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Dear Mr. Viswanathan,

Subgect ArchaeoJogy - Tanvore Palace B
Preservation of Oil Palntlngs.

Ref: - Your endorsement No. 59890 1-C.2, dated 22- 10-46.

.
= I inspected on the 2nd instent the paintings in the Durbar

Hall of the palaue in Tanjore. The paintings are undoubtedly

of wvalue, and deserve to be preserved as natlonal treasures.

If Government have to spend money on their preservation, the

nalntlnbs should .be allowed to be exhlblted at a plaece Where.

a large number of peopte will be able to view them and appreciate

\ their art. The proper place for such exhibition.would be the

Arts Gallery of the Madras Government Museum or the Victoria

| Technical Institute or a recognised Art Ggllery or other similar

.and the frames and the paintings are in danger of being eaten up

and spoiled. Already they have suffered a good deal of moth

affection. The Tanjore palace Durbar hall is not the place

nd restoration work has to be done before the pictures can be

exhibited. It is therefore my recommendation that the Senlor

will be properly preserved and exhibited in a conspicuous place

' where the public will appreciate their art and the tasbte of the

| Tanaore Mashratta Rajas.

A picture gallery in the Madras Museum will be a sultable

--.--\'

not sgree to part with them he may be induced to leave them om

permanent loan in the Madras Museum where in g speeial gallery

Prince may be suitably expressed in labels.

Yours sincerely,

Prince of Tanjore be induced to part with the paintings as Natiomal

Treasures in favour of Government, with the assurance that they '

public places. During my inspeetion I found that lizards, silver

righes and other insect cocoons had got inside the pasint, the cloth

where they can be properly preserved as a good deal of nreserVatlve

I

e g

,~place for their exhibition. If the Senior Prince of Tanjore dees
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set apart for them the fact thaty they are on loan from the Senier ’(
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“Hall - Preservstion of oil C:lnbln»a. 11 jpig T
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refer to your memorsndum No. EQ-30-2~/4C Fdn, dated
-
5-12-4 The preservative and restorstion work referred to i
- ot — o - ). *\ “/ - - -
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J
et 0 el - o
for Hhe nsinti#os themeelves whieh thave suffered 2 good leal of,
oth affection The ubt that®eu have Teiged in your memorsiicin
1 affectior e dovbt that™ y
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of the reintincgs The welle of the hall are not suited to take
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on them peigtiars of such welue as the Tgjore paintings.
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‘gﬁaﬂ idesl picture gallery on the lines of para 2 of my letiser
A e -
No, 120(2)/C.25, deted 29-10-46 isc what we should think of for

+het‘- ) va juf").}c w*ir-{-tl.r.{s' The 17:11'(_. O‘f ;‘1_2(:!". -
like those of the Victoriea Technical ¥
Mgeeun vith theileas ot chence of moth or dem; affection. T mey
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T o Wy A ... Southern, Ciggle ¥, Hadsas (3
. ol 5 Dated. 71MWEMarch' 47« -

i‘is f oL, ‘ 9‘
T e o . P, W R B
PRt o ”&1i ' e ~ Dear Mr. Aiyavpan, R o
| . Please refer to your latﬁpr Ko, 477-002/47
o2 _ datad 24-2-47, .regarding the oil paintings in ths
‘ “’Q% Durbar hall of thg Tanjore Pslace., On ths 2bth 4
the enior Prince of Tanjore to loan them fio this (L February I had occasien %o examins. ghem again in fhe
Museum as snggested in para 2 of Mr. Ramschandran's © BN company of Dr.S.Paramasivan, the Assistanti Archaco-
letter. Pahl . pad 5 i T ; T logieal Chemist , ang tao Bahgdur TeS Venlkatarama
: 1 _ Iver Surerint@nding Encinger ,P.W.D., Tanjers «.lircle
I have the honour to he - whe 18 in ‘charge of the palges buildings, After
‘ i 5 carefnl congidsration we eame to the conclysion that
; - : the rresnﬁidglag?jig i}l}éuited for housinesthese .
‘ | ' nost obedia ; =X . valuable p#oftraif paintings, and in this connection
' iy FOUETISEELOPAIOnT Servaaly . w; conld not bhut feal that the Madras Gavarnment :

Ve e ‘Migeun, <hould form the ideal plags to house them in.
< " Bbe attampted, as iEYWwill "be unscientific from the
F ¥ ”‘ ’c¢7 ; = : 3 . K = = 7
SUPEZRINTENDENT archasological and art point of view., We can only .
(D Sl attenpt their pressrvation, 95 wg have to immediately
& .':Ln(‘] Qn 1'. hiS Dl,'.Pf.’.J.”ﬁL"‘-!Q,Si TTCL,]"} oner Depq ]f‘!;]}!gnt' o GXP:}Tt

&

QS an
ol

i L O L “© ' i¢ smpatically‘of the ‘opknion’ that the pIeservation

‘ | | ' "~ work should be carried out as soon Qg_tka' ictnras

: . ~ve removed To'a Mussum,, An estimats for the

: ~reacrvatich of thess pictures can, aecording ,-1o

g . Him, be prepared only aflier s preliminary scienbifia

2] » exanination of the paintingg for which facilities
A by | ‘ (such -z Xsitay, ultra-violst 'ray examingtion ate)

Ryl | o | §-rc svaitable only.at Madras,

.

; : : e o SRR R ) ° ' A copy of Dr, Paranasi®an'g nota.to me on the
y : : N A . . pyv|subject is herewlth encloged for your information.
e B i s : : Y- There can be no two opinions on this , and the sooner .
" tho pictures arg removed fo your Museun, ths befter

y el i3 would be, The senior Prince of Tanjore , who
- f C],Qi?ﬂ,‘lf"tham qlf‘; his p]‘O'D’)"‘T,y, nmayv bG.DG?‘SUq_deﬁ +0
| ¢ . dboan them to yonr Muscum, and a label to tihat effeet
put up_ In the Musaum shonld'I.believe, be suffigiant
‘ recognition, of his kindnoss if he cannot gift them
i avay . :

Yonrs sinceraly,
L 3d) Ramachandran, .
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Afchzological Superintendent,

F~’pgraphic Address : ‘ " ,,-‘/// 220 o 20( v> ¢Z(Z &,
dla’ &

\ a\J Archaological Survey of In
MADRAS 9. N

Telephone : 2152.

J [
o Southern Circle, ‘

N o P = =

ort 8t George, Madras 9, dated 14th Aprili948 .

~V.D.Krishnaswemi Es%., M.A., Dip.Arch.(Cantab),
Superintendent.

To
The Secretary,

Educat1on and Fublic Health Department,
Fort St. George, VMadras.

Subject:— Tan jore Palace buildings - Durbar Hall -
/ : preservetion of o0il paintings,
it

y UG- >N ad Reference: Your memorsndum No.59890 C2/46 Edn dsted 15.2.48.

2 “ G}:D‘ SIR,

referred the matter informs me that the cost of chemical

The Archaeclogical Chemist in India to whom I have

treatment, preservetion and mounting etc. would amount to
Rs.300/- per painting and that the total éexpenditure for
all the paintings would come to about Rs.2000/-. T hgye
informed him that any X-ray and ultra violet ray facilities
wanted, will be made available by you at the RajaMirssdar
District Headquarters Hospital at Tanjore.

¥ As the Government ‘has concurred with the Senior
Prince that the raintings ought not to be removed from
the Durbar Hall, I would like to suggest that you might
dait s askiwith advantage Mr. D.P.Roy Chowdhary, the Frincipal,
AW © ‘ School of Arts and Crafts, Madras, to examine the present,
Tjk state of the paintings in their situs and to suggest what
steps he would recommend from his angle of vision for pla-
( cing the paintings on a sound footinglin the hall. The
. paintings could receive all the attention they want only
between the chemist and the artist.

(> B/&%"&Muwmw

" Superintendent,
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V.D. Krishneswami, Fsg., V.A., D1p. Arch (Cantab )

Superintendent. «
The Director-General of Archaeology |
in India, ,
c91? New Delh .
%w} 4! -
Arehaeology--TanJore Falace Bu11d1ms--1hrbar
. all--Preservatlon of 0il raintinzs.
Sl 1046 |

| 40 X
2 <:;'«The Principsl, School of Arts and Crafts
Madmnml{r- Rao Chowdhary, who wes recuested by you to :
inspect the oil palntlnsrs at the Durbar Hall, Tanjore,

: (._(xreports that it is not wort.hwhzle to preserve the

paintings or attempt ren-ovation. Copy of his report
to the Provincial Government is encloséd_ for your
kind information. |

I sgree with the Principel, School of
Arts end Crafts in toto. In the circumstances I do not
consider it necessary to take steps to preserve the
pictures or treat them chemically. The paintings may -

\ however be handed over to the Senior Prince of Tanjore

who claims them &s his propefty. [ !9 w‘ g \

8T, Superintendent,
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Mareh;-19#5:;ﬂ4a£§thﬁwinséhnce B

aintings in the Tanjore palsce in ,
g Dircctor-General of Archaeology, Simla, Jdn his report on the
'\;jfhinxings$1nmthcmpalacemat5mangmreT~Dp1,AE—Par&masttﬁﬁ—hae~made-w 3

;ion about 6 01l paintingk in the Durbar Hall belonging to the

e valuable and deserve to be preserved and suggested methods

eof - vide pp.43 to 46 of G.0. No.1241 P.W., dated 29-4-46. _ The

correspondence with the Senior

_'tgr Qf Tanjore has been in ¢

t be removed from the

o

Mﬁ»&g P. %d

"s&n_ninxho~enverdﬁbnt—Mueunméw&s—denu%od tn—renort«——~-~—L

> Prince of Tanjore. He has gaid that tho- vlctures are- hlStOT‘lw— e b

1
N
-t .
- :
I

ef Engincer has addressed Govornmﬂnt for the preservation T})”

O

X \

[ - T

able to view - them and apnreciate fh&gLaptT_-Tho—igllewxng‘l

ﬁe&&sw&gglﬁlacﬂs_anu_suggnsxed_bx_him—as—ppegep_enas—ﬁep—thp
exhibition of these Aqintinag~ ;

(1) Zhe Artﬁ_ﬁgllcry,ﬁMaﬂnas_Mnsenm'

l
| \

(2) JXhe Arts Gayl#n&Juijm_yictnria_m“chnical_lnatinutn;

(5)"ArrPCOFniSBd Art gallery or n;h er similsr publie
|

DlﬂCQBa

A ;Ho also recommended that the vrince may be induced teo part

E |
with the paintings as Aational FTreasures in favour of

| Goyernment with the SSsuranon that thev will be properly

conspinuous place
pre:orvnd and OXhibiEPd in/uiaaxx where the public will

J

— -—7-—~,

aoprnciﬂtn thelr art and the tastn of the Tanjore Maharatfag

e

il
In 9“445’thﬁ Senior Prince is not agreggplgﬁn

i_P”rt with them in n favour of Government, he has suggested that

. _be may be induced %o leave them on permsnent loan in the

N a special gallery set apart for them .

e

!
i Madras Musunm wherﬂi

tho fact that they are on 1oan from the Senlor Prince may A

———

| 4 T L’bo sul tably oxProsso in labels.
A ;\?bf > ;=5~ The 011 paintings Numbering six are the versonal
§. e ___,__._ e SR T S ) T — honls ]
pronorty of the Snni r Prince ol Tanjorc ansanwﬁ3533; him
: from his fathnr He statns that thpy are of groat sonti-
¥ ,M“”)£;4£¢4¥ Awﬂpfﬂfal Yg}yo to him 8 family portraits of his ancestors and

Mgt henco ho iq 1oath{

51ncn_h¢-has a desirm

——

t0 part with them.
43'4- e
to renew and oxhibit

them ' decoylfy /he s agreeable to put th@m

GovPrnmnnt nroVidﬁd thev do not rvche«

undor the eare of th

, d keep them in the Dgfba?_ﬂall iteelf,

‘Qnidhﬁ 1 G agyceab%&:tﬂ

e 0ll palntings. p

he matter was rnfnrrnd to the Sunnrﬂntnndont Archaecologgeal

,dhe Sunﬁrintnndnnt _agrees that the

e e e

1ngs are undoubtodly of value and deserve to be presorved as
that if Government Have

.@,'nal tfb&QHPPS. He however suggests

Undor

AN

-~ accept the recommendationg of the S

cal Dopartmentcb£—df

.

‘ﬁg The Tan]oro Palg

ct

palntin& -

PRt 3 g&th e
e circug tancns 1t S nnt fe sible ta

Uy er tnnd nt

ZJZL.;,Q,K! 7t QJLarc

ce 1s g proter‘tt‘ﬂ

- 2SS A i ST L

renson for the suggeﬁtion of the Sunerintondpnt Archagplog-
£

Survey of.?ndia for Taking them out _of the Durbar Hall &nd 1

exhiblt.:’them in the 151 aces suggosted by him is that the

d i e Palac@ Durban Hall will require s pood deal of prno
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