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Copy of letter dated 19th June 1948 from the Divi-
sional Inspector of Schools, Madura to the Hon'ble Minister

for Education, Madras.
* %k %k

REF:- American Collegs, Madura - Letter dated the
16th June 1942from the Hon'ble Minister for
Education.

I have already submitted a report in my letter dated
11th February 1948 regarding the attempts made by the
American Board to oust Mr, Ranjitham, fromthe post of
Principal, The Governing Council of the College at its
meeting held on the 3lst January 1948 agreed that Mr.
Ranjitham might retire from the post at the end of the
academic year 1948--49. Mr., Ranjitham expressed a desire
to retire and it was accepted by the Governing Council at
its meeting held on 31st Jamuary 1948,

~ The above resolution of the Governing Council was sent
to the American Board (Boston) which exercises a revisionary
power over the college administration.

On 13th April 1248 the Secretary of the American Board
sent a letter to the Presidant of the Governing Council (The
Rev. White) suggesting that Mr., Ranjdtham might go on leave
from 1lst June 1948 for one year with pay. The following
és ag extract from the letter of the Secretary of the American

oard:

"Mr, Ranjitham has worked very hard during the last
five years which have been a difficult time in the
life of the country and in the life of the college.
In particular he has done much to build up the

v physical plant of the college and there are several
buildings which will stand as monument to his resour-
cefulness agd energy. This 1s aporeciated by us as
as we know it is by you and fitting recognition should
be given to Mr. Ranjitham for his untiring efforts.

It ;s also fitting that he has some rest with remune-
ration prior to retirement."

Mr., Ranjitham has not applied for leave and his conten-
tion is that the American Board (Boston) cannot force him to
go on leave and that the matter should be considered by the
Governing Qouncil of the College, The President of the
Governing “ouncil issued notice to convene a meeting on
31lst May 1948 to consider the letter of the Secretary of the
American Board, but the meeting -had to be abahdoned as it
was not convened properly. The American Bosrd asked Mr,
Ranjitham to hand over charge on lst June 1948 to Mr,Nainan,
Vice-Principal; Mr. Ranjitham declined to hand over charge.
The trouble began and parallel administration commenced from
1st June 1948.

vr., Ranjitham refused t o hand over charge and he began
to admit candidates; the burser (the Qev.ﬁ.ﬂ.Nolting) réfused
to accept the college fees taken by Mr. Rénjitham; Mr Né%nén
was put up as Principal on the strength of the caéle fédmA
Americd. This ereated confusion and pupils found it diffi-
cult to get the transfer certificates, conduect certificates
etc. On account of pressure the clerks of the office stayed
away and they did not work under Mr, Ranjitham., FPostal letters
addressed to the Principal were held up and the Imperial Bank
refused to honour bills. The atmosphere was really bad -
this situation was created by the American Board (Boston).
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Realising the situation: and the inuonvenience.caused to the
pupils, Mr. Ranjitham applied for leave from th et Jpne
to the 2nd July and handed over charge to Mr. Nainan, Vice-

Principal. This easeé the situation and from the 17%th June
the atmosphere is normal and admissiocns are being made as

usual.

The Governing Council of the College is meeting on the
3rd July to consider the question. Since the situation has
‘become normal, there is no need for the Government to ‘inter-

fere at present.

The College is self supporting and it does not get any
financialhelp at present from America. Thg American,Boag@
pays the salaries of the American Missionaries attached to
the college. In this matter, the American Board has inter-
fered very much and the Government may consider whether it
is not desirable to devieé methods to stop the interference
of the American Board. This is an institution intended
for secular education and the Governing Council of the
College should have complete control over the administra-

tion.

I am enclosing herewith a pamphlet issued by Vr. Ran-
jitham explaining his position.

. /True Copy/ :
for Director of Public Instruction.

9;;1& :
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* P.N.Chamu Nair, B.A., L.T.,
Divisional Inspector of Schools, . SH
Madura Division. - 19th June, '48.

Hespected 5ir,

Ref: American College, Madura - letter dated 16-6-48
from the Hon'ble Minister for Education.
3 —— D o

T have already submitted a report in my letter dated 11-2-48 regarding

the attempts made by the fmerican Board to oust Mr.Ranjitham, from the post

of Principal. The Governing Council of the College, ab its meeting held on

-

' the 31st Jan.'48, agreed thst Mr.Hanjitham might retire from the post at the

end of the Academit year 1948-49. Mr.hanjitham expressed a desire to'retire

and it was accepted by the Governing Council at its meeting held on 31-1-48.

The above resclution of the Governing Council was sent to the American
L0 .

Board (Boston) which exercises a revisionery power over the college

admninistration. ] -

On 13-4-48 the Secretary of the American Bosrd sent a letter to the
President of the Governing Council (The(ﬁev;ﬂhite) suggesting that Mr.Ranji-
them might go on leave from 1-6-48 for one year,.wiéh pay. ‘The following
is an exbract from the letter of the Secretary of the American Board:-

"Mr.Banjitham has worked very hard during the last five years
which have been a difficult time in the 1ife of the country
end in the life of the College. In particulagﬁﬁas done
much to build up the physical plant of the College and there
are several buildings which will stand as monument to his
resourcefulness and energy. This is appreciated by us, as
as we know it is by you and fitting recognition should be
given to Mr.Kanjitham for his untiring efforts. It is also
fitting that he hade some rest with remuneration prior teo
retirement .

Mr.Ranjitham>Has not epplied for leave and his contentiQn is that
the American Board (Boston) camnot force him to go en leave and that the
matter should be considered By the Governing Council of the Col}gge. The
President of thé Governiﬁg Council issued notice to cénvene a‘meeting
on 31=5-48 to consider the letter of the Secretary of the American Board,

but the meeting had to be abandoned as it was not convened propefly. The

fmerican Board, asked lir,Ranjitham to hand over charge on 1-6-48 o
»
Mr.Nainan, Vice-principal; Mr,Hanjitham declined to hand over charge.

The trouble began and parallel administration commenced from 1-6-48,
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ma.ble from Amm’a.ca.. This created confus:Lon and pupils found it difficult

"' " to get the transfer certificates, conduct certificates etc. On account of i

_pi'es:suIE‘ the :eierks?ogf the office stayed away az|1d‘ they did not work under
Mr.Ranjithem, Postal letters adﬁxjje‘ssed‘ to the Principal were held up and

'. the Imperial Bénié:ngfused to honour bills:.. The a‘."c;moéphere was really bad -
’eh,is .sif&ﬁa'bicﬁ was cré'ate&‘by the American Board (Boston). Kealising the
sit,uahf r;,,and the inconvenience caused to the pupils, Mr, Ran31tham applied
for 1eave from the 10th June to the 2nd July’ a.nd handed over charge to Nr.,
Na:i_nan, Vice-principal, This easeditine sibuation and from the 10th June

the atmosphere is normal and admissions are being made as usual.

The Govermng Council of the College is meeting on the 3rd July to :
consider the que»stion-‘,.' Since the situation has_become normal there is no

need for the Government to interfere at Presen’t; K

This College is self supporting and it does not get any financial
héip' at present from America - The .A_m'eiriean Board. pays the salaries of the
B frorican Missionaries attached to ths Golllepey in this matter, the Amerlea.n
Board has interfered very much and the Government may consider whether it -
is not desirable to d:e-va.se methods to stop the i&ﬁeﬁe@eq mterf_erence of the
Mnericsn Board. ‘This fs an institution intended for secular education and the

Governing Council of the
/College should have complete control over the admin:.stratlon.

I am enclosing herewith a pamphle't issued by Mr.Ranjitham explaining
his position. .

Yours sincerely,

/.A". A/z—- q"‘—-‘l
To , ,
The Hon'ble Sri T,5.Avinashilingam Chettiar, M.A.,, B.L.,
Minister for Education, Fort St.George, M 4 D IR 4 3.
Copy submitted to the Director of Public Instruction, Madras, .
-
t ‘ i




o

Sri ARanjitham,l.A. ., 52}
Principal (on leave),

American College,lMadura,

Ponnagaram, I A D U R A.

To
The Hon.Sri T.S.Avinashilingam Chettiar,
Minister for Education,
government of IMadras.

8ir,

Sub: American College High School,Tallakulam,ladura, -
Mismanagement.

The gbove school was started in 1917 as a small middle
school with roof and walls made of coconut thattigs, and
hence it was popularly known as "Thatti School"., For 27 years
under the management of the American Principals of the College
it remgined a ,petty middle school whose very cxistence ge was
often threatened, When I becgme the Principal of the College
in 1942, I developed it and raised it to the status of a High
school in 1944, Buildings and equipment worth a lzakh of =
rupees were put upnduring the last four years. The Americam
Bogré gave me only 19,000 which is only s portion of the cost
reglised by the sale of West Gate High Schoolladura and a
good pertion of the cost is an unearned increment. Feither ¥
the American Board, nor the American Madurs Mission or any
beéds other body connected with the Ifission had even g step-
motherly interest in the Thattil School. It is quite right to
say that the American College High School was built up smrkixx
entirely km out of Indian money. It might be said in fair-
ness that as nobody took any interest in it, I was given a
free hand to develop it. My aim in developing it was to mgke
it a pucea educgtiongl institution adjumct to the Ceollege.
The school developed wonderfully during the last four years.
The strength rose from 400 to 1180, and the income from Rs.
10,000 to Rs.60,000. It is a surplus institution, and net a
coin of foreign money comes to it. At this stage it has be-
come g coveted institution. Individuagls and organisations
which were indifferent before have begus to interfere to its
detriment. I give below a few of the instances:

1. Interference of the American Board: Whatever justifi-
cation it might have 1n the past, 1t has no justification
whatever after 15th August,1947, when ewd our country obtain-
ed independence. Further the American Board dees not give any
subsidy for its support. There arase a strong difference of
opinion between me and the Secretary of the American Board
regarding the object of the School: whereas my obgect ig to
manage it as an educstional institution, the American Board
desires ¥ it to be an agency gfor proselytising. The Secretary
of the American Board came to India last Wovember, and hy
intimidation caused certain changes here and in other Nission
institutions which when fully worked out will result in dire -
consequences. In view of this I resigned my Managership in
1get Msrch, Another person was appointed, whose appointment
was not approved by the Beard as they perhaps fezred that he
would not carry out their wishes. The next attackK was upon the
Headmzster of the High school. For no reason the Bosrd wanis
to relieve the present Headmaster.

2, Since the visit of the ASecretary of the American
Board lgst Hovember, a systematic attempt has been made to
strip off the secular character of the Mission Bducational,
social and Medical institutions and bring them all under
ecclesiagstical control, With the formation of the South India
Church in September,1947, a new office of Bishop has been
created. A foreigner has been gppointed as Bishop. He is gw¥s
grabing for pewer, He edther frightens or removes any Indian
who opposes him or has & semblance of power. Naturally I be-
came an object of his attack for several reasons:

(1) 1 opposed the appointment of a Poreigner as ™
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Bishop especlally after our country becems free.

\ii) I opposed his residence in the College Fouse,
within the Anerican Collepe Campus, This is clear violation
of the conditigns of alienation of the land revenue by the
Government of Magdras,

(1ii) I raised opposition to the Bishop's policy of
bringing all the institutions under ecclesiastical contrcl.

He succeeded in bringing 11 institutions under his
control except the American College and t ke College High
School. The Infidan leaders in the institutions were frighten-
ed into subuission. I was aware of the high priee which I
have to pay LoX opposing the Bishép, Yet I did so Ffor the
sake of pTiHP}Ple- One year legve was forced on me. In my
gbsence the Bishop carrieg g resolution bringing xthe College
High School under his control, Qut of a total strength of
1180 only 136 are Christian pupils, A conscientious Head-
master cannot carry out the policy of the Bishop aznd the
policy of. the Coverngment,

3. The Manzgkng Body of the College and the High School
consists of personigho are directly or indirectly dependent
upon the Foreign Blshop who in turn dependent upon the ameri.-
can Board. The Indian members of the Hanaging Body have
completely lost theirfﬁékgiwbnd are tools ;&ethe hands of %the
Bishop and few foreign missionagries who are Teconciled to the
freedom of our Motherland, &

It is paimfydopainful sight to see the school which T
by deteriorating. It is a Surplus school, 4

individuals are interested in building it futher but
come rorth under the present mismanagement. I,therefor
T that the Government order an enquiry and rectify befo
urther deteriowation sets i, .
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: fours falthfully,
F >

Pounagaram,iladura, { /Z-CQ

3lst July, 1948, | : ﬂza“h

Copy to:
The Director
The Divisiong
Madurs,

3f Public Instruction,ladrys,
1 Inspectsr of School,Madurs Division,
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~ Secretary, E. & P.H. 5

T i i Please see herewith the letter of sSri N.M.B.Subbaraniéri
. |M.L.A., Madura. Two persons seem to be claiming as the Principgl

honlt & s T AHhe VT e L of the American College and have published separate advertisements

] 1}1’33 AT [ This is-a sort of thing which cannot be allowed in an educational

e institution. The D.P.T. may be asked to send for information by

2 s ~ |telegram so that if any action is necessary by Govermment, it may

be taken iiﬁnediatei}. W
L e

H.M. Education, 3
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‘ﬁ Secretary, B. & Pe.Ho ;;7

, 4L1n Please see: herewith a note from Sri P.N.Chamu
wats 0

gﬂ"’""htjf ‘b%’Nalr, Divisional%Inspector of Schools, Madura Division
o= w’ﬂ“' ™oy, %

2 as Q «  about the affairs of the American College, Madura.
f’y{b/ 3 \ . ¢

173( 40 ol 198 ] The points to be considered in this are:

\ 4\ ,,:‘

/4(\,
s
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(i) When there is quarrel betweén two parties 4«

Jo the management, whether the. government have power

to interfere and arrange for the normal working of

the college; and

\ A
b AR L\
(ii) A. on page 2 of the Divisional Inspector's
notes
. E , I w1 w&ﬂ/fmq
;; I see from the letter that thls college
o gflfadrs have somehow been settled though 1ts_prestige

has greatly suffered by this quairel.' But our posi-

4154

tion must be clear when such a quarre%,occuys as

. they may occur in Missionary institutions in the

e S future in view of the changed circumstances in the

eountry and so, we must have the matter examined and

y d""'“ ‘.3 Y T M\{,\ "y RPN, t : :

> ” {i | position made clear. s
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E. & P. H.
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' In the case disposed of at flag 'N',

‘Mspute gﬁ“@ﬁé members of the managing
They also appealdto the High Court. The D.P. I. with-

drew the recognition of Vseesgiingam,mhe&etdz»High

,agjthuﬂﬂzy-and then restored it subsequently. |
School .
//,»1n the present case, recognition may be withdrawn ’”LW
by the University of Madras, as thsaﬁmeniaa¢VMaﬁmum&
Cotdesls the American College, Madura, is an affiliated

The power to grant recognition to a college or

e
- Sy i ted in the | o
withdraw jor suSpendjzunaio@ecognm&wan,fs ves s 1364136 | ¥h o
Senate.- vide Section 4Qq), 16 (10) and 35 (3) of the i dardd

Madras University Act, 1923. The conditions of affilia-

tion are prescribed by statutes. Thede are embodies{
at p.304--307 of the University Calender, Vol.lI. | |

The conditions inter alila that there should be a managing =/ vl v ﬁ?f*?"‘

body 3 that the change inh;he managing body should be‘ |
reported to the Syndicatey that the Syndicate should | ‘ ) b o
pe satisfied with the character and qualiiicaEi?Es and LIt
adequacy of teaching staff and that all on

the teaching staff should be reported to the Syndicate

which shall meet %e requirements of the

o

University and that the institution is subject to - 14
inspection from time to time by one org more persons

appointed by the Syndicate. In~§hﬁs;%§355the questioq
of tegfzfary suspension or withdrawal of recognition | .fzf/

by the Universit
or anyjaction should apparently be taken by v

authorities, with reference to provisions @ited above.

3 _Rule 42 of the crant-In-Aid Code is extracted

below:=

"Roseryation of control DY Government:- As a condition

of the contijvaance of the grant or amwy portion thereof, /Vb /‘E ”;y;’:"‘ gl
ht to prescribe e, efimed it o O
the Govt. reserye to themselves the rig p oy 7@ o |
e tion to be taken by the management ot b 9 ooy |
any particular 1ine of ac IR
uv i Sl SN
in regard to any matter affecting the College |

eSS '1§JL ey C< be@mxl4b7 57'3#1(
Tk < b ]

=)

| R, |
The cuestion is net whether any further actien is necessary in this ',

case. TIn this case, matters have been settled up and no further actien

~J

is necessary but such cases are coming up often and again. T am receiving

many kinds—ef wires and representations with regard to Missien menagements

SRS R SRR
5 "

now. The political changes that havé been brought about have changed the

outlook of the Missionary bodies also and in many Mission institutions,there

\

\ are now quarrels about management, The u® question is whether we can, in the |

interest of the working of the institutions, gimxkm come to any arrangement

a nd ;vhéther we have any power to do so; If we don't have, whether we sheulq

7ta.ke power; If we 'should take power, whether we should change rules and

i ' how'? These po:mts of view may be considered and put up.

g P

ol PR PN SO IS N,

e e T LT A S g it e

=

)ﬁ ~ The powers now exercised by Govt. over colleges under

e

private management are those under rule 42 of the Grant-in-Aig

Code extracted in para 3 on page Q.ante. But sufficient power |

"

‘1s vested in the authorities of the University to interfere

1n the contingencies referred to in H.M.'s minute. In

s the Madras University area_ every college has to satisfy the
el AR U 2

] b L9 (}» 4}15{)’8

M fp 305 o g

C o h AR

yndicate of the University inter alia on the character,
‘qualifications, and adequacy of its teaching staff, the

gcondition of their service, the discipline and supervision

| of its students and such other matters as are essential for

 the maintenance of the tone and standards of University edu-

cation. Every college is subject to inspection from time

Fa"f oA b‘i ?\W A

to time by one or more persons appointed by the Syndicate

3 o o
. in this behalf.. Bvery college inspected, in respect of which

Y c7,.}i-z‘§:; an enquilry has been made by the Syndicate has to take within
v such period as may be fixed, such action as the Syndicate
may specify. A college applying to the University for af

tion, etec. has to give full information regarding the ¢

tutlon and personnel of the managing body,

T TSR }1 :

s U 3
nsti=-
But there dogy 1O
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ol bk i i e Unlverslty I 1n51st‘l e\
iy ecific provision emPowerlng t s, | ,
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