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Sri A, Aiyappan, M,A,,Ph.D,, The Secretary to Government,
Superintendent, .~ = Education and Public Health Deptt,,

- Government Museum, . - Fort St. George,

Egmore, - MADRAS-8, -~ "~ MAIRAS ~9.

No. 605/49- ( 16774 Da.\t*sﬁd the 3rd March 1949,
sir, ( f> WAR 1049

'”€2rs -~ Government Museum -
:\A‘.;: s

‘\\‘3"7'\’ (!

/_. A

' 1 beg %o forward;ioffghe.sympathetic congi-= {|
deration of Government, the petition of Sri S.T, Satyamurti, \

> . Curator, Zoological -~ . Section in this i,

The work which Curgtors in this Museum have
been doing is of a.comgara$1ve1 high standard, As proof of
this, I would like to bring to the notice of Government that
within the last three years, three curators of this Museum
have been selected as class I officers of the Scientific
Departments of the Central Government and another old Curat
Mr, T.N, Remachandran is one of the'most distinguished
of the Archaeological Degartments The salaries waid to Curator:
in this Museum are indeed very low in comparison with the
gsalaries paid elsevhere to men doing similar work, As a
consequence of this, Curators leave this institution after
very' short periods of service, Within the last threes years,
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1 had to appoint three Curators in succession for the Chemical ,
Conservation Section, -In the interests of efficiency alone
T would appeal to Government to consider this petition most
sympathetically., | v - ‘

Yours faithfully,

0 C

‘ngUPERINTENDENT.

3]

From s i :

S. T, Satyamurti, M,A., F.Z.S.,»
UCurator for Zocology,
Government Museunr,
‘Egmore,
Madras 8,
: y /“'—\

The Secretary to Government,
Bducation and Public Health Departments.

Through the Superintendent, Government Museum, Egmore, ladras 8.

Dated Madras, i2th February, 1949;\

‘Sir, : -
In continuation of my previous pet;;;;;:’datgd 2.8.,1948, I
beg to submit the follewing for your kind and sympathetic
consideration,
In reply to the above petition, the Governmgnt_have stated
C§> |9¢ -}.in their G.0, Ms. No. 3308, Education, dated 28.12.1948, that

they de not approve of the proposal to revise the scale of pay
of the Curators so as to be on a par with_the Assistant Profes;:;;
of the Madras ﬁducational Subordinate Service as the gualifications
laid down for the two posts are not the sane,
I may, however, be permitted to invite the attention of the
Government to the following facts relating te my work, and te
request that Government may be pleased to re-consider their
decision and pass favourable orders revising my scale of pay as
(izyﬁbcl:}°requested in my previous petition dated 2.8.,1948,
[ Regarding the difference ingoualifications between those
/ prescribed for the posts of Assistant Professors and Curators
of the Madras Government Museum, I beg te submit that in spite
5\[;\ { of the fact that the minimum qualificatien laid down for a
/ ; Curater is a B.A. or B,Sc, Pass degree, the candidates appeinted

to the posts are as a rule Honours graduates with considerable

experience and record of research work in their respective
subjects, Iimay be permitted to add that I am a fivst class N,A,

in Zeology with sound practical experience and foreign iraining

in museum technique te my credit, and consequently my actual

-
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équalifications cannot be-considered to be in any inferior te
those of Assistant Professors,

Further, as a Curator of this Museum, my work includes &
wide range of arduous and responsible duties involving considerable
intellectual labour, capacity for original work and a high degree
of technical skill and ingenuity. In view of the fact that the
nature of a Curator's work is seldom fully realised and appreciated,
I beg to mention below somevof the more outstanding émong the

multifarious duties that form an integral part of my work as a

Curator in this Museum,

1 (1) Scientific Research, Research work of a high standard is

carried on systematically on selected sets of material cuntained
in the museum study collections and the results are compiled in

the form of useful illustrated monographs which are published as
| Bulletins of this Museum from time to time. Such resesarch work

. p& | is required neither of the Assistant Professdrs ner of the

Professors of the Madras Educational Service.

(2) Maintenance and Care of Exhibits and Equipment in ‘the

Public Galleries and the Reserve Collections. The vast

collections exhibited in the galleries and the large hoard of
specimens stored as reserve collections for study purposes stand
in need of constant attention, improvement and expansien., Their
ﬂ upkeep is a formidable task involving constant preservative
treatment, repairs, renovations, re-arrangements and re-organisatien,
The preservation and preparation of exhibits, their preper
display, casing, labelling, installaticn, care and maintenance,
the preparation of illustratiwe drawings and charts, the selection
and display of suitable photographs and enlargements to supplement
h ‘ the exhibits, the proper storage, labelling, indexing and
| cataloguing of the study collections — all constitute a vital
part of the routine work of the Curator, and demand a very high

standard of technical efficiency.

(3) Educational Services. The provision of educationsl

demonstrations to school teachers and organised parties visitj
iSiting

the Museum and delivering educational lectures om scientiti
L (]

topics in colleges and other institutions constitute g regu
: iar
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featufe of the work of the Curator in addition to various other
services such as traindng candidates from,yarious instituticons

in museum methods of preservation and preparation, rendering the
necessary facilities and assistance to students and research
scholars studying the museum collections and meking presentations
of labelled specimens to schools and colleges for educatioﬁal
ﬁse. Very soon the conducting of a regular course for school
teachers in Museum Technique will also figure as an impertant

duty of the Curators.

(4) Touring and Collection of Specimens. Tours for purposes

of study, field-work, and collecticn of fresh material for the
Museum ape frequéntly undertaken by the Curators, though they
involve a great deal of hardship, ineonvenience and selfe
sacrifice ubhder the present conditions. Zhe preservation of the
specimens collected, their identificafion, proper storage,

study and preparation as exhibits to be displayed as new
additions, and to replace old and deteriorating specimens,

in the public galleries, are all laborious tasks requiring great
initiative, antiring effort and selfless devotionm,

The scope of the work carried out by the Curator is therefore
very extensive and covers a wide technical field. And yet, as a
Curator, I am labouring under the painful disadvantages of
being reduced to a status inferior to that of the Assistant

gProfeasors and of having absolutely no prospects of prometion

F

lto a gazetted rank, while the Assistant Proflessors in the Madras

i

' Bducational Subordinate Service enjoy this privilege by virtue

l
§1°f their seniority of service and mere efflux of time.

In view of the hardship I am forced to endure in the
circumstances enumerated above, I request that my present scale
of pay be revised so as to be at least on a par with that of

the Assistamt Professors, as it had been all these years
prior to the revision in 1048, in which the case of Curators

in this Museum had not been taken into consideration, for

which act of kindness I shall be highly grateiul,

Yours Faithiully,

Q. . Sak ok .
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From . s To |
Sri &, Alyappan, H,A.,Fh,D., The Secretary to Grovernment,

| Superintendent, “ducation and Public Health Deptt.,
f ! Government Musaun, - Fort St, Gaeorge, :
T | | | ! Lginore, MADRAS-8, -« . MADRAS -9,
| No, 805/49- Dated the 3rd March 1949,
| I s
; “/-""S'ir,
g svb: Pay = Pay of Curators - Government Musecum -
L fa AR 100, ) /ReVeTAion proposals - QTS
W B =000000- ¥
\\‘~-~;£ﬂﬂf ’ I hog to forward the sympathetic consi-

deration of Government, the petition of Sri , . Jagadey

Curator Anthropological Section in this HUISwE,

The work which Curafors in this Museum have
been doing is of a com3arative1¥ high standard, As proof of
this, I would like to bring to the notice of Government that
within the last three years, three curators of this Museun
have been selected as class I officers of the Scientific
Departments of the Centrzl CGovernment and another old Curator
Mr, T N, Ramachandran is one of the most distinguished of ficppe
of the Archagological Departmentg The salaries wuid to Curator
in this Museum are indeed very low in comparison with the '
salaries paid clsevhera %o men doing similar work, Ag g
consequence of this, Curatore leave this institution after
very short periods of service, Within the last three years,

g o -
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of research work in their respective fields. I beg to submit

that I stood first in the B.A. Honours degree examination in

my subject and obtained the gir Alfred G. Bourne Prize of the
Presidency College and the Caithness Prize of the Madras

University. I have also taken the L.T. degree and the diplomas

in HModern Europesn Languages of the Madras University with
distinctionse. '

As a Curator of this Museum, my work includes a wide
range of arduous and responsikle duties involving considerable
intellectual labour, capacity for original research and field
work, and a high degree of_technical skill and ingenui?y. In

view of the fact that the nature and scope of the Curatort's

work is seldom fully realised and sppreciated, I beg to
submit the following which are scme of the more outstanding
among the multifarious duties that form an integral part of

my work &s a Curator :-

(a) Scientific Research. Research work of a high standard

based on actual field work is carried out systematically on
gselected subjects in Physical and Social Anthropologye. The
results of such research are compiled and published from
time to time in the form of useful iilustrated monographs

called Bulleting of the Madras Government Museum. Such work

is required neither of the Assistant Professors nor of the
Professors of the Madras Educational Servicee.

(v) Mzintenance and Care of Exhibits in the Fublic

1. Extensive.

# ' Galleries and Reserwe Collections of the Nusel

collectioﬁé of pre-historic antiyuities and ethnographie

materials, exhibited in the public galleries of the museum
and stored as reserve collections for study and research

®
purposes, stand in need of constant attention, improvement

ond expansion. Their upkeep ig a formidable task involving
constant attention, preservative treatment, repeirs,
renovations, restoration, rearrangement and re=0rgani sation.

° o L . s sYa MmN e R
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!- technical procedures, specifically different for different
types of materials and objects. The display of exhibits

which involves casing, labelling, installation, care and

maintenace, preparation of illustrative photographic prints,
enlargements, drawings and charts, the proper storage,
lzbelling and cataloguing of the reserve and study

collections == 2ll constitute a vital part of the routine

of the Curator =znd demand = very high standard of technical
efficiency.

’ § (c) Educational Services. The provision of educational

demonstrations to school teachers and organized parties
visiting the museum and the delivering of educational
lectures on scientifiec subjects in colleges and other

f : institutions constitute a regular feature of the work of

s the Curator. The training of candidates from various

| 4 institutions in museum methods and the affording of

resezpeh facilities to scholars for the study of the
large reserve collections also form part of the Curator's

routine. Very soon the conduct of a regular course of

museum technology will form an integral part of the
duties of the Curatore

(d) Touring amd Collection of Specimens. Tours for

the purpose of field work, resemech and collection of

prehistoric and ethnographic materials are frequently

undertaken by the Curator, though they involve a great
deal of hardship and self-sacrifice under present

conditions. The preservation of the objects thus collected,

S = == 2 W e

their identification, proper storage and display as new
exhibits in the public galleries are all laborious tasks

requiring great initiative, untiring effort and seliless

®

devotione.

The scope of the work cerried out by the Curator is

therefore very extensive and covers a highly techmical

- p L . . T 13 ‘. ~ \ ‘3' P »-‘,1‘ Nne Wy A e Y "5"\\ (
fielde And yet as = Curator 1 am 1abDOUTIDE UWQAST LIS
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k | inferior to that of an Asgistant Professor and of having

absolutely no chances of promotion to a higher cadre,
while the Assistant Professors enjoy this privilege by
virtue of their seniority of service and the mere

efflux of timee.

In view of the hardship caused to me in the
circumstances mentioned above, I request that my
- ks : ‘ present scale of pay be revised so as to be at least
| on 2 par with that of Assistant Professors, as it had
been all these years prior to the 1948 revision.

For which act of kindness I shall feel highly
grateful.

Yours Faithfully,

Madras, f
| -3-1948, T p g







i hat Lo apiolue WBIes LuTalors in succpsasion for the Chaomical
Conesevation fection,  In the interasts of aflicisrry alone,

T would nppsal to Uovarnmant to
gymapathoticaliy.

consider this potition nost

Yours f=ithimll v;
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From
P.R.Srinivasan, M.A.,
Curator, Archaeological Section,
Government luseum,
Madras 8,

The Secretary to Government,
Education and Public Health Departments.

v

Through the Superihtendent, Government Museum, liadras 8.

Sir, | @/gd ?’

In continuation of my previous‘petition d;ted 2.8.1948,
I beg to submit the following for your kind consideration.

In reply to the above petition, the Government have stated
in their GO, Ms., No, 3308, Education, dated 28.12.48 that they
do not approve of the proposal to revise the pay of the Curators
of this Museum so as to be on a par with the Assistant Proiessors
of the Madras Educational Subordinate Servize on the ground that
the qualifications laid down for the two posts are not the
same.,

I may, however, be permitted to invite the attention of the
Government to the following facts relating to my werk, and te
request that Government may be pleased to re-consider their
decision and pass favourable orders revising my scale of pay as
requested in my previous petition,

Regarding the difference in qualifications between these
prescribed for the posts of Assistant Professors and Curaters,
I beg to submit that in spite of the fact that the minimum
qualification required for a Curator is a B.A., or B.Sc., Pass
degree, the candidates appointed to the posts are as a rule
Honeurs graduates with considerable experience and knowl edge
of research work in their respective subjects. I may be
permitted to add that I am an M,A, in Samskrit Language and
Literature with Comparative Philolegy and Ancient Indian
Cultural History agzg&ﬂfgéts and I have secured distinctions

in them, loreover, I am also versed in the different scripts

of old which is essential for deciphering ancient ang important
¢ an

inscriptions written in those scripts,

Consequently By actusl




éualifications cannot be considered in any way inferior te
those of Assistant Professors.
Further, as a Curator in this Museum, my work includes a
wide range of ardudus and responsible duties invélving considerable

intellectual labour, capacity for original work, and a high degree

of technical skill and ingenuity. In view of the fact that
the nature of a Curator's work is seldom fully realised and
appreciated, I beg to mention below some of the more outstanding

among the multifarious duties that form an integral part of my

work as a Curator.

(a) Scientific Research, Research work of high standard is

carried on systematically on selected sets of material contained
L in the MuseumSstudy collections and the results are compiled in
the form of useful illustrated monographs which are published as
Bulletins of this Museum from time to time., Such research work
is not required of an Assistant Professor of the K, E.SS.

(b) Maintenance and Care of the Exhibits in the Public

Galleries and th# Reserve Collection. The vast collectiongef

sculptures, pictures, metal ware, carvings of wood and ivery and

inscriptions on stone and metal exhibited ih the galleries and

those stored as reserve for study purposes stand in need of
constant attention, improvement and expansion, Their upkeep is
a formidable task invelving constant preservative teatment,

repairs, renovations, rearrangement and reorganisation. The

———— e

preservation of exhibits, their display which invelves casing,
labelling, installation, care and maintenamee, the preparation
of illustrative drawings and charts, the selection and display
of suitable photegraphs and enlargements to supplement the

; exhibits, the proper storage, labelling and cataloguing ef the
h study collections — all censtitute a vital part of the routine
,

work of the Curator and demand a high standard of techniecal

efficiency,

(e) Educational Services. The provisien of educational

demonstrations te school teachers and organised parties visiting

the museum and delivering educational talks on subjects relatin
3 - %
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to the culture of India in colleges and other institutions
constitute a regudar feature of the work of the Curator of
this sestion in addition to various other services such as
training cendidates from various jnstitutions in Museum methods

especially pertaining to archaeology, giving facilities and

assistance to students and research workers studying the luseum

collections and making presentations of labelled photographs of

S

inscriptions, sculptures, etc. to schools and collegeg for
educational use, Very soon the conducting of a régular course
tor school teachers in lMuseun Technique willralso fdgure as

an impottant duty of the Curators,

(d) Touring and Collection of Specimehs. Tours for purpeses

of study and collection.of fresh specimens and exhibits feor the
Nuseum are frequently undertaken by the Curator of this sectionm,
though they involve a great deal of hardship, inconvenience and
self-sacrifice under the present conditions., The preservation of
the specimens collected, their identification, study and display
as new additions to the publiic galleries are all laborious tasks
requiring great initiative, untiring effort and selfless devotien,
The scope of the wokk expected of the Curator ix, therefore,

very extensive and covers & wide technical field. And yet, as a

Curator, I am labouring under the painful disadventages of being
reduced to a statws inferior to that of the Assistant Professors
and of having absolutely no prospecis of promotiok to a higher
rank, while the Assistant Professors in the M.E.S.S. enjoy

a this privilege by virtue.of their seniority and the papsage of

time,
In view of the circumstances enumerated above, I request that

my present scale of pay be revised so as .te beaat least on & par

e

with that of the collegiate Assistaht Professers, as it had

been all these ysars prior te the revisien of their scale of pay

e

in 1948, in which the case of the Curators of this Museum had

not been taken into consideration, for which act of kindness 1

shall be highly grateful.
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From
M, Se. Chandrasekhar,
Curator,
Boteny Section,
Government Museum,
Madras 8.

To
The Secretary to Government,
Education and Public Health Departments,
Madrasge

Through the Superintendent, Government Museum, Madrase

sir, :

Tn continuation of my previous petition dated 2.8.1948,

I beg to subtmit the following for your kinc and sympathetic
consideration.

In reply to the petition referred to above, Govermnment have
stated, in their G.O. Ms. No. 3308, Education, dated R8-12-1948,
that they do not approve of the proposal to revise the scale of
pay of the Curators so as to be on & par with the Assistant
Professors of the Madrss Educational Subordinate Service as the
qualificafions laid down for the two posts are not the same. I
may be permitted to request that Govermment, in view of the
following, mey be pleased t0 re-consider their decision and pass
fovourable orders revising my scale of pay as requested in my
previous petition, dated 2-8-1948. |

I beg to . request that the salary of this post may kindly
be based on the strain snd responsibilities involved in the
discharge of its dutiese. In view of the fact that the nature
of a Curator's work is seldom full¥ realised and appieciated,

I beg to mention below some of the more outstanding amdng my
multifarious duties which involve congiderable intellectual
labour, cepacity for original work and a high degree of
technical skill :-

(1)Resesrchs~ Research work of & high standard is carried
on systematically on selected sets of study ccllections in the
Mugeum, snd the results are compiled in the fom of useful,
illustrated monographs, and'publiSheﬂ 28 Bull
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(2) Maintenance and Care of Exhibits in the Public Galleries

and of the Reserve Collections :- The upkeep of the vast

collections, exhibited in the galleries, or reserved for
purposes of study, involves constant preservative treatment,
repairs, renovations, rearrangement and re=organi satione
Preservation and preparation of exhibits for proper displays
their casing, lebelling and instellation ; preparation of
jllustrative drawings and charts 3 selection and display of
suitable photographic enlargements to supplement the exhibits 3
' proper storage, indexing and cataloguing of study collections
~— all constitute the vital part of the routine work, demanding
a very high standard of technical knowledgee.

(3) Educational Services :- The provision of educational

demonstrations and lectures to school teachers and organised
perties visiting %he lMuseum, constitutes an importent Ieature
of this post, in addition to various other duties, such as,
training candidates of other institutions in museum technicue,
Probably, conducting a regular course in Museology may come

off very soon asg an important work of the Curators.

(4) Tours.snd Colkections of Specimens :- Tours for purposes
of study and collection of fresh specimens for the Museumn,
are frequently underteken by the Curators although they involve
a great deal of hardship, inconvenience and self-sacrifice
under the present conditionse Their preservation, safe transport,
and identification require great initistive, untiring effort
cnd seli}ess devotione

The scope of work carried out covers, therefore, a very
extensive technical field ; but, I find that I, as & Curator,
have {0 bear the painful disadvantsges of being reduced to a
statms inferior to that of the Assistant Professors, and of
having no chances of promotion to a gazetted rank, as well.
The Assistant Professors enjoy also the privilege of getting
gazetted by mere efflux of time.

In view of the hardships created to me in the cirvcumstances
gstated above, T beg to request that my present sesle of pay

may be revised so as to be at Jeast om & poyr wity Lo
L o b fa Wld Sedl U
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the revigion in 1948, for which act of kindness I shall be

highly grateful.

Yours Feithiully,

5' /s

Curator, Botany Section,
| -8-1949. Government Museunm,
Madrase

MADRA S,
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uri A, Aiyapp%n. W.A.,Ph,D., The Secretary to Governmant,

Snperintendent, sducation and Public Vealth Dopta
Government MNuseuu, Fort 8t. George, : _

- Egmore, MADAAS-8, | HALURAS -3, ¥

¥o. 605/45- ( fated the srd March 1943,

sty,

Sub; Pay - Fay of Gurstors - Government Mns

~~ Ravgtsion proposals - ; 3 9-b o P
hz WAR 1949 ~000000= ? el
- ' 1 beg ko forwe,rfl‘lflﬁf‘i tha sympzthetic consi-
caration of Government, the petition of sri P.N, Mohar ™~ Das

Curator, Numnisnabic Section in this TAESAR,

» : Ths work which Curators in this ¥useum have
becn doing im of » conm ara&ivalg high standard, As proof of
this, 1 would like to bring to the notice of Covernmant that
within the last three years, threa curators of this Musaun

have bean selected as clase I officers of tha “cientific
Departments of ilie Central Government and anothar old Owrator,
Hr, ¥ N, #amachandran ic ona of the most dietirgwishad of ficers
01 the Archagologieal Lspartmentg Tho salari=e id $o Curators
ir this Musenm are indecd very low in conparison w'th the
salaries paid aleowhara to men doing sirdlar work, Aa
conacquance of this, Gurators loave th&gitnstitntien

- S
vary short periods of service, vithin 1nst thrae yoars,

P10



pac 6o appolnt ohircs
écnsarvation aaction,.

Curstors in succgssion for the Chamlical

In the interaste of efficisrcy along

&

i would appeal 0 Governmant to conslder thie potition wos

synpathet cally.

- yours faithfnlly,

(2 CQepon

BUPERINTENDENT,

From
Po N. MOhan Das, Mvo’
Curator for Numismatics,
Gowernment Museum,
Madras 8.
To
The Secretary to Government,
BEducation and Public Health Departments,
Madrase

Through the superintendent, Government Museum ;7adras.

1) i
| S ‘////’/’

In continuation of my previous pétition, dated 2-8-19483,
{q ¢+, the Goverient i have IStatea) i thei rh G it Hes o sus 60,
Hducation, dated 28-12-1948, that they do not approve of
the proposal to revise the scale of the pay of the Curators
so as to be on a par with the Assistant Professoré of the
Madras Educational Subordinate Service, as the qualifications
12id down for the two posts are not the same.
~ However, I may be permitted to invite the attention of
the Government to the following facts relating to my work,
and t0 request that Govermnment may be pleased to re-consider
their decision and pass favourable orders revising &y scale
of pay as requested in my previous petition.
Regaeding the difference in qualifications between those
prescribed for the posts of Assistant Professors and Curators,
I beg to submit that inspite of the fact that the minimum
qualification laid doﬁn for a Curator is a B.As, or BeSce
Pass degree, the candidates appointed to the post are as &
rule Honours graduates with considerable experience and

record of research work in their respective subjects. I may
be permitted to add that 1 em an M., graduate in histery
having teken a high second class and conseguently my actual

uolifieation cannot e considered in sny woy inferior W

2

LN £ 4 N s s T .
thet of the Assglstent ProiessOTl e
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wide range of arduous and responsible duties involving
considersble intellectual labour, capacity for original |

work, and a high degree of technical skill and ingenuitye

In view of the fact that the nature of a Curator's

work is seldom fully realised and appreciated, I beg to

mention below some of the more outstanding among the
multifarious duties that form an integral part of my
work a8 a Curator in this Museum.

(1) Research work. Research work of a high stendard

L]
is carried on systematically, on selected sets of materisl ' 1
contained in the museum's study collections and the results
are compiled in the form of useful illustrated monogrephs ‘

which are published as Bulletins of this Museum from time ;
to time. Such research work is not required of the Assistant |
Professors of the M.E.SeSs czdre, nor of the Professdrs of

the M.EeSe

(2) Maintenance and Care of Coins. The vast collection

of coins in the Museum cabinet stands in need of constant
attention, improvement and expension. Their upkeep, the

preparation of plaster cast impressions for d@isplay in

the gallery, the proper cataloguing of the study collectioms, i
|

the exsmination and identification of coins sent to and

acquired by the Museum under the Treasure Trove Act —
all constitute a vital part of the routine work of the
Curator, and demand & very high standard of technical ~-Y“i
ability. The sale of coins to the public and the distribut&@m;:
of coins to other museums and institutions form another
important part of my worke

(3) Educational Services. The provision for educational

demonstrations to school teachers and organised parties
visiting the lMuseum constitutes a feature of the work of
the Curator in addition to verious other services, guch as,

from vorious 1nsTitullong 1N musewd

w

training cendaldate

CAnde  mtuing eailitd o . oeed atrpee 10 students and
methods, glVing LEClaliith ol sgialinge W0 STUOSNLS <l



: L abe s i St el e DR L8 PR : . meking presentations of labelled specimens to schools and
il colleges for educational usee. Verwm soon the conducting

el SRR \ $.9 SV ek of 2 regular course for school teachers in museum technique
will also fipure @s en important duty of the Curatorse i

SRR R o R : | The scope of the work carried out by the Curator iss

TSR] 7o i edn , ' | ' therefore, very extensive and covers a wide technical ;
o~ .

fielde And yet as a Curator I em 1aboux}-€nder the painful

disadvantages of being reduced to 2 stétus inferior to

£ R SR AN SRR O e in gl S that of the Assistant Professors snd of having absolutely

i

no prospects of promotion to a gazetted renk, while t;he"
j ARG NAQD SOt biInF 28 € ek T N ‘ } Assistant Professors enjoy the privilege by virtue of

R LHTHENCTIN ) athcy S Gl P Bk 5 g their seniority;and the mere efflux of time.

o

S oo RE V(L Al 5 | In view of the circumstences, emumerated sbove, I
el 4 e el o L ’ request that my present scale of pay be revised so as
R e s i | gy to be at least on o par with that of the Assistant

. . A . ’ 2 ' Frofessors as it had been &ll these years prior to the
| A A revision in 1948 in which the case of the Curators in

this Museum had not been taken into consideratione .

BFL e ) UL, Tenes p il o il : Yours Feithfully,
7 r a2 Ty _ ’ ‘ MADRAGS,

| — % =1949.
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" From

gri A, Alyapvan, M.A.,Ph.D,, The Secretary to Governmend

Superintendant,
Government Musgeun,
- ligmore, MADRAB-8,

No, 606/4C- (;;

Bdueation and Pablic Health' Deptt
Fort 5%. George,
HADRAS =9.

imted the 3rd March 1943,

sir, _
_Eub: Pay - Pay of Curatore - Covernment kKunseuwm -
. Revétsion proposals - L\*g/g [ g
000000 oL ¢

-

5% MAR 1949

\\\;?f_u,_.; i beg t0 forward,ﬁar’igé gympathetic cousi-
eration of Govermnment, the petitidn of Sri R  gubramsniam

Curator, Chemical Cgpggrvg- Section in thig Husewn,
ion,

The work which Curators in this ¥ugeun have
been doing is of = comparatively nigh standard, 4s proof of
this, I would like te bring %o the notice of Governmsnt that
within the last thrse yeoars, thres curators of this MHuseun
have baen selecved as class I officers of the Scientific
Lopartments of the Central Government and another old Ourator,
Hr, 1.4, Homachandran is oné of the wost distingnished officers
of the Archasclogical Devarimentg fThe salariss ssgd %o Curators
in this Museum sre indeed vary low in comparison w'¢h the
salaries paid slaowhare to men doing sinmilar work, As a
consequence of thia, Curators leave this ingtituticon after
very short periods of service, Within the last three years,

25 i




From

R. Subramaniam, M,A.}
Curator, Chemical Comnservation Section,
Government Museum,

3 Madras 8.

The Secretary to the Government of Madras,
. Bducation and Public Health Departments.,

Y

. | ' Through the Superintendent, Government Museum, ladras 8. .@j~
- - | ’ YN e
./;f: o i : ? EK— Ao
: : P A \«~-§-°}1’O- \,,\ ,\‘\)
: Sir, \ J L% /‘U-"\M

3 A 2 o * oy : PR ‘q_n - ,- ML 4 -
T pad 56 appoint thres Lurasors in susceseion for the Chemical
éenservati@n caction.. In the interssts of afficiarcy along
1 would appeal to Government to consider this polition nost
aympashetically,

In continuation of the previous petition dated 2.8.1948,

I beg to submit the follou}ng for your kind and sympathetic
consideration. |
Yonrs faithfully,

In reply to the above petition, the Government have stated

(®)/\9d%-in their G.0, Ms, No. 3308 Education, dated 28,12,1948 that they

Q U% ? do not approve of the prOpoa‘al to revise the scale of pay of the

GUPSRINTENDEXNT,

Curators so as to be on a par with the Assistant Professors of

the ladras Educational Subordinate Service as the qualifications

laid down are not the same,

However, I may be permitted to invite the attention of the
Government to the following facts relating to my work and to
request that Government may be pleased to reconsider their
decision and pass favourable orders revising my scale of pay
as requested in the previous petition dated 2.8.1948.

ol vde— [ The question of difference in gqualifications doew not
v s
JJ@.%‘“?'E{GE) arise in my case, as the qualification required for the pest

e of Curater, Chemical Conservation Section is the same as that

required for the posts of Assistant Professers, Here I may be
kindly permitted to quote the following from Page 995 of the
| 4 Fort St. George Gazette (Part II) dated 23rd November, 1948,

calling for applications for the post of Curator, Chemiecal

conservation Section, Government Museum, Madras

L
009090960029 0DSH 99000000009 000 5 Qo0

*"(2) An applicant must satisfy the Superintendent
9

Government Museum that he possesses the iollowing or




| ’ equivalent qualifications - , :
(a) Must possess M,A,, B.,A.(Hons.,) or B.Sc,.(Hons.,) degree
of a University in the Province with Chemistry (Main) and

Physics (Subsidiary) and Electrochemistry as special subject.
(b) Must have research experience with scientific
publications,

Preference shall be given to candidates who pessess in

addition knowledge Of FrenCh and German. ©@®@©® 00009008 900 0O L

I may be permitted to add that I am a first class Honeurs

Grdduate in Chemistry of the Madras University. (I took the

M,A, degree by efflux of time,)

Further, as a Curator of the Museum, my work includes a
wide range of arduous and responsible duties inyolving considerable
intellectual labour, capacity for original work and & high degree
of technical skill and ingenuity. In view of the fact that the

nature of the work of the Curator is seldom fully realised and

appreciated, I beg to mention below some of the more outstanding
1 among the multifarious duties that form an integral part of my

work as a Curator of this Museum,

(1) Scientific Research, Research work of Museum Exhibits

requires exceptional knowledge and manipulative skill of the
highest order since the investigations which arise differ widely
in character among themselves, while the materiale upen which
the experiments are made are of great value and very susceptible
to injury. The problems involved in restpration and preservation

of Museum Exhibits may be broadly divided inte the follewing

heads s~

(a) Metals and Alloys. This branch requires an advanced

knewledge of the properties of various metals and alleys (like,

Copper, Iron, Lead, Tin, Silver, Gold, Brass, Bronze, Ceinage

metals, ete.), advanced knowledge of metallography and various

chemical and electrochemical methods to be adopted for the

restoration of these ebjects.,

(b) Weoden ebjects, This branch invelves a detailed study

RN T el N St o Y
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| : of various types of wood and their suspectibility to insects,

9

| A ) : fungi, salts, etc,, methods of consolidating objects which are ,
ﬁ | | | in a poor states of preservation and special precautions that
have to be taken when dealing with painted objects,

‘ (c) Textiles. Cloth and tapestry of different kinds have

: presented varioﬁs problems according to the source of the basiC
' _

material, whether animal, such as wool and silk, or vegetables
such as linen and cotton, These again may be plain or covered

with pictorial representations, which latter may depeng ror

their effects on painting or the material itself, or it may

be on the use of threads of various colours,

(d) Paintings, Pictures, and Prints.Yhe treatment of these

requires thorough microanalyses of the pigments ang dyes

employed in order that they may be teated with suitapje bleaching

agents which may not affect the particular pigments employed.
Besides the above, various other chemical investigations.

have to be carried out for specificAmatgrials, like Alabaster,

plaster, stoneware, etc, The results of the investigations gpe

compiled in the form of useful illustrated monographs which are

published as Bulletins of the Museum from time to time, Suen
I research work is required neither of the Assistant Professors of
gﬁ the M.E.S.S, cadre, nor of the Professors of the M, g, g, cadre,

(2) Maintenance and Care of the Exhibits.

The vast collectien
exhibited in the galleries and the large heard of 8pecimens

| stored as reserve stand in need of constant attention, They have

% to be checked periodically to see whether the preservative

i treatment had the required effect and in case of failure te trace

———m

the cause in order that such recurrence mey be avoided,

E i (3) Educational Services. The provision of educational

demonstrations to school teachers-and orgakised parties visiting

the Museum and delivering -edueatienal -leeiures on- seientifie .

topies in colleges and other~institutionsmeonst;tutena~reguh_?
feature of the work of the Curater in addition~te~V&%ieysuotheg

services, such as training candidates from warioyg iRStitutigﬁS

in Museum Methods and Preservation, and giving Tacilities and




assistance to studenté and research workers studying the luseum
collections, Very soon the conducting of a regular course for
school teachers in Museum Technique will akso figure as an
important duty of the Curators.

The work carried out by the Curator, therefore, covers a
wide technical fiekd, And yet, as a Curator, I am labouring
under the painful disadvantages of being reduced to a status
inferior to that of the Assistant Professors and of having
absolutely no prospects of promotion to a gazetted rank,
while the Assistant professors in the ¥, E.S.S. enjoy the
privilegp by_virtue of their seniority of service and mere

efflux Qf time,

In view of the circumstances enumerated above, I request that

my present scale of pay be revised so as to be at least on a par
with that of the Assistant Professors, as &t had been all these
years prior to the revision in 1948 in which the case of the
Curators in this Museum had not been taken into consideration,

for which act of kindness I shall be highly obliged.

¥adras, - Yours Faithfully,

1. 3. 1949,
ng;tmtwuwa&dczu
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.. C.No.16774 From the S.G.M.No,605£49=1 dated 3=3=49. ga\
4l 16772 =d o= =2 dated 3=3=49
g 16775 : =do=- =3 dated 3=3=49
| Y 16773 =d 0= =4 dated 3=3=49
1" 16770 =d o= =5 dated 3=3=49
' no 16771 =@O="""" _ =6 dated 3=3=49,

GOVT.MUSEUM - Curators -- Revision of scales of pay =
Request for reconsideration of previous orgers.

= 3 s

The S.G.M. has forwarded to Covt. the petitions =

~—

the Curators of the Musaem for reconsideration of the ordes
4 L lef Govt. on tﬂe }evision of their scales of'pay. While for=-
wardlng the petitlons, the Supdt. Qﬂ»serves that the ‘salaries

( Rs |20-S-120-T=2luo)
paid to the curators in the Govt. Museum are very low in cop=

pafison with the salaries paid elsewhere to men doing similar %

work and as a consequence, the curators leave the Museum after
very short periods of service and that within the last three
\A-A/bo/‘t
/L.\Cvun ors in succession for the chemical conservation sectlon
of the Museum and hence requests that the petitions may be
considered most s’mpathetlcally in the interests of efficiency

at least.

” n

§>“) 2, Tt-is submitted'that the furators in the Govt.Museum
?%(Wﬁvfﬂf*'%fepresented to Govt. in August 194% for tle revision of their

'?t-V30~5~@””“\° wso scales of pay on a par with the scales of pay allowed to the

Asst Professors and the Asst.Lecturers in the Madras Education~
allsubordinate service on the ground that while the scales of

pay of both the Curators of the Museum and the Asst.Profe-

W ssors and Asst Lecturers in the Madras Educational Subordi-

! | & : \de 381T~V-3 \ ﬁ nate Service had been treated alike from the period prior to

B R

!
{
|
|
|
i
I
f

the revision of pay of Government servants in 1933 till the

geﬁefél revision of pay of Govt.servan['s in 1947, their X=
scales of pay had not been revised at the time when the scales

o G f

hof pay of the Asst.Professors and Asst. Lecturers were fnrther

(%5/ L ;**?"f*@etisqd in 1948. The reason addueed then for their demand
for the same scale of pay as that allowed te the Asst.Pro-

fessors and Asst.Lecturers was that the mature of their

work was in no way inferior to the work of the latter and im

certain respects that their work was even.oﬁ a superior order

; = ks RN ¢ 1§_ &
1 g aied, ‘ The question was examined and it was %um& Ehe -eae
§ | , . ) /
g 5 s AR that there was no justification in revising the seales of
Ry
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! pay of the curators on a pa;‘with the'scales&of pay allowed
. to the Asst.Professors snﬁ Asst.Leciurers in ¥iew of the difference

ﬂ in qunlifications prescfibed for bdih the posts 6f curators '2‘.3
and Asst Professors in the Madras Educationathervice.

The Curator also desired to 1ntenriew the Hon!ble the Finance
Minister to represent their grievances. Attention is invited to

{ the minutes of H. M.(Edn.) and H.Ma(Flnance)on pages 18 avfe . 1

and page 4 n.f. in G.0.3308 Edn. dated 28-12.48

B

3. In their present representations, the curatoy% have

enumerated the various 1tems of work they are required to do o ¢

in the Museum and point out that the nature of some of those

items of work is even superior to the nature of work assigned /ﬁ Lt <l L
to the Asst.Professors and Asst.Le;turers in Govt.Colleges.

Some of the curators have pointed out that apart from the x

' : 4 {
- gualifications prescribed for their posts, the qualifiecations which

posts of Asst.Professors and Asst.Lecturers in Govt.Colleges.
It may e that PGTSOHAPOSSGSSing higher qualifications may
occupy posts regﬁ&ring only lower qualifiecations., The fact
t the accept posts requiring lower qualiflcations do
o ; k!m’t t e na1 16 them 7:Eﬁuk§
! t entitle o get pay €q whose posts require higher
| mo L qiiz ghe
g quallflcatioqﬁat the time of recrultment. Theiz- seems)no
f fresh reason for a reconsideration of the case. For orders
ether the request of the curators may be turned euhs dpvo

I  wh

rhe, file may pe sent to Finance Before circulation.

Eo

they actually possess are the same as those prescribed for the S o
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