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 condition (1) that where the religious instruction

Copy of this office Roc.No.300/B/48 dated 28,.9.1948 to the
Divisional Inspector of Schools,Coimbatore. =

Elementary Education--Aided School--complaint of teaching of religious
instructions in the M.E.L.I.M. unaided Higher Elementary School,
Bargur, Krishnagiri Range--Instructions--Solicited.

Refce. :—-Letter Roc.No.540/B/48 dated 1.9.1948 of the Dpputy Inspector
of schools, Krishnagiri Range. :
@ee

Copy submitted to the Divisional Inspector of Schools,
Coimbatore Division, Coimbatore for favour of orders. |

21 ’ The three M.E.L.I.M. Elementary Schools in this district

are recognised ones but not aided. 1 P ot ¥ ’
W""" - B D ~

28 A copy of the explanation of the resident menager of the

M.E;L.I.M. School, Bargur, is also submitted for favour of perusal.

L. In view of the fact reported by the Deputy Inspector and
of the manager concerned the Recognition of the schools may be
withdrawn.

(True copy). -
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Copy of letter Roc.No.540/48 dated 1.9.1948 of the Deputy Inspector
of Schools, Krishnagiri. ' « %

- —

Recently a mahazar from the villagers of Barugur was
forwardedd to this office by the Specisl Officer, District Board
for remarks., The allegations in the mahazar related to the working
of the M,E,L,I.M, unaided Higher Elementary School,Barugur in this
range and to the activities of its resident Manager Rev.John G.P.

Naumann, At the enquiry, the followinsz facts were disclosed.

1. That the teaching of the bitle is done every day for 1
period in all standards..

2o That no exemption is given or would be given to any pupil
irrespective of his faith from attending the Bible class.

3 That some children who were studying in the school were
baptized to Christianity last year, Rev. Naumann‘refused to disclose

the number and names of the pupils. -

By

kL. That the pupils so baptized were minors, though according
to Rev, Naumann they looked like majors by appearance and

5e That the conversion was performed from his bungalow
situated in the same compound as the school and that the parents of
the children had not been fully apprised of the fact that their
children would be converted to christianity.

Religious or moral instruttion is an optional subject
included in the scheme of studies for elementary schools and can
therefore be taught in elementary schools during working hours,
Detaile rules in regard to the imparting of religious instruction
in schools and colleges are given in rule 9(a) of the Madras
Educational Ryles, introduced by G.O.No.Ms,1hhhyEducation,dated
7-7-1947. These rules are common to all schools ,elementary and
secondary. According to this rule, religious instruction may be
imparted in a school under private management subject 1o ,

titution is in a faith other than that to
shall be exempted from attending the relig
if his parent or guardian requests in writ]




i .
;i b At ho time was there a change in the policy of the school, The teac

v;&hV“Mgh the mite of baptism. Where there wag reas
3 The menagement 18 not prepareq i, e

| nade in the attendance of religious jngy,

Gumstances warranged the assumption that the rel

SN

(2{ Phat the staff, pupils or buildings of any school shall not be
utilized for proselytization purposes,

Thg resident manager told me that no exemption could be given
to any pupll from attending the Bible classes as that would militate g
agalnsP Fhe Very purpose of the school., . The management has violated the
2.cond1tlons above referred to, It is not prepared to conform to the
f1r§t.c?ndition hereafter also, The villagers have protested against the
activities of the management and have requested for the,opaning of-a .

Board school in the village, According to the latest order on the subject,

Do new school can be opened in a locality already ser i
all schoolless centres are provided withyschools? i el

I therefore request you to advise me : i
has to be taken in the matter so as to make ti: ;:nzgzgeﬁzrzggé 2cilgnﬁ
§chools conform to the conditions relating to.the imparting of ;;ii.iéu;
1nstrgctlon. There are 3 M.E.L.I.M, Schools in this range And therg are
many 1n other taluks, As the matter is a delicate one, I ;equest ou to
inform me about the nature of the order I am to serve,on the management

@ea
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Copy v+ explanation of the Resident Manager, Bargur,

of schools,Krishnagiri Range, to the Deputy Inspector

Dear Sir,

In respect to the petition of some villagers of Bap i
. - ur vill
no Jdate, submitted by you to me on 23.8.1948, I wish to stafe that s&: -

allegations contained in the petition are not true to the f: o
I wish to state the following facts, acts,Specifically

1 A school was opened in this village in the Jyear 1899 at the specific

I8 requ=2st of the villagers to have a Christian Day School ALY 1 i i i
| 2 S . o ° h
. of this were well known to the villagers,namely that it inv01ve§ tﬁili:atlons

of the Christian religion as the chief purpose of the school. When due ighlng

laxness in attendance the school was closed in 1925 the vi

petitioned me to re-open the school from 1930, oz,sstatizzlisgir:h:gaiZd
objection te the teaching of religion, When their request was not aZcedednz
Board school was_opened and conducted for some time, At the villagers' s éc? i
request the Mission School was reopened in 1937 with the distinct undersza ;?
that the teaching of the christian religioan would be the chief considtg-,ra’r.l'l e
under which the school would be conducted, ' e 3

‘of the religion book a foremost place in the conduct of the school and the e

villagers were always aware of the fact, Nothing was done in secret where the

As to the alleged conversion of ¢ertain children, wherever the cir-

igious convictions of the

the acts of a Christian such

d moving on an intimate level
eing followed, no hindrance

pted into the chriktian faith

on to believe that the childrer .
e children were consulted,

Persons involved were set and that outwardly aly
a8 attending divine services, prayer meetings, an
ith ulie otner christians in the communi ty we;e b
Was placed in the way of these Persons being accé

b question were still minors the parents op thes

- . p reli 0 . t Ct'
s syllabus, It would militate agajngt 1y, very puf;g:: 2?8’0;: szggo{r:r?d

N6an @ decided breakdown in the morgle of the school ir exceptions were to be
¢ticn on the part of certain children,

L Opening of the religious records to the view of thg general
public would involve the revealing of certain confidences whlch‘the
management, is not prepared to do unless asked to so by the parties

concerned.

5 It is reiterated that no secret instruction is heing igparted' |
to any one. The religious instruction is done opengy agd anyone is
welcome to attend and receive instruction. The allegation that secret

instruction is being given is refuted.

Yours sincerely,
* sd.John G.P.Naumann.

Roe¢.No.540/48 dated 14..9..1948.

Resubmitted to the District Educational Officer, Salem.

2 The mahazar was retransmitted to the Spec?al Officer,
District Poard with remarks. It may kindly be got direct from the
District Board Office for kind perusal and return.

3. The statement of the resident manager in original was
also sent to the Special Officer, District SBoard,Salem. A copy
of the same is submitted above for kind perusal,

sd.C.R.Ramanathan,
Deputy Inspector of Schools,
Krishnagiri. |

(True copy).

V.
(CONFIDENTIAL, ) .
Office of the District REducational Offlce;
D.O. Salem, Dated 4..10,.1948,
—_—
811

With reference to your D,0.(Confidential),dated 24th
September 1948, and the Hon'ble Minister's minutes regarding conversion |
by the representative of Mussorie Mission of Bargur,Krishnagiri Taluk
(Salem) I beg to submit that I visited Bargur and made e&nquiries, I
was able to gather the following particulars from the people of Bargur.

S 6 children(who were studying in the school) have been
converted so far without the permission of the parents,

25 No conversion has taken place among the teachers-employed in
the school before, At present all the teachers employed belong te the

Lutheran Mission.

T e ——

B —

The service of a teacher,Aruldoss by name was dispensed with,
in May 1948 by the Management, as he is a non-Lutheran,

Sl Of the six conversion mentioned above? four were made in the
bungalow of the resident Manager. The bungalow is situated in the gsame
compound as the school.

S

The other two were made outside the school in the church nearby

No conversion has hitherteo been made outside the school amepe
the people of the locality. £

e e o

a 1k with the Resident I, : d ,
£ Reg Al i . Nt Manager, Mr,John E.P.Nawnann |
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and L find that his aim in running the school is to impart religious

instruction as one of the subjects to all the children without exception
an as per rule it is objected to and in this connection I beg to state
that I agree with the view of my predecessor submitted in his D.0,dated

29.9. 19A8 and I recommend that the recognition of the school may be
vithdrawn,

Yours faithfully,
¥ wEE: W

To Sri V.R.Ranganathan,B.A.(Hons.)B,Litt.(0xford)

Deputy Director of Publlc Instruction,
Madras,

(True copy).

_Secretary, Be& Pe.Ho . el L)

While on tour in Salem Dlstrict I recelved complalnts

from some people that one Rev. John E.P.Neumann of Bargur,
= —— AT B

Krishnaglri Taluk, who 1s the renresentatlve of( Mlsery Evan-

——

. gelical Lutheran Indian Mission, is making conversions through

the schools run by that Mission and it is .causing a lot ,off.,.agl-
tation. The_man_himselfﬂmet me at,Krishnagiri. He accepted
that some §onversion is being made. He told me that Christian
religious instruction is being given'in schools and that they
do not forcibly make conversion. Even from the information
that he gave me it seems there is ground for the complaint. The;

: |
President of' the District Congress Committee also tells me ‘

that these accounts are true.

Mr.Naumann also told me that his schools are not receiving

grants. The schools run by the Mission—and_not feceiving-grant}

are as follows:-
v6 schdols near Bargur in Krishnagiri Taluk;
3 schools in Krishnagiri;
35 schools in N.Arcot Dte.

1 High school in Ambur;

1 High School in Vadakangulam in Tinnevelly dt

He said that as these schools are not receiving grants, we
should not do anything to stop these schools even in view of
the complaints. This is a dangerous claim that one may conducy
schools and may be allowed to convert in the schools, if he

does not receive gronts for them,__Ihg_matter must be examinegq
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Please see herewith a representation from Sri

S. Nagaraja Menigar, M.lL.A. ‘This is a matter on which I

have already sent a note. I hope the matter has been

-referred to the v.P.l. and the vollector for enguiry and ]

e

: -a)“ : H.i. &ducation.
/| 13,; ' - ;

report.
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