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No.2094-D-VII/48-1. P i Madras Record Office,
' . Chittoor, 25th,September.1948.
¥ From ’ 1 Rl o : Ry
B ## Rg§o Bahadur Dr,B,S.Baliga, Ph,D,(Lond.), i ;xﬁf
; * Curator, Madr ass Record Office, Chittoor, . j»
,(" \\jL Td— : ' ig '
o " *8The Secretary to Government, : :
] ,8 bEH ‘14{ _ Education and Public Health Department,
¥ .\\f W ¥ Fort 5%, George, Madras., ' .
'\’v,,/_ s S B : 3
Ty Vewrd S, LA _ _ ‘ '
e il Sub:- Madras Record Office - Access to the

records relating to the Vellore Mutiny-
Srl Nirode Chandra Dhole - Application.

«co e
R : : ‘ ; .
'12"a . 4 W2 RﬁE}f Education and Public ‘Health Department
£ £, 2 . QA Endorsement No,84677/48-1 G3., Edn.,
L dated 11th September 1948. Sl

In June last Mr, Dhole applied to me for permission to
consult the Vellore Mutiny records in connection with his research

on Sir George Barlow's administration. As it was thought that by

these records were meant the 12 Secret Department Sundry volumes
which are known as th Y '

~ le Vellore Mutiny records, and as these records
L L 0F NG ) had expressly been withheld from research in G.0,No. 700, Finance,
bl dated 22nd December 1932 he was informed that,under the existing
‘ orders of the Government, he could not be allowéd to consult them.
The clrcumstances under which these records were withheld from
research are as follows:- In 1932, Prof, K.,A.Nilkanta Sastri of
the Madr as University applied to Mr. Macqueen, my predecessor, for
permlsslon for one of his research students to consgnult the records
. of the Vellore Mutiny, Mr. Macqueen recommended to the Government

that permission might b nted to ) on the
Vellore Mutiny, & e grante consult the 12 volumes

but Govermment did not accept his recommendation.
They called for the volumes in question and, after examining them,
finding thaﬁ they contain controversial matter relating to the
orlgin of the mutiny, that 1s, whether. the sons of Tipu Sultan were
responsible for it or not,decided not to throw them open for researc
I have, however, now discovered that these volumes contailn nothing
but extracts of the matter contained in the Military and the Secret
Department Consultation volumes. And as, the Military and the \
Secret Department Congultstion volumes have not been withheld from |
g& esearch students, npgq object 18 really served by withholding the |
2 volumes alone from regesrch students., This point does not seem
1gsgave been noticed either by Mr, Macqueen or by the Government in

2.
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2. The reason why ‘the 19 volumes were wlthheld from re-

search is not, as Mr. Dhole imagines, that they contain informa-
tion prejudicial to the British Government. The reason isg as:
hae been stated above, that they contain 'information relating |
to the origin of the Vellore Mutiny. They also contain 1nforma}
tion relating to the Muslim conspiracy to overthrow the Govern-|
ment and the allowances given to Tipu Sultan's sons.. But consi-
dering that it 1s more than 140 ‘years since the Mutiny occurred,
and considering also that-the, corresponding series of Mili tary ?
and Secret Consultations Have never been withheld from resesgrtch;
there does not appear to be any serious objection to throwing. A
open these 12 volumes now for research. I may point out in this
connection that the report of .the Commission which enquired into
the Vellore Mutiny has been publlshed as -a Parliamentary paper
in 1861.
12-10-1932 read in G,0.N0.700, Flnance, dated .22-12-1932).
. volumes are thrown open for reaearch, the notes taken down by
the resesrch students will, aswual, be carefully scrutinized

and if it is found that they have taken down anything objectionable,

1t will be withheld from them. This ought to be a sufficient
aafeguard : '

5% M, Dhole states that the Central‘Government threw
open 1ts records up to the year 1880 long before the advent of
freedon. In regard to this, it may be stated that, so far as
the Government of Madras are concerned, they have thrown open:
for research ‘the records of all but the lagt 50 years and also
such of the records as have been placed at the disposal or the
Press down to the present,

‘ - . | Yours faifhfully;

| @M§¥? g -
gncl: 1 letter (pages 1-3),5 A%t |

BR.

(Please see Mr, Macqueen's letter No,370 D-VII/32 dated [
If the °
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C.No.64877/48.
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Chittoa
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Lp Educatien & P.H.(€3) Dept. |

MADRAS RECORD OFFICE - Access to the |
reeords relating to the Vellore Mutiny=fewidd

W 700 3., Dafd 22- 12z - ! 9%&2 I

From Mr. N.C.Dhola, New Delhi, letter, dated 28-8-48.

From the Curator, M.R.0O., No.2094-D-VII/48-1, dated \

256--9--18438.

In modifTieation of the @rders in &.0.No.

700. Finanee, dated 22-12—1962,ﬁébvernmentxauthorize
~

the Curator, Madras Record Office, to permlt researeh

seholars and students of Indian History engaged in
special studies, to have access to the twelve Secret
laepartmcnt Sundry Volumes known ss the Vellore Mutiny
records’subject to the reservation that the notes taken
by the persons perusing the records are serutinized, to
sce 1f thef notes contain anything objectionable. The
other econditions 1laid down in the rules in G.0.No.58.

Flnanee, dated 5-12-1932 will also be appliesble in

respect of the examination of these documents.

2. The Curator is reguested to sceord the

e Aanch

’ n*ﬂvs%ary permission to Sri Nirode Chandra Dholafof

the Lucknow Un*V@rsity in aooordqnco with the orders

in »aragraph 1.

\o\, ‘\\’h.% ’:_(')l e

Mo

Copy to Sri Nirode Chandra _,/”/’<7

Dhg} .
National Arehivgs of Indila,

gevernment of Indis,
Queensway, New D01h1

(fas 2 o)
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From N&rode Chandra Dhola  New DLlhl Now Nil dated h
) ol
2-8-1. -

Sub:- M.R.0. Access to the records relating to the
Vellore Mutiny. '

On a request fro;ﬂg research scholar of the
Lucknow UnlverSﬂtV 1Mr.17.Ca Dholeb the burator tﬁd? aﬁéb
refused‘gccess eoyhim to the records of the ve;lore
Mutiny. LIt is seen trom his letter thut for his
research thesis, a scrutiny of these records 1s
necessary. -

2. Access to the records of the Vellore lhutiny
{1806-1208) has been refused to research sLudeutb,
under the orders contained in G.O.No. 700»&éﬂ Ddtcd
the 22nd Dec.1932. The note of the then Chief Secretaa
on which the above order was buased wasi"l agree it is
undesirable to allow research into these records at
present xx" The main reason for withholding the
rceccords from the public ﬁas that they related -to
certain controversies pertainfng to.the Griginé; of

the Muj:i;m?/ and the €onduct of certain Army officers

in connection with the Mutiny.

3. The Curator, M.H.0. has now pointed out that the

records in gquestion contain only extracts of the

.ﬁhlitury'and.SECYﬁ Department consu¢tdt¢on volumes
which have not been withheld from research students.

As observed by him, the event occured more than 140

years ago. Having regard ts th

)

cse iacts’the Guratof
considers thut there is no serious objection to
throwing open the 12 volumes now for reseurch‘scholars
subject to the reservation that the notes taken by

the scholars are serutinized, to see 1 they Qé;gé%&&“x

anything objectionable. The Curator's view may be
s , = , :
9'9*6'9""“":5'11“ —= and th?/order's of 1932 may now be cancell g
. Public may see the case, lor remarks, if any,
before circulations
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