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B A Ry ' TEe ari A.Vedarathnam Pillaij. M.L.4.

camp Madras.

[ | .  The Hon'ble Minister for Education,
1 Fort St. George, Madras.

I shall be glad if you will kindly

‘ i ﬁ¢cépt to answer the following short

;A notice cuestions.

Yours sincerely,

L 3HL




Short notice Starred questions.

....... (f?
Sri A. Vedaratnam Pillai, M.IiAs S
il (a) Will the Hon'ble Minister for Education b pleased to

to state whethem e dsaware that in;1938: sthe Penjore Palace

Agency Record Room, under the .custody of the Collector of Tanjore),
noi+agontained aotually 2,452 bundles and nearly 800 bound volumes' im |

which the history and fthe adwinistration of the Naicks and the

|

Marathes, of Tanjoxre were described?
® = 9 < o'u;l...‘g_.f;a

- (b) Isyit a fact that this Record Room contained manus -
cripts not only in Modi, but also in Urdu, Persian and Tamil®

(¢) Is it a fact that the records, for want of proper
cloth for bundling, were piled in a heap?

(d) Is it a fact that the Superintendent, Archaelogical
Survey, Madras, and the Curator, MadrasRecord Office, proceeded

~to Tanjore and inspectsd the Agency room for the final disposal

of the manuscripts? If so, will the Hon'ble Minister kindly
enlighten the house with their reports®

(e) Does the Curator, Madras Record Office, possess the
knowledge of deciphering the manuscripts recorded in various
languages and especially in Modi and Persian® If so, has he
prepared a catalogue for the heap of records? ‘

(f) On what grounds did the Collector of Tanjore and
the Curator , Record Office, Madras, seek the orders of the

Govermment for burning the heap of manuscripts which they con-
sidered useless?

(g) Is it a fact that the records were burnt in the

Palace grounds on two occasions, one nearly a year and half ago
and the other, five months ago®

(h) Is the Hon'ble Minister aware that Modi

- -knowing staff
is working in the Government Oriental Manuscripts

Library®?

(i) 1s it a fact that the Services of an outsider from
Bombay was requisitioned to catalogue those records?

(j) Is it not better to utilise the services of the Modi
and Persian knowing staff of the Govt. Oriental Manuseripts
Library Madras, to catalogue and translate the records of the

Agency Record room before they become further damaged by Weather
and worms, .

(k) Will the Hon'ble Minister make enquiries about the

negligence in allowing a certain number of vealuable and historie”;
records to decay?®

(1) Is it a fact that the Director of Public Instruction,
Madras, has applied to the Government to transfer those Tanjore
records to the Govermment Oriental Manuscriptes Library,Madras,

where other rare and valuable manuseripts are preserved under
expert supervision?

sheit (%% Are therg any administrative difficulties in trams-
gFEAD ose reecords to the Govt.Manuseripts Library,Madras; or
wgthi Mahal Library,Tanjore if 80, what are they?

» Qi\ betasaiadi. P

20 W-%)

PT.0

4




o y nRagr a2t Rias rFon IO
. n—[- A 1—:»-;;,1 Y TT,' Py & 4
~+ B af a0 ESBapBY woT Tathighl¥ e Forsir SHF L EW 3 :
0 28 S - v ‘,;-*.._vz' Fa v,;;\; L by T B e T BAE e e Teb S f B - S
on Lot 950l To the Speaker, ‘Iegislative Assembly. =~ ..

motesT 30 ot oo oot Thcy aros by TR eNIOEE AR sl o
e Trion Prehakl pé prepared to'anawer ‘the question

’ et L =TT ~ o g < $ors - 3. . Y ~ e i venT2rn L‘A‘f",\' R O
= 5 M S2hOIH anid 10 B0 J Nﬁorforﬁ fmo'ﬁlijh \.“ s 7 L0 g

Shoaditossh

s ‘g"’fd'- TSR R T A AT

/! ~\

- s £l o 4 ol - { k.

-aunem bonistnoo moos Beoood 2Ead 3BAF 98I 8 2 d
too

£
o tmsT bos natersd (ubIU of OBLS

rscoTa Yo dnew TOT _sbrooet aid Fadd Faatas & peaDRil o)
] egeed 8 of belig 919W canifbnud 201 f#dolo

P - X O R = r o)

[8oinolosrioTh Joobosdnitegud orid HEdd do8T s J1 2l ) »

r § T : r - g 5 = - ver BT T -~ Fer
bebaoootad 195130 broosfizsIhEN ¢ TOFSTHD sy bpos .e8TbsH SV IM
Ry nf R omE = . ; = f . st SrBer DB BIOLNBT -
.t-"‘?O’T?:?i"b (8T 8 F o1 monT VOnes ard ketosgeni bop 9T0(MBYT OU

efd ILiw .08 11 rfalglivoacrom et %o
wFiw savod ond nedrntlinme

wIbref aerslniM sid’noll vy
: cedxogox. xiodd

. Y =, (Ve

o} @mosBOg (90i1T10 Droosd aerhall ofeaud saifd geol (8)

a0 ETSY i bsbIoosy atqirospnen ol nqxtqdﬁ;wan To ombelwors
a3 beee thol ni yll2iosgae NS S97SUIMSL

%0 qead odf 10T SWHOLSISO B bersgstq

’

r

s aar

tod 0ollo0 odf bib abmyoxn JIsdwy O (1)
+ slooa. ,aBtbsM ,99i%1%0 broossl’ . Tod8TLD SnF
adgiyoaunex Yo gaed o’ mpigxud TOT JASENTISVOD
7 cagcsiseny bsasbis

=

ofd i datud sxow aDI0I9T orft 1s0d dos8Yt 8 i 21 (B)
ous Tled bas 188V & viy@an 800 ,anciasooo owt ro shnwoTn eo8lsq
A - - i o ~andh 7 . . r . <
cons affmom avil .TO4JO st bas

5 X

St T -8 > pop = P .7 4 b = P
1 ¥sda anivond-Looll $acd oTewE ToJarniM 9

i (3 al ()
eyxatdil atgitoauned- [edme 10 JFoesnt i

oidTow al
mo1T debiaivo A8 19 asscivios afdd I=dd Fas% &8 01 8 {
» ezhronor oepofd simolsiso of berio i iatypet &

—

choM ert %o seolvise 8l oai[idn of astyed dorm #i ol ()
T ararmoeunsy [sinstT0 .$vod ofd %6 Tistez antwors! csiaxsd bns
o abtonat orfd stalanstd bye opnolstss of ,sexdbsM visrtdid
(8]

I o~
s o4
v vd benamsh Tod¥1ul smosad vodt stoted mooT LI

duods

3 sotqiypns ensw Tsfainlll old "ol sdd LLRVW ()
=
aifd bns

. b
£ i
o [dsu[ev Fo Todmum nisfTIed 8 aptwolls ni sonepiliygern
eyeoek o0t 8brooeT

90 woiostild et Fedd $o8% 8 3% 8l (L)
otid o3 beilqcs asd astbel
atmtionunsl [s8igelr0 $aoRmMISVOD i At E B ar
a[dayfev bns 95181 qarfto ersiy

enofalvieges Frsgxse

 portosxdanl oildud 4
" orotneT sesodd Tolamsxd ‘ol IromnIoV oY
sy hSY ¢ 1 51d i .
~abpy bovisasig 918 ato XD 250 B

P -~ G o R

et p soidfvsitTib ovitertaintebs vas oxeds T4 \M)
- 2ANBTT 1] o4 i Pl e e, 2ved aNt of abron9T a8 N3 'qﬂ_i"szm
‘o es1bAM,vTETd il giaitoeunBlf.IVow 0. . [ arfsN fdsSwESIsS

o P
L 58 ave i 8Tl _'1;:3'Id I A
eyvarfd 918 tgdw (08 TL 916 e

e N

° i 7 .
CRETARIAT OF THE MADRAS LEGISLETUB;?(,—

Je()a N0 4 TBBO/ 4 Te L oMo Tuo

with refercnee to your letior dated 3rd November 1947

‘ ' /%o the Hon. the Ministor for Rducation cnelosing & Short Netice

Pl S

et

/!

qucotion te be answercd in the Asgembly, I am te draw your
attention te rulc 21(1) of the M.L.A. rules under which every
noticc, including notices of question, should bec addresscd te
the Scerctary o the Assombly. I am thereferc te suggest that
proper notice may be given in respeet of this questien te cnable
thig Office to take further action en the qucstion.

b il Yours faithfully,

s - et s ) -
- Assistant Seeretaly,
To MADRAS LEGISLATURE.
ari A. Vedaratnam Pillai, M.L.A.
Copy t0:=- :
Public (Pelitical) Dopi.

with reference to their u.o,
No.4475/47-1 dated 4-11-1947,

GS/5-11/

4

5th Nevember 1947,
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W No, 2314-D-VII/47-1, : Madras Recond Office, 2

» Chittoor, Oth Nogpmber 1947. |

From _ l

_ Rao Bahadur Dr, B.S.Baliga, Ph.D,(Lond.), |

; Curator, Madras Record Office,, CHI T T OO R. i

% To |

P : ‘ The Chief Secretary to Government, \

. : i ' e Lt ST T E E | Public (Politlcal) Department, 2
, i | ' Fort St. George, M A D R A S,

e e ne L LGt/ @2 P W R

Lae i A T i W

- Sub:- Records, Government - Records relating to the old

{ Tanjore Raj housed in. the Tanjore Palace - Madras
Legislative Assembly Short notice question by Srid
A. Vedaratnam Pillai, M.L.A, '

‘&qu&:;§§53§£$#4f. Ref:- Government Memorandum No, 4461/47-1 dated 6th.
e b 2\ &r”  November 1947. _

g
I
|
|
i
|
é
|

I have the honour to furnish below the information relating
to the questions with which I am concerned. I may point out in this
connection that these records, being Agency records, were the res-
ponsibility of the Crown Representative and are perhaps now the res=
ponsibility ‘of the Government of India, I have mentioned this fact
in my remarks against question (lic)es )

Question 1 (d).

e . In accordance with G.O0, No, 145, Public (Political), dated
hk*~’3 | 20th January 1947 I proceeded to Tanjore on 13th February 1947 and
@Q) inspected the Agency records and submitted a report suggesting what
, S5l - ghould be done to preserve them properly and to sort them and list

} them in order to find out which of them are of historical or adminis-
% trative value and should, therefore, be retained and which of then
are valueless and can, therefore’, be destroyed. I invite attention |

¢”ﬂ§¥¢-x ( to my letter to Chief Secretary No. 1257-D-VII/46-17 dated 5th March

T T —

SO 1847 ;

8E.% "1 e NTRY) : ; . : L]
( e 'Y\ guegtion 1 (e) . , ' ; ¢ ' F;;
?\\\ I do not possess a knowledge of Modi and Persian and that 1is 3

\ why I have suggested that co ent persons who know Modli may be engagg |

Ay gort and list the records /in English (Please see my letter to the 3§
S ‘2sgsretary No. 1257-D-YII/46-17 dated 5th March 1947). I have not pre-|

pared any catalogue for the records, but I have examined the lists in %
| English of tHe records prepared by a Modl-knowing attender emploved '
a by the Collector of Tanjore for some time and pointed out such of the

records as have any historical value.

™
Question 1 G

{ ] I did not seek the orders of the Government for burning any or
¥ | these records, but when, on my inspection of the, record room, I found 4
\), | that there was a large crate full of pleces of paper, which had once
v, ' formed part of the records but which 1t is now impossible to plece
! | together, and that the pleces of paper had been extensively attacked
. and damaged by insects, I recommended that these pieces of paper migh )
be destroyed as useless. I pointed out that their retention in the |
_record room would be dangerous to the preservation of the other reco, .|
Y ag the insects contained in them were likely to spread to the other o
records (Please see paragraph 2 of my letter to the Chief Secretary

45 —  No, 1257-D-VII/46-17 dated 5th March 1947), The Govermnment have noy |
yet passed orders on this suggestion, ﬂ
Question 1 (1), -~ N

Proposals have been made %0 get comﬁietent Modi-knowing men .
from the Bombay Province to catalogue these records, but $111 now <%
nobody has actually been brought from the Bombay Province to do thig

i m
work, The reason why it was proposed to get men from the Bombay

provinee |




do.

p:"gvince was that no compelent Modi-knowing men belonging to this
province came forward to underteke the Work,.ianite of. ‘advertise-
mente made by the Collector. :

guestion 1 (1).

&
4 Tf there are competent Modi-knowing persons (the bulk of the -
records are in Modi) in the Government Oriental Manuscripts Library
there can be no objection to utilising thelr services to sort and
catalogue these records. But in that case some arrangement will
have to be made for ef fectually supervising their work and, so far
as I know, there ig no one to do this supervision properly. :

L 9

guestion 1 ()i

It is not true to say that these records have been neglécted 1
In fact the question of examining them and dealing with them proper— |
1y has been under the consideration of the Collector of Tanjore, the |
Board of Revenue and nyself for more than 6 years. The great diffi- |
eulty in dealing with them has been the dearth of competent Modi- | |
rnowing persons. In splte of this d@ifficulty a certain amount of ,

 gorging and,l has been done. A peon has also been employed to |
S S8R5 e, B i

-4

|0
%h%*have been issued for thelr proper preservation. |
LIt must be stated in this connection that these records, being Agecny ‘

were formerly under the control of the Crown Representative ' Y

records,
and are perheps now under the control of the Government of India. %
It would, therefore, appear that without the knowledge and consent

;! of the Government of India nothing can be done to these records,

| guestion i (m).

o I¢ is avfundamental principle of archive administration that
ublic documents should at any time go out of official custody, '
In fact the peculiar value of public records and thelr authenticity A
depend upon their remaining in unbroken official custody., The

! records 1in question are publig records,being the records which were

08 brought into existence by the rulers of Tanjore in the course of ,

‘ thelir day to day administration. They are likely to contain, for'

instance, information relating to matters like the ownership of

villagess 1ande, inams, etc. and, therefore, if they are placed in

a public 1ibrary litigious persons can consult them and reke up old

8 ciaims and thus embarass the Government, ' It is for these reasons

| | tha:, when the Curator of the Oriental’Manuscripte Library suggested

I that they might be transferred to hig library and the Collector. of

Tan jore suggested that they might be transferred to the Saraswathi

Manhal Library, I stated that they should not be so trangferred.

guestion 1 (n).

T A great deal has already been done by the Madras Record Office
/ tor ascertaining the nature and contents of the records in the local
/ languages kept in the Collector's Offices and for preserving such of
i/l them as are of historical or administrative interest. Lists of these
records have been prepared in English and sent to the Madras Record

| Office for suggesting which of them are worthy of refention and which
\ of them can be safely destroyed. Instructions have from time to time
! been 1ssued for the proper preservation of thege records and an
W attender from esch Collectorate has been tralned in mending work in |
\thig office so that he can attend to all the ordinary repalrs of g
Athese as well as other old records in the Collectorate. Besides this, |
‘Special repairs to the Collectorate records are also undertaken by \
Whis office when necessary. I have lately sugeeshed, as a postzwar

| 8cheme, the centraligation of all the old records in the Collectorates
{8 well as other public offices: in the mofuseil in a few Record Offices
atﬂ be orgsnised under the close supervigion Of the Madras Record Office,
7l invite attentiom to my letter to the Secretary to Govermment, Educa-

#Wion and Public Health Department, No,&163~D-YI1/46-5 dated 13th June

Wan,
o
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e
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1
1

T have the honour to be,

; Sip,
Your most obed]

_______
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7 From \ To The Chief Secretary to Government,
\ —~ H.C.M.McLaughlin Egq., ., APublic (Political) Department,
| ' L\ pe~—Tan jore. . Fort,St. George, Madras.

\No.6712-45-G.6, dated 14-11-47. !

I
|

I

suof,e‘\ cords - Goverhment reoords'r'elating to the Old

' wi;~-ouseﬁ% in the Tanjore Palace - Madras Legiglative

=~ Short notice question by Sri_A.KVedaratnam Pillai,M.L.A._i
O\ G

- em @ - )

|
1

) ) sy % : ," Ref ¢ - Governmeht Memo randum N0:4461747-1, Public (Political) |
%

|
28n jo |
Ag Bemby
Reply submitted.

Department, dated 6-11-47, «,,T_._——~——:*"” |

e ———— |
ez s— |
-

i

R The question of preservation or disposgal of the Agency
o . ) records 1lg already under the conslderation of the Government and
¥ : »( it has been the subject mgtter of a wrrespondence between' the
' 3 b T T 4 { Collector, the Curator, the Board of Revenue and the Govemment of
g : , { Madras for the past 2 1/2 years, i.e. from April 1945, and no
; . : ; : it decision has yet been taken in the matter. The matter was last
. § 1 referred to the Curator by the Board of Revenue on 2--7--47, sug-
gesting that a couple of men from Poona might be employed for
three months or even one month to sample some quantities of these
') records at random under the supervigion of the Curator. The need
E

to arrange for men from Poona arose as there was mm only one appli- |

cant, viz. Parameswar Butt of Madras (who claimed to know Modi)

as a_result of an adverticement published by the gmXkx Collector

under the orders of the Board of Revenue, in two successive issues
. of the three importsnt dailies, viz., 'THE HINIU', (10--1--46 and

: \ 11--1--46), 'THE MAIL', (8--1--46 and 9--1--46), and the 'SWADESA-
L ek B 1& .  MITRAN', (10--1--46 and 11--1--46) at a total cost of Rs.156--8--0,
g J , The applicant did not appear for an interview by the Collector in
| 4 spite of a notice, or before the Board of Revenue. The numbers
gnd dates of the lmportant correspondence relating to the question |
of preservation or disposal of these records that has k taken

place for the 2 1/2 years which must be referred to in thie connec- |
tion are given below:-- f

/.1, Board's Reference No.P.963/45-2 dated 14--6--45,
2. Board's Reference No.P.963/45-3 dated 3--7--45,
3. Collector's R.C,6712-45-G.6 dated 29--7--45,
4, Board's Reference No.P.963/45-4 dated 11--8--45,
\‘< b A s “ 5. G'QO'NOOMS;]-BSS’ Revenue, dated 9--10-"45.
LTy ‘. /6., Board's Reference No.P.963/45-8 dated 16-11-45,
.. 1 7., Board's Reference No.P.963/45-9 dated 5--12--45,
8. Board's Reference No.P,.963/45-11 dated 27--3--486,
ey -~ 9. Collector's R.C,No.6712-45-G.6 dated 10--6--46 (to the
CPAVUEE G Board of Revenue and copy toithe Curator).
b wec w ) 10. Board's Reference No.P.963/45-12, dated 19--7--46,
Vet (W) 777 Board's Reference No.P.963/45-13 dated 17--8--46,
12, Curator's letter No.l1257/D.VII-46/10 dated 10--9--46.
\ 13. Letter of the Government of Madras, No.3198/46-2

b L C¢f o ro o dmke Public (Political) Department dated 5-10-46 to the
(Y : R Secretary to Hie Excellency, the Crown Representative,
y V' faile  New Delhi,

a ~ ) 14, G.0.No.145, Ms, Public (Political) dated 20--1--47.
vere (18, Collector's R.C.No.6712-45-G.6 dated 8--2--47.
, 16. Board's Reference No.P.458/47-1 dated 10--2--47.
{ v\ "17. Covernment Endorsement No.1016/47-1, Public (Political)
1l Department dated 18--3--47 on the Cursator'e letter No.
Coe e 1087-DuVITII/Z 48217 dated 5--3--47,
v el e t18,. Ccollector's R.C.6712-45-G.6 dated 13--5--47,
X 19, Board's Reference NWo.P.1015/47-3 dated 2--7--47,
Lo ek 20, Collector's R.C.No.B712-45-G.6 dated 7--7--47,
e 2l. Collector's R.C.No.8712-45-G,8 dated 15--7--47,
pAeciTe L MRR, Collector's R.C.No.6712-45-G,6 dated 16--7--47,
b st b (23, BakXemkoxr Board's Reference No.P,1015/47-68 dated 20-8-47,
Lovvp vR4, Collector's R.C.N0,B712-45-G.6 dated 97--8--47,

2+ The replies to the several chavees of the question
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‘ 4 ielative:
to be asked at the next meeting of the Leg
iﬁiﬁ;ﬁf; a;e given belov seriatim so tar ag the records: in

my Office bear out.

e is no definite record of information regarding
the tot;i)nEEEZr of bundles and volumes that were 1in 1938, nor
ig there any information to show that the history and the adminis-
tpration of the Naicke and the Mahrat;as of Tanjore were described
in them. As to what these records contaln is'to be decided on a
scrutiny of these records. The sub ject matter ig already under
the consideration of the Government.  The records as taken over
from the Tanjore Raj are atill kept intack pending a. Qecision by

covernment.

' : ' ds
1t would appear from the examination of the recor
de by(E%e curator Iin February 1947, and hie report to Govern-
e t that there are'manuscripts in Modi and Tamil. Whether
2§2re syre manuscripts in Persian and Urdu 1s not known, because

there 1s none to decipher the languages.

(¢) No records Were piled in a hegp for want of properiyl

bundling.

cloth £o¥ bundLAnE  hieh were orumbling and falling off inge

B os have been earefully bundled in pleces of cloth.
?iize loose pieces Of paper which the Curator has recommended |

to Covernment for destruction. Orders of the Government are | |

(ad) The SUperintendent, Archaeologlical Survey, Madras, .\

19--8--46. There ig no information to
her he inegpected them with a view to take a decis;pna‘Al
thehgznal di spesal of the Msnusgcripts. The Curator :

on cted the room With reference to the instructions in &.0O.

On the other hand, pleces of paper and’ -l )

' No.MB.145, Public (Political) dated 20--1--47 and sent his i

.ort to covernment 1n his N0.1257/D.VII-46/17-dated BeoZaian y,‘~=,:"‘

fi@alt with in Government Memorandum No,1016/47-1 q§ted
1g--3-=47)% i | L

(e) To be answered by the Curator.
88 .
(f) No records were congidered/uselees & by the COllec—]
tor and no. orders were sought £ for burning any of the records.
b0 sggestion wae made to the Govemment that the loose bits
of paper goiled and affected by fungus might be caused to be |
exgmined by the curator and certified 1f they were to-be des- |
troyed. The Curator has in paragraph 2 and 9 of his report
dated 5--3--47 recommended the destruction of these bite of
paper. No orders have been received on the Curator's report

[y
{ Y
{

)
vl

at any time. On the other hand, they are belng very care-
fully 1o0ked after with the ald of-a-peon specially employ ed.
t emporarily for the purpose under the ordersg of the Govemn-
ment as will be seen from the long correspondence referred to
at the outset. The windowg and almyrahs of the Record Room
are. kept open during day time, 80 a8 to allow free dry air
to pass through, and thereby to keep the room free from damp-
l nesa, the records 209 dusted by the special peon and eacy |.
almyrah 1is eXaminedJcarefully 80 asftoiguard against damgge
by white ents and the room is algo: fumigated at frequent -
$ tosvele. || The WTK of the peen 1lg EUP?PViSGd by the Addi-’
tional Huzur Head clerk of the coilechor 8 Office and the
Personal Assistant and the 001lecto€h ag aleo ingpected the
room snd satiefied themgelves tha ‘e undles and records:
are intact.

(g) The allegation is false. No records Were bumt, \\{

(h) th for gollectors

‘, (1) and (3) Reference is eollcit,eddto Govemment Mefno.
NO. 24467, ' gpaucation dated £.-.8--46 suggesting to the Curater

-
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. Oriental Manuschripts Library, Madras,

i , ’0

that the authorities in Bombay might be contacted Lo procure men
knowing Modi and Marathi.

(k) As stated above, every endeavour has been and continues
to be made to preserve the Records as best as possible so as to
facilitate their examination feasible. The insinuation of negli-
gence lg unwarranted. The correspondence for the past 2 1/2 years
will show the earmest endeavours of the follector and the autho-
rities concerned to expedite a final decision about the retention
or otherwWwise of these records, and to preserve them till then.

(1) The Director of Public Instruction applied to me in
his R.C.No.945/47LG dated 31--5--47 to transfer such of the
records as were of historical and literary value to the Government

The request was recommended
by me tc the Government for conseideration in my R.C.No.6712-45-G.6

dated 20--6--47 along With the question of transfer of the records

to the Tanjore Mahratta Sri SarasWwathi Mahal Library.

(m) I have strongly EE® recommended the transfer of the
records to the Tanjore Mshratta Srli Saraswathl Mahal Library
in my R.C.No.6712-45-G,6 dated 18--5--47 (Para.4). But the Curator
seems to have different views. Please see his letter No.2557/D.
VII-46/19 dated 10--6--47 to the Board of Revenue, Madras.

(n) Not for Collector.

General Remarks - It ®Beems there ls some misapprehension
among some persong that attempts are being made to destroy or burn
the secords. Fven so early as May 1946 (about 1 1/2 years back)
the Wxecutive Officer of the Sikkil Devarsthanam, Negepatem Teluk,
wrote to the Government about this, and a detailed report was
submitted to the Board of Revenue in Collector's R.C.No,6712-45-G.6
dated 10--6--46 that the question of indexing and sorting records
was under consideration, In reply to a D.0O. dated 0f--0--47 .
from the Principal Private Secretary to the Hon'ble the Premier
that the Hon'ble Premier was informed that I had issued orders
for the destruction of these records, I replied that no such ordera
had been igsued by me, and that, on the other hand, they vwere
carefully looked after. I once againEk suggest to the Govermmentg
that the entire records, (Bundles, Volumes and Cadjan leaves) may
be made over to the Tanjore Mahratta Sri Saraswathi Mahal. Library,
or to the Government Oriental Manuscripts Library, Madras, so that
they may be preserved, and utilised to the extent possible, s&d
ihahxgpxxtg&~gxknuzk:-q&-kgxmxaxt:t—amrtut::a:tx& neRaxxs kx R&kse
iR R R KRt XXX XK Sk-xirexik.
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number, date and
short title.®

In reply, pieass quote Received Registered

EDUCATT O NEPARTMENT.

From (Name) DR. S.R.U. SAVOOR, M.A., DeSC., I«E.Se,

(Designation) pDIRECTOR OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION,
IPoSTHBox R e (STATION)-M=A"-RVRTAT S

9

T'elegraphic Address

To

The SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT,
PUBLIC (POLITICAL) DEPARTMENT, MADRAS.

RC. No._2455-G/A7 , dated_20th November 19 a7.

Sir,

EXOLOSURES

z )

SpaBE CoPiES

* SUB: RECORDS, Government - Records relating to the

0ld Tanjore k®m Raj housed in the Tanjore Palace
Madras Leglslative Assembly ghort Notice ques~
tion by Sri A.vedaratnam Pillai M.1L,A-,

I ol ‘REF: Government Memo.No.4461/A7-1 dated 6..11..1947.

@ @@ea@a@
I have the honour to furnish herewith the infor-

mation called for in the above Government lMemorandum re—
lating to clauses (h), (J) (1) and (m) with which the

Director is concerned:

dause (h): One pandit knowing Modi and Mahrathi is work-

ing in the Government Oriental Manusceripts Library, Madrag,

. He is now cataloguing Mahrathi Manuseripts (Modi seript)

. of the Library.

7 -

S s QAN O

~ vr 5 -G
U2

(j): One member knowing Modi and three memebers in-
cluding the curator knowing Pergian are on the staff of

the govemument Oriental Manuscripts Library, Madras. The

gervices of this staff can be utillsed for cataloguing ang /

translating the Modil and Persian records of the Agency
Record Room if so required.

(1): 1In this office letter RE.NO.945-G/A7 dated
, 31-5-A7 I requested the Collector, Tanjore that such
of the records of the collections in the Agency Record

Room as were of Historital and Literary value might be

transfierred to the Government Oriental Manuseripts Library,

l Madras, in view of the existence of a Special gtaff there_

i in to deal with such manuseripts. The collector in his
"<

endorsement R.CoN0.6712-45-G6 dated 13-8-1947, has replleq

P.T.0.

i
rv
|
|
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 £%;- | L2 ¢ [}
replied that the Government have been addressed in the.matter

and tnat their reply is awaited. ¥
(m): ] The pirector has no idea whether there may be any -
administrative difficulties in transferring the records from

the Agency Record Room. There will not hfwever be ady adminis-

trative difficultires for the Government Oriental Manuseripts

Library to receive tnese.records and preserve thedx pfbperly.

I may add that these records belong to Governﬁent 4
and it is meet and proper that they are transferred to the
Government'Oriental Manusecripts Library“which has got suitable
anG adequate staff to deal with such manuscripté and not to

the Tanjore Library whiéh has yet to make sufficient arrange-

ments even to take care of the. existing Manuscripts therein.

/L,/qyab/4<,4h4»«_da»~nﬂ« ?9/

for DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION.

Ram.21/11.
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| SECRETARIAT OF THE MADRAS LEGISLATURE.
ASSEMBLY SECTION.
27=11=1047 .
SuoRE—soTEsn SIARRED,
SKT A, VEDARAUNAM PILLAT, M.L.As
EDUCArIom AND PUBLIC HEALYTH DEPARTMENT.
*Qe No.1205,
w:.ll the Hon. the Minister for Education
be pleased to state:= |
(a) whether he is awarc that in 1938,
the Tanjore Palace Agency record room,
under thc eustody of the Collcctor of

'.l‘angorc, contalned actually 2,452 bundles and

~ nearly 800 bongd volumcs 1n which the history

and the adlninlatratlon of the Naicks and  the
Marathas of J-anJore WCrec descrlbcd,

(b) whether 11; 1s a fact that this

'recerd room contamcd manuscripts not only

in mgdl, but alse in Urdu, Persian and -

W, 4 LG G a
J] #

WAl S

(c) whet.hcr it is a fact tha,t the rccords,

 for want. of propcr col't.h fér bundllng, were

oo B l

plled 1n a he.ap

(d) whc’aher ﬁ; =% is a fact that the
Superimt":dent, Archacloglcal 3u*rvcy, Madras,
and the Curator, Madras Kecord fome», ‘pro-

tha manuseeipts reeerdei in various languages

and espeeially in Modi ana ‘Persian; if 80,
whether he has prepm' a catalogue for the

hcap of recordss

(f) on what grounds the bollcctor of
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‘ Tanjore and the Curator, Reccord Office, / s
Rl SR
2 Madras, sought the orders of the Govern=
1 T T 1 ’s A et
slta ° @ i lebi v 5 A
: _ v ment for burning the heap of manuscripts
I RGR N ‘ which they considered uscless;
¢ _: — ¥ Q )
(g) whether it is a faect that the rccords
| el (i Tog S D o ~ i ) o Il b 4
100 3D BER E L SR S8 BTN SR v JIHE - & .
were burnt in the Palace grounds on two
-2 )j' 3= RS R ISt - \
} occasions, onw ncarly a year and half
s T u i = 3 2 |4 g (“
B S T ] JOLLS - = % | .
e % ; ago and the other, five months agoj
oAb sa S v aagEs 9oaLaT DAOLIGE D 5 : A ,
;. ' s s | I (h) whether the Hon'ble Minister is
¥oirolholliol ahd &' v hodede T adt b A :
‘ ' Ve ! awarc that Modi=-knowing staf?hs working
et Rt B SRt S G R LANE0n Bk AIEU0 ¢ 2T LIS : : : !
in the Wovernment Oriental Manuscripts \
VAR Pt s s Driw ol gomul Gyt hauod JUUB I NLL30 I .
‘ e - vedly Library;

S hds oas Fall o diT o po tipa ik p Sty Lo PRI N | v ;
L ' ; : | (i) whether it is a fact that the

- v -~ 1 e Fr N
- e - o e L d o i B Y % 5 o) s
DG LED Gae B RO RS AN e Lo

services of an outsider from Bombay was

P g

. v N \ N | requisitioned to eatalogue those reccords;
Eivte ol AraResaunns Mok U0, MI0d D1029% b T Ny s
E E o PO s (J) whether it is proposed to utilise

R D o il io0 (v 4 ke P cEDOMNOE AT ; ; :
i : 2wl s ¥ | the scrvices of the Modi and Perslan

| 1 knowing staff of the Government Oriental
SRS R R L B CERRRE R h el s . : .
AN S Ll w . S 1A i | Wanuseripts Library, Madras, to cataloguc
e TR T | oo IR Py OO e Vs RN : ‘ _
T o e aT R R S e |  and translate the records of the Agency
;q,-;smi 73 ;:Ls:‘ | _ :
; Record Room before they become further

| | il damaged by weather and wormsj;
sarhrid e vE vEis FRago i SHoTh B FEEs s ta e el o 61 4 ‘ ; \ v .
e , - U g i . (k) will the Hon'ble Hinister make
w &AL A IRTD DTO0R (oY@ tevat BPRA D e S8, 5 Jy Y DT R nS tre Ol ik | ‘
4.8 , A . .
| ' ' ‘ ‘ ' cnquirics about the negligenece 1n allow=
& g ¥ 1§ L ol 0 o :

¥haonad ooy Brkobdant DARN S TO LIUGA. SaH ahfacivng. | . ‘,

ing a.certain number of valuable and

¢ =g o = " % - By -4 S gall Wy
sl onseTo  fhaodsio g A jioheapilh 5o

historic rccords to deaay;
(1) whether it is a fact that the
83 doqo, LA NEYW Seutni O na e oo ARG SR | Sirector of Public Instruction, Madras,
Telab deden B R P , E' has applied to the Government to transfer

¥oix i & thoge *tanjorc Records to the Government

vt

Yo SeT RS os £ A 9 vs sy il Ensaosnny S3QEIO I JELE ; uﬂi Oriental Manuscripts Library, Madras, where
R 7-¢W,fx,ykg;;u jiﬁurwtﬁrr | other rare and valuable manuscripts are
o e T TR v B LR e : preserved under expert supervision; and
‘ 4 :;‘lq-%=§d'; ,  ’2 (m) whether there are any administrative 3

PRI (ot e ok stk g R e e difficulties in traneferring those rccords

e -(’ “‘AE\‘-.
‘1.\'\: Lilks
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*QUESTION NO. 1205 _
Sri A. Vedaratnam Pillai, M.L.A.

-———— ———

(> Will the Hon'ble Minister for
Education be pleased to statef|(2) Whether
he is aware that in 1938, the Tanjore
Palace Agency Record Room, under the
custody of the Collector of Tanjore,
contained actually 2,452 bundles and
nearly 800 bound volumes in which the
history and the administration of
the Naicks and the Marathas of Tanjore
were described;

(b) Whether it is a fact that this
Record Room contained manuscripts not
only in Modi, but also in Urjdu, Per-
giaf and Tamil ;

(c) Whether it is a fact that the
records , for want of proper cloth for
bundling, were piled in a heap;

>

(d) Whether it is a fact that the
Superintendent Archaeclogical Survey,
Madras and the Curator, Madras Record
O0ffice proceeded to Tanjore and inspec-
ted the Agency Room for the final
disposal of the manuscripts, &f so, will

the Hon'ble Minister kindly enlighten
the House with their repor{s; ¢

< u el ‘3\‘, (s

, s : P " ; , h ()
*;g%;%“v// Vi AEAPC LN A R NS
e gl ol s :

(2)

(p)

(c)

There is no definite record of
information regarding the total
number of bundles and volumes
that the Record Room in 1938
nor is there any information to’
show that the history and the
administration, of the Naicks
and the Mahra s of Tanjore
were described in them. What
the§e records contain has to be
decided on a scrutiny of them.

v N2 b
Now ¥

There are manuscripts in Modi

and Tamil. But it is not known

whether there are manuscripts

in Urjdu and Persian.

No records were piled in a heap
for want of proper cloth for
bundling. On the other hand

‘9}“ﬂwuﬁ(( even pieces of paper which were

crumbling and falling off into

pieces and which it is now
impossible to plece together ang

restore to their proper places

have been bundled up in pieces
of cloth.

LY
(d) The Superintendent, Archaeologi .
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&
y&

i LS LF
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cal Survey and the Curatory”
M.R.0. inspected these records,
The Curator, and Expert on the
I.H.R. Commission was auth3¥1sed
by this Government to assess t
historical value of these §e°°bd
The reports of the Superin enden%
Archaelogical Survey and of the >
Curator, M.R.0. are mainly in

the way of suggestions to improw,
the state of preservation of the
records and the method of Working
upon them with a view to assessi
ing their historical value, -

and they do not relate to the
contents of the records in
question.
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(e) Whether the Curator, M.R.O.
possesses the knowledge of deciphering
the manuscripts recorded in the various
languages =nd especially in Modi and
Persian, if so, whether4ha pre-
pared a catalogue for the heap of
recordss;

(f) on what grounds the Collector
of Tanjore and the Curator, Record
office, Madras, sought the orders of
the Government for burning the heap o f

manuscripts which they considered useless;

(g) Whether it is a fact that the
records were burnt in the Palace
grounds on two occasions, one hearly
a year and half-agorand the other,
five months q:}o;

(n) Whether the Hon'ble Minister
is aware that Modi-knowing staff 1s
working in the Government Oriental
Manuscripts Library;

(i) Whether it is a fact that
the services of an outsider from
Bombay was requisioned to catalogue

those records;

i

Lot £
err \S €A

/

(e)

(£)

(g)

(b)

(1)

The Curator, M.R.0 does not 1
know the Modi and Persian langu-|
ages. The question in the ‘
latter part of this clause does
not arise.

Ni¢ ikl .
There is no proposal to burn
any of the records as such,
though it may perhaps be necessa-
ry to destroy the broken pieces
of paper referred to in clause
(c) sbove.

Yes. ?\ 1. T

No records were burnt at any l
time. -

450 ' It ¢ £ ;
|
|
|

The question of preservation or |
disposal of the Agency records i#
already under the consideration |
of the Government, and it has I
been the subject matter of

corréspondence between the

Collector, the Curator. the Board |

of Revenue and the Government ofﬁ

Madras from April 1945 and no
decision has yet been taken in
the matter.
referred to the Curator by the
Board of Revenue on 2-7-47, &«
suggesting that a couple of men |
from Poona might be employed forl
three months or even one month t
sample some quantities of these |
records at random under the
supervision of the Curator,
need to arrange for men from
poona arose as there was only
one applicant, Viz. Parameswar
Butt of Madras (who claimed to
know Modi) as a result of an 7
advertisement publisked by the
Collector under the orders of
the Board of Revenue. The
gpplicant did not appear for an
iﬁterview by the Collector in =#’

o

The

spite of a notice, or before
Board of Revenue.

. Tate The records ‘
{Room before they become further damaged by

The matter was last)

< (3) Whether it is proposed to utilise
the services of the Modi and Persian knowing
staff of the Government Oriental Manuscripts
Libra ry, Madras to catalogue and tmans-

of the Agency Record

weather and wmrms ; (3
(k) Will the Hon'ble Minister make
_enquiries about the negligence in allowing
%4 certain number of valuzble and historic
records to decays; (k)

(1) Whether it is a fact that the D.P.I.
Madras has applied to the Government to
trasfer those Tanjore records to the Government
Oriental Manuscripts Library, Madras, where
other rare and valusble manuscripts are preserved
under ex pert supervision; (1)

(n) Whether there are any administrative
difficulties in tramsferring those records
to the Government Manuscripts Library,
Ma_dras or Saras-wathi Mahal Library,

{Tanjore; if so, what are they, an—d (m)

(n) Will the Hon 'ble Minister
make enquiries and let the House know
about the existence of historic records in
local languages in Collector's offices such
as Trichy, Madura, Ramnad, Tinnevelly
Salem, Coimbatore and Kurnool ?

To

¢ Ly e w (S CSpile )'/ 1
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(n)

\

c\y."\

\\

One member knowing Modi andg
three members including t he/g
Curator knowing Persian are
on the staff of the Governmen:
Oriental Manuscripts Library,
Madras. The matter of
utilising their services in
tgis regard will be consider-
Qe

; A
Every endeavour has been ang
continues to be madejpreserve
the records. The question
does not therefore arise.

Yes.

The question has to be
examined.

An enquiry has been made ang
it has been ascertzined thst
a great deal has been already
done by the Curator, M.R.O.
for ascertaining the nature
and contents of the records i
in the local languages kept
in the Collectors! Offices
and for preserving such of
them as are of historical

and administrative value.









- Please see herewith a notice of the L.A. Nuestion to e omerad

-at short notice. TIn view of the answer that was given to a previous
. | question that no such action was contemplated, this is surprising.

; The Membér tells me that he gives this notice of quésﬁioﬁ to answer

ol

that information. e must answer it on the ;’st,h,( Information may be

‘collected immediately.
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| tnat we will answer the question first on the next Assembly / 0 {

daye

M e 7 | | | i

SN L Lo tctal \LORN o lo: WGT), e YK
‘ ™ D
b { Yaovt”r 9, 3 LD O Wt AR Q)
/ [_.. Oy R-0- N O DL g
] ¢ QQMMI \‘-'k’ ﬁ « Lo L
L RS A

: o

Tha ~ehbow ey

y 4 h¢ kygdmﬁ@" !

S TGS Ry PSP TR B
. T n

%MM‘MR‘O'

= 7Y .l ., 1 : _A 1 ‘v"
¥ . <ol ? ¥
«Tg ¢ .'qy
ol : ; & i o2
I heve seen the draft answer. In certain . y e
respects it requires -verif ication e.g., (g) & (h). These . &
mattérs abget may be veri_f_ied and answers put up. Iflany A %‘”".1,,' d G
| records are burnt it must be under instructions from the
- t. through us. The relevant,authorities may be e
bentrgl Gov : &
enguired into.
About answer to (a) i.e., number of volumes that i
may &lso: be verified, if possible. 1
, , f
: Legislative Assembly Office may be informed /
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. I uriderstand.that the cuesticn hes been admitted but will

B

come only in the norms i 3
; 1 course. The file may be sent when the ouestion

| comes up. . The answer may be as revised now
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| A.Vedaratpam Pillui,mm. Tha following points are‘aubmitta@

s

. for Tavous of consideration in respect of the answers}oo

Quaations (b)y (e, (d): (g) and (k).
The draft anawer to this clause

Knswe» 0 Qm.(Db). 3ays

that the Gowt. of India havestated that the recoxda consa:n

mannscripts in Modi, Marathi, Telugu and Tamil seripts which
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