courts or other departments are concerned
' : the position 1s altogether different. Archival oninion has
\ nowhere prescribed thet the current records should be weeded by
' ] , A -the srchivist to enable the preservation of documents of historical
: : iy ;} 1 value. “On the other hand 4t has definitely held that the weedsng
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f 3 and destruction of the current records 4§ the buATiess. ob FtHE
1 . ' ' | i [ departmental authorities themselves who crested them; and that
EEL : o o ‘§1t 18 not at all the business of the archivist or thé hﬂétor(an
? This view te based on the recognition of the sound princinle
that the departmental suthorities slone are SimAsTAne e judge
t which of their current records are of smportsnce For thain
? purposes and which are not, and that, 1f these author:itses
retain only the current records which are needed for thess e
\ both the archivist and the historian can have no €r0unh S0E noses,
) . complaint., In fact 1% 18 held that unless the departments
e degtroy such of ﬂhﬁrcurrgnt records as have no admini atratsve
bl value for them the task of the future archiviat, and the 3
hietorien 18 bound to become enormous, seeing that B ForGan
will have to make arrangements on a gigantic scale to house snd
preserve properly immense collections of all gsortg of A (s
and that the latter will have to wade through a1l these smmenae

3 collections to collect the relevant materisl for his research
[kt work., T invite rererence 4n this connection to my letter No 3
(‘ L-,‘/ oS (7 1_‘51]-DVTT/1948”1, dated 29"’6“1948 d'[ SDOSQd of sn (}u OAMSQFAO ")05'? { \
&, ¢t 3 Hducation dated 10-9-1948. That letter was A R B
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‘proposal similar to the present oné was made by the Indian Y |
% +orical Records Comm4 ssion that no current records Of the .
‘departments should be weeded without consulting the archivist.

W In that letter I pointed out how the proposal was opposed TO ;
: archive principles. T also remarked that as the current records L |
¢ of the various departments are weeded under proper and well |
%i defined rules to ensure that no important documents are destroyéd |
i 5t wae quite unnecessary to give effect to the proposal. The |
“ Government then were pleased to agree with my views and to simply

r record the proposal, :

b 4., The present proposal is in no way dif ferent from the
{} preVﬁous,proposal. Only the present one relates to the jggigla;;
 recordg alone, 1nstead of the records of all departments envi-- j o £~ ¥

@Q;“~su ed in the gprevious one. Jaimynopinion 4n both the cases, the | \\ % # . ¥

" principles involved being the sane, the Gbvernment should not & | S WS ¥ e gty B 7 R qr -37
approve the present proposal when they have considered thating gty ' N g g ¥ ] i, e 5
action 18 necessary O_HOI‘JGhe brevi ous prOposal. T find that the T : ; ‘ ] ‘_,1“”“ Lo . - ~ H.Ct. No: 4 (thick)—5.002—28-11-41.
High Court and the District Courts are, just like the other"dépjrt—

i,
ments of the Government and the Board, weeding and destroying. % ; RO.C No. 2792/49-D8.

their current records according 1o certain well defined Pules.

Just as the departments are doing thig work on certain gpecific A

jnstructions prescribed, to ensure that -no documents which are : e Bl oy, P :
congidered important are destroyed, the Courts are doing this. K.N.Ganpstl Esquire, B.A., Rar-at-Law,

| work according to certein rules issued under Act V of 1917 as ; : 1 1
B et 4313 not b egistrar of the High Court of Judicature,
\ - | Madras.

From

province of the archivist to question the destruction of the {: e,
current records of the departments by the departments themselves, 24
1t 1s in my opinion not within the province of the archivist to

question the destruction of the current .records of the courts by
the courts themselves.
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& 5. If, however,the Govermment desire that the 11sts should be jﬁﬁ,
‘scrut*nﬁsea by me I shall do so., But an that case the lists shauld \ ,
be drawn up in such a manner as to enable me to Judge thé importance .
of each and every paper contained in them. At present only the
numbers and yesrs of the siits and the clasges %o which they belong
have been gpecified.. . This 48 not enough, The 1lists will have to
ghow the subject matg¥r of each and every paper, the nsmes of the
parties, the amount in dispute, efc. The best thing would be %0
obtsin s few samples of the records belonging to the various
classes and to send them to me, I shall then savy how the lietse
chould be drawn up. Afterwards the courts may be asked 1O

draw up eimilar lists for all the records which are ripe for ' \
destruction and' send them to this office for serutiny. All this - _ ¢ i : 0% T :

w11l no doubt involve a great desl of labour. It will also be Subject: Records - Destruction of old records ingthe Judicial
necessary to employ temporary establishments in the courts, Land [ ; Depaptfient, s 10 0T ,
4n this office for this special work, It 48 therefore for  \. Ref: ‘1) Your lettér No. 56006/ 48-2 (%ﬁn.) dated 23-8-48
congideration whether such detatled lists should be prepared % i ] (2) My letters R.0.C.Nos.1710 and 1947 of 1949-D6 dated

; }l « 25-3-49 and _16—5-49. LS PF‘ dg‘? Sy

6. The enclosures received with the Government endorsement g \ ®
are returned. » \ ;

4 :
q‘)‘(Qﬁ ¢! i%e Sacretary to Government, Education and Public Health,
W4 LA  Fort 8%, George, Madnqg?

L : A ey : Dated, Madras, the___220d April _19 49.
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Youreg fajthfully,
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" ante, the Govt.
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4, 1In issuing ng}ggggction‘a%g%K’ Gl o0
TSI R %

rdered this Govt. to follow

J‘ ; g ‘ fawl i) ¢ 44 ot R 2 x
4 of India have not peremptorialy o
Further when they i ssudetailed instruc-

eference to *X' on p.l. of 'G', the Govt. of .

might take any action this

the direction.

'.-ﬁﬁons with T
'._ ‘l 3
iflndia«stated that this Govt.
might consider necessary. The High Court was also

‘E*Govt.
" In the circumstances, it does‘

& informed in the same strain.
’Jjﬂﬁ$‘seemiobligatory to follow the instructions of the Govtﬁ
0

%:of India in view of the remarxs of the Curator, M.R.O.
?f.There seems nNO objection to agree with the‘views ofiitize ®

| High Court that the previous‘saﬂcti@n of Govt. need nb%'be
insisted upon in the case of ordinary records pertaining to

ome may see for remarks

For orders.H
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