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CONFIDENTIAL , g Vé
?

]

ENQUIRY CONDUCTED AT VELLORE ON 10-=1-=1949 -- REPORT SUBMITTING,
kt)
With reference to the Confidential minute dated 7.12.1948

of the Hon'ble Minister for Education I have the honour to submit i
as follows: -- ' , , g

2. I conducted an enquiry into the matter on‘10.1.19ﬁ9 in

the presence of the Superintendent of the School. The enquiry

lasted for full three hours from 5 to 8 p.m., the last half hour 4

-

being devoted to a talk on the need for harmony, goodwill and 1

fellowship among the hostel students.

3. The complainant Miss Anfisuya is a bright and spirited
girl and I believe every word of her evidence recorded on the
spot.  The matron of the hostel, an old lady who Seems to h

ave

been in charge of the hostel for less than three years £
» 1s no

actually responsible for the incident. It was brought ap
At about

by one Miss Amirthalingam, a teacher who came to take 3 |
eave of

the students of the hostel when she was transferred to Q
Olmbatore
She seems to have wound up her farewell with z
& Prayer whi
ch only
, *he Catholicy ang 3,0,
girls left the room with the solitary exception of

protestant Christian girls attended.

agarathnam,

the Hindu participant in the prayer. Nagarathnam it |
» 1% transpire
S

stayed back of her own accord and knelt down ang pr
ayed pg
out of regard for Miss Amirthalingam and Partly oyt i |
°f curiogi |
tye.

Miss Amirthalingam seems to
"°9¢'=¢hque exPlained it., J
ker doing all thyg

She wished to know what exactly the meani

born again" is;

e
Lese "b;s

Her Hindu friengg naturally resented

was also stateq she had absolutely no belief jp Ghrd axt a8 ;
her interest i, the religion was not born of COnVictéflanity and lj!
girl Anmsuya being possessed of qualities of i, 1\'31’1. The i
to have resentegd nagarathnam's action most, i Fem

ke T called up Nagarathnam and Questioneq
er

ab
happened.  She came and stood near my chaip Silentl Wil What,
Vs

not get anything put of her. She looked down the Cowl g
W,

e b . ho .

fidgeting with herp fingers. When others Wers gp e tine
Swe rn <

ing

She S(r::‘: o
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S5 e with her head still down. She seemed to be young,

. o, ILIB @ - ded with the others.
very shy and timid. So I procee

1
5. Subsequent to this incident the Superintendent received
a p

inté the whole affair. She realised that the hostel girls were

‘following a Christian prayer book and singing christian hymns and

not following the general religious book.which they were using in

R | 1§

r ‘ " Bk = 1

rotest petition from Anusuya's father which alone made her look

the past. The Superintendent, about three days before I conducted

the enquiry (according to lMiss Anusuya's report) changed back into

the general prayer book acceptable to all -- a book which I myself

perused on the spot.

6. The statement. that a Christian Preacher went to the
Hostel in December 1947, lectured and asked girls whether they
had any doubts and would like to become christians seemed to be a

distorted version of a clergyman going to the Hostel to take his

daughter home for Christmas and his meeting her friends and talking

to them giving them advice. The Superintendent did not and
could not regard it as an attempt to proselytise girls of other
faith nor did any of the girls threw any blame on the matron for
any activity of this type.

7. ks the enquiry was being conducted before a garlanded

portrait of Gandhiji I exhorted them to follow his ideals and

teachings. The little bickerings and misunderstandings that arose

among the girls as a result of all this, have now subsided and they

have promised me that they will follow the teachings of Gandhi ji

and serve ane another in love.

8. In following a Christian Prayer book the Matron was
unaware that she was doing anything out of the way as none of the
girls protested against her reéding from the Scripture. The -
moment the Superintendent asked her to put it aside, she oﬂ?ed.

The girls had never found her inclined to thrust her religious

views on them. A statement from the Superintendent makes the

position eclear, the only additional fact in it beine about th
\ O YMU o Lne
general prayer book beine approved by Advi s N
& S Y the Advisory vommittee of
the School. M

9. I have Suitably

~~~~~~ -

advll.sed tha Supe

e e

e —— A ——————————A—ea




Al
Al \/

) 16

asked her never to allow the Christian Scripture o be used, or
give room ‘for annoyance or allow anything to occur as would wound
the susceptibilities of girls of other faith.

10. The statements taken on the spot are enclosed.

6 «g:.u‘/((u...g, VY. (41 |

Inspectress, Central Office.

Submitted to the Director of Public Instruction, Madras

for favour of transmission tO the Hon'ble Minister for Educatiom.

é¥. <é;21uJbC£asﬁ; U -&F

Inspectress, Central Office.

Total No. of students in the Hostel A e 39

Hindus e ol 14

Protestants.. o o

Gatholics ‘s .o 8 ‘
B e D ‘,
I"IU.Slim e e ° o 1

Of these, 37 were present at the enquiry, the 2 absentees being
both Hindus. |
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Please seé'heIeW1th a letter from a sister |

!

studylng in the Vellore Govt. Secondary and Training E
School to her,broﬁher in Chittoor. Her brother met ﬁ

me in person and he also reiterated what has been said : _
that attempts are being made to convert girls in the. |
hostel by the latron. The D.P.I. may be asked to
enquire the matter through the Inspectress at the Centi‘al

Office and report.
/A
,Q,,ZM
H.M. Education.
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CONFIDENTIAL. Education & P.H. Depte (Ci%}f” y

e D g L e W
|

Schools - Govte. Secondary and Training school for women, E
Vellore - Hostel - Use of Prayer books.

SL, \

From the D.P.I. Confidential dated 27-1-49.

RENOR DI s 6935-0:[4q.‘/ £i.  DATED /o|Z[48

It is seen that Christian Prayer books are

used in some of the hostels attached to Govte. educational

institutions. The D.P.T. is requested to circularise all\

Hostels that such denominational prayer books should not

+ o
ﬁe utilised in anxdhostel.

He is requested to obtain and forward to Govt.\

| |
h copy of the General Prayer book referred to in para 5 |
of the report of the Inspectress, Central Office receivedl
' " |

with the D}rector's letter read above,

To The S 1&4& ..
_ : : ;¢CX Qj;té;A[QJltﬁg kéﬂ“”& -
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Please see herewith a letter from a sister

% Shldymg 1n t:_"'f"f Vell‘ore Govt. Secondary and ’ ; ﬁﬁ
o ! ’ 1-
! School to he:r bra‘%hér in Chltteor. Her brot

\ *
] "~-s.

| been 3810
{' me in person and he also relterated ﬁat has .

g thﬁ
§' thatratﬁgmﬂts are beinz made to convert girls iﬂ

e o

"i
: enqulre the matter through the. Inspectress at the Central

| | | S
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Uffice and report.

"“_ —

CONFIDENTTAL ‘

M2
Report on the enquiry conducted
as per the confidential note of
inister for hducatlon dated 7th

at Vellore
the Hon'ble
Decr‘* 1948

b
Submitted -- with enclosures =~ to the Secretary

to Government, Education & Public Health Department.

No' further action appears to be called for.

!

Office of the
D.P,I,, Madras
27th any. t49

m’-ﬁ
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