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EDUCATION FOR _ALL-AGE -0LD DREAM REALIZED I USSR

" progress_Scored in Past 30 Years is Without Parallel

BY N, SERGEVEY.

THERE has been of late a tendency among cortain

statesmen to expatiate again upon the contrast between "wcstern!

and "eastern" culture. As a matter of fact, quite a number
of these aentlemen picture this contrast as onc bcectween a

positive entity and naught. In other words, the so-called

“nggstern” culture < and by this, of course, Russian anc

goviet culture is meant - is depicted as non-existent.
strangely enough, this amounts to a reversion to Hitlerite
ravings_by some people who actively fought Hitlerishy, O

at least went through the motions of doing so. For was it

not Hitler who told his solﬁlers that there was '"no culture

Ato speak of" east of their front llne.

| | No thlnklng person will deny that popular

ilteracy as tauvht in the primary schools {isuathe foundetLon
of culture. However, one can build a ‘pumber of things on
the same foundations. It may be o Jaily .8 nouseot a
temple, Literacy as such is culturally indispensable,
but not sufficient. weren't all the monsterb who invade
us on June 22, 1941, literate? HoweveTs their Kultur had
nothing to do with culturec. i

1t is'the high school and #he college that arc
tne bfincipai determinants of culture beca-use they
instill ideas into the minds of the young people who
have learnel in primary schools to receive them tkrouwh
the written world,
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The efforts and interest of society in the

improvement of the education of all its members is perbaps
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Anti-Soviet writers and Jjournalists, renezade
gocial-Democrats and Russian emigress are tryizeg to diniio
into the ears of the people abroad that after all under the
old rééime g Lot was done for the education of
~ the Russian people and that, therefore, the achievemeﬁts
of the Soviet state in this domain are nothing but 2
continuation of the same process and_should not be
considered a credit to the new systen.
At this point one would do well to search the
Russian archives for pronouncements of Russian statesnen 4
on the subject of education. _
At the head of the 1list comes Tsar Alexander ITI
who once said that high schools were not nfor the sons
of cooks", Minister of Education Delianov echoed him
and elaborated on the idea. Said.Delianov in &n of fidieall
departrental circular: "The Children of cooks, male . y
and female, butlers, small shopkeepeIs, etc., should be
accepted neither in colleges aﬁd higher institutions of
learning, nor in high schools."

When the city of Chernigov applied for permiss..il

to open a new high school, the Minister of Education

answered that such permission would not be grarted untll

Iy

1t was proved that the children of the gentry and the

landlords needed such a school, because 'we are not golng
to build schools for the children of riffraff."

Emigre General Golovin in his book nThe Russian
Army in the (First) World War' writes that before the wal
only about 27% of the army recruits were 1i*tcrate, And

General Golovin certainly cannot be .suspected of o desire
to slander the old regime.
ps @ matter of fach, other official old regime statis-
tics ghoy that less than 30% of the population of Russia
COWld peong and write. Culture was shut off from close to
130 miljon people by the iron curtain of complete 1liter ey,

Only elghf g . :
L ° Rk sl o younestors before the Revolution

._B;N i
attendad any kind of séhool while hany millions had to  stay
out for lack of facilities and neans. Of the many natisnals
ities which compose the Soviet Union some 40 had no alphabet
at all before the Revolution and were for that'redsgn

dubbed nletterless."

This was wht the Soviet Government inherited

'in the realn of general popular culture when 1t took over

the reins 30 years az0.

As in every other field of constructive endeuvor,
education has been on the upgrade ?n-the Sobiet Union ever
since., The only exception was. the tire when the war was
on and schools were being destroyed and children and teacli:rs
killed by the German invaders.

But to zo over the basic facts.

It probably sounds sbﬁewhat tritevtc rcenphasize
the obvious fact that Soviet Schools are open to all
children aﬂd young people and'that the sotial and cconomic
status oﬁltheir parents has nothing whatever to lo with tho
opportunities of their children., However, the fact romains
that education in the Soviet Union is open to all. There
are no private'schools where exftra noney can buy a Aiplieris,
aﬁd where rich younsters can enjoy better facilities wnd
greater confort than the children of the poor.

It is most noteworthy that the curve of the
increase of education in the formerly backward arcas ie rising
nore steeply than the one.in Russia, the Ukraine ani other
more advanced republics. Perhaps the efforts toward educating
the backward peoples give the best illustration of what
the Constitution means when it says that citizens of the
USSR are guaranteed the right to education. Now, in the

USSR there are no "class A and "eclass B" citizens, Chukcha

and Dungan have the same rights as Russlan and Ukrainian and

Artien:ian.
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completely eliminated in Russia.
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THE OVERWHELMING majority of children in pre-
revolutionary Russia receivéd no more than an elementary
schooling. In the 10 years preceding the late war the
number of pupils in the eighth, ninth and tenth grades of
seéondary schools in the RSFSR increased 23' time over.

In the villages the increase was even greater - ©3 times.
kk  okk  kk k%

SOVIET children in elementary and secondary
schools are taught by 1,027,000 teachers. Teachers are
trained in nearly 200 specialized institutes. There are
pedagogical schools in all parts of the country, even in
the Far North beyond the Arctic Circle,

In 1914 there was a total of 91 hWigher educatiqnal'
institutions on the territory of what~is-now the So&ietu‘; &
Union,

In 1946 there were 792.
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THERE was less than one public library for eviry
10,000 inhabitants in Russia in 1914. By 1929 thory werc
two, and by 1939, five. By 1939 the USSR had a total of
240,765 public libraries of various kinds.
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A LARCE pumber of museums and art galleries
have been openéd in Soviet years. In 1914 there were 14¢
museums on the territory of the RSFSR, and in 1939, 555
The Ukraine had 18 museums in 1914, and 115 by 1939. In

Azerbaijan, which did not have a single museum in

1914, there were 19 functioning by 1939,

(TANEJA)
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