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Bl claughlin Esquire, = = The Secretary to Government,. o
. Collector and Special Officer, [Education & Public Health Departmeniy
. Tanjore Distriet Board, Fort St. George, ; |
W ANJORE. MaDRAS. .

Rc.No,A13.33265/48, dated 15-10-1948,

Sub: - EDUCATION - Secondary schools - Board High - -
School, Kuttalam - Participation of Harijan !
students in the Black Shirt and anti-Hindi

‘ movement - Report furnished, 5
35 V%%’Lf ar e

|

16 06T 198 5,
7

N\

f:- Government Memorandum No.71718-B1/48-

Education, dated 1st October 1948,
ok %

\‘.
s

The Harijan students of the Board High School, Kuttalam
do not appear to have taken any active or open part in the anti-
Hindi agitation. But cértain incidents which took place on the
Independence Day (15-8-1948) show that some of them have strong
leanings towards the Black Shirt movement and the a ti-Himdil ==
agitation. - - :

2. It appears that-a few inmates of the Harijan Hostel
joined the Public procession that went round the streets of Kuttalam
in the evening of 15-8-1948 and created some disturbsnce by sholt- =
ing anti-Hindi and anti-Government slogans while other slogans vege
being shouted by the main body of the processionists. This was . .
reported to the Headmaster of the school by the President of the
local Congre§s Comnittee on 16-8-1948, The Headmaster after due
enquiry and.ln consultation with the Staff Council suspended three
Harijan pupils for two weeks from the Hostel. . This led to a hunger
strike by six Harijan pupils on 24-8-1948. The number swelled to
50 on 25-8-1948, All the efforts of the Headmaster and other mem-
bers of the staff to make the pupils see reason proved futile. No
pupil of the school other than Harijans joined the strikers. On
25-8-~1948 evening, the local Sub-Inspector of Police intervened
and the strikers vere induced to take food and everything seemed

to have quietewred down by 9 P.M. that day..

. 3. But at about 3-30 A.M. on 26-8-1948, the thatched

shed of the Harijan Hostel was found to be on fire, Iive Harijan -
Pupils including two of the six pupils who led the strike are re-~ »
borted to have been sleeping in the shed. They woke up on hearing
the alarm raised by the Librarian who was sleeping in a room in
the main building directly south of the shed. The fire could not
be put out and the entire shed was burnt down. The Sub-Inspector

\ of Police is reported to have come to the spot when the shed wasg

% burning,. ' 3

I
‘ﬁhg 4, The Hostel Committee has decided to close the Hostel
I temporarily, The Harijan pupils have made thelr own arrangements
i for boarding, The cause of, the fire is not knowm ang the Tosult
‘ of the police investigatioﬁtstill awaited.

5. The shed burnt down was not the Property of
trict hoard. It had been put up by the Diamong Jubilee HEZie%is-
. f Committee from § private funds, a few ¥e&TYS ago jin tpg compo
' | of the Board High School. The board has NO contpgy Ov@r-dpound
. | mittee., The Committee will not be permitied to puy ,p
i in the compound of the high school.

the Come.

YD a new sheg' W

. 6. The Headmaster of the school has mada
T lall these incidents to the District'ﬁduca%iggg?iéid

and requested him to take diseiplinary action gpai *iiigé’
- 5l 1I¥S 2
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7" Board High School, Kuttalam to the Distriet Educational Officer
Tanjore. Zi

leaders of the Harijan boarders. There has been no report of
i subsequent misbehaviour by the Harijan pupils either in the. -
(s school .or outside. A copy of. the Headmaster's revort to the

Copy of letter Rc,No.C/48, dated 30-8-1948 from the Headmaster,

ey

=

k ﬁji;¥ﬂistriét BEducational Officer is enclosed.

¥ P VG.&

Y el

SPRECTAL OFFICER.

e

I beg to submit the following:- v

(1) There is a Harijan Hostel knowmas Jubilee Hostel, Branch B
(Harijans) with 96 inmates attached to the Board High School, Kuttalam
and maintained by a local Committee, of non-offieials with the Lump sum

3grant paid by the Lebour Department of the Government of Madras. Sri
H. Rengaswami Reddiar, M,L.A,, is the President of the Hostel Committee
The pupilils mess in a thatched shed put up by the Committee within the )
premises of the school and study and sleep in the school building.

(2) On the Independence Day, 15-8-1948, five pupils of whom t
T = = = |

three were Harijans were absent at the School Flag Salutation Ceremony :
and they were fined annas four each, The fine was paid., The next dav L
the school compound walls and the L.F, Hospital walls were disficured
with slogans like S\ & Goz> Y % .@"35"‘15\3.,@_‘«39 Wb &) wral o\, 24X
A reference was akhso made to the Fine at the Black Shirts meetine
held in the pullic park the next day. ©

(3) On 16-8-1948, the President of the local Congress nitte
preferfed a -complaint to the Head@aster stating that most of* %ﬁgﬂ%ttve
jan Hostel pupils joined the public procession arranged on the evenin
of the Independence Day in a body and shouted Anti-ﬁinditand anti-éovgr

‘ment slogans and disturbed the solemnity of the procession makine thQQ'
selves a perfect nuisance and bringing disrepute to the fool and e
Hostel. - .

ari-

(4) The next day the pupils mentioned in the redport
upon to explain their conduct. They denied the allesations
The matter was placed before the Staff Council the same da
solved unanimously to suspend H.Muruzayyan of VI Form, V.Mururzan of
VI Form and K.Jagathaguru of V Form from the Hostel for two weeks .
put to permit them to attend school. Avani Avittam Holidays oiol
vened and all the Harijan Boarders went home and return@a'op 23e§' Q
On 24-8-48 the Hostel cook reported at 9 A.M. that the pupils hag T
turned up for breakfast., The Headmaster went there and‘ehquired-LEOt
reason., It was said that they would not take meals unless the th; g
pupils under suspension were taken back unconditionally and the ﬁeeg
master succeeded in persuading all but the following six to take hot

preaklast:

were called
in toetey
y, T!‘.,.LO I‘e—

their

¥

1. K.Thamilarasu VI Form o
2. K.Subbayyan VI Form
3. A ,Krishnamurthy VI Torn
4, K,Sellapillai VI Form
5, M,Rengasami V Fornm
6. M.Govindan IV Forn,

These gix presented a petition signed by 70 pupils St !

front of the Hostel without attending school. The Headméstii“& in

t+a teacher to agk them to come and meet him in the Office“bUILtPeﬂt
refused. Then he himself went down to them and askeg th@m-% -ney
\and meet him in the Office.: Even now they refused. Aftan to come
minutes on his return from a visit to the Hostel he a;s{ﬁt LiVe
them to come to the Office room. This time they came. asked

(5) K,Thamilarasu of VI Form vho wag the spokesman of
\ T P (o A = The S £ AT O HAan i
eoup wae taken to the Headmaster's Private roonm and the ﬁm’

tr\ied to p@rsuade him to take meal and attend sechoo] DTOﬁ:v?@ﬂastgr
roxt. He wanted that the suspensioh order should he égnfg1W1th.the
dis\rely to which he was told that the matter woulg be éELE:led g
they took their meals in the hostel.  He did not appee ﬁn;fdered after
1 Nex DoV s Rengaswamy of V Form, vias askad to comq”iﬁh;°wﬁl”@£ the N
aThen rhe Hgadnaster_went to him in person and qsuqﬂ“ﬂi.w@ refused,
\he ', "~ 3 anving that they would all come in 5 hade -0 FOLcone, g
O FPERTGEIROL atOT

ik
¥
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J (6) 'In the afternoon the number of pupils not taking mealsKX
had swelled to; 13. including the 3 suspended. A staff Council
meeting was convened at 4-15 P,M, to consider the matter. After
| a full gdiscussion of the situation in all its bearings, the' 13 '
(i punils®¥ere summoned before the Council and asked to state their
i grisvances freely. They persisted in their demand for-the imme
diate cancellation of the suspension order. The Members of the
S%gff Counecil collectively and individually advised them for about
an hour to take meals and leave the rest to the Council, But they
were obdurate in their.demandgand declared that nothins short of
the cancellation of the suspension order would appeal to them,
Then the Staff Council resolved to recommend the withdrawal of
the Residential Scholarship zranted by the Labour Department to

K.Thamilarasu, A, Krishnamurthy and K.Subbayyan and to wateh ‘the
~situation. '

%

(7) The next day, 25-8-48, about 30 Harijan pupils did not
take breakfast and squatted in the playsround onposite to the school
building within the compound. By noon the number swellad to double,
They did not attend school. In the afternoon the loeal Sub-Insnector

- of Police and the Deptity Wardenfiof the Hostel persuaded the pupils to

take meals and leave the rest to them, After great hesitation they
agreed and took their meals at about 5-30 P.M.

d thatesince N.Murugayyan of VI Form,

? VI Torm and K.Jagathaguru of V For?, mlsbehigi% g?
V. Murugan ol e Day and they have not so far shown ang e
the Independegcsinée K.Thamilarasu of VI Form was th% ea.ert
pepentahor 2o i1s who were not amenable to reason, sugggsd o
the Harijan pu?lma be suspended from the school for a perlg o
ghat these Lour oY o r Scholarship of A.Krishnamurthy of VI Form
one year = =

: be cancelled.
and K.Subbayyan of VI Form may
..//é

pecialfOfficers
///’}District Board, Tanjore.

N s thig requeste

| (8) After this meal the six pupils mentioned in para 4'supra,

| W alonz with the 3 suspended pupils mentioned in the first part of the
| sSame para, left the Hostel, went into the town, railvay station side
and other places, probably to meet the local Biack Shirt Organisers

(True coDy)
‘
; and returned after 9 TS

, . (9) About 3-30.A.M. on 26-8-1948, the thatched shed of the
Harijan Hostel was found burning, It was first noticed by the
] librarian of the school who was sleeping in the school room directly
‘ south of the shed. Hs gave alarm to the Hightwatch and the Harijan
: Pupils sleeping on the verandah of the school. They all rushed to /§§>’
k the scene but it was too late to save the shed. :
(10) X.Thamilarasu, A, Krishnamurthi along with three others
} were sledping inside the shed. They have stated that they heard .an
{
!

alarming cry, woke up, found the shed in flames and came out, The
local Sub-Inspector of Poli S

c ame to the spot when the sn :
still in flames, S ed wa

: o
i (11) An urgent meeting of the Staff Council was heilg at 9 A.M

s on 26-8748. It resolved to report the matter.to the Hostel Commitééé
] to provide meals for the morning and noon and to ask the Hostel e’
3 to go home and await the decision of the Hostel Committee resa puplls
the future working of the Hostel and to direct those pupils
make their own arrangements for food to attend school

e

rding
ho conlg

(12) I beg to add that the 3 suspended pupils never %
the Headmaster for pardon op mitigation of the punishment bigpgoached
the other hand had certainly insticated the six § ) n

: . upils t Pt
direct action, themselves joining it in the aftegngOn' O resort tq

(12)" Tt 3¢ 4y G0ty td menbidn here that the g . : ‘4*J' '
{ pupils have been under the evil influence 2rijan HOStel )’

of the local
of the Black Shirt Movement who are men of no standine gig%ﬁisers
o and the pupnils hawve been openly attending anti-Hindi ang .

ings organised by the Black Shirts., In short, the whole affass +°
been engineered and kept active by the loecal Blga fair b
trouble at school and zain supnorters for the

ﬁ

N
- f j

# (14) On the very morning of the fine incident rosteardsl ' 2l
were received by the Headmaster, fiVe assistants and’OﬁP’puuilv”
the school threatening violance and danper to 1ite Soﬁé og fﬁw*
lettersgseen to have heen posted after 6 P, on 25-3-194% an:%"
Ewo of them refer in contemptible terms to the appeals ﬁ;d ~th ;
Harijan Pupils to behave well T ROAC U

=
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} ‘ grgmM McLaughlin Esq. g.??f“ The Secretaryé(g'Government, |
ol Teotor aod Special Office#y [U3 Education & Public Health Depart.
f District Board, Tanjore. ment, Fort St. ®eorge,MADRAS.
L.Dis.N0.43523/1948 dated 29-11-48. 2
Sir’ h m— . L » e
] - igh School
. EDUCATION - Secondary.schools .Board High 3
"ffwggbj??t Kuthalam - Participation of Harijan students in
.. Black Shirt and Anti-Hindi movements - Disciplinary
e g “'.‘J}ction against leaders - Report - Submitted. \
/ 'E:” 80 | Referengé: Government

5,
S

) D 5
Y )

Memo.No.71718-B.1.48/2-Education dated

4

J2-11-1948.
s : Ay T l
PR A A F i

i1 oby of the report dated 26-11-1948 of the Headmaster, |
Kuthalam is hereto appended.

Board High School, : X
Y 3 W

{
1
{
|
"% {
[
!

§‘} S

| 54

Special Personal Assistant,tf/”
for Special Officer.

" i
égzémaster,
*

g APPENDIX.

£ report R.C.No.C/48 dated 26-11-48 of the Board
g;gﬁ gchooﬁ, Kuthalam to the*Spec1al Officer,District Board,Tanjore.
%

. tion - Secondary - B.H.S.Kuthalgm - Hari jan students -
Sub %ggzirtgnces - Report on further action - Submitted. |
Ref: D.Dis.No.32657/48 datii*23-ll-48. } ‘
I beg to submit that, 2s advised by the District Educational
officer, Tanjore in his D.C., dated 2-10-48, the pupils concernegd
have been individually warned severely. Their conduct since has
also been quite satisfactory. _ In view of this and in the general
interests of the institution, I request that the matter may be a17¢

to drop and no further action on the matter deemed necessary, Wed

=

'L KG.29.11. - | f
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1 »A¥Q.No. 854:- Will the Hon. the Minister'for

Tducation be pleased to states-

students of the Board High School, Kuttalam,
Manjore districﬁ)are actively taking part in

the Black Shirt & anti-Hindi movement & crea-

P

(b) whether it is a fact that the %ﬁAf

i

school was set on fire by them;

(¢) what the loss caused thereby 183

% }

\and {. - v

(d) what action the Government have

taken against them? : fﬁ‘

j : l dosinid
| . ¥

(a) whether it is a fact that the Harijan

v .
'\ﬁ; ﬂﬁ . .-‘~% 3
fa ' SECRETARIAT OF THE MADRAS LEGISIATURE.

- : (ASSEMBLY SECTION) - g e
}ﬁ . AT j//
| £ Jn=9-T948) W/ A
I /RN
/Il ~ STARRED:

SRT A. VEDARATNAM PILIAT, M.L.A.
il EDUCATION AND PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT.
!

. prrr ion
ting great indiscipline in that schoolj F ¢/

i
¢

Harijan Hostel building attached to the ¥

E & P.Ho (Bl)o .,i-;‘fa

v o “ |

A

Answer.

(a)lgggzﬁar"

e

aBlocle ashirit and 'Hm: Anta.—-ﬁi-ndl

mevemeﬁ%s-2é;tegome d% the

‘Harijan Students of the Sechool

have acted in a manner that'nmﬁ?

would indicate that they have
strong leanings towards the

Blackshirt and the Anti-Hindi

movemﬁst Skl -
e B ctcta s e
(b)4Dmzma—;s-ne—tﬁ;grma%&ez:;s

toatho gset. £firg to tha A

e u&”ﬁ“* é‘;;4;1“snn~wl
buitdizne,

The matter ig being
investigated by the Poliee Dept.
(¢) Neither the Govt. nor the

District Board has 1ncurred any'

loss on

/account eﬁ‘%he-burﬁfag
doun “?

the bu11dwhn hﬁhq“s l
property—ef—s private
Committee,

dle=the.-

(d) The question. of taking

action against the whebskan v ,



o Lol A B R
Harijan StudentsELs under the consi-

4
deration of the authorities conee_rned.

v » 4 == 1/7/
L{.r/”;"‘j( ’:[I\”‘N'

| » ,‘

¥ To The Se;cféﬁai'iét of the Madras_Leé. “‘islature, | /_DN'( . 1 Will the Hon'ble the Minieter for Edugatioh be pleased to state:e
(i ' o N o ?' W e nether : faet that the larijan students of the Bemrd

B o et s (Ass_eﬁ‘!ﬁ!gSthlon) 5 copies. : | \')/ Mgt(l‘éc‘;m Eugng.‘:m: Tanjore distrist, are actively taking

 _Covy to Public (Hlections) De v g LA 188 1n the Black Shirt & anti-lindi movement & creating great
R 17 ALy N et muzﬂma in that schoolj
SLbare cony, | ~ h Hostel buildix

e e whether it is a fact that the Hardijan ste. ibaing

ueizi)ud to the school was set on fire by themj .

{e) what the loss caused thefeby is; and |
(d) what aetion the Government have taken min.u them?

| p PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT, O
| % | ALSNER [
\ | : : jan Students of the School have acted
! 7 in .‘”ﬂammr gﬁt‘hmul’ Hfﬁsd&““ that they have steong leanings
!: govards the Blackshirt and the An&;ﬁindt ::ﬂu-
' b) The thatched shed of the Harijam hostel was burnt down.,
; The &.3.... of the fire is not knowh. 41» matter is being investigated
! py the Polige Department. | |
| Tt g o de | (e) Heither the Governuent mor the District Hoard has incurred
B e g~ | any A08s on this account, as the shed was put up by & private committes .
B Tl i it | ) € stion of taking action nst the Harijan Studente
WL U TR (d) The question the 8
| S e Ly &Y e misbehaved is under the gonsidera of the authoritiea
Pe sauns who
| PR ] goncerned. :
Q g : : X for Somurr to Covernment .,
;,; | - 0 e Secrotagat of the ladras Legislature (Assembly Section)
- | e Fublie (Elections) Department.
|l h’: The above angwer has been &WN‘VM by Hon'ble Mr,T.5, :
¥ . & yd odond | vinasilingam Chettiar. | ;
‘ R AT oy | .um.r.gagio-u‘o,?'wﬂ;md O armact 4
pr—— S ; ..Qr Oth Degember . L™
f } Bre/ :
- | B » ek 1""'&&\“‘-‘ ”\
.-’ ‘; * P
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 2 N

122nd Jdnuary 1949] _
o ~Sr1 S. NAGAPPA :—* May 1 know when Government are
'going to give effect to the plans and estimates and to the inyesti-
gation? *’ : Vi
Te) Hox. Srr M. BHARTAVATSALAM:—*1 atn’ unable
to understand the question. What is there to give effect
eithor to the investigation or the plans and estimates? ”’

\
\

Pension gwen to I.C.S. officers. /

# 583 (Q.—SRI S. NAGAPPA : Will the Hon. the Minister
for Tinance be pleased to state what the amotnt involved to this
(tcYernment annually is on account of payment of pension to I.C.S.
officers? \

Tes Hox. St B, GOPALA REDDIL:—The expenditure in-
curred on this account during 1947-48 was Rs. 8,31,786.”

Srr S. NAGAPP&\:——“ May I know, Sir, whether t:his ques-
tion was mnot settled when the question of sterling balances was
settled Dy the Indian Finance Delegation that went recently to
England and if so, even after the settlement, are we to pay any-
thing more? If so, how much? >’ : ,

Tue Hox. SET B. GOPATA REDDI:— This question does
not entirely relate to European I.C.S. Officers but it/ includes
also Tndian Officers who haye retired,  With regard to Euro-
pean T1.C.S. Officers who dre entitled to receive 'pension,
there is the High Commissioner at London and we have 10

- definite instruction in the m;}%r,” ’. t

v SWAMINATHAN: ¢ May T know the| number
of officers who have hedn compulsorily retived for
ig paid?”’ \

“ gt R
and the names
whom pension

M. aPE AKER :—*“The hon. l\Ielnl}é{qnay put a separate

to 99
ques 1011,

Hartjan students of the Board High School, Kuttalam.

__crt A. VEDARATNAM PILLAT: Will the Hon.

4 Q— :
‘lff)isnistel‘ for Bducation be pleased to state—

(@) whether it is a fact that the Harijan students of ihe

1 High gchool, Kuttalam, Tanjore district, are actively
Boar® % in the Black-Shirt and Anti-Hindi movement and
talqﬁflﬁlf oreat indiscipline in that school :
redl (I';) whether it is a fact that the Harijan hostel building
to the school was set on fire by them;
.nttalc o what the loss caused therehy is; and

() what action the Government have taken against them?
| e Hox. St B. GOPAT.A REDDT (on behalf of Hon. the
" Minister for Tducation) : —*“ (a) Some of the Harijan stu-
dents of the school have acted in a manner that would
sndicate that thev have strong leanings towards the Black-
Shirt and Anti-Hindi movements.

‘ the

¢

S =Tl

1
~J
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
= \
_ [22nd J anuaty 1949
 (b) The thatched shed of the Harijan hostel ~ was burio.
down. The cause of the five is not known. The matter is
being investigated by the Police department.

““ (¢) Neither the Government nor the District Board has in-
curred any loss on this aceount, as the shed was put up by a
private committee. - |

¢ (d) The question of taking action against the Hfz}rijau stu-
dents who misbehaved is under the consideration of the
_authorities concerned.”

'Sar A. VEDARATNAM PILLAT:—* May L lnow whether |

the Government have any proposal to prevent boys from actively
taking part in the Black Shirt movement and creating great indis- ¢
cipline in the schools? ”’ )
o Tl Sxif, B GOPAL A REDDT :="" e would - very !
much like students not to participate in the Black-S}lth
movement and whatever steps that are possible will certainly

be taken by the Government.”’

Spr V. I. MUNISWAMI PILLAY : — Arising out of the {1
answer to clause (a), may I know whether it is the Harijan stu-
dents alone or students of other communities also who have taken
part in this?
Tap Hon. Szt B. GOPALA REDDI :—* The question relates
to Marijan students in that particular school. And as$ _1 |
said some of the Harijan students in the school have ncteq _111_‘
2 manner that would indicate that they have strong leanito
towards the Black-Shirt and the Anti-Hindi movements.”

Mi. SPEAKER :— What the hon. Member wants is whethes
along w1t1.1 Harijan students, there were also students of 0{_‘:1‘191'
communities involved in this incident, or whether only Harijs?
students were responsible for thik.” '

Tar Hox. Srr B. GOPALA REDDI :——¢ Tt is quite

there might have been other students too.”

Spr G. RATAMANNAR CHETTI : = May I know what 1%
the number of Harijan students in that Board “chool and what 1
the percentage of such students who are a]legve;l to have S{rozl’%
leanings towards the Black-Shirt and Anti-Hindi muvements'

possiblc

My SPEAKER:—* T do not think the Hon. Minister 15 7 L
with the answer. Tet the hon. Member put a separate ques ion.
of

St 'S, NAGARAJA MANIGAR .5 this epidemiC
) Blauk-&hlrt movement or the Anti-Hindi movement prevnleﬂt ol
5 in the Kuttalam High School or in some other schools also? ”’

Mnr. SPEAKER :— Let the hon. Member put a sepm‘,ﬂ:te {

question.”’

] ‘]SRT q. NAGAPPA : —“ From the activities of the Harija®
students, am T to understand that Marijans are so much displease
with the Government that they have taken to this movement?
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

gond Jamuary 1949]
pae HON- grx B. GOPALA REDDI:— It is a question of
Anti-Hindi movement and not so much against Government

 activities

1 K. M. SEEIHI SAHIB Bamavur:—* May T know what this

Bmck—b‘hift‘ movement stands for and whether the Government are

A e progl‘ﬂmme_()f— the Black-Shirt movement and whether

al\l"a'le is an thing objectionable in their programme? ™’

ther a

MR- SPEAKER!—” A separate question may be put.”

y MEBED KHAN SAHIB Bamapur:—‘ May I ask

desirab!e that the Government should take notice of
ias oo . N:}tmnahst Members of this House, Congressmen,

111:131 11-90:61 rd 10 Partlcular sections of the community?

e mon. S P GOPALA REDDI:—** When an hon. Men-
Uber PutS down @ question and the Speaker’s Secretariat passes

S ohith he (_}overnment, it is but right that we should give

:che informﬂtlon that is available with us.”’

e ) S RAMASWAMI : —* May 'l know whether there is
DRI =, . the hostel in the school and whether he was present
] Wardg]lne of the incident?

a2 Hox- grr B. GOPALA REDDI .__**1 want notice.”

HEB

T o PATTABHIRAMIAH: — Is it not a fact that
o SI‘JH Harijan students in the southern parts of the Presidency
geﬂemt );ympathetic towards the Bilack-Shart movement which 1s
ar® ’:1 Octed by another section of the Hindu community? "’

pether it 18

oV n b ; 2 4%
@ I Sl’EAKER:—-“ [ think the Hon. Minister would require

oo of the question.”
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