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The Govermaent of India have circulated these rules to all the Depart- .
nents under them. It is desirable that similar rules should be adopted by ¢
the Provinces and Indian States. If the Commission agrees to meke a recommc
dation* to the Provincial anc State Governments tc this effect an additicnal
rulc may be framed as follows and added to thouse already circulated by -the
Governnment of India. : : . ~

U 4.. The recorcds nmarked for destrﬁction after weeding by the Departments

of origin shculd be sent t¢ the respective archival heads of the Central
Provincial anc States Governments as the case may be ‘for final dispesal. Th
archival head should scrutinise such rcccrds with & view tc ascertaining
their present and future historical value anc provide for the preservaticn
of such records as are ccnsidered sufficiently importent.

Rescluticn VII, (a) This Commissicn has carefully exemined the rules framed
by the Lccal hecords Sub-Committce and approved by the Government cf India
for weeding thelr records and are of cpinion that the addenda tc rules sugzes-
ted in the Agenda should be embodicd- in the set of rules and be adopted by
the Central Gevernment, His Excellency the Crown Eeprescntative (in Centre

Residencked), Prcvincial Gevernnments and Indian States.

Roso icn VII. (b) The Cormissicn further recommends that the present tine
13 incppor tune for weeding c¢f records in the Government ané State Agencios
anC therefcre strongly urges upcn the authorities ccncerncd that nc Wyeedine
of eny reccrds shoulc be under taken till a definite legislaticn is 4 i ch
the future ccnstituicn of this country. ' '
: 7R ~ Lules tc guide the weeders in weeding the
L e A Feecrds ¢f the Gevernment f India,

The broad priniciple t¢ be follewed in weeding reecrds is that nc papLrs
which are inmportant or arc likely t¢ becime important in future, however
indircetly as scurces of infernaticn cn any aspect cf histcry, whether o 1i-

" Ficel military, sceial, econcmic cte. cr which is ¢r may in future proeve to bu.
- blographical cr antiquarlan interest, shall be destrcyed. In the twe

‘succecding paragraphs are enunerated, in 2 general way, the classes o¢f papers
¢ be prescrved cr destrcyed. The enumeraticn is by nc means oxhaustive, it

gs rnierely indicative.

" 9, Ordinarily, the fcllowing classes of dccuments arc tc be preserved.
e - i P -

1) % a s ; ‘ e _
¢.. 18 QiyﬁManuécfiﬁts of? 831 printed proceedings ccllecticns. ‘ '
(1i) 'Originals of Lespatches from and tc the Sccretary of State,
(111) Originals cf ldegal decuments or dccunents of legal velbe,
o - EP Y - R B A |

<) ~ -t . S i L Y \ \ =
S Hclegraph and Autcgraph letters-and Originals’ cf Minutes of Vicer Vs
Menbers cf Council, Ccumanders-in-Chief -and c¢ther eninent perscpnapgcs
cr nanuscripts ¢f nctes by them cn dnportent natters. W
A W m ko m e " TSR P
. (v) Originals cf nctes reccrced cn inpertant files which have been
circulated to Hen'ble Menbers., ; !

(vi) Discussicnsirglating e impantont public vsprvices.

't(viij Papers relqtihg tce appeintnent of Vicercys, Governcrs licnbers

N ang " Menbors off Ccuncil, Ccrmanders-in-Chfef anC < ther Head cf

Aduninistrations. | L, A -
(viii) Papers ccntaining discussichs cf important principles of pclicics.
5- Ordinarily the following classes cfpapers nay be destroyed.
(1) Registers, such as heeelpt and Issue hegisters, Diaries, 1ist o
despatches tc the Secretary of State, sparc ccpy registérs ang

¢ther registers f enpheneral interest, and nct (nly Surplus ecrijus
cf registers, e Ak
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in yroceedl e ere ; nere than
.1y printed departnental proceedings velumes, when there arc nere
S twe COpiOSpo then, the b und vclunes belng retained in preforency

tc Dbe unbcund ncnthly ¢nese.

J . ]
(iii) Spare copies cf printed papers. |
lecticns in oxcess of six

shall be reserved £S5
ce in ccnnec-=

5 or Depesit Procecdings Ccl
depies « Twe ¢f the six ccpies retaincd
nEisterical reccrdas" the rest being used fcr referen

ticn with depar tiental business. -
s Prcceedings Vclunes in cxcess  ¢f one eCpy-.

¢ ccpiles.

(iv) Printed A&,

(v) Lcecal Gevernnent=

(vi) Deper tnental Adpinistraticn Teports in cxcess cf tw

cstructicn after weeding by the Departmeats

States Gevernnents as the cnse nay be for final aispasale.
ch reccrds with a view tc ascerteinlng

ulé scrutinise sSu ! =3 A
future nistorical value anc prcvice fer the preservatlk%
are ccnsicered sufficiently inpcr tant.
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| interest are destroyed by the Departments themselves.
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The Govern-

bment of India rules under 1ltem I in paragraph 3 contemplate the |,
; u
' destruction of personal registers, Such registers however are not
destroyed in our Province as they have been found to be of great

help in tracing papers wﬁich cannot be traced with the help of the

[ \a \i ¢
Indexes. As to items II, IIT and VI of the Government of India ¥

rules, only a few copies of the Printed Proceedings Volumes, the

printed copies of G.Os and the Departmental Administration Reports.
are sent to the Madrsas Record Office and it is necessary to retain
these in the interests of administration. TItems IV and V do not [~

call for remarks.

Regarding the addendum to the rules, that the Archivigst
‘should scrutinise the records marked out for destruction by the
Departmentg "with a view to ascertaining their present and future
historical value" and retaining such of them "as are considered
gsufficiently important", I find it difficult to endorse this view

as 1t is against the principles of archive adminigtration,

That
the administrator who creates the records -- and not the grchivist
or the historian -- ig the only proper authority to decide which

of thelcurrent records are of value and therefore should be retained

permanently and which oﬁ%he current records are of no value gnd
therefore should be destroyed, 1s one of the widely accepted prin-
ciples in archivism. This is what Dr. Fowler, for sometime the
Chairman of the Technlecal Section of the Britlsh Records Assocla-
tion, saye in his book on "Phe Care of County Muniments": '"The
responsibility of deciding what should be kept and what destroyed
can only rest in the last ingtance upon the administrative official,
gulded solely by the working needs of himself and his sucoessors;;
1t lies neithef in the function nor the capacity of the Archivigt

to declde upon the permanent or temporary value of a still vital
rége,d, The gelection of officlal records for destruction should
rightly be made by the head oﬂthe department from which they have
And Mr, Hilary Jenkinson, who 1s now the Deputy Keeper

_menated”.

secords of the Public Record Office, London, in hig "Manual of

o 1

1 ive Administration™ makes the Iollowingdbservations in regard

A 17?0

i)

' \D
THA

=

Ny

1§
{f

|
4

P

RS =

———

e

1

\

¢ ( : ¢ ) )
25 .

to the destruction of current records: "In fine, for the Archivist

7\
- \iﬁgj |

to destroy a document because he thinks it useless is to import into }

the collection under his charge what we have been throughout most

anxious to keep out of it, an element of his personal judgment; for k

the Historian to destroy because he thinks a document useless may

be safér at the moment (since he presumably knows more history than
the Archivist) but is even more destructive of the‘Archives“ reputa-
tion for impartiality in the future; but for an Administrative body
to destroy what it no longer needs is a matter entirely within its
competence and an action which future ages (even though they may

find reason to deplore it) cannot possibly criticise as illegitimate
or as affecting the status of the remaining archives; provided always
that the Administration proceeds only upon those grounds upon which
alone it 1s competent to make a decision -- the needs of its own
practical business". Nor is this all., If the Curator, who is the
Provincial Archivist, 1s to go through all records which are every
year marked out for destruction by all the Departments of the Govern-
menﬁ and the Board, he will have to be assisted by a competent addi-
tional staff, for the number of records that will have to be seruti-

nised will be numerous. Since, however, our Govermment have already

\framed a careful set of rules to see that no current records of

y1s against the principles of Archivism,

Eaction 18 called for on Resolution VII (a)s

1L
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value are destroyed and all records of value are sent to the Madras
Record Office for preservation, and since the suggestion made by the
Tndian Higtorical Recorde Commission that the current records weeded
out by the Departments should again be scrutinised by the Archivigt

I qS not think that any

Now Resolution VII (b) recommends that no records ﬁhieh are

now in the several Govermment 'agenciles' should be weeded ang deg-

troyed until legislation is passed on the future constitution of the

Country. This resolution so far as I can see)is grounded on the
fear that unless some definite procedure is prescribed for the wead”

ing and destruction of old records, there is the POseibility or
Provincial Government or a State destroying their old recordg @f

historical interest merely because they are not of any admy BT aiL’e
Ny mint®
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So far as our Province is concerned, a certain amount of

weeding and destruction of old records is done both in the Madras
Record Office and in the Offices of the Heads of Departments like
the Tollectors. But this weeding and destruction is carried out
under the existing orders of the Govsrﬁment on the soundest lines

possible, after assessing the administrative as well as the histori-

. cal value of every record to ensure that no records of any value

are destroyed. In the Madras Record Office the'weeding is being

done in accordance with G.0.No. 2289, Education, dated 1st October h

1937, to relieve congestion and to reduce repairs with chiffon

and other costly materials. As pointed out in paragrephs 5-8 of
of in that G.0. it does not involve the destructlon of any paper
in the bundles for which an authenticated copy is not available

in the manuscript volumes. What 1s done 1is to .compare the docu-
ments in the bundles with the corresponding authenticated copies

of these in the manuscript volumes and to weed out only such of

the documents in the bundles (1) as have neither historical nor

administrative value and (2) as have full copies available in the

manuscript volumes. All documents in the bundles which are not

copied in the manuscript volumes are retained, so also all @ocy-

ments which have any higtorical or administrative interest, This

procedure sacrifices no historical interest. I do not gee any
harm in continulng this mode of weeding which actually involvesg

no destruction of information of any value contained in the ol4

records, I may also inform -the Government in thls connection

that the regular weeding staff appointed under the G,0. mentioned
above has been abolished recently in consequence of the retrench-

ment (Please see my letter No., 2247-A/47-

2 dated 12th December

1947 disposed of in G.0.No. 440, ®ducation, dated 4th March 1948)
and that the weedlng work whiel is now belng carried on by two of

the clerks of the Publication Section,

In the offices of the Heads of Departments and the Collectors

weeding of old records is not regularly done, but whenever it

1

th€

F00f these officers are under the existing orders (Please ‘seg
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G.0, No 152 ePiniPce, da{ed 16th February 19“2) required to consult

a3 \

the Curator before destroying any documents in order to ensure that

no_doqymenxs.QthsgoricaLEVghue anejdgszrejEQQVJWhass¥§r any weed-

A.ng, is prOp\qged by fhe follsc‘corst or .gther' heads of Departments,

.
.

'tratiwe point of view are sent to the Cuvutor

H ~vec

lists of the records which they concider valueless from the edminis-

"4’10 $i-& L33 »

The Cdrator then

carefully cod8 throfichwthdde 1igts «marks oup«all documents which

may have some historical value,

-—

necessary to judge thelr value,

calls for samples of documents if
and 1t is only then, that the docu-

ments which have neither the administrativg nor the

A

”historical

No one hasftill now complained

value are ordered to be destroyed,

about this existing procedure; on the other hand 1t has gone a long
say to eliminate worthless documents,to relieve congestion in the

record rooms, and to contribute to the proper preservation of gll
records of value.

ples of archivism. Wheress in the case of current records it has

been considered that the head of the Department who creates these
records and not the archivist is the fittest person to weed them

of
out, in the case/the old records, the archivist, especially if he

has a knowledge of history is considered to be the proper person

to be consulted before ordering destruction.

ple, to safeguard the interest of historical records, that the

dated 13th November 1833

Govermment have in G,0,No, 740, Finance,

ordered that no head of a Department should destroy any recordsof JAb
pre-Mutiny period before consulting the Curator. This rule has

worked well,

In view therefore of the fact that in our Province, special
precautions are taken to see that no.old records of any historiesl

value are destroyed, it does not seem necessary to take sction on

Resolution VII (b) of the Indlian Historical Records Commission
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This procedure is also not opposed to any prinéi-
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. It is upon this princi-
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