


CONFIDENTIAL

From the Special Branch, Criminal Investig
Department.,

No.1364/C

S,Is' reports on the following meetings:- A ]
X X X

9. Govt. Press workers' meeting in Madras>ﬁ&

e

21-2-1949.
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Repor t.

The Madras Government Fress workers? Union - Public mseting =

Mint Bulldlncs L onlinea 0, Lyl

A public meeting of the workers of the above Government
Press was held in the premiées'ef the Mint Buildings on 21-2-49,
between 6 P m.and 745 Do o) Nardvanaswamy, Vice- President of
the Unlon occunlea the chal; and @bout 500 people, mostly workers
s of the press, attended ‘the meetlng. ' Tk ’7
/LV ' The President deplored the attendance at the meetlng and &
'<E]Vl‘Z?{'ikéaidrthat_though there were a8 = many as 1400 members in the
i £~‘éo 'ﬁ%pnlan only.e third of the"nQMber was présent- et the meeting. lMany
¢:> ’ problems swaited them and,ye§ tge Yast body of the workers in
“%he Press were aoathetic.f The'CentralfGoYernment had recently
increased the dearness ‘gllowancé of Xke its Hmployees by Rs.10/-
but- the proviniecial covernment had not thought it fit to similarl
B grant such,dearness "gllowance. There was no justification
for Qitholding_it, An Bmployee of the Central Govt.; another
from the B«.0.C. and”a third in the service of the Previnical
Go;ernmeﬁt lived in the same house in Madras oxr in some other
| place and yeﬁ tnere was difference in the dearnees allowance paid
to‘them. 411 of thenm pald the same pricesx and- Lived under simila
| conditions and yet the dearness allowance ‘varied from Re.18/-
>in'the case of the Imployee of the Prov1n01a1 Govt.. to Es.45/-

on :the part of the Central GOVt- TFmplovee or the B.0.Ces Employeee

The Provincial Govt. if 1T cared for the welfare ‘of its employees

r

(5]

% or really wanted to increase oJoductlon must grant this
jinereased jdearness allowance forthwith. The Provineial Govt. "
3id not want to grant this allowance without an agitation on

the part of its LmployeesS. If the uovt. really wanted an O VE
sxitation they would have it soouer than they expect. The

! e bigcest Employer
gpeaker loped that the uOVLrﬂﬂPOt being the PLES B

tnis
would set a better example and act with grace by ‘giving

; fhere were
inereased dearness a110wance to its Employees- The

s workers. Ihe interim
other problems faeing the Govt. Pres

relief and the house rent siiswence that were given to the

3 A witheld Feow e el s A ——
o ating ent rjtcif\f‘ had been wWillneld \ \ Degemper 48, :“\ |2
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thad taken up this question withfhe Go%ernment and would not rest 1

+311 the concession was restored.

g W e, . :
A freed discussion then ensued and the following resolutions

fvfere adopted at the meeting. z

. Resolutions. .

‘(1) ifmereas owing to the enormous cost of living the Central
Government had increased the dearness allowance of 1its
Emplovees by Rs.10/-, the Provincial Govt. had not taken
note of it and this meeting calls upon the Govt. to grant [,
s similar incresse to its Ipployees snd thus avoid giving
room for any agitation. ’ ‘ ‘

¢
=

. ) { . “:{ %
(2) Expresses concern over the conduct of the Govt. in with- Qyoh’;u
' olding the interim relief and the house rent allowance of B ¥
 the Contingent Staff who were enjoying them from 1946 but - G
s " which were stopped from Dec. '48, and calling upon the Govt. Wa
to restore the privileges. :
(3) Calls upon the Govt. to give effeect to the alterations ,
in the scales of pay and dincrement in respect of certzin ~
categories of workers and to increase the number of vosts o ’
‘ : in morio~-casting, and other Depts. &as recommended by the
' Union. 4[5 S bt

: (4) Considers that the present fixing of the out-turn of
(7 ~ecompositors at 1000 ens was beyoud the reach of the
ordinary and that it must be brought down to 800 ens
gnd that the grant of bonus on the out-turn be dis-cont-
jnued as it would xZmmst tend to create. jealousy and
fnhealthy emulation X zmong the workers.

(%)

- " r ~

Resolves to affliate the Press workers Union recently
fromed a2t Pudukotta¥ with the Madras Govt. Press
Workers' Union. '

arrears to the workegs by way of overtime allowance before
¥, 1 “the end of March 1949. .

~

(f) -+ THat preference be skown to sous of Employees in the
matter of appointment in the Govt. Press. |

o - o

Kannaeppar, Vice-President of the Union specking next said that

-

he called on the Supdt. of the Press in connection with the out-turn of

(6) Hequests the Supdt.. of the Govt. Press to disburse the )
| i
the compogitors and was able to convince him that the turn-out of 1,000 E

' | i

s eng was unreasonsble and rather heavy snd that it must be brought down

%0 Boo ens. The gupdt. being a technical man mast be able to understand

and convinece it %

thHis 2nd it wae therefore his duty to address the sovte.

of the impossibility of the present fixation of the out-turms ' A practice | i

S ) ) e ixed wag in
of fining thoese compositere who did not reach the out turn Fixe a

oy 7 o o fines would be refunded.
vogue in the Fress and the speaker hoped that the 3

. ' s with a view to
it yee o matter for Pity that certain new compoeitore

,'1"] thug hetraying

b K g
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The President in his concluding remarks s2id that an

o

unfortunats incident took Dplace that day in the Government Prese
due to the overbearing conduct of the Superintendent, I7r. giddigue.

19
While goinz on his usval rounds the Supdt. bhad yulgarly abusad

The latter

o

jayaraman, & worker in the Mochine Department.
recanted this and as a result the workers in that Dept. had to
observe a stay-in-strike. This was a direct result of the behaviol
of the Supdt. The days of abuse by Superior Officers on poor

subodinates were over and they were all citizens of a free countxy. }

mist change their outlonk and if they did

Officers noﬁ)it would he

-

el
igent superint=medent Iir.

a5 o ~ A e g o T
3 bad day for them giddigue had.

| 7]

his suborainates.

a notriety for peing uniformally uneivil towards
= M

In 1937 while he was in th~ Mount Road Office as the Asst. Supdt.,
he was responsible for a similar, stay-in-strike as he nearly bhopted
s worker. 4 Popular Govt. while insisting on discipline must

P ad

toke note of mis-conduct on the part of its Sperior Officers and
2>

desl with them promptly as otherwise it would be reflection on the
.\

sdministration.

clection off Office

concluding the soeaker amounéed that the

searers would take place about the first week of April and only the
workers who have paid their subscriptions to the Union in fall

would have the right to vote. They should therefore pay up all Xkex {

The speeches had & good reception.

their arresrs.

Impression:—

Madras.
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CONF IDENTIAL.

From To ' ’pﬁy/

. X
R. Siddigue, Esq., X The Secretary to Government,
Superintendent, X Educatisn & Public Health Deptt.,
Government Press, Madras. [ Fort St. George, Madras.

X=X =X = X X=X = X= X=X = X=X~ X= X=X =X =X=K=X=X=X=X=X=X=X=X=X=X=X=X=X=X===
No .88/Mis-S. Dated 14th March 194°.
TSN
& s ,: “\‘
Sir, L )

With réTﬁ?ghce to an extract from the Confidential report
dated 21-2249 about the Public meecting of the Madras Government
Press Workers' Union held on x1-2-49 at Mint Buildings and the
Confidential Endorsement No.C.4/49 -- dated - March 194¢ from
the Commiscioner of Labour, Madras calling for details about the
incident referred to in the report, I have to submit the follow-
ing to Government for information.

Due to heavy pressure of Budget work I had few departments
of Government Press working on Sunday the 20th February 194S when
some of the workmen demanded speclal night allowance. In view of
the fact that Government have negatived the proposal for night

allowance, I had to refuse the reguest of the employees and arrang

to get the work completed the following morning. At about 9 a.m.
on 21-2-49, as I was walking through the Machine department super-
viging the allocation of work to various machine§ I heard Machine-
minder M. Jayaraman shouting at the Top Senior Foreman of the
Machine department. I then asked the ¥achineminder not to talk

S0 lound for which Machineminder lost his temper and demanded of
me saying "How dare you say don't talk to me" in a very threaten-
ing and rude manner. I told him that I =said "Don't talk so loud
to the Maistry". The Overseer was also at the spot who was asked

to translate in Tamil that the Superintendent only said "Don't talk

gp loud" and not "Don't talk". S

: \

As I have already explained to Government in person the
situation seemed to be tensge in the Machine room and likely to
interfere in the completion of the Budget work which was promised
on that forenoon. ¥

Under the circumstances, I though it wise in the interest
of the work to leave the Machine room which I did. WMNext mement,
the Vice-President and the Secretary of the Union came to me
demanding an enquiry to be held by them alleging that the Super-
intendent had used harsh wortéts to the lgchineminder , Jayaraman.
I refuced to let them interfere in my administration and on the
following day interviewed the Secretlary to Government, REducation
and Public Health Department and under his specific oral orders
I arranged to hold an enquiry in the conduct of Machineminder,

Jayaraman. In the meantime on the evening of £1-2-49 when General

Body Meceting of the Union was proposed to be held in the Govern-
ment Prese, Mint Ruildings, the Vice-President, C. Narayanaswami
in his eonculding remarks is reported to have said "that an un-
fortunate incident took place that day in the Government Press
due to overbearing conduct of the Superintendent, Mr. Siddique
while going on his usual rounds, the Superintendent had vulgarly

abused Jayaraman, a workman of the Machine department. The latter

resented this and as a result the workers in the department had
to obgerve a Sta}r_in_strike. This was the direct result of the
behaviour of the Superintendent.”

With reference to my Memorandum No,.852/8RC. dated ©Z=2-49
calling for an explanation from Machineminder Jayaraman, the
explanation contains the allegations that the Superintendent had

ug ed
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et e "t s dfl e ¢ Y AR il ysed the words "Don't talk" and "Damn fool".

Kﬂﬂ on 4-3-49,'Machineminder, Jayaramean, the Overseer and the
Assistant Superintendent IV were called up, to hold the eequiry
when Jayaraman wmade & clear breast of the whole thing saying
that at the instigation of the Vice-President and the Secretary
of the Union he submitted the explanation alleging false charges
about the Supcrintendent. He nas now given in his own vriting 1n
Tamil that he feels sorry for his misbehaviowr towards the Super-

| intendent and also writing false allegations against the Superin-

remlent in a fit of anger and begging the Superintendent to excuse
him.

From the above facts it is so apparent that the Vice-Presi-
‘ o dent and the Secretary had arranged to somehow dislocate the work

b \ | in the Machine room and to prevent the Budget work going out at
, . the scheduled time. TheY also wanted to belittle the administra-

- ' ' - : , | tion of the Superintendent by wanting to hold an enquiry making
_ o : S tan | | false allegations against the Superintendent and also instigating

i . workman Jayaraman not to subject himself to the enquiry to be held

\‘ by the Superintendent. - »

: In reality there wag NO stay-in-strike as alleged by the
Vice-President, but only the temporary suspension of the work for
a few minutes due to the scene created by the workman Jayaraman.

. ‘ Before the enquiry could be held it was highly irregular on

\,g; —-\~lthe part of the Vice-President te have maqe a statement in the
General Body Meeting in the evening decrying the Super intendent
and also Subsequently insisting upon holding an enquiry by the
office bearers of the Union.

On 4-3-1949 when I was virtuaily holding the enguiry in my
office they sent me & note signed by the office bearers of the
. . + 2 am ™
Union demanding their presence at the enquiry which was refused.

From the oral statement made bY the Machineminder, Jayaraman
during the enquiry confessing to have been put up by the office
bearers of the Union, it jc e obvious that the Union was out to
| ; : A decry the administration of the Press by the Superintendent. oOut
, ' ' ' ' : g} ; of fear for the Union, the Machineminder, Jayaraman although he ¢

aTi ' confessed the whole thing orally, was not prepared to commit the
statement in writing. However, he has given in writing in his
own hand that it was all his fault that he behaved so rudely
towards the Superintendent in a fit of anger and also that the
allegations made agalinst the Superintendent were false. He begs
' to be excused. ,

—————

wimm

' i ' I have put up the entire facts to Government tn acquaint them
; of the low manner in which the dealing of the Union are being con-
ducted by the Vice-President, gecretary and the Off ice bearers.

;
| | In this connection, I like to bring to the notice of Govern-
} | ment, the few ollowing factes:-

h , : i (1) The Unlon taking sides of the Head Reader Sri S. Gana-
h . A B e A 1 pathy Iyer and Senior Top Reader gri E.N. Munuswami
PR Vi for promotions as Assistant Superintendents, came out

‘ with a notice to Government with a threat of etrike on
| | | > ) gi?a?g’lminbﬁf‘ent.of sri Nadhavabalakrishnan, sri K.
\ : | S g 7 ” | Rajara La fudaliar and Sri S. Krishnan, Assistant
% et " e - L Superintendente. They were told that they will have to
‘ | . face the consequences in case they resorted to strike
and on this warning they withdrew the strike notice
to Government.




(2) When the post of Top Senior Foreman in the Machine room

fell vacant, the Vice-President, gecretary and the
Office bearera’ of the Union wanted me to appoint a
junior Machine Foreman who is a member of the Union in
preference to a senior Machine Foreman who is not a
member of the Union. This I naturally refused to do.
- : ‘ Ever since I am receiving numerous complaints from the
s ; : . Union .about the inefficliency of the Top Senior Foreman

' of the Machine room and try to force me to promote the
_ Union candidate, agalnst rules. (ﬁ>

; _ (3) Since overtime in the various departments were cut down,
‘ R some of the office bearers of the Union have been making
; a seriecs of attempts to dislocate the work in the Gazette
P, department and prevent the Fort st. George Gazette going
b out at the appointed time. 1In one instance the Gazette
department had refused to work overtime in the emergen-
cies and I had to resort to disciplinary action.

(4) The allegations brought against the Electrical and
Mechanical Engineer by the active members of the Union
& §¢4/f”ﬁgx T) . reculted in nis being suspended from duty and disgraced.
L ' Even now the Elecctrical and Mechanical Engineer bitter-
L ly complaine against their demeanour and subverdive
activities.

(5) The Vice-President and the Secretary have been in the
habit of sending & series of unnecessary reports direct
to the Government in the EBducation and Public Healtl
Department to the Ion'ble Minister for Education and

J, £e® the Hon'ble the Premier. T mention out a few of such
things.

T

o~ \ (a) Saying that 21 men made to wdrk for printing
:hf", Fort St. George Gazette on one day without
U interval for lunch.

Agsistant to Electrical and Mechanical

( (b) Saying that I utilized the services of the

A\ { Engineer on suspension for atarting the Power
0y~ Honse during a holiday for a period of 35
) minutes.

e
-
2
z )

°

| ST _ e g MoAx (c) Saying that the worktunnecessarily being given
- , ' 4 ; JALLﬂrf” &“ to outside printers.

i it g | (d) wanted to dislocate work connected with the
| ' Budget by setting up men to strike work.

| f A (e) Directing men of the Gazette department not to
' work overtime even in emergencies, such as
expediting Fort St. George Gazette publication.

Under the above circumstances, I request Government to take
'i serinus note of their subversive activities with a tinge of com-
| munist complextion and deal with the Union appropriately to pre-

\j | vent this unwarranted unterference with the administration of the
| Prese by the Superintendent and creating a very unhealihy atmoe-

a

| phere in the Government Press,
ES

| ' |
. | .
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COPV CommUHICated to . the Comm1e51oncr of Labour, Madras

with referemece to n13~conf1dent1al Endorsement No C 4/49 dated
March 1949 _ |

(sd) R. Siddique,

superintendent .
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N g From the S. G.P. No.88/Mis.S.dated 14-3-1949 ?

Madras - Govt. Press Workers' Union - Act vities.

The S.G.P. has brought to the notice of

Ak, L o5 e Govt. certain instances in which the Vice President
and the Secretary of the Madras Government Press
Workers' Union have unnecessarily interfered with his
administration. A perusal of his report on pp 1=5 cf.
would seem to show the am manner in which the Union
attempted to dislocate the smooth working of the Press._
The S.G.P. in the circumstances requests to—belee (P

e Elees, /

serious notlc_eNOf the subversive activities of the

A\ Union with a e of communist complexion and deal

i \ with the Union appropriately to prevent this unwarrant<

\
=
o
¢
<

ed interference with the administration of the Press
by the Superintendent and creating a very unhealthy |
" atmosphere in the Govt. Press.
2,1t may be noted’ that the Govt. Press Workers®
Union was recognized by Govt. in G.0.381 Dew(Confdl)

-:"’_5‘;\%
) )

A i {3) dated 11-2-1938, One of the conditions of recognition
: is that the Union shedd submit it representation if
e (\"’ aner 2. any, through the S.G.P. From the instances quoted by |
the S.G.P., this condition has more than once been S
violated. It does not seen Sefirable that the Union
should ¥mkerfm interfere with day to day admifiitration‘
of the Press. For orders whether the Union sheuld fese
categorically pe- informed that ojﬁ) should r'gidly follow
\ the condition of its recognition that it should forward
g P % its representation invariably through the S.G.P. on
o | pain of withdrawal of recognition. Please see in this

connection Mp.Giri's (the late Hon'ble Minister) minute

at 'M' on p 37 -(D)
2 As for K above, Public may see before circu-

’.‘3 ‘ e lation. : V}\ ;
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