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Chittoor, 30th December 1948.

- e From

Reo Bshadur Dr. B.S.Baligs, Ph.D,(Lond.),
Curator, Madras Record-Office, CHITTOOR

| o o gl DT 3 Py
2 5 AT 5 B AT ook Al e w The Secretary to Government, » -
‘ ¥ : Education and Public Health Department,

|
2- o Fort 5t. George, MADRAS,

| o B,

Sub:- Indian Historical Records Commi

wes® "\ | 53 == . :
v alD

fﬁ.\-_.'»w-- S e q};\ .Session - Proceedings - Repo

, . ﬂ : U . Ref:- G.0, No, 1681, Public ( /11tica1) dated 31st </
i s, { TR ER LIRS QL e o , dat S,
. ._f'- e ) ‘:" ¢ “ L L/’ /(*7..'(,.%;’1'0 PRI -.’p.-&w ¢ d ‘ .
. ‘ RGN ”g"«,, i : *&:’_?H# Y ,jr_,_?) ’ ;./ .g.:_,‘.'l, o i beg to submit the. fOllowing I'epor‘_t‘. with reference to
s e e S e s e = e “"”"ﬁ"v"f‘,'_"f"‘_>:7_? e -_7— = [ '

R attended the Silver Jubilee Session of the Tndian

/QQ .. the Govermment Order cited above,
77 Historical Records Commission held at Delhi of the 23rd, 24th

M ; and 25th instant and returned to Chittoor yesterday. I read a
“ n - | paper on "Some Aspects of Education in Madras in the Early Nine-
1

teenth Centruy" before the Commission'and at the meeting of the

' : Research and Publication Committee moved the following Resolution
gl Vel 1 1 180 I | @ |9-20 which was forwarded by the Govermment with their letter No.41031 .
[y el O8] i | St ¢o/48-4, Education, dated 5th August 1948, . S 4

|

"Thig Commission requests scholars, archivists and

3 ‘ P “others engaged in,research among archives to bring to the
R | 1 ‘notice of the Secretary, Indian Historical Records Comm3ia-
| sion, interesting and new subjects which. they come across
| in the course of .their researches and upon which they find
gufficient materials among the archives, in order that a
118t of such subjects may be.published in the Annual Pro-
-gceedings Volumes' of the Tndian Historical Records Commig-
S : ' sion for helping research students in the selection of

' ' suitable subjects for their theses.,"

. 3. The Resolution was approved by the Committee and I hope
1t will be of great help to research students working in the
various archives in Igdia.- : ' :

4, Of the several Resolutions considered by the Indian Hig-
torical Records Commission at its Members' meeting there was one
which related to Madras and Bengal., This was moved by Dr, R.C.
Majumdar and 1t related, 80 far as Madras was concerned, (1) to the
Mackenzie Manuscripts housed in the Government Oriental Manuscripts
Library, (2) to the Dutch and Danish records housed in the Madras
: ; ) i ] ! Record Office and (3) to the Tanjore Agency Records housed in the
g e ; ; R Tanjore Palace under the custody of the Collector of Tanjore. The

e b : Resolution 1tself, so far as I could see, was unobjectionable,its
: 0 . \ : object being to place more effectively under the control of the
i R iy - . - 5 Director of National Archives of India the records and manascripts .
i et ¢ Py o T S ot _ RS = WhiGh are considered to be the property of" the Government of India.
. by Lflkae s 0 ¥ e 16 G L T T ‘ g But ' 1tEs firB@ portion ‘and its Explanatory Note were highly obJjection-
. AF o N . able inasmuch as they cofitained several wrong statements, some of .
g e AR AN i ; ol which were totally incorrect and besides seemed to cast a reflection
i i) TR : " 3 on the Madras Governuent. I, therefore, felt it my duty to take
exception to these statements and to explain the true facte which
{2 Rabat it LT i s AT _ {0 i are certainly creditable to our Government, The moment, therefore
g 0 N ol e ) ) T received the Agenda on the 14th instant, I wrote my Remarks on
il o e e, | ’ ‘ ‘ the Pesolution and sent them along with a letter to Dr. S.N. Sen i
the Secretary to the Commission, and requested him to place them {
before the Commission and to publish them in ite Proceedings, '

Copies of Dr. Majumdar's Resolution, my Remarks on itg Explanatory |
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Note and my letter to Dr, S.W. Sen are enclosed for the informa-—
tion of the Government. It will be seen therefrom that Dr,

Ma jumdar who had never seen even once: the records and manuscripts
in question or ascertained anything about them from me, the
Curator of the Govermment Oriental Manuscripts Library or from
~ the Collector of Tanj)ore,had no right to indulge in making wrong
statements, It will slso be geen therefrom that I have shown
how our Government have done everything possible for the records
and manuscripts in question. : . ' i

5. As soon as I reached Delhi I gave a copy of my Remarks
to Dr. Majumdar and asked him why he did not obtain accurate
informstion about the records and manuscripts in question either
from me or from the. Curator, Government Oriental Manuscripts
Library. .I pointed out to him how this had led to his making
several wrong statements which I was bound %o contradlct befofe
the Commission., He admitted that he had made a mistake, «that
he should‘have consulted me beforehand, but: that, though the-
informgtion upon which he had based his statements had been
proved by me to be not correct, he had collected that informa-
tion from a source which he thought reliable, namely, the Old
Proceedings of the Indian Historical Records Commission. T -
then told him that the 0ld Proceedings were all out of date,
since during recent years. everything practicable had been done
for eataloguing, mending, rebinding, etc., the records and
manuscripts in question. : ~ '

) 6. At the meeting of the Commission, when he moved his
Resolution, Dr. Mg jumdar said that it was ndt at a1l hig inten-
tion to cast any reflection on any one, that he hagd based his
statements on the 0ld Proceedings of the Commission and as
séveral of these statements had now been shown by me to be
inaccurate he would request the mémbers to ignore his Exnlanatory
Note and to consider the bare text of his Resolution slone which
was meant for vesting the Central Goveprnment with the necessary
control over their own archives now kept in the Provinces.

The Secretary to the Commission, Dr, S,N. 3en, who is also the
Director of National Archiveg of India, stated in this connection
that all the records in dquestion, viz,, the Mackenzie Manusecripts,
the Duteh and Danish records and the Tanjore ‘Agency records,
were the property of the Central Government. I then explained
in detail to the Members how D», Ma jumdar was totally wrong in
geveral of his statements, how our Government have already done
whatever 1s practicable for centralising, preserving, repalring,
cataloguing and making available for regsearch the Dutch and
Danish records and the Mackenzie Manuscripts and what' steps
they sre now taking in regard to the Tanjore Agency Records,
I .read out portions of my Remarks and added that a Government
which in normal timee before the war used to spend about
- 8,20,000 annually over chiffon and which, as soon as the war
broke out, purchased chiffon worth sbout R8,70,000 so that the
mending work might not suffer, should certainly be said to be
much interested in the preservation of their archives. Many of
the Mackenzie Manuscripte and the Duteh and Danish records, T
gaid, had already been mended and rebound and the remaining
would be teken up for repairs the moment the chiffon position,
which 1s at present very acute, improves. I told them that go.
far as the Tanjore Agency records are ,concerned they are purely
the property of the Government of India and that whatever that
Government degired to be done in regard to these records was
being done by this Government. In the case of the Mackenzie
Manuscripts and Dutch and Danish records, however, I said that,
though they may now be claimed as the property of the Govern-
ment of India, the one having been purchased by them from Col,
Mseclenzie and the other heving been inherited by them from the
Extinet Forelgn Governmentsg they have been looked upon as
eallectlﬁns_belonging to our Government for over a century and

treatad
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‘alone was passed omitting all objectionable statements.,
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treated Just as the other Provincial records gnd that ir the Govern-
ment of India now wished %o resume control over these records and
manuscripts they could do so only after consulting the Provincisl
Govermment.. It must, however, be clearly understood, T pointed out
that if the transfer of control over them takes vlace, the Central
Government would have to bear all expenses connected with their
housing, preservation, etc. The Provin01al.GQvernment’ I remarked
cannot naturally be expected to contribute anything towards the )
upkeep of these records and manuscripts once. thev ceasge to exercge
any control over them,

7. In view of my explanation the main text of the Bebain ity
The P —
port of the Resolution is that the Government of Tnaig shouldpgir
(1) for taking over the control and management of the Mackenzie
Manuseripts, Dutch and Danish records and the Tanjore Agency records
and concentrating them in Madras, Tanjore, =nd Cslcutta, ror the
present, (2) preservation of these records according to the g o
adopted in the National Archives of India, (3) indexing, cataloguin
and publishing of sultable materisls by whole-time employment of
qualiried staff, (4) inepectloniof tirage reSQ§§ DY the Director,
National Archives of Indla, and preparation’ Byfhim or o comprehengs
scheme of work and (5) providing such funds,_a2s would be HEetaii e
to work out the plan as envisaged. Tt was algo recommended thatoth
Director of Archives should report the progress.of the work annualle
to the Indian Historical Records Commission, =LY
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5 Resolutions by Dr. R.C. Mz jumdar on'the maintenance of

certain collections of'recprds and manuscrints.

- This Commission views with grave concern the backward con-
dition of the (1) Mackenzie Manuscripts, (11) Dutch and Denish
Records and (411) Tanjore Raj Records placed from time to time by
the Central Government under the control and supervigion of the
Governments of Madras and (present) West Bengal for preservation
and publication. Having considered the unsatisfactory condition,
this Commission strongly recommends that the Government of Indis
should arrange immediately for —-- ; :

: J ol :
- (1) taking over control and management of These records =sna
concentrate them at one specified place each in Madras
and Calcutta for the present;

" (11) preservation of these records according to the method
adopted in the National Archives of Indig; i

(111) indexing, catalogting and publishing of suitable materials

by whole-time employment of qualified starr, N

(iv) inspection of these records by the Director, Nationsl
Archives of India, and preparation by him of 5 com-
prehensive scheme of work on the lines indicsted
above; and

(v) providing such funds as would be necessary to wor
the plan as envisaged. . kious

This Commission further recommends that the Director or
Archives ghould report the progress of work annually to the Indian
Historical Records Commigsion and that the question of permanent
location of these records be considered st s future date, O

EXPLANATORY NOTE, _ >

(1) Mackenzie Manuscrints:- Betwsen 1929 anq 1o
sion congidered on six different occasions the various que stion
arising- out of the upkeep and maintenance of the Mackenzie Man -

The note by the Secretary, which appesred o
page 84, part III, Indian Historical Records Commission Pﬁdc i
Volume XX, 1e of special interest to the nembers and T dréw zﬁdtngs,
attention to 1t. This is an extremely valuable collettion h.eir
been procured by the Central Govermment ag a huge cog aving
of rupees. These are very 0ld papers and naturally t
strength and vitality must h&v? considerably ebbed aws
assed and the slow process under which thege gpre i e
gannot be commended. As the manuscripts are mainiv 1n£sg§£2vin?ted
languages, the original intention of the Centrsl vacrnmen£”1nnﬁian
locating 1t in Madras apparently was to get, 1% exapined by e 5
South Indlan Scholars who were not then resiily Sﬁaxléblp‘qupng le
The mogt unfortunate part of the whole thing 4g that 55 Adiil ire°
waa never ingspected by an exmert of the Central Goﬁérﬁméﬁtc i_’gcn_c)n
fourteen long years the matter had been dodged ang ;t 1; t;mprti
the Central Government now do something useful . In”fou%tpsﬁ'VFNit
all the Manuscripts should have been repaired, indexeq énﬁ’fuﬁf:'S
made .available for bonafide research, ] 1y

43 the Commi ae

(14)
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(11) Dutch and Danish records:— The problem of the maintenance
of old Dutch and Danish records whihec were in the custody of the
various Provincisl Governments was congidered by the Indian Histori- .
cal Records Commission during 1ts f1fth and twelfth segsions and it e 3L
was decided (Resolution B Thdian Historibal'RécofﬁsCommission.Pro—
ceedings, Volume XII, p., 119) to concentrate them in the Madras
Records Ofrfice. Some Dutch pattas written in Bengali character were
however retsined in the custody of the Bengal Government for local
use. The object of concentration of these records was of course =
better preservation and their publication. But Madras GoVernment
have from time to time relterated that in view of adverse financial
position i1t had not been possible to undertske publication, index-
ing, etc., of these records. The only study of these records so
Tar hag been by a private scholar Mr. J., Van Kan who has published
a catalogue of Dutch records in Indis. Nineteen yesrs have elapsed

and the Central and the Provincial Governments have fsiled to make
these records =vailable for research,

(111) Tanjore Ra] Records:- Another valuable collsction, the
fanjore Raj Records, was saved in 1046 from being destroyed as use-
less papers by the timely intervention of an slert member of the
Madras Regionsl Records Survey Committee. ' These records be longed
to the late Crown Representative who agreed tc bear expenses of
their being indexed, catalogued, ete, The Madras Govermment again
have been entrusted to carry out this progremme of work., Nearly ® &
TWo years have passed and nothing igs known as to what treatment these Y
valuable papers have been given. ' |

All the records of the three categories described sbove are
extremely valuable and had been. from time to time en“rusted with
the Government of Madras ang West Bengal to deal with them but for
some reason or othep they have either bgrtially evecuted the plan
or have totally faileg in their undertaking. It is necessary,
therefore that the Central Government should immediately intervene

in the matter and tske OVer control and administration of all these
records., . R

L =

True Copy/

ASSTSTANT ' CURATOR,

1P ~1 2-1948.,
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Copy of D.C.No.1582-D-VII/48-24, dated 16th December 1948, from the
Curator, Madras Record Office, Chittoor, to Br: S.N. Sen, M.A.,
Ph.D.,B.L1%t.(Oxon), D.Litt., Secretary, Indiasn Historical Records
Commission, National Archives of Tndla, Queensway, New Delhi.

Dear Dr. Sen,

As Dr.Majumdar has brought in a Resolution (Resolution 5 of
the Members' Meeting) containing in its Explanatory Note several
statements which are incorrect and which cast a reflection on the
Madras Government, I have felt 1t my duty to explain briefly the true
state of affairs to you and to the Commiss}on. I anm, therefore, send-
ing vou-enclosed my Remarks on his Resolution and I request you to
piac; them before the Commission and to publd sh then along with his
Regolution and Explanatory Note in the Proqeedings Volume » I sshaidl
of course attend the meeting.

I hope you will agree with me that Dr.Majumdar who has not
seen the Madras records in question or known correctly what has been
doﬁe for them has little right to criticise the Madras Gove rnment .
Tt 6nly he had written to me about these Eecords I would have fully
;Dpwﬂsed him of their condition, preservation, publication, etc.
Yﬁuhﬁill please recollect that when you came %o %nspect the records
of the Crown Representative at Palmaner in 1943 T showed yoﬁ'the
Dutch records and told you how many of them had been mended and
rebound. In my opinion it is not fair to attack in this manner g
Government who admittedly have been the first smong the Provincial

Governments
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Governzents to organise a prov

proner Central Record Office and to do
whatever i1s possible to centr

: ‘ allse, preserve and make available
Tor research their vast collect?ons of archives,

I received the
was unable to get full
from the Curator o

Agenda only on the 14th instant and _hence
er particulars gbout the Mackenzie collection
f -the Oriental Manuseripts Library.

~ /True Copy/

» ‘ ASSISTANT CURATOR,
b | 2o-12-1948.

"
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Remarks of Dr.B.S.Baligs. on Resolution No.5 by Dr. R.C.

Ms jumdar:

‘I submit that most of the observatiqns made in the
explanatory note appended to this Resolution are based on

incorrect information,

’ =
MACKENZIE COLLECTIONS. - \£j>

These collections are said to be in three different

places; Madras, Calcutta and the India Office, In Madras

“they are not in the Madras Record Office, but in the Govern-

ment Oriental Manuscripts Library. It will be seen from

Dr. Sankaran's observations on page 85 of the Indian His-
torical Records Commission Proceedings, Volume XX, that

the number of these manuscripts on paper,.dealing with
history and allied subjects available in the Library 1s
only 323. Of these 290 were said to stand 1n need of
repairs and out of these 290 the Madras Record Office has
already mended with chiffon and rebound during recent yearsg
no less thgn 112 manuscripts. The'remaihing manuscripts
which require mending will be taken up for repairs gg 80§n
aé the chiffon position (ﬁhich is now very

acute) improves.

Again, information avallable with me shows that,was one or

the means of preserving these manuscripts, the Library hag

had them copied on dureble paper and made them up into

large manuscript. volumes. Thus, Mr. C.P.Brown ang Rev,

William Taylor ha@ most of them copied into (Sird large volumes ,

P cqpyingAis still proceeding, Tt Ld, therefore,
not correct to say that the Madras Govermment have not taken
steps to preserve the pqrtion of the Magkenzie collection
handed over to them. In‘regard to cataloguing, a catalogue
of the Mackenzile collection was got prepared by the Madrag

vaernment with the aid of Rev. William Taylor as long ago

'as 1838, During this century, a very large number of dag-

eriptive catalogues of the manuscripts in Sanskrit, Telugy

Tamil, Kanarese and Malayalam have been published by the

N



- Office 4n 1939 in'pursushece of the Rego

seholgr, R

and printed a Pregg List of thenm,
the Government enp
Van Depr Béerg ang
"I.C.Sh, who wsy

“af the memod rg

dered Important and 8 volumes of theae

Library, These also. ought to include the Mackenzie
manuscripts, though I amAnot certain on this point. And,
in reéard to rééeafch, none of these manusc;ipts seem to
have been withhéld from fesearoh; In the face of all
this, to say that "the matter had Ueen‘dodged“,is not
correct so far.aslthe Madras Government are concerned.
And as the Madras Government have done all that could
reasoﬁably be exbected fme them, 4t does'hot seem to be
fair to go back upon the decision made as ‘early as 1828

to transfer thege manuscripts into their custody,

DUTCH AND DANISH REGORDS.

In the case of these records also the Madras Govern-
ment have done whatever is practicable, ag will be geen

from the Guide to the Records in the Madras Recﬁrd Office

published 4in 1936, and the Annusl Administration Reports

of the Madras Recorg Office, copies of which are available

with the Commi seion.

The Dutch records congist bf 1768 volumés, of which

1647 belonging to the Dyten Bt etk Cochin
Malabar Were centralised‘by the Goﬁer
1891

angd

mment so long ago gg

and the remaining 121 volumes were obtained from

Bombsy and Calcutta ang centraliged in the Médras Record

lution of the

.88ed at 4tg > G

' ; the
ing, Immediately after the céntralisation of /1647

3
volumes the Government 8ecured the services of a Dutch

ev. A’J-M-Heyllgers,and, with hig ald prepgred

Between 1908 and 1911

loyed anothep Dutech scholar, Rev. A.a,

1th his 41d and the aid of Mp, Gallettt,

8 also a Duteh gcholar, publiéhed 15 volumes

Of the Duteh Governors which were ‘congi-~

were tranglated
£

e oS A SN, =

_ P S SSuS—

‘from Paris and other places, It may also be stated that, |

[ g
into English also. TIn 1916 a catalogue of all the Dutch .’
volumes was also prepared and printed.- The work of publica- 3
tion of moreiDutch volumes was then not teken up mainly
because of the difficulty of securing the services of suita-
ble Dutch scholars. In 1931,however,when the Indian Histori-
cal Records Commission suggested the resumption of the pub-

licaﬁions, the Government found themselves unable to do so,

faced as they were at that time with the great e°°n°m1;7

" depression and the consequent financial stringency. The

-question of resuming the publications was again considered

in 1938 in connection with another Resolution of the Tndian
Historical Records Commission, but it had again to be dropped
in view mainly of the difficulty of procuring thé services

of a right type of Dutch scholar. However, in 1939 the 191
volumes which had been transferred from Bombay =snd Calcutta
were catalogued with the aid of a Dutch knowing Missiongry, |
Rev.Father J.Fruytier. So far as the preservation of these
records ls concerned, a good number of them which were in g
very bad, condition have been mended with chiffon at great

cost and rebound: thus between 1938 and 1942 alone 151 Vblumeé
consisting of 18,143 sheets have been mended sng rebound .
Many more require mending. But they cannot at ﬁfasen E%aken i
up for repailrs for want of chiffon: they will be taken up

for repairs when chiffon.becomes available. T4 A Stated%

here shat every effort is now being made to procure chiffon

considéring the very l1ttle use made of thege records by 2

students of research, much more has been done for these !

records than for the more lmportant gng freauently required

series of other records. Finally, in regard to research,

all these records have always been thrown open for research

and no research student who wished to consult them hag been

denied access into them.. In fact, the object with which the

‘ of
Press Liste and the catalogues were prepared was that/en~

couraging research into thenm. Only, the persons who have



L
come to consult them ,s0 far have been very few., In view
of all this, 4t is surely wrong to say that nothing has
been done for them by the Madras,Government in-view of °

Tinanecial stringency. -

-~ s

- The Danich recofds number only bundleq and about

200 volumes. They were also centralised as long ago as

1891 and they have a11 been sub@eouently lﬁsted with the

aid of Rev, K Peiberg A 118t et marriages from the church
regﬁsters contained in the collectﬁon ha% also been prepared
and published with his help, Some of these records have
also been mended and all of them haVP been thrown open for
research, But, 80 far ag I remember, no one hss come to

consult thPse records for historical regearch,

A8 mOst of the Dutch and all the Danish records be-
long: to the Madrag Government and as that Government have
done whatever 1s practicable for centralising, preserving
and making then available for research, 1t is doubtful whe-
ther they woulg agree to part with these records, At most,

they can be éxpected to hand back the 121 volumes which were
transferred to them 1in 1932,

TANJORE RAJ RECORDS.
To say +hat thege récords "ywere gsaved in 1946 from

being destroyed as useless bapers" 1g shgolutely incorrect:
there was no propoegsl at any time tgq destroy them, In
January 1947 I was ordered by the Government of Madras under
instructions from the Crown Reprpsentatjvp to examine thege

records and to asgess their h1storieal value, Accordingly
P4

I went to Tanjore, inspected these records in Februapy 1947
and submitted a detailed report to the Govermment, 7T then
took gtepg to secure ‘the services of a Modi scholar, but,
before anything could be done, I found thet the Indian Hig-
torical Records Commi ssion had at 1te ¥XXIII Session passed
& RBesolution to the effeet that these records should be

handed over to the Tan jore Meharaj)a Serfoji Saraswathi Mshal

| %,

il . @

| 5.

Library. s ds therefore, naturally concluded that it was not

proper for me to proceed further until._the views of the

Government of India were ascertained as to whether the work
should be done by the Library or by me. Thig question is

still under consideration, - What delay has occured 1s mainly
ldue to the uncertzin situation created by the Resolution
cf the Commission. These records are purely the Droperty
of the Government of India and the Madras Government, so

for as I can see, can have no objection to giving thenm back,

if required, to the Government of Indis,

Mo,

uURATOR
Madrags Record ffﬁee

Chittoor, A%~1A—1Q48
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