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The Govermment of ladras,

2N A DRA S,

The humble mahaZar petition submitted by the pa’ctadars

and residents of the villages of Poruppumettupatt1 Smdupath K38

l}""q}, Valangakulam, Kangayamatham, Echempatti and Vagaikulam of

Tirumangalam Taluk, Madura District
lost Respectfully showeth.

W 1., About a yeur ago in the petta liﬁif/m?ma Perumal
Thevan of Poruppumettupath while one was ploughing the ﬁ_ﬂ._.!,d
@w@‘uc)ﬂo the plough struck aguinst an object wh1ch when unearthed was
1619 [ / found to be an idol of Nataraja in a dancing posture The
Idol is one made out of several metals and is in about 47 ft,
in height. When the villagers came @ to know of it they went
in & body to the hﬁ-#d and With great reverance removed tte
idl and placed it ina Man;capam situated in the Nanthai of
 the village. The mkeky deity inspires reverence und is 8180 G~
\ object of beatury. The vill agers began to worship the deity ang

also by the residents of the surrounding villagers,

&. The matter was reported to the authorities and the &
idol was allowed to be kept in the village some of the

. respectable residerts standing surety for its safe custody,

wne
3. An enquiry kes made and the idol was subsequently removed
to the Sub Ireasury,lirurengalam for safe custody. The v llacers
were given to understand that they would be asked whether they

are prepared to censtmctg temple,

4, The petitioners beg to submit that the entive body of
Hindu residents situated within 2 radius of 15 niles round t}
' WALIC D 1550 Ne

village in question (ie, roruppumettupatti) deem it o Special
g i e &

fortune and ® an accident of grest Cemmenoration ghen®e 3dgl was
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was discovered. They have made collection from among ‘ ; g o : D27 e |"1,7\ oA PR ,,;
N s J‘«\ G N LAY ",
the villagers to construct temple to instal the : R le w % f”” S gL‘q”W : .
deity and to provide for daily worship. :_. a,ﬁ ‘Qﬁe")’N" 37, 3 vl B 1”"
4 e 4 - 1’ ‘ f ': §
5., The villagers nod learn that the Museum authorities | S_)d-:l':?qm ‘%gl:;‘j @'. ) O ;/7_\ VR be“.{ 37
! e 5 2 E rj Lﬁ { X ';.Q = ff L (_‘v_" "r;]
|| are very keen in getting the idol for the NMuseum and "%9\3_, ?\‘ | ey mq;QJQOv pp: B U7* ﬂd’”ww‘m_ | e Ji
I orders are passed by the District Collector, Nmdura to <l 1o+ #) W%@d 7"‘" , EE | " | 5
! twnd over the idol to the Museum . RPN, T4 | Jen Jyupﬂ 6‘)'1/"! nv\-/ : | | #
1 S o M Ao g2 \«/“’G}Jm 2
6. The v111dgers bel ieve that if they are allowed to a A i" ,450159
o ki y“
ssn retain the idol in the village they would be bl | ngk o )N~ _ 7 : e - Ty
aEtizn =Y e 3 \ - .
prosperious and no calamily would befall them, it @g.ﬂgrl?(??@n . . ' fro B
i ' g "‘»1’r,:» © G\ - N \b,‘, " "';'Z“-, R 4 . -
| er security for th & o Sy g -1 '{” v i i : ap-bueB
T They £ EelpEep Snailite, LY PLEER et ol }%meubvcy‘ ¥ S U - e |
safe kesping of the idol inthe village and if they are /‘gdlﬁm{'@’ufkv L e e i
allowed {0 tum ‘the idol they would 8KP9d1t9 the building T ‘ 0 NI W [ R g Wi § \ | e
of the temple end instul tle deity there and offer daily Q/ﬁ@wo ¢\'§oﬁ7 L*) )f'f)ﬂ-%yﬁ)@ﬂa()ug > 40 s ﬁbgfg/’ggé va
torship, | P80 Log &5 o i | br<oe sk
These petitioners therefore pray thet you Would be 9" ﬂn/gww%‘v@‘ » - b o
gragiously pleased to stay proceedings for the removal of _,‘ i

ﬂ*ﬂ’@mw -<Of- @Lo(()%'&@h5@juﬂ
F’—.E.}L‘?uc_? 7 -

the idel to the Museum and hold &an enquiry and pass orders for w
the retention of the idol in the village on such terms, if any,
so that the villagers may be gratified and their fears of any

| ; .- \ ok AW A = 2 ; ' £, i
oo L P f;) CHLn : ,‘:
calamity extingu ished, | i 4 . } 7 ' ;
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A p" B it The Aasiab;m Secratar 1;@
1AWV gg;éfA' :%ygggan. s Gnvernuan »
o Governnent ngeum, MADRAS,.8 Bducation and Pu ic E!aﬂth
' Fort St. Ceorge, rAn&tk's
No, 8024-23/47 Ar. Dated the 28th April 1948,
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S b: Treaauro Trove-'firulangal?l Taluk-Poruppumettu-
( 3 AP 10A8 pa.tti village - Natar
A' Y

Ref. ' Our telephonic conversation on the 27th Apr 48,

,\," .‘.‘, T ——
N R

-
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: ' -When I wrote m lo‘ctor llo. 202(—?3‘47 &r
. 4 \ dated 3rd Harch 1948, the iwmage ot been received here.
9= / ‘ On examination i ? found that in idztian to thev_bmk‘ D
A i ., | ata ocks of ha.ir on the :ig t, the image . veral cuts
| | ough some one hag tried wantonly to muZvilate o
ng a though s tried wantonly t il v it
Tha Go lect:or's dascription ha:b anear has

| baen brok

: : , \ vrong, e head of the sarpent on tha lower right orm ikslﬂ
which may be experienced in fhe long run, { broken %ﬁ‘ >$he out, saoms €0 be old. The mutilation of

|

|

e
4y

inage, 8reforo. is groa.ter th&a nsntionad in my letter
; refarred o above,

In the cirecumstances, the villagers ' eclainm
for this imsge qpnof be nopgwdernd to be bﬂqu on
corrOﬂf knowleth

The aeqmuﬁion of this the
Governuant is of the ntmost importance for tha following

Teasone :-

| e180ns 1) In this image the pose is what ia

bes ‘ nsgtesd of the le :
I have ’rhog??nom to be b ’tranp%ga gh?tn ure o ﬁ n. t’.he ighg cm:l'gg %g;g‘raim
< - TR 7 | h ! T b m m‘
four most obedient servant, | | %ethe gmgn_ *TI ’Eu it to o the prescriptions 6f -

C( | at ore closal ugenn doos noi; .possess an
@7(‘4/_@“ | j_‘a‘ge @? th ¥ rare m
| \ 5

%%npOFTnT°nden1

—————.

wm this is m

glmy t is of very

ik ‘andys,
omparative study of Art and Iconog _
ng the Pandya territories of shout the

i BT L | \
&JMW‘;‘M et , ' i ‘ |
| | A : ' : | 3) As s gzeca of Art, this image ir more
: realistic than contmorarr rages, ,

. It. inspite of the sastry
[‘ | to the worshig h{ ’“1'6{1 ‘?ﬁ‘” the vnll&f k.

mean é€i
mmh .g ﬁhe villago L}'::.u whh ;

| Y intgr nonbe“
e | | _a.gv ise tkél to go tlm rules of temple <13
deale: antiguities degirous of pilfering
oi’ t%g villages to mg 8 petitio
s ,. -’fie,linu g ‘gm - 4 ,, iR
3, and I understand ®kx that »
by mm ones by ¢

s s :;::swm'm
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. Ref: 14536-47 B2.

CFrom _ :
Sri N. Rgmakrishnan B.A.
Tahsididar, Tirumanas,
SHITE A

Treasure-Trove A-ct - Tirumangalsm Taluk - Poruppumetfupatti
villase - S.No.43/7 - Recovary of an idol - disposal,
Collactor'a Ref,10824-G-47 Bl datcd 11-2-4R8,

Supt . Govt  Musennm Ref . No,2024-8-47 AR dated 18-2-48,

I an sending to-day by

duly packed up_ in a strong wooden casc. The broken niece of one
* @31 of the idol has been en ;
e 1 I request that the receipt of the case

right hand of the idol,
may kindly be acknowledzcd.
Railway parcel as itg WElll
insured parcel is gaid to D

2.A gum of Rupees 30/-
and accessories and charges
been incurred, I requast

mongy order, so thatb it may be adjusted in tha Sub-Tressury at

< 5

Tirumangalam. -
.- 3. Tha Rgilway Invoice

TRUE

ht .ig 62 maunds vhile the minimum for

=

COEY. \g‘
‘ Tarumangalanm Taluk Office,”
Datcd 24-2-'43,

\ TO A
e The Sunerintendent, Governmen
lam, Mngeum, Madras.

g00ds train the Natarajar Viehraham

closed in a cover gnd tied up fo the

t conld hot be sent by insured 5

¥

¢ three mannds only. i

' i

(Thirty) only being the coat of Planks, |
for making the case and packing has

that the gmount may kindly be sant by

l
J

No.21/24-2-48 is enclosed herewith. {

Sd/~ |
Tahsildar. [

Copy subnitted to the Collector, Hydurs, ‘

' Teas iy’ CE-<143«ﬂ*~ é
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Procondings of the Collector of Hadura d/19-1-48
Present . ori K.%ama Varmg Raia B.A., vollector, Hadura,

Trassure Trove Act-Tirumangalan Taluk-Poruppumettupstti village -
S No . 43-7-Patta land-raecovary of an idol-disposal.
Raad. 1.Collr's D.Dis.8076.G.46 d/15/7/47.
9. Mgha~ar of the villagers datad 2-10-47 snd 19-11-47,
3. Supdh. Govi. Museum's Ref.2024.4/47 A R.4/29-10-47 and
connectad records. ;
On 17-6-48, a Viaraham of s Natarajar standing on a demon,
on a peadam, in a dancing posture nade of an allov, valuesd at
Rs. 250/~ wWas found by Sivankalai thavan S/o0 Kumarandi Thevan in
S 437 of Poruppumettupatty village irumansalan Taluk,

. T
. Government dry land owned jeintly by {1) Kattapadi (al) Perumsl

p—_

Thevan (2) Pattar (al) Perumal THevan (3) Mnthugwamy Thevan (4)
Vollaigsamy Thevan 3. Perumal Tierar and (6) Nallaswamy lhevar.

2. A notification was published nndsr Sec, B of the Theasure
Trove Act in the fort St, Gecrge Gazstte inviting claimants fo
appcear and putb forth' their claims, if any, on 14-7-47, 35t Magurs.
Only 3 psrsons appearcd for the snguiry. _They did not adduce
any’ evidence to show that tha idol was their proparty, Under
Sec. - of the Treasure Trove Act, the idol was theTrefore
declar~d ownerless. -

% The villagers in their Mahasoars dgted 2-10-47 and 19-11_47
rogquestcd the retention of the idol in the village so that '
it might be installed in the villazs snd worsghinped.  This
requast was snquired into on 6-1.48 The villagens who appeared

03

i Q i
ot the enguiry werg keon on having tha idol sat up in tha villare
and ware prepared to o1 5

4. The Snperintendent Governnent Museum, Madras, wants the
igol to be agquired on behalf of ths Governmnent for the Mnseun .
Considerine the importance of this treasuve fto the cultural
world and in view of ths inability of the villarars to found g
templs and worshin the idol in thg villass in g manner befitting
its importancs and also kn view of the fact that this im on
ntsava'bera which is nsed for festivals apd not for main worship
in the temple If Under Saction 16 of the ‘reasurs Trove Act
hereby dsclare that the idol will be acguirzd on behalf of tha
Goverhmant ,for the valuaz of W%§5Q/'= The value of the Treasure,
nanaly, Re 250/~ together with 1/5th of snchbvalge, Rs.50/- will
ba deposifed in the Districh Iropsurey. 08 amonnt will be
disburased to the finder and the OWRGES of the land in which the
idol vag found.

- : gd/- K. Bans Varmg Roj
= 24/ Collector i

B.O, (
Hagnt. Head Clerk.
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i | requesb tha.t thls remmder may be retumed a.t once
. 5 ] | with information as to—
- ol -
i v (L) the stage at which the matter now is,
: G (2) the date by which a reply may be expeoted, .
. ‘ ! . ave oaused the
|
: . {
\ _ |  Signature: ,
? : : ' ; ’[ ‘Btation Fd"'f €l C i P w ot - Mba
= ; eslgna. on.
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No.10824/G/48/B.1 Madura collector s Office, Madura -

Dated the 19th July,1948
\‘2\»

Sri K. Rama Varma Raja,B.A bhmgr_e Secretary to Governme nt

From

Collector yTe B24cation and Public Heglth
Madura District peritment, Fort St.George,
T Miaadiain ‘ Ma dr a s

SAre

Treasure Trove - T irumang®bag
village ~ Recovery of the Ido
submitted.

Goveranment Memo Ref.13498-(C.2/48-3 Edn dated 3-5-1948

 '.'epresentat1on - report

kﬂmwﬂi@

The Tahsildar Tirumangalam vigited the village, assembled
the riots and explained to them the points mentioned in paragraph
3 of the Government Memorandum} Most of the villagers except the
ownerg of the field4 where the Idol was found appear to have =
appreciated the poimt. The Tahsildar reports that there is no
enthuslasm among the villagers to have the idol back but no one
is willing to commit himself to writing. Hence he could not e
record any statement. The owners of the land from which the
idol was recovered however persist 1in their objection to the -
transfer of the idol to the Museum. )

2. During the course of the proceedings the villagers were
saying that they wished to set up the idol in a temple and worship

Thig is a Piramalal Kallar village. Members of this community

it

are not ordinarily worshippers of Shri Nataraja. As the idol is

not fit for being installed in a tempde and in view of the general

at tit ude of the villagers, it does not seem necessary to reconsider

A

Collector.

the action already taken.
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