= e PeH- ‘(19433 ) Depaﬁment-

) vis SERIES.

Sectt. II-27-—-50 006—27010-41

Ve
\ /

"\ _ L
\ .
|

[Despatch Abstract.]

~L, ‘}—w /-——{f\»‘?

: g—-uxf:’tﬁfn -

‘ Q/MSfL':Co‘\A -

6%\/\52/\/7

I g min

hﬂ-«wv'?‘tk.xf



vt B3 o 'MADRAS iy P b e M SOOI, |
I B e LRL‘I‘ARIAT oF THE 3.0 s q(o 5 : vt o T
b e LhéISLATURﬂ (AbSEMBLY uECT.LOI‘J) : \)\ , ‘ -
s B 1948 A{ R
8Tz y 5 \
" : Wy | % / R e S LT
B s { - "5'\, " .“", "
A . fs7ARAED. | _ BN \) e
RUM'Y - SrT N.M.R. SU}':%BARAW&N M.L.A., 4 - ko Ve \
| (a8 3 m] PAR‘FI\E"I‘I’. V g o w 4= Sy
| 3 "D TC_A ON 8- PUL’[E::EE). HEATLTH DEER ol . T, e E “ ﬁ“&?’ 1
%% ko .No.a48. ' R T ;
=y Will the Hon. |the Minister for { gy
| Ko ; ' Draft answer. R |
| {_Education_bc plcaﬁgd t? state:- _ S _ ?
| . (a) whother the Gov,t:lnmcn_t b@VC a)m b\): and (c). Ccr*'ain rcp cscnta |
i "g’frcégived any PCPT Cscnta%ibn about tions worc woceived that the 'famil R ]
{1 o g > i -}
B tho rcform of the Tamil acvlpt, script may be reformed so that 1in0—- 5
= (b) if o, whether they arc consi- printing ray be introduccd Tor Tami}‘
‘dering the mﬁfter;;-and ' - p”int% 3. To consgider this mqt*efau
12 | ) = sisting of f
i ' “d:’ + (1) sri DS, Chockalingam, Ed*tOP, f
: \ﬁ>‘h‘ "Dhinagari" (convcncr).» 2N
1N ik (2) $ri R.P® Sctim Pillal, Foad of =/
oo i - the Tanil Deptt. Univc-rsity»f%f;y |
T 8 Hadras. |
2 (3) Sri 8. GOpalan, All India Rﬂdi%_ |
‘. LA B ', {
Wanc (). By ol N. ,-Submmamam. f
‘ The Commit+ec hnvo submitted thﬁiﬁ
*El"rcport, That report 1s undcr cansi
- > L
T 3 deration. . . i
TS o b2 4L : ¥ W 7{] (=
g # /M u - o - /I ‘ %y
Tho %ccpbturiat of the Madras ﬁb»~ » ,J
chid;atuvc(Asscmbly Section) tha v —/
v//// (5 coples).

’ Public(Elco%ions)Dcpt. (1 copy)

o

1 sparc copy -

1
3
~:
|
E
|

=
3
.. . :
F% !
| 3 4 1
5 8
i - l»-g |'t!

o

~‘.
|
i
|
i
!
g
/
|
S
.\» _‘&,w‘



%y A
. -
. i i
) 4
. Ch A
Y' 4 3 -~ §
i 4 p ot
\ e
g ¥
' 13
S Bl
,"
) I
T
i -4 N
4 A _"
-
! g :
|
1)
=
- " + LS
— 50 ¥ A ¥ )
= ' = g
| & = 2
¥
3 4 s
\ » ! Y y = -
’ » R TR
: ) 1 .
- ; : " E ~ - 3
SEs . . bt p .
z ! o =& - A
& g 4 Y i
- - o~
3 ~
B F i : A
" Wi * ! . > - .
i ) . - Wy B |
| 5
) ' =
. ) 1 >
|
. V) i E
; : | -, -
[N i W
4 1 _
- i - . =
i |
- ‘ 1 ' \‘\
> - =
1 ‘ I
_ . | ; 3
4 3
i d
: oy - - { ‘
- 1= 4 -
B ' el f 1= 4y 3
¥ . B ¥
£ 1 1= " - P ; E §
V ) s g N ]
= 3 , 4 . |
o JUNRLARRSEy (BN 3 SR ‘
¥ 1 -
L ) . {7 = |
) y . 0l ot
-
. ¢ SN | — [ '
= & J
- x.
, |
3 ! - 4
- I
~ »
¥ ¢
y v \
\ S »
'
! i




OF
TAMIL SCRIPT

A Committee -consisting of the following four
members was appointed by the Hon’ble Minister for
Education of the Madras Government (with Sril ‘T S,
Chockalingam as Convenor) to consider the question ot
reforming tbc_%Tamil'script to suit the modern require-
ments and make recommendations:

1. Sri T. S. Chockalingam, _
Editor,“Dinasari”” Madras. (Convenor of
the Committee)
2. - Sri R. P. Sethu Pillai,

2 sity ot Madras. '
3. Sri S. Gopalan,
All-India Radio (then Station Director,
Madras)
4. Sri T. N. Subramaniar..

Five mcetings of the Commitiee were held on the
grd, 4th, 1oth, 17th and 24th September, 1947 and all the
four members of the Commuittee attended the meeti s. For
all the meetings of the Committee excepting the firs,
Sri K. P. R. Menon, Deputy Superintendent of the
Government Press, Madras and Sri M. Sambandam,

-

were also present by special invitation.
[t was agreed that the total number of different

*  characters necessary for printing in the l'amil language

should be reduced from the present unwieldy figure and
also that there should be uniformity in the use ol symbols or
signs tor the different characters. The maximum number

of separate characters that could be handled in the
Composing machine was taken as the carget aimed at. This

p:.’e,-rsmft_s a total of 124 characters (9o cn the main magaz ne
and g4 on the side magazine) ol which 29 would be needed
for the various numerals, punctuation marks and other
special signs required lor printing, as per details given in

Repaot of the Committee for the Reform

Head of the Tamil Department, Univer-

Proprietor of M/s Neison & Co., T'ype founders, Madras.
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Appendix I : y :
alphabets. g FeaVlng a balance of g5 for the Tamil

At It was decided that.the most fruitful method of
o lng at the desired result was the separation of the
€l symbols of the vowel consonants as distinct ones and

adoption of these symbols uniformly for the different ‘g

characters;

dvi.scue Vai”OUS.Suggestions and designs were considered and
ey ssed.. The final recommendations of the Committee
€ g1ven hereunder : :

Pure Vowels: a, o) a, Dhs L @i v, 23 u, 29 ;
e ) o ] "
R €s 93 0, 63 0, g;)---No change.

_ 1 (long) s The present form of this vowel is so
leerent from the form of the short vowel that it involves a
strain for the people who are learning the language. 50 it
was agreed that the alterpative form of the long vowel (&)
which is now diopping out of use may be made the
standard torm, 1n place of the existing one.

ci'taLal, gg g au, sperr: A certain amount of confuysion
exists at present in the use of these two diphthong
vowels, some persons substituting ay ( 9yus) and av (219)
4',01".4 these two But it is necessary to retain these as separate
vowels A consonant character (ar) is being used as an
additional symbol to denote the diphthong vowel au (M)
and this leads to a certain amount of confusion. Lt was
decided to change the character (ar) so as to make It
cjnstmct (ex). - - - 2
~_ Pure consonants: Even though a considerable reduc-
tion in the number of characterscould be had by separaling
the dot on the tep of the pure consonants, it was decided
that this would be a radical change and it was therelore
agreed that separate characters should continue o be used
with the dot on top as an integral part.

Vowel symbols of vowel covsonants :

_.a (long) w, This is used for all consonants exCept
D.n and r (ewr, em, M) for which separate symbols indr
cating the vowel consonants as a whole are used. [ was

decid.e.d that the symbol (o ) be used for these three also
for unitormity, ,

s etn (s® ) : Similarly the symbol for gi is used for all
racters except n, n, | and I ( -3, a1, 60 aF ). [he

(%

p s \\

5

(3) /

same principle to be applied here also and uniformity

maintained.

i,i. (B, ™) : The symbols for denoting the vowels i, -

short and long, are at present attached as ligatures to the
existing consonant forms. These may be separated and
this would result in a considerable saving of the characters.
Several designs were considered and it was considered that
the existing ones after separation are easier for use. These
would fit in with all the consonants, exceptt (1L ) which
has an opening at the right. But this could not be avoided.

u, u, (2, 2m): At present separate characters are
used for each vowel consonant of these two varieties _and
there is also no uniformity ol the symbols. Various designs
were considered and none were found suitable, except
those used tor the Grantha character (™=, ® ). 1t these are
adopted, there will be a considerable saving of characters.
But it was considered that this would be a radical change
that might create difficulties, 1n tke adoption of the
recommendations. Lt is therefore suggested that this change
may be introduced at a later stage when it is thought that
there would not be any difficulty in the adoption.

e, e 0, 0,aU (51.6F, 6@, 69, PAT ): The existing oDes,
after the adoption of the distinct symbol of au (er) ta
distinguish 1t trom the consopant torm, may be conlmu_ed.

The five grantha characters g, o, a0, @V, 2 which
have already come into popular use are (o be retained.

The total number ol keys that would now be
required to accommodate for the above will be as follows:

Vowels 12 9 3 B s 2, 2N
or o W PP Y
o) u-J'Qilb I g
Consonants 18
Pure consonants 18 ‘
Vowel marks 6 1. 9.° 6. G,
iy, B etc. 18
For, B etc. 18
22, O, OV QD) 3o 5
?j%a 6).;” i, am, Jag 5
- 9, 2
60y 'c_ﬂ_ﬁ, @ lﬁr’ o b
108




(4)
But the tota] figure of 108 arrived at above, is already
ess of the total of 95 available.

It is therefore suggested that the following need not
be Provided in the magazines of the Composing machine
ut provided separately as pi.

in exc

2 9. sw, am, Fap 5
2 0, o, oy anp. 5
. @ 2
(Which are practically not used)
DKW L
kS

We have so far considered only about the existing
characters. But the present characters are not sufficieut to
€xpressother more important sounds which have come 1ntc
use 1o meet the growing needs of the language. This very
question was discussed some seven years ago by another
Committee, representing various interests and in which
three members ot the present Commiitiee were also memlrers.
It was then decided that provision should be made to dewsote
the soft sounds of the hard consonants k, t, th and p (i.e, g
d, dh and b) as also fand z. It was then aggeed - Lhat
Instead of creating new characters for these, the following
€xisting ones may be used with the addition of an underline
to denote their softness.

G Tl T

d db bt Tz
 This suggestion was brought into use by all the Tamil
Daily Papers immediately. But 1t slowly fell into djsuse
U€ to various reasons.

It was decided by the present committee tha! the
Suggestions may again be adopted now. For this, I2
Dew characters would be required (six for ordinary c¢nso-
nants and six for pure consonants with dot on top).

No provision is made separately for the characteys of
vowel consonants y, long and short, of these six, so that
the symbols = apnd -9 may be used for these and this will
for the present show these as distict from the ordipary
characters, apg also pave way for the use ot these u syn; bols

un_lctiormly tor all the characters at a |ater stage, by tamili-
ariing them from now onwards.

above

(5)

By adopting the above suggestions, ?5"(:2?/2(:;?(18
would be required to be prqvnded for as p!zines ki
above the 124 characters provided in the ma\gan bk
composing machine. But when the suggeguot e
uniform symbols for the vowel signs of u, s orth e
in the vowel consonants 1nstead of retammgb € e
torms is given eifect to, then all these could De Ipcrw AR
in the composing machine itself, even leaving a
spare for any other extra sign.

: ike to
Before concluding the report, we would
mention the special belp rendered by Sri M. Sambatmdtat?;
of Mys. Nelson & Co, Type tounders, Madras d(;si o
Committee by supplying the members with VarzlfDUS thgém
for discussion, preparing typecasts and furnishing and
with passages printed, side by side 1n i CXIS“[l])ge uty
proposed types and by Sri. K. P. R. Menon, : z'm
Supennlendant, Government Press,. Madras 1n at[ e(ri]viceg
all the meetings and giving us technical and expert a :

(Sd.) T. S. CHOCKALINGAM,
Convenor, 10 2-48.
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characters required for numerals, punctua- 3 £ ¢ P Magazines Main & Side
Sand other special signs required for printing. Sy 3 @ :
Numera) i 9y <2 Z)> & |
P:merals: 1,2, 3,45 6, 7> 83 9, 0 " , 2 _, @57—?’)67- o, Y g
C n 2 ” - 4 ‘
s nctuation marks , 5 : . | 7 =’ ‘. B - P 7
Paces ( Em, En, Thin) 8 T e, =, @,
@, G, e, Gy By

Lead
er
Paranthesis &, Fy (& T
(hly 5,

Bracket
13 2
Riﬁregszbmark : | éF(T T = =
5 s gl @h, @), Shl. DI
. ” 10, ks (B (5, G B

29 00Ty 600T. 89, ST s g, o
- bl s By Sl. Sy /

5 By 51, DT
t { y I_'], Ly l—l’ é«j’)’
[

. Total
tron mark

-

N = N N ~w o

I
Is

{ { LDy LD, Py Py
s Wi, Uty ] Why
ey iy 0. @ €D Gl B,

i 6D, 6V, @Y. GV o, 8 3 B

: 51 Co? O
1y @, @, R, . il
0y {. 9 F5psy TP -

| 1 P o @ g &%, O
‘ .; P sy o,
“ ,Q'), ,/_7) C@l/’ Oﬂl“T’ on , @D,
: 601, GOTy GO)y GOT -

? L5, Gg. @, 187, &, ‘i :
f . Numerals .. 10
’ 1 Punctuation Marks .. 8 55
Spaces . 3

- Leader P |
' Paranthesis 2
Bracket & 2

Em dash |
\. Reterence Marks. w2

124

Printed at Naya i P -
leevan Press, 2 A, Poonamal} j Road, Madr
M S. 556—Copies 100. 25— 4580 °° .
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To use the machine with main magazine
Y We suggest the following arrangement.
- g

Pi

HE . BIF oYy,

,/19, rLD o”u'
eoF. o0r gy, .
Numerals . 10
unctuation Marks 4
Spaces S0 k)
L. eader R |
Paranthesijg D
Em dash eyl W
90

% O\ TEL

b, &bl, &bl (B,
oD, DIT- FT, Il
LT Wh &5, G,

Dpe A W . T,
.ﬂ;‘, “b, o%,

L

D1, @I,

£3. B &b, gp.
5’12';?” "5"3)729
P
6D, &,
2D 2D,

Wb, 629, G, @,
Reference Marks.. 2

— —— .

53




?ﬁﬂ to go 1nto'the mat;er of ' the reform of the Tamil Seript. ey
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B ' ' The p01nt ﬁéythat Tamil has so many letters nearly 248 just 1

[ N f now today and un%ss the I@tters of a 1anguage are brought? ?l ,
) ‘ U Nl (e Ry

within the operatlon ﬁf,ﬁft%é-llln{ e progress of the language

is 11m1ted. ‘J‘hth th1 ‘end in view, certalm,lmépresentationo

‘were raceived by me tmt we must undertake to reform the

i

Tam11*Scnipt and th‘a’*t, it can be dane in an acceptable ;t‘crm

!appomted ‘the Comm1ttee oons: stmg orf *

e

we@qﬁ@l.&he questien rnay be as follOWS‘
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whether the Government have received amy TePresCRE

L about the reform of the Tamil seript; a _
~ (b) if s0, whether they are considering the matter; an : b
(9) if s0, what their conclusion is? Ay

HR Hon. Srr T. 8. AVINASHILINGAM CHETTIYAR:
iy ‘(“)_ to (c) Certain representations were recelve
Tamil script may be reformed so that Lino printing
uced for Tamil printing. Mo consider this T
ment ] ted a o ,consisti]ég Of‘
7 br LT o)

8) Sri 8. Gopalan, Alll
. Subramaniam. The Conim
ubmitted their I‘EPOI't. That I‘e‘port iS under COIIS]...]‘“

Srt N. M. R, SUBBARAMAN : ¢ Will the Goveﬁl
pleased to place the report of the (ommittee on the ta :9
House? d _ T%

- Tun Hox. Smr 1. 8. AVINASHILINGAM CHETTD
** No Sir, not just now. It ds just now under cO_llSI‘v:
o Allhe Government have not decided what to do with it

ﬂj.i‘fl(OHAMED ABDUL SALAM SAHIB BAHADUR : —
the G

fovernment include one or two Members of this House i
Committee? ” | o BE
~ Tas How. Smx T. S, AVINASHILINGAM CHETTIYAR: =
- ' The report has already been submitted, Sir.’ 8
. M. MUHAMMAD ISMAIL SAHIB Bamspur:—'" Sir, e
know whether the Government is convinced that a _‘F“ff“r E
X sary so far as il seviptis concerned? *? e

o ms Vb can® 748 -




