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No 977—D—VII/48-5 dated 4th June 1548,

: Cura tor, Madras Record Office,
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5/ A N\Sub: - Indian Historical Records Commission - Research anﬂ
- _ | 4 1o @\ . Publication Committee - 12th Meeting te be held at
| | o Ll ) *W. '\ Delhi - July 1948.

: f.- Education and Public Health Department Hemor
' ‘No.29185/48-C2 Edn. dated 18th May 1048, ‘\

In the Memorandum cited above, I have been asked to apply for -
permlssion to attend the meeting of the Research and Publication Com-
I mittee at New Delhi after the receipt of the agenda of the meeting.
( . A Perhaps the intention of the Government 1s that I need not attend the
oy, meeting if'there 15 nothing important in the agenda relating to this
: Provinee. But I may point out that the agenda for the tenth meeting
of the Research and Publication Committee held last year on the 8th of
; ¥arch was actually received by me only on the 4th of March 1947. Perhape
W this year also the agenda may similarly be received here late, in which
| : . may not have sufficient time to obtain the Government's permission
t ©o arrange for Rallway accommodation,
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ication Committee to be eld at Delni
_ A copy of the agenda h also been.
inee(s) of your Government/Ifstitution,
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Your most obedient servant,

éyﬁN Sow

(s.NTSW/ .

Seeretary,

G=11e6,48( 100 copies)-D,

Historical Records Commission residing in Deihi,

gl AGENDA of the twelfth meeting-of the [ )’
Nl b ‘ Research & Publication Committee to -
be held at New Delhi on the 10th July,
1948,

1. Reconstitution of the Local Records Sub-Committee,

'Under para 2 of the cons%itution of the Indian Historical Records

Commission as Iately amended by the Government of India in their

2, Resolution No.F.92-20/47-E.I. dated the 20th November 1947, the

Local Records Sub-Committee was reconstituted to advise the

.ibirector of Archives, Gevernment of India, en such matters connected

with the work of the National Archives of India as may be referredx

to it, consisting of the following s=

l. The Educational Adviser to the Governmeﬁt of India,
Ex-officie Chairman,

2+ A'nominee of the Ministry of States,
Government of India, :

Slarhl Corresponding or ASsociate member of the Commission
ordinarily residing in Delhi Province selectegd by the
Government of India.

- 4. Director of Archives, Government of India,

. Bx=officio Secretary.

The Sub=-Committee as‘reconstituted has not starteq functiohing

yet as the Ministry of States has not so far noﬁinated'any representa-
tive to serve pn.the Sub-Comﬁittee and‘alsdbbecause thére is no |
Correspondihg or Associate member of the Indian HiStoricai Records

Commission at present in Delhi whose name could be recommended for

y appointment. It is however extremely desirable that the Sub-Commitgee

should resume its activities without any further delay and as there

is littlé chance of'associating with it any member of the Indian

it seems imperative
that the constitution of the Local Records Sub<Committee should be

SO0 modified as to enable it to function without s member of the

Commission., There is another important point which has to be
considered in this connection., With the termination of the Office
of His Excellenecy the Crown Répresentative,.the distinction which
used to be maintained so long between the “"Crown" ang the "Federaln
has ceased to have any validity, The need for associating a nominee

of the Ministry of States which is concerned with the Late Political
Depgrtment ,,, |
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requirements of the Sub-Committee..

TR

t

Department records in the custody of the National Archives of India,& : ,
therefore no longer exlsts, As the function of the Sub-Committee . ,
will be to leok after the records of all the Ministries of the
Government of India, 1t will be more useful to assoc1atc with this
body a Minlstry Wthh is directly concerned w1th the administrative
procedure followed in all the agencies of the Government of India.

A nominee of the Ministry of Home Affairslwill the;efore meet the

| o Aslfor‘the non-official member

the cbject would:be be§t served if a membef of the Central Legislature
is associated with the Sub-Committee. It is the;efore suggested that
the—Sub-Committee should be reconstituted with the following :i-

(a)

Educational Adviser to the Government of Indla,
‘Bx- offic1g Chairman.

3

A nominee of the Ministry of Home Affairs (should preferably
be a Deputy Secretary of that Ministry).

(b)

A member of the Central Legislature nominated by the
Government of India.

(e)

(d)

Director of Archives, Government of India,
;-officio Secretary,

Representation of States which have _grged themselves into the
adjoining Provinces or into new Politlcal bodies.

2e

Under paragraphs 1(A)(iii) and 1(C)(1)(c) of the revised Constitu-
tion of the Indian Historical Recerds Commission, the Commission as
well as its Research & Publication Committce is to include onc nominee
each of such States acceding to the Dominion of India. It would
logically follow from the above that such States as haye since the
issve of the revised constitution taken steps to merge themselvesk
in an adjoining Province or to form part of new Political bodies_and
have thus lost their separate identities will automatically cease

to have dny right to be represented either on the Committoe or on

the Commission., On this view the membership of such persons as havc
been nominated by the States affected by the merger should be regarded
as having been terminated with effect from the date of the changes
their rights being inherited by the Unions to which they may have

In that case it is the Unions which should be invited to

as the case

acceded.

send representatives to the Commission and the Committee

may 500

\

s

)

‘chapters of - the history of the country as a whole,

; .
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‘may be, according to the provisions laid down in the - constltutiono
It is now for the con51deration of  the Committec A 1n the view of
the above considerations the relevant paragraphs of the constitution

should be suitably amended,

Preservation of the Archives belonging to the States and other
Units affected by the recent political and territorial changes.

3o

The decisiqn taken by a number of Indian States to merge them-
selves into the adjoining provinces or to form part of new political
bodics have'brought into being a very difficult archival problem

which the Research & Publication Committee of India must face and

" try to solve, if it is desired that the archives of the defunct bodies

are not irretrievably lost to posterity. As there is grave danger

of these records being divided among several authorities or dispersed,
1t is desirable that the Committee should formulate definitive

proposal in respect of them for the consideration of the Government

of India,

A4

4. Centralisation of Divisional, Distriet and Sub-Divisional Reeords.,

The records created or possessed by the various autheritics it
the Head Quarters of D1v1510n59 Districts and Sub-Divisions qnd
similar Administrative divisions in the Provinces and the St tes
have not so far received the attention they deserve from expert
archivists. Not only do these records form a valuable source of

information on local history but they help to illumine many obscure

Their valuc =as

,evidence of history is as a rule hardly understood by their presecht

custodians and, in consequence they have allowed to remain

in neglect

for many years. Many of the collections are badly arranged and are
in an advanced state of decay. It is therefore very necessary that
steps should be taken to provide for their better preservation and
upkeep. The best way to deal with this problem would perhaps be ®o

concentrate all records of this category in the central repository

of the Provincial or Statc Government as the case la} as soon as they
have ceascd to be required by their owners for administrative
purposes. The advantages of such policy are too obvious to require

elucidation. (1) A central repository with a professio
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in a far better-position to carc for any local recérdé than are many &
of* the unsafe record rooms througﬁout the country, the more so as

the local officials have no officisl training for their work énd the
pfessure of current business is too great to enablc them to pay any
attention to the reeords. (2) A centralised depository faeilitates
research and the advancement of knowledge, "as its library and reference
collection and thg technical knowledge of its staff can be of consider- X
able assigtance to those working with thec recorads. Eveﬁ the local
histo?ian are serbed better in a Central repository than in the District

or Sub-=Divisi : /
ub=-Divisional offices, because it enables him to refer to similar

or related groups of records that are of vaiue to hime.

5. Bartitioning of Assam Government Rquigg.

It is learnt from a letter ffom,thg Registrar, Assam Civil Secre-
tariat that steps have been taken by the Provincial Government to
partition t?eir records with the Eastern Pakistan and that somé of the
separated records have already been despatched to the Government of E
Eastern Pakistan. It may be mentioned in this connection that the
Research & Publication Committee at its Jaipur meccting held in February

1948 strongly opposed the principle of partitioning archival collections!

and recommended that steps should be taken to maintain the integrity

- ®
" of Series at all cost (Resolution VIII). Regarding e s e

partition of Bengal Government records in particular, the Committee
recommended (Resolution IX) that the Government of West'Bengal Shnuid

consult the local Regional Survey Committee beforc arriving at any

decision regarding division of their records with the Eastern Pakistan

Ls the same Reglonal Survey Committee is also functioning for the
province of Assam, it would be desirable to give the same directive

to the Assam Government also in respect of partitioning of their recoras

Proposals by Dr Y.K.Deshpande re: provision of travelling allowance

6
to_one member of the Regiongl Survey Committoe conducting survey work.

In order to have a common practice in all the Regional Survey

committees, 1t is proposed that a member of the Committee.should be
wed actual e s : ‘ : ' L)
5110 A expensc;, whenever he goes out in the province for the
ok connect i > : |
WOT ed with the search of historical documents from the private

custody or l : ;
5 4 from public’' records; the 1ist of sctual expenses should be
supported o

o o o

' gapported by the vouchers whenever available or by a certificate

. to the item of search of documents.

" be advisable to have a fixed scale for travelling allowance.

A Db LB S
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evidencing that the amounts were spent as per details in the list. _;

EXPLANATORY NOTE - Whenever a member leaves his headquarter

and goes out for the purpose of a work connected with the search

of historical documents, he is required t§ spend some amount on
travelling by road or réil. It is justifiable to charge such amounts
For the present it would not

In order

@p have a common practice in all the Committees in the country it

Would be useful to have a resolution of this Committee for the

\

guidance of the Survey Committee.

SECRETARY'S NOTE - According to the present terms of the

Government grant to the'Regional Survey Committees there is no specific
provision for travelling. allowance to the members- but the 'contingent
gxpenses' has been made flexible enough to cover all unavoidable

expenses incurred in search of manuscripts. Besides the question is

to be dealt with comprehensively by the Subfcdmmittee appointed in

accordance with the Resolution IV of the 11th Meeting of the Research
and Publication Committee which is to prepare a five year plan of wmk

‘work for the Regional Survey Committees.
. i 4 5

7. Facilities to be accorded by the Provincial Governments and Stztes
to the members of the Regional Survey Committees in their survey

~works &nd to prevent destruction of records.

It is proposed that the provincial governments or states should
e . Deputy Commissioners
be requested to direct the @ommissionergfCollectors} and other officers
concerned in their provinces to give facilities for the nominees of
the Regional Survey Committees when they visit the record rooms in

their offices for the purpose of search and inspection of the historical

documents. It is further proposed that. the provincial goyernments and
P g

the states should direct their officers concerncd not to eliminate the
records or to destroy the documents which are considered not worth
preserving, before they have been inspected by the representatives

of the Survey Committees.

EXPLANATORY NOTE - In the district records or in the Commissioners’

records the work of elimination goes on at regular intervals and certain

nsidered unworthy of preservation for

- -t aad 4+ 3 xre
administrative ..

documents which are not co
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administrative purpose have been found to possess historical value.
It is~é great loss to the cause of history if such documecnts are

destrpyed without any discrimination. The members of the Regional

. Survey Committee carry on the work of search of historical documents

and of their preservation. - If the directions as stated in the

resolution have been issued to the officers‘concerned, mhch historical

\

material which would otherwise be lost, would be saved as to help

4

the cause of history, -

SECRETARY'S NOTE - Resolution VII of the Travancore meeting

- (1942) of the Research and Publication Committee recommended that

the Provincial Governments'and States be requested to afford ali
facilities to the Regional .Survey Committees conducting survey works.
The same resolution also urged the Survey Committees to explore the
ways  and means for the prevention  of unwarranted destruction of
historical papers in addition to theif usual survéy works . Reéolutiog'
V of the Aligarh meeting (1943) while recommending the creation 6f

ad hoc Committees in the prﬁvinces rei%erated_the‘same facilities

from the Provincial and State Govermments. Most of thevPrQVincial
Governments ;nd a number of States have agreed to afford the facilities
asked for. The Indian Historical Recofds Cgmmiésion at its Travancore
‘Session (1942) also urged the Government gflIndia.to amend Act III .
of 1879 re: prevention of destrucfion of useless records. The

Government of India though they thought that the time was inopporfﬁne

- for any fresh legislation, made a general appeal to the Provincialx

and State Governments requesting theﬁ to get their records examined
by competent experts €.g. their nominees on the Indian Historical
Records Commission, before the records are destroyed(please see

conspectus, pp,llb, part III, THRC Procs. Vol, XX and pp.126~27,;
pte III, Vol, XXI). The question of a comprehensive legislation

on the subject has been taken up by the Government of India,

8. Io consider the report of the Sub=Committee apno;nted’iﬁ accordance

with Resolution IV of the 11tnh meeting of the Research & Publicakion

Committee re: the five-year plan of work of the Regional Survey
Committees in the provinces. ‘

9., To receive the report of the Sub=Committee appointed in accordance
with Resolution IV of the 23rd Session of the Indian Historical
Records Gommission re: Centralisation of Records.

10.' Any other éubject which may be brought before the meeting.

G D8 A8 L2000 (SRR S ) S s Sl L) AR . el i Li_ﬂéﬁr‘”_r*t'h'_- Rl v
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No.F.2-3/48-C
INDIAN HISTORICAL RECORDS COMMISSION,
(National Archives of India).
NEW DELHI, the 17th June, 1948,

!

Indian Historical Records Commission -
23rd Session, 1946 - Resolution IV re:
Conservation of all the records of
historic as distinguished from current
importance.

Dear Sir,

I write to inform you that in accordance with
the recommendation made by the Indian Historical Records
Commission in the Resolution IV pPpassed at its 23rd Session
held in Indore the Government have been pleased to agree
that a Committee should meet to consider the question
of conservation of all the records of historic importance
in the custody of the Provincial Governments and to nominate
you as a member of the Committee. It has been further
decided that the Committee should meet at the National
Archives of India, New Delhi, on the 8th July 1948
at 10,00 AM., to enable it to submit its report to the
Research & Publication Committee which is to hold its
twelfth meeting on the 10th July. Copies of the

Session of the Commission together with a copy of the
letter addressed by the Government of India to the ’
Provineial Governments are enclosed herewith for

your information.

\§\3 aa\ij\“‘relevant extracts from the proceedings of the Indore
AW "L
f ~

As you are expected to attend the twelfth
meeting of the Research & Publication Committee, it is
considered that you will not have to incur any extra
expenditure on travelling, etc., to participate in
the meeting of this Committee and the question of
meeting your travelling ete. allowance therefore
does not arise.

As the subject for discussion is a very important
one you are requested to let me know if you are attending
the meeting.

Yours truly,

Sd/- SeN.Sen
Rao Bahadur Dr B.S.Baligay M.A,,Ph.D,,
(London)
Curator, Madras Record Office,
Chittoor.

Secretary,

NO .F02'3/484 e
INDIAN HISTORICAL RECORDS GOMMISSION
NEW DELHI, the 17th June, 1948,

A copy of the above letter together with enclosures is forwardeq
to the Government of Madras (Education & Public Health Department Madras)

tion.
for informa By order,

S (ROX

for Seeretary.
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Resolution by Dr. R. (. Majumdar.

¢ . ts

That all the pre-Mutiny records in the custody of the local Government

be placed in charge of the Sj,[mpe:irals ngcor d Department and be made & central
subject for Ltih'ec,PurPOSB of administration.

. Baplanatory Note.—Tt w tter of convenience to AL 1:h-e
records which are nof necesoslz;g ?Sr‘%h?apresent day 3dmi’?1§tratmn bt rm:i
important for historical purposes be placed under the supervision ofy Ce? - 1
authority. This would ensure a uniform method of preservatlon and' (i%fua
facilities of inspection. Af present some local Governments are Very mI 3}"
ent to the proper preservation of these records and the Governmens o ;cai
have no means of controlling them. It should be remembered that the,hol
records are now of general historical importance and concern India as a W 0:
rather than the particular province where they are kept, and t}ley should 0o
be left at the tender mercy of any local Government which might not realise
their importance and their own duty in respect to them.

In the absence of Dr. Majumdar the resolution was formally moved by
Dr. N. K. Sinha. -

The Chairman remarked that the subject involved important issues and
did require careful examination. :

The Secretary observed that he had already discussed informally some o
the impliCHtionsr’:)f the proposal with the Solicit)or to the Government of India.
The latter was of opinion that most of the provincial records were‘the lagal
property of the proyineial Governments but a workable understan'dlng could
be arrived at by mutual agreement between the Centre and the provinces.

The Secretary then placed before the meeting the following note by
Dr. K. K. Datta who could not attend the meeting: '

“It would" be advisable to circulate Resolution_No._ 2 to all Prqvmmal
Governments for their opinions regarding it before it is con-
sidered by the Commisson.” Mo ST

Professor Potdar sucge: . items No. 2 and 6 shou e considere
together as they wereS iﬁ%::::{latzlc{&g;o t: 1certuin extent. He was further of’t;na
opinion that many of the difficulties which were impeding t‘he quk of 1'eseale}1
scholars could be avoided if the provinces set up Records Commissions of their
own on the lines of the Indian Historical Records Commission.

Professor D. N. Banerjee suggested that a clause providing that ~the
records were to be treated as a cgentral subject should be included in the pro-
posed new constitution for India.

Dr. N. K. Sinha stated that the resolution did not aim at the phsyical
transfer of the provincial records to the Imperial capital. Its main object, so
far as he could see, was to place the historical records under Centrgl cont}rol,
just as the ancient monuments had been made a Central subject, ‘.V‘th & VIEw
to ensuring a uniform policy all over the country with regard to official archives.

The Chairman also observed that he did not interpret the 1esolution as .
aiming at the transfer of provinecial records bodily to De]bx.

The Secretary said that he had a talk with Dr. - Majumdir b'efmi'? ighe reso-
lution was tabled and he was in a posifion to state that the. mover's mte'nhon
had been correctly interpreted by the Chairman and Dr‘. Smha,: In splt-e_of
repeated requests from the Commission most of the provinces failed to prov1'd_e
for the preservation of their records and to extend to research scholars fn(:}h-
ties available at New Delhi. Better results were expected if the initiative
was taken by the Central Government. ;

The Chairman then called upon Dr. Saletore to explain the implications
of the resolution that stood in his name.
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4, Rec\qmme-ndat.ions of the Research and Publication Committee during the
% Indore Session i
Secreﬁé.ry then read out the resolutions passed by the Research and Publi-

cation (ommittee and these were approved, ©

Resolution III.—This Commission approves the recommendations of the
Liesearch and' Publication Committee and commends them to the Government
of India. ‘ .

Resolution 1.\—This Committee approves the action taken on the resolutions
passed by the Research and Publication Committee at its Seventh and Eighth
Meetings held at Peshawar and New Delhi, respectively. !

Resolution 2.—(5) This Committee recommends that the following gentle-
wen be appointed to edit the last 3 volumes under Scheme I of the Five-year
Publication Programme;—

1. Brigadier H. Buligck. 0.B.E., Simla. /

2. Principal Sita Ram'Kohli, M.A., F.R. Hist.S., Jind State.

3. Dr. Yusuf Husain Khan, D.Litt. (Paris), Hydérabad-Deccan.

(b) The Committee further recommends that the following gentlemen be
appointed to edit the volumes returned by two editors previously appointed:—

1. Dr. 8. N. Das Gupta, M.A., D Litt., Lucknow. e
2. Dr. Indu Bhusan Banerjee, M.A., Ph.D.,_' Calcutte, -

Lesolution 3.—This Committee recommends that the rvecords of the Gov-
ernment of India and the provincial Governments prior to 1901 be thrown open
to bonafide research students and that the Governments concerned may be
moved to transfer all records including Crown records up to 1901 to the custody
of th» recorq offices under them. y B

Resolution 4.—Resolved that the Government of India be now pleased to
undertake suitable legislation for preventing unwarranted destruction and ex-
pori of historical documents and manuscripts from India, ag recor_nmended in
the post-war reconstruction scheme approved by the Indian Historical Records
Commission at its Udaipur Session. '

Resolution 5.—Thié committee recommends that all future publications
of Gevernment of India be printed in sufficient number (at least 500) so as to
meet possible demands for a period of 20 to 30 years.

Resclution 6.—This Committee recommends that the provineial que?n-
ments should be requested to publish the list of members of the provineial
and ad hoc Regional Survey Committees in the provincial Gazette for public
information, : _ i % ,

Resclution 7.—(a)This Committee appreciates the services of the Collector
of Tanjore. Mr. T. 8. Ramachandran, Mr. K. R. Srinivasan and the Honorary

Secretary, Tanjore, Saraswati Mahal Library in rescuing the Tanjore records
from destruction and conveys its thanks to those gentlemen.

(b) The Committee also recommends that these records should be removed
to the custody of the Tanjore Saraswati Mahal L}'brm'_v.

(c) The Committee further recommends that an adequate grant be made
for indexing and cataloguing these records and that the Madras Government
consider the’ matter sympathetieally. . "w)

5, Wider research facilities and better preservation of official records in India,

(Bxtraét from the Proceedings of the Eighth Meetine of the Research and
Publication Committee held at New Delhi on the 2nd March 1946.)

/
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Resolution by Dr. B. A. Saletore.

It is suggested that the Imperial Government may be requested by the
Indian Historical Records Commission to approach His Majesty the Emperor
with a request that His Majesty may be graciously pleased to confer npon
the Commission a Royal Charter and the Secretary of the Commission may

be authorised to take such steps as may be necessary for the purpose.

Dr. Saletore observed that in placing the resolution before the Committée
he had been guided by no other motive than that of securing for the Comunis-
sion a status similar to that enjoyed by the Royal Society in England and of
enhancing the prestige in official as well as public estimation. He pointed out
that the Commission had been in existence for over 27 years and had passed
more than 250 resolutions on various vital problem relating to archives but
il many instances without any tangible effect. He was definitely of the view
that the veceipt of a Royal Charter would not only enhance the prestige of
the Commission but also secure for it a better hearing from the ‘Governments
concerned.

The resolution was seconded by Dr. Bisheshwar Prasad who called atten-
tion to para. 12 of the Seventh Schedule of the Government of India Act
1935 (p. 891) and observed that that para. did provide for the establishment
of an effective control on all' matters relating to the administration of historieal
records and conduct of research among records in the provinces.

Professor Potdar, Dr. K. N. V. Sastri, Dr. Duarte, Professor J. C.
Talugdar. Dr. Bisheshwar Prasad and Dr. Saletore participated in  the
discussion that followed.

Eesclution I1.—This Committee recommends that a Sub-Committee be
seb up with Sir John Sargent as the Chairman and Dr. R. C. Majumdar,
Professor D. V, Potdar, Rao Bahadur C. S. Srinivasachari, Dr. B. A. Saletore,
Dr. Yusuf Husain Khan and Dr. S. N. Sen as members to consider the reso-
lutions tabled by Dr. Majumdar and Dr. Saletore, The Sub-Committee should
take into consideration the financial, administrative and legal implications
of the resolutions. ]

4 note by Mahamahopadhyaya D. V. Potdar.

‘1) The question raised by Dr. R. C. Majumdar is veally a very important
one and deserves to be examined in a spirit of thoroughness. He rightly
éiphasises the necessity of ‘‘a uniform method of preservation’’ and “‘equal
facilities of inspection’”. Hig complaint that some local Governments. who
h.a‘ve control of important records ‘‘are very indifferent to the proper preserva-
tion of these records'’ will also be amply borne out.

The remedy suggested by him namely that ‘‘all pre-Mutiny records in the
custody of local Governments be placed in charge of the Imperial Record
Department and be made a central subject for purposes of administration’’
needs however a further and a closer examination.

That the Central Government, especially of late years has been following
& very liberal policy, which deserves the grateful thanks from all students of
history, constitutes no ground, whatsoever for assuming that the same policy
will be continued in future. At present, the Central or Imperial Records are
entirely controlled by the Executive of the Government of India. Scholars
of history have no guaranteed control over the policy that the Executive raay
follow. Hence it is in the first place of utmost importance for us to have a
structure in which students and scholars vitally interested in the pre-Mutiny
or rather the pre-World-War No. T records have a directive and controlling
hand. The Indian Historical Records Commission has no doubt proved itself
to be a very useful and valuable body and under the able guidance of Dr. §. N.
Sen, the Director of Archives and the Hon'ble Dr. Sir John Sargent has
developed its activities on sound and approved lines. Fven 80, it ean not be



forgotten that that body is

enough. We must have an agency which can enforce its decisions and Shape

the policy in this behalf. The suggestion of a Royal Charter has some &btrac-
tion in it from this point of view.

merely an Advisory Body. This is surely rot

b But in view of the impending chanRes in
the constitution of the future Government of India, a Royal Charter miy not
go very fZ}r- Ins‘bead a suitable. legislative provision, raising the status Of the
Ind_la:n Historical Records Commission may go far enough to strengthén our
position. Unless and until, therefore this most vital consideration is satis-
factorily settled it would not be justifiable and desirable to agree to the entire
transfer of control from provincial Governments.. '

(2) Concentration of all historical records at one place as suggested by
some has few advantages and more disadvantages. The volume of material
to be handled would be too stupendoas and difficult to manage, though perhaps
such a measure may prove more economical, both for the official and non-
official .suies. Such a concentration would easily expose itself to total destruc-
tion, either from elemental attacks like earthquakes and lightening ot from
h11g1an attacks like accidental or intentional fires and enemy bombing. Further
it is a matter of common experience that those who are fortunate encugh to
be at or near the centre always get more attention and help and those separat-
ed by long distance are likely to be forgotten and neglected if not unjustly
treated. We cannot afford to ignore such possibilities in any scheme We will
have to consider. :

(8) To ensure smooth and harmonious working we must be careful to
avoid rousing provincial opposition or wounding provincial sentiments as far
as possible and be just and fair to all interests concerned.

(4) It must be clearly realised that we are on the verge of constitutional
changes of a vast magnitude ‘and of a vital nature. The present distribution
of provinces and their delimitation will not continue for long. Be that, as ib
may, 80 far as historical records are concerned let us press our claims for
certain fundamental and urgent reforms for immediate adoption.

The foll-ving are some of the reforms of this kind : —

I. A legal status and recognition for & body like the Indian Historical
Records Commission, with suitable powers of control and initiative.

IT. Recognition of the Diploma of Archivism as at present instituted ab

the Imperial Record Department. Its development into a regular sthool of
Archivism. 1

like U.S.A.

ITI. Historical records to be immediately placed in chdrge of expert
Archivists, preference being always given to recognised Chemist, Diploma
holders who must also be well up in Indian History—Modern and Medieval.

IV. Provision for preservation on approved lines of record to be obligatory-

V. Full facilities of inspection of records by bonafied students. and scholars,
with permission for copying and publication.

VI. Classification and indexing of records to be carried out within a speci-
fied period.

VII. A publication programme to be framed and carried out gecording to
means.

VIIL. Publication of an Annual Report of working. ,

1X. No destruction of any records unless certified and sanctioned by known
experts, and no destruction if other agencies are willing to receive thé records
free or ab waste paper prices. And no destruction without Intimation to the
Pub]lc. : :

X. Minimum financial provision. fo be a-necessary charge on the Govern-
ment concerned. bis : - R :

o

Provision of scholarships for further training in foreign countrie™”

f N\
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XI. The above steps to be taken as vurly as possible. Some involving Lo
expenditurelworth mentioning to be carried out immediately and the others
to be completed within a reason i imit, say five yeals.

XII. Defaulting Governmeuts at},::)lefsﬁ];ﬁ; l;heir rigyms and vhe. Central Board
to take the required steps and to reimburse themselves from the revenues of
the former. In the case of recognised deficit provinces Lecessary renissions
or grants be given. .

(5) It is difficult for the present to foresee the exact number and nature of
the provincial units that may constitute the future Federal or Central Govern-
ment of India. The question is still further compiicated by the problem ot
the Indian States, The Devyasthanas and Mathas and other religious and_ charl-
table endowments cannot be lost sight of in our view of the matter. Similarly
Jthe numerous Jehagirdars, Talookdars, Mirasdars, Inamdars and such others
who are in the enjoyment of alienated lands and properties caunot also be laft
out of our purview. So far as historical materials are concerned including 1ot
only records but also places such as Palaces, Forts, Samadhies, Mosques.
Ghats, Hamams, Churches, Schools, Madrassas, Pathsalas, efc. We cannot
remain content with our eyes shut. Impatience, however, welcome, will not
enable us to achieve the desired goal. If we take a practical view of the
matter, let us first immediately concentrate our ‘attention on what could be
more easily achieved and “what is relatively more important and urgent.

(6) Let us proceed to build our future structure laying our foundations
broad and deep enough to sustain us for long time to eome. Let us at the
same time be practical and cautious to ensure success for our plans. Qur
united voice will not go in vain.

(7) The structure I have in view would be sufficiently elastic to admit of
probable future. adjustments. 1 would not complicate matters to start with
consideration of such questions as the re-division or re-distribution of historical
records to suit the requirements of linguistic and such other claims. These
may be left over for adjustment with future after our first foundationg are
laid strong and broad enough for our main purpose.

(8) To proceed with the scheme, let me again state that I contemplate a
new legal status, empowering enforcement of policy for the Central Board of
Direction Research like the Indian Historical Records Commission. This ig. a
pivotal point in my scheme which has to be studied against the whole back-
gl’ijund outlined so far and particularly keeping in mind the reforms suggested
it 4 above from I to XIT.

(9) In the Poona Session of the Indian Historical Records Commission in
1938 I had tabled a resolution suggesting the establishment of Provincial
Records Commissions. I regret to say tHat, though it had the hearty approval
of my old friend, Nabob Abdul Ali, the late Keeper of Imperial Records, it did
niot receive the consideration it deserved in my humble opinion. I now take
this opportunity to repeat and elaborate the same idea as I feel that that
would afford the best solution to many of our difficulties and would be greeted
with popular welcome and support.

Provincial Historical Records' Commissions.—Bach province at least these
which are in possession of considerable historical materials or records, should
be called upon immediately to establish a Provincial TRecords Commission.
Such a Commission, should consist of responsible officials in charge of records
(i.e. Heads like Directors, Keepers or Superintendents) together with repre-
sentative of Universities and learned societies and eminent scholars of history.
Provision for the representation of Legislative Assemblies, Distriet Boards and
Municipalities should also be made. As this Commission is meant to be a
Body of Experts, the members to be appointed, elected or selected, must he

} guch as have considerable experience of handling historical records either for

pregemation or study. This Commission should hold at least three meetings

y
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mission does not possess any legal status. The opinion that might be €Xpress
ed by the Commission is not binding on anybody. If we are here metely 10 -
record our opinion then we might as well not do it. I suggest that & body,
in which there are representatives of provinces. Universities and legrmed
bodies, should be created with a legal status to enforce its decisions.
G_hairma.n: I do not really understand at all where the question of Proprie-
torship comes in. It is merely the question of rights and privileges wbich are
the subject for dispute and argumentation. What is the ditficulty here where
only preservation of records is concerned ? Any proyvince should be Rlad to
transfer care and concern. If the principle is accepted and submitted to the
Government of the day, it will perhaps serve our purpose. ‘
Mahamahopadhyaya D. V. Potdar: In Delhi nobody knows Marathi and the
importance of records in Marathi, say at Poona, may not be apprecidted by.
the authorities in Delhi. I am just urging for proper organisation.  There
should be control from the Centre but that Central controlling body should be
representative of the various provinces. 1 am not prepared to commit myself
to such a vaguely worded resolution: _ .
Professor K. A. N. Sastri: My objection to the resolution goes deeper than
the cbjections so far raised. “What is the object of the resolution? Is it to
secure a unform method of preservation, etc. all over India? Is concentration
of all records the only means of securing this highly desirable objective? I
doubt very much. That administration may be full of defects and then all
the difficulties and confusion cannot be solved by transferring administrative
control to the Records Department. Some provinces are very advanced others
are not. In Madras we have a records office which is quite advanced and up-
to-date. What T want to say is that it seems to me that the remedy suggested
for the present difficulties does not appear to have been‘ put on propet lines.
Chairman: Tt may be the case to-day but some — time later provincial
Records Commissions may be organised on the sample of the Indian Records
Commission. We should not be in a hurry to thresh out all the details imme-
diately but we can adopt this resolution now. ;
Dr. N. K. Sinha: The Regional Survey. C_ommlttees can very well develop
into Provincial Historical Records Commlssm?s.
Dewan Bahadur C. S. Srinivasachari: My impression is that so much heat
should not be imported to the resolution which is only recommendatory.
Chairman: There is doubt whether the Central Government should feke
charge all at once of the entire collection of records in India or wkether {nis
Commission as a body can do so. May I therefore suggest that the substance

of the resolution should be accepted as a whole and that the Government of'

India should be moved to consider its legal and constitutional Points 7

Dr. I. H, Qureshi: Tt is desirable that records should be preserved, at the
same time we must know that the method adopted is the best. Central advice
will be acceptable -but not Central control.. g ~ : » X

Chairman: What is done say in Poona, and in the Punjab should pe brought
together. )

Dr. I. H. Qureshi: T am not OPPOSQd to the establishment of o C-ntral
Museum:.

Mahamahopadhyaya D. V. Potdar: We refer to the same Important point.
There is a general agreement amongsb the membel.‘s of the Commjggion. We
want a uniform system of preservation. We are in favour of equga] ‘acilities
being granted to ponafide students 'everywhere, On the ohjects that
Dr. Majumdar seeks to gain there is 1o 'dlfFeTEﬂOP. .At present there qpe various

rovinces which have got large and unique collections of documentg ih their
ossession and they are not paying them the attention they shoulq, mnor ara
they throwing them open to bonafide students. We want to know how and in

what way they will take greater interest in these respects. We agree thatt stc;]m:
sort of general control from the Clentre may be used. But we do not waa;l i

the provinces shoyld be deprived of the initiative in this connection. There is
no vital difference of opinjon on the point but there is & difference of opg;ugp
whether a definite commitment, should be made to-day which may be prejudi-
cially interpreted to-morrow.

Mahamahopadhyaya B, N. Rey: Thére will be great difficulties so far as the

States are concerned unless their case is also considered.
Chairman: T have included States.
Dr. N. K. Sinha: There is no compulsion indicated.

/¢ Chairman: This ig purely a cultural matter.

- Dr. 1. H. Qureshi: 1 want the records to be preserved and thrown open to
all bonafide students of history. At the (s:une timlé there is difference of opinion
on the question of control from the Centre.

/Chairman: Is there any organisation to-day or in the offing which will take
this question and the task ‘and do all that is necessary in all parts of India Y"lth
equal interest, and care as the Government of India can do? Each province
takes pride in itself, yet they have to be constantly prodded to take proper steps
for the preservation of their historical documents. If the Government of India
in its cultural function come to reasonable conclusions and offer help with due
regard to the administrative rights of each province and State, that would not
amount to unwelcome control. Here is an organisation which can do the need
ful. You pass the resolution. Nobody can object. There is no harm. The
resolution of the Historical Records Commission will not give any power to the
Government of India. Tt is only a recommendation. The Government of Tndia
will consult the provinces and States before taking any definite steps.  Or
would you prefer to appoint a Committee? Should you appoint a Commitfee
the Government of India may have their advice. 1f the House think that the
matter should be fully considered by the Sub-Committee before passing any
resolution, they are at liberty to do so. Or do we pass the resolution now ?

As the discussion wag already lengthy the Chairman put the motion to vote.
The result was as follows:—

{{] Those who wanted to appoint a Committee....13
Those who wanted to adopt the Resolution.. ...20.

Chairman: We haye a majority for a general resolution; but that is not quite
happy for a resolution of such importance. If you take my advice there is no
hurry. T would recommend to you the appoin{ment of a small committes for
examining the matter once for all and sending it to the Government of India
instead of waiting for our next meeting.

Then the following resolution was moved from the Chair and unanimously
accepted : — :

Resolution IV.—This Commission recommends that a Committee consisting
of (1) Dr. R. O, Majumdar, (2) Mahamahopadhyaya D. V. Potdar, (3) Dr. I. I0.
Qureshi,” (4) Professor K. A. ‘Nilakanta Sastri, (5) Mahamahopadhyaya Pandit
BiN. Reu, (6)iDrl RN, V. Sastri and (7) Dr. 8. Ni. Sen be appointed to con-
sider z}nd recommend to the Government of India the steps to be taken 4o con-
serve all the racords of historic as distinguished from current importance which
are in Gh‘arge of various provincial Governments and States. This Committee
is authorised to male recommendations to the Government of Tndia direct with
authority of this Commission should the Committee deem it desirable.’

After this, the Hon’ble President was called away on some urgent business.

Dr. R. C. Majumdar was again voted to the Chair.
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6. Scope and function of the Research and Publication Committee vis-q-vis

LN Indian Historical Records Commission.

- The Mesearch and, Publication Committee was created ag an adjunct of the
-Indian Historical Records Commission when it was re-constituted in 1941 with
the definite object of relieving the Commission of a part of ‘its burden. As
stated undey para. 5 (1) of the coustitution the duties of the Committee are,
briefly, (1) %o further the research activities of the Rerords Offices of the Central
anq provincia:l\ Governments and Indian States, (2) to undertake or promote

notice, and (3) to suggest ways and means for their Preservation and publication
whenever necessary.

The Committee usually holds two meetings every year—one in March and
the second at the time of the annual meeting of the Commission., The proceed-
ings of the spring meeting have so far been submitted direct to the Government
of India while that of'the winter session have been invariably placed before the
Indian Historical Records Qommission in the first instance for its consideration
before being forwarded sto the Government. This practice originated by an
accident during the Mysore Session when the first meeting of this Committee
was held and its resolutions were of such importance as to warrant g reference
‘to the Gommission. - The eonstitution does not, however, makb it obligatory
that the recommendation of.the Research and Publication Committee should
in every or any case go through the Indian Historical Records Commission. The
Proceedings of the Local Records Sub-Committee which is another adjunct of the
Indian Historical Records Commission are usually sent direct to the Government;
of India—only questions of exceptional importance being referred to the Com.
mission for its views. It is to be considered whether the recommendation of the
Research and Publication Committeg should not ordinarily be placed before the
Government independently of the Commission as in the case of the Iocal
Records ' Sub-Committee. - If every resolution of the Committee is to be
considered by the Commission it will cause undue delay and the Spring session of

“the Committee will for all praetical purposes be rendered redundant,

Resolution V.—This Commission recommends that the Research and Publica-
tion Committee should function independently of the Indian Historica] Records
Commission and the Government of India should treat the minutes of the
proceedings of itg meetings as final. The Committee however reserves the right
to refer to the Indian-Historical Records ‘Commission any matter thag i AN
consider necessary. {5 A : =
7. Establishment of Foreign Relations. G
- Please read the reply from the Government of Tndig on the :
of the Udaipur Session (Conspectus, page 119. The Burmgy Gonggiggﬁnhw
already been approached for revival of old relation interrupted by war anq thax{e
reply is awaited. The Imperial Record Department for some time pagt hag 1, 7
in close touch with the National Archives of America, Britigh Records Assosiﬁn
tion and 20 leading Archives organisations in other coixntries and hag beeI;
receiving from them invaluable belp in technieal and scientific matters veladin
to the preservation of records, building, equipments and allied subjects. T4 ig
therefore falt necessary to establish' closer official relations ‘with archivesl offices
abroad in furthefance of eommon objectives. This may. be achjeved he

- conferring on the leading archivists of the- countries concerned (France, 17, . A

and China) ‘the statug of corresponding members of the Commiggion .
ractice may be extended to Nepal, Ceylon, Tran and Afghanistan .
P Resolution VI.—This Commission considers that the time is opportune for
t’abﬁshing cultural relations with foreign countries and récommends that the
es otive Governments in France, United Stafes of America, Chi
I'GSP,E{; Socialist. Republie, Australia, South Africs, Nepal, Ceylon, Tram and
jgtan be approached to co-operate with the activities of the Indian Histori-

de Commission by nominatine corresponding members,

The same

na, Union of |

e

R

J[ 21;
NO.F.92-7/47“E.I. \
Government of India.
K .MINISTRY OF EDUCATION.

NEW DELHI, the 9th June, 1948.

o Chandy M.A., D.Phil.,
i T giﬁieeaiy to the Government of India,

To ¢ All Provincial Governments. ,

HeRoCoe = 23rd Session 1946 =~
EREYSER %egolution IV - Conservation of
all the Records of Historicm as
distinguished from current importance.

Sir,

I am directed to forward for information a

| > ical
‘ < IV passed by the Indian Histor
@3&‘MJZ ﬁggzrgg gg;giggigg at gts Indore Session in December

j to say that the
the subject noted above, and
éggz;nggnt of Ingia have accepted the recomg:yggzion
£ the Commission. In view of the changes -
oersonnel of the Commission, the Commit ii sggges
gn the resolution will consist of the follow
gentlemen 8=

1. Dr R.C.Majumdar, M.A., Ph.D., Calcutta(Chairman)

don)
.Dr B.S,Baliga, M.A., Ph.D.(Lon ’
e gﬁ?aggr, M;dras Récords Office, Chittoor.

A
I dur C.S.Srinivasachari, M.A.,
% gigggigggi ReD. & M. College, Sivaganga,S.I.

' tary, Foreign and
. Y .Bhargava, M.Sc., Secre
> gglitical Department, Gwalior.

5, Mahamahopadhaya D.V.Potdar, B.A., Poona.

Superintendent
dhaya Pandlit B.N.Reu,
ik }é?h gca:?lggglogy, Jodhpur Government, Jodhpur.

cretary,
.NQS n, MaA. PhoD., DoLitt‘, Secre
» ?fH%R.C.e filational Archives of India,
New Delhi (Secretary)

I have the honour to be,
Sir
Your most obeéient servant,

sd/" H os .Verma
for Seeretary,

NO,F.22-2442-E, ®

Copy with enclosure forwarded to the Ministry of State with
the request that a similar communication may kindly be addressed to all

the Indian States. By order,

S4/= H.8 Verma
- hssistant Seeretary,
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- | . 977 5 Madras Record Office, >
£ b L o 17 R DVIT/48-4. Chittoor, 22nd June 1948,

From

- Lénd.>. 7
Rao Bahadur Dr.B.S,Bal:Lga,PhoD-_( .
i Curator, Madras Recoerd office, CHITTOCR. 3

To ‘ .
e T YL T R it ‘. The Secretary t Governmen!;, . P
3y s - ! : EduCatiscr)n' gnd Public, Health Department, b B
:V Fort St.George. MADRAS. A ‘ 16367
| it ' |
% Sub'-Indian i storical Records Commission lfee tings of the

1 i i Committee and a Special
‘ and Publication a Speci
gg;?ﬂ?iige appointed by the Government of India at

- ‘Delhi - Proposal to attend, A
v e Ref:_ Government Memorandum No.29188/48-C2 Education dated
i\ﬂgé@ . 18th Nay 1948 and my letter No.977 DVIT/48-3 dateq

A} O Ath June 1948.
KE

e oo e

In their memorandum cited above,the Government asked me to

! = o .
! ermission tc attend the forthcoming meeting of the
| ‘ ﬁgZ:aigimarflgrPﬁblic otion Comnittee at Delhi after the receipt of the
" ' > ‘ is stated, that, as the intention of the
; agenda. In reply toc this I foml ¢ 0
£ > Governient  appeard to be that I should atten e meeting only if
’ there is any important resolution-relating to Madras, I would dscide
f on receipt of the agenda and proceed to Delhi in antlczpa.tion of
| Government approval if there was anytiing important relating to Madras.
o T have now received the agenda (on the 19th instant) and I enclose
1.2.% . acopy of it for the information of the Govermnment. Uy remarks upon
-3 < ' the various resolutions are appended to this letter. They will show
Ve kot none of -the resolutiops specifically relates to Madras, end that
{n regard to some of them which relates to the Provinces and States
in general, our Government have already done mich and that they .
propose to do even more than what the re solutlopg, contemplate. It 1s
therefore not very necessary for me to attend this meeting of the

Research and Publication Committee. -

| S put then, I have received today a copy of the Government of
l\ 3 awAc India (Uinistry of Education) letter No.F:!S}.Z:'?(éL’?-E:l dated 9th June
1 Y1 1948 and a letter from the Secretary, Indian Historical Records
N R t'”‘commissign"\';{p‘o'n it,which make it necessary for me to go to Delhi to
attend a meeting of the Special Comuittee appointed by the Government
of Tndia to be held on 8th July 1948. The letter of the Government of
India must have by now been received by the Government, I am, however,
& enclosing a copy of it, and a copy of the letter oi the Secretary,
< 2'(5‘:» Tndian Tstorical Records Comuission, It will be seen from these that
W™ T have been appointed a member of a Special Committee set up-by the
Government of India to consider the questian of conservation of all
records of historical (as distinguished from cwrent) importance,
R This is an important question which has been ti}e subject of much
S discussion as will be seen from pages 99 to 106 of Volume XXIII of
NMEVER - the Indian Historical Records Commission Proceedings of of Meetings
o4 DOLIBWION 59uan[ sy I IV $AQD e e sent hepewith,  The proposal briefly,is to make all non-current
o LFSPLAVENOS Teltnta (8 JEOT S S0gRo s SR records of all the Provinces a central subject, just liké archaeology
e o ASEETERE | and to place them under the control of the Director of Archives, Go.
vernment of India, My views upon this proposal were furnished to the

Cies WS g ool
s 1_“;. e e .S »‘q-.-':"‘"

w—

4 ¥
o 4
y

-
- N3



)

Lrel, [ bk for aspensac anid nutu,

Secretary, Indian Historical Records Commission as socon as the ' 3
Resolution was mooted in 1946, T have also informed the Government r )
about them in my letter No, 111 D VII/46-4 dated.26th February \
1946 in comnection.with the Governmeni's letter No, 16 Education |
dated 24th January 1946, Copy of my views 1s, bowever, enclosed 4
for reference. The Government will rlease see that the arguments |
I have adduced against the prgpos?.l are strong ar_ld that, 1f the "i
proposal is given effect to, 1t will Jead to serious administra- |
tive inconvenience, Hor is there any real need for such a measure f
so far as this Province is concerned, because in this Province

everything that the anthors of the me asure contemplate hag al- :
ready been done by the Government. It is because the Madras Re-

cords have been centralised and administered on up-to-date lines

that the Government as recently as 1947 stated that there is no

scope for the advice or interference o% the Commlss:;tpr_l S(é. far as

the Province of Madras is concerned, Please see this Govern- -

ment1s letter to the Government of India, No. 18750 E2/47-2 \\\\, ”!Q
Zducation dated 5th May 1947)., I do not think that the present

proposal would be acceptable to the Provincial Governments, but,

oven if it is acceptable to some, an exception mgy perhaps have

to be mde in the case of our Province,

3, Although I furnished the Secretary, Indian Historical
Records Commission with my views, on tais question, as early as
1946 he has not placed them before either the Research and Publ.l.l—
cation Committee or the Indian Historical Records Comnission t1‘ll
now., Among the discussions that have taken place, on this subject, |
and vhich are printed in the Proceedings Volume referred to:abovg, 4
T do not-find any reference, to my views. Now that I am appointed
5 member of the Committee to congider this question, I think it is X
my duty to attend the meeting ad to lay my views before.the Committee., |
And ,since the other mee ting namely the Research and Publication
Committee, me sting ,takes place two days afterwards, T can conveniently
attend that meeting also.

: 4. As the meeting of the Special Comnittee is to take
place on the 8th July at Delhi, and as the Railway jourpey to
Delhi now takes 4 days irom Madras, I will have to leave Chittoor
on 2nd July, and, for this, purchase the ticke t and book my seat
iithout delay. There is no time to wait for the orders of the
Government. I am therefore making arrangements to attend the
meeting, in anticipation of the approval of the Government.

to request that my action may kindly be approved.

I beg

v i M}&l/%&
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AGENDA of the twelfth meeting of the @
Research & Publication Committee to

be held at New Delhi on the 10th July,
1948.

1. Reconstitution of the Local Records Sub-Comnittee.

Under para 2 of the constitution of the Indian Historical
Records Commission as lately amended by the Govermment of India in
their Resolution No.F.92-20/47-E.I. dated the 20th Novenber 1947,
the Local Records Sub-Committee was reconstituted to advise the
Director of Archives, Government of Iﬁdia, on such matters connected
with the work of the National Archives of India as may be referred
to it, consisting of the followlng:-

1. The Educational Adviser to the Government of Indis,
Ex-officio Chairman.

2. A nominee of the Ministry of States, Government of
j India. ' ' '

3. A Corresponding or Associate member of the Commission
ordinarily residing in Delhi Province selected by the
Governuent of India.

4., Director of Archives, Government of India, Ex-officio
Secretary. :

The Sub-Committee as' reconstituted has not started functioning yet

as the Ministry of States has not so far nominated any representative
to serve on the Sub-Committee and also because thereis no Correspond-
ing or Associate member ofAthe Indian Historical Records Commission

at present in Delhil whose name could be recommended for appointment.
It is however extremely desirable that the Sub-Committee should

resume 1ts activities without any further delay and as there is

1little chance of associating with 1t any member of the Indian Histori§
cal Records Commission residing in Delhi, it seems imperative that

the constitutlon of the Local Records Sub-Committee should be so
modified as to enable it to function without a member of the Commis-—
aion: There is another important point which has to be considered

in this connection, With the termination of the Office of His Excel]pQ>
cy the Crown Representative, the distinction which used to be main-
tained so long between the "Orown" and the "Federsl® has ceased to

have any validity.

The need for associating a nominee of the Ministyn

of States which is concerned wlith the Late Political Department



records in the custody of the National Archives of India,
therefore no longer exists. As the function of the Sub-
Committee will be fo look after the records of all the
Ministeries of the Government of India, it will be more

useful to associate with thls body a Ministry which is directly
concerned with the administrative procedure followed in all

the agencies of the Government of Indis. A nomtnee of the
Ministry of Home affairs will therefore meet the requirements
of the Sub-Committee. As:for the non-official'membef the

object would be best served if a member of the Central Legislature
is associated with the Sub-Committee. It is therefore suggested

that the Sub-Committee should be reconstituted with ﬁhe following:

(a) Zducational Adviger to the Government of India,
Ex-oficio Chairman,

(b) A nominee of the Ministry of Homé Affairs (should
preferably be a Deputy Secretary of that Ministry) .

(c) A member of the Centr .
i > ral Legislature
the Government of India, E ature nominated by

(d) Director of Archives, Gove
¢ rome
Ex-officio Secretary: ment of India,

2. Repregentation of States which have. merged
1r : 2 th
in to the adjoining Provinces or emeelyes
[#)

:-5 dles. into new Political

Under paragraphs 1(A)(1i1i) and 1(C(1)(c).of the revised
constitution of the Indian Historical Reé%rds Commission, the
Commission as well as 1ts Research & Publication Committee 1ig
to include one nominee each of gsuch Stateg acceding to the
Dominion of India, It would logically follow from the above
that éuch States as have since the lsgue of the revi;ed censti-
tution taken steps to merge themselveg in an adjoining Province
or to form part of new Political bodies and have thus lost their
geparate ldentitles will automatically cease to have any right
to be represented elther on the Committee or on the Commission,
On this view the membership of such persons as have been nominated

by the States affected by the merger should be regarded as having
been terminated with effect from the date of fhe change; their
rights being inherited by the Unions to which they may have .

écceded. In that case it is the Unions which should be invited to

send repregentatives to the Commission and the Committee as the

case

e e e e e e S e e e e e e e T

may be according to the provisions laid down in the constitution.

It is now for the consideration of the Committee if in the view of
the above considerations the relevant paragraphs of the congtitution
shoula be sultably amended,

3., Preservation of the Archives belonging to the States and other
Units affected by the recent political and territorial changes.

The decision taken by a number of Indian States to merge them-
gselves into the adjoining provinces or to form part of new political
bodies have brought into being a very difficult archival problem
which the Research & Publication Committee of India must face and
try to solve, if it 1is desired that the archives of the defunct bodies
are not irretrievably lost to posterity. As there is grave danger
of these records being divided among several authorities or dispersed,
it is desirable thét the Gommittee should formulsgte definiti?e pro-
posal in respect of them for the conslderation of the Government of
India.

4, Centralisation of Divisional, District and Sub-Divisional
Records,

The records created or possessed by the various authorities gt
the Head Quarters of Divisions, Districts and Sub-Divisions and
similar Administrative divisions in the Provinces and the States
have not so far received the attention they deserve from expert
archivists., Not only do these records form a valuable source of
information on local history but they help to illumine many obscure
chapters of the history of the country as a whole. Their value as
evidence of history 1s as a rule hardly understood by their present
custodians and, in consequence they have allowed to remain in neglect
for many years., Many of the collections are badly arranged and are
in an advanced state of decay. It is therefore very necessary that
steps should be taken to provide for their better preservation and
upkeep. - The best way to deal with this problem would perhaps be to
concentrate all records of thils category in the central repository
of the Provinclal or State Govermnment as the case may as soon as they
have ceased to be required by thelr owners for administrative Purposg

The advantages of such policy are too obvious to require elucidation

(1) A central repository with a professlonal staff is in a far bette.



-

. position to care for any local records than are many of the unsafe
; record rooms thrughout the country, the more so as the local offi-
cisals have no official training for their work and the pressure of
cﬁrrent business 1s too great to enable them to pay any attention

3 to the records. (2) A centralised depository facilitates research
and the advancement of knowledge, as 1ts library and reference

collection and the technical knowledge of its staff can be of con-

siderable asslstance to those working with the records, Even the

i v
| local historian are served better in a Central repository than in

;i the District or Sub-Divisional offices, becamse it enables him to

e

refer to similar or related groups of records that are of value

! to him,

ls 5. Partitioning of Assam Govermment Records

1t is learnt from a letter from the Reglstrar, Assam Civil
Secretariat that steps have been taken by the Provincial Government
to partition their records with the Eastern Pakistaﬂ and that gome
of the separated records have already been despatched to the Govern—
? ment of Eastern Pgklstan., It may be mentioned in this connection
h that the Research & Publication Committee at its Jaipur meeting
held in February 1948 strongly opposed the principle of partition-

A ing archival collections and recommended that steps should be taken

.
! to maintain the integrity of Serles at all cost (Resolution VIII)

P
T

Regarding the question of partition of Bengal Govermment recordg

S

in particuiar, the Committee recommended (Resolution IX) that the

-

S————

Government of West Bengal should consult the locsl Regional Survey
Committee before ardiving at any declsion regarding division of
thelr records with the Eastern Pakistan. As the same Regilonal
gurvey Committee 1s also functioning for the Province of Agsam,

i would be desirable to give the same directive to the Assam

D e
EESERSS NS

| Governnent also in respect of partitioning of thelr records.
{

ik
: 6. Propossls by Dr, V;K,Deshnande re: provision of ftravellipme
‘ allowance to one member of the Regional Survey Committee

conducting survey work .

In order to have a common practice in all the Reglonal

?'Survey Committees, 1t 1is proposed that a member of the Commitee

FAN e X
gshould be alibwed actual expenses, whenever he goes out in the pro-
vince for the work connected with the search of historicsl documents
from the private custody or from public records; the list of actual
expenses should be supported by the vouchers whenever available or by

a certificate evidencing that the amounts were spent as per detaills

in the list.

EYPLANATORY NOTE - Whenever a member leaves his headouarter

and goes_ out for the purpose of a work connected with the search of
historical documents, he is recuired to spend some amount on travelling
by road or rail. It 1s Justifiable to charge such amounts to the
itgm.of seafch of documents. For the present it would not be advisable
to have a fixed scale for travelling allowance. In order to have

a common practice in all the Committees in the country it would be
useful to have a resolution of this Committee for the guidance of the

Survey Committee.

SECRETARY'S NOTE - According to the present terms of the Govern-

ment grant to the Reglonal Survey Committees there 1s no specific
provision for travelling allowance to the members but the 'contingent
expenses' has been made flexible enough to cover all unavoldsble
éxpenses incurred in search of manﬁscripts. Begides the question is
to be dealt with comprehensively by the Sub-Committee appointed 1in
accordance with the Resclution IV of the 11th Meeting of the Research
and Publication Committee which is to prepare a five year plan of
work for the Regional Sur#ey Committees.

m. Fgcilities to be accorded by the Provincial Governments and

States to the members of the Regional Survey Committeegs in
thelr survey works snd to prevent degtruction of records.

It is proposed that the provinclal govermments or states
gshould be requested to direct the Commlissioners Deputy Commissioners
(Collectors) and other officers concerned in their provinces to glve
facilitiee for the nominees of the Regional Survey Commlttees when
they visit the record rooms in their offices for the purpose of
gearch and inspection of the historical documents, It is further
proposed.that the provincial governments and the states should direcy
thelr officers concerned not to eliminate the records or to destroy

5\ \:
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- the documents which are considered not worth preserving, before

/they have been ingpected by the representatives of the Survey

" Committees,

EXPLANATORY NOTE - In the district records or in the

Commissioners' records the work of elimination goeg on at regilsr

intervals and certain documents which are not considered un-

b
worthy of preservation for administrative purpose havebeen found
to possess historical value. It is a great loss to thg cause of \

history if such documents are destroyed without any discrimina-

tion. The members of the Regional Survey Committee carry on the ," f§ X
. _ ’ A o g WP
; work of search of historical documents and of thelr preservation. i <f§9
B It the directions as B e boen Lasued | @ pp.110, part III, IHRC Procs. Voj. XX and pp.126-27, pt.III, YVol.XXI) y
5 ' ; i ; ¥ 1
g : : The question of a comprehensive legislation on the subject has been
3 to the officers concerned, much historical material which would # f ‘ " P - J o
| taken up by the Govermment of India.
= Otherwise be lost, would be saved as to help the cause of history. | en up by the er a
t 4
| SEC | - x ; . 8. To consider the report of the Sub-Committee appointed in
i ECRETARY'S NOTE Regolution VII of the Travancore meeting I accordance with Resolution IV of the 11th meeting of the
! g ] . o D= l
i (1942) of the Regearch and Publication, Comnittee recommended that : | Dgsearoh & Shoileatlon Commiftee re: the [ive-year plan

! of work of the Regional Survey Committees in the provinces.

the Provincial Govermments and States be requested to afford all 4 9. To receive the report of the Sub-Committee apvointed in

fastlitics o e Restoml Survay Gomisiees contucting mwevey | B o el tie S segalor of e
works. The same resolution also urged the Surwey Committees to | ol Hecouds » , S
explore the wavs and means for the prevention of'unwarrénted : 10. Any other subject which may bg brought before the meeting.

§A destruction of historical papers in addition to their usual survey 5

'é works. Resolution V of the Aligrah meeting (1943) while recommenid- ii

ﬁ ing the creation of ad hoc Committees in the provinces reiterated (% 8
the same faclilities from the Provincial ang State Governments, ‘ l;

. Most of the Provincial Governments and a number of States have | : i

| agreed to afford the facilities asgked for, The Indian Histofical, k%i ‘ \

e

Records Commission st its Travancore Session (1942) also urged the

e

Government of India to amend Act III of 1879 re: prevention of

T ——

destruction of useless records. The Government of Indig though : o

they thought that the time was lnopportune for any fresh legisla- : :é

. tion, made a general sppeal to the Provincial and State Govern-
4

" ments requesting them to get their records examined by competent |

N experts e.g. their nominees on the Indian Historical Records

| Commi gsion, before the records are destroyed (please see conspectus,
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0L tne Curato
ucions
Remarks /upon t he reso t New Delhi on 10th July 1948,

Committee meeting to he eld at

- +ntion of the Local Records Sub-Committee.
This relatgz'%{lrgi;oréit%é reconstitutipn of e‘zSub'-Comittee afc
Delhi for advising the Director of Archives, (:o.vc.arnment of India,
on such matters connected with th’e.Natlonal AI.'CHJ.VBS of .Indla as
may be referreq to it and has nothing to do with Provinci al archiwes.

No.2, esentation of States which have-meyged themselve s
into the adjsz‘ninRzperrovj_noeS_ or into new political bodies. .
This relates to the revision of the constitution of the Indian
Historical Records Commission conseguent on the merging of same of
the states which were sending nominees to the Indi s Histarical
Records Commission with parts of Provinces or new political bodies.
Of the two states of Pudukotta and Banganapalle whica have now
become parts of our Province, only Pudukotta was sending a nominee
to the Indian Historical Records Com1§1m. The membership of this
nominee will, according to this resolution, be regarded as having
been terminated, No action isnow called for.

: No.3. Preservation of the Archives belonging to the States
and other units affected by the recent political angd territorial
changes: = -

So far as the records of Pudukotta and Banganapalle states are
conserned, there does not seem to be anyf"grave d?.ngerl of their
"being divided among the severalrauthc.)rltles or dlspersed." These
states have become parts of the districts,of Tiruchirapalle ang
Kurnool and naturally their records must have coms under the custody
of the Collectors of Tiruchirapalle and Kurnool., Under the existing
rules no Collector can destroy any of the recordg of historical
value without consulting me. However, as a spgcml precaution, I
suggest that the Collectors of these two districts may be asked

!to preserve these records intact, and to see that none of thep is

| destroyed or lost, If it is eventually decided by the Goverment
{of India that these records should be takr?n in by the Provincial

| archives, they will have to be preserved in the Madras Recarg Office

No.4. Centralisation of Divisional, District and Sub.
Divisional Records:
In this matier the Madras Yovernment have already achieved much
and have also planned to aciieve more in tle near future, They
have centralised all tieir Collectorate records from the earliegt
time down to 1856 in the MadrasRecord Office, They have alsg
-ordered that the records from 1857 to 1892 should similarly pe
‘transferred to that office as soon as the space required for their
accommodation becomes available there, In the meantime, sych of
the Collectorate records as were in a bad condition have been
mended with chiffon, and rebound. Guides or handbooks af to the
~records of each of the districts up to 1835 have alse bwen Prepareq
and published, These measures have gone a long way not only to
preserxve these valuable records but also to facilitate research
among them, It is in view of these advantages securegd here that
Resolution suggesting similar centralisation was propeseg gy a
approved by the Government and passed by the Indian Wistorjeqy
Records Commission in 1945. This Resolution read as follows:.
"This Commission recommends thiat such of the Provineial Govemue
and Indian States as may possess Central Records Offices he Sats
requested to concentrate in them, after the War, such of thaiy

district or divisian records as may not be required for Cur rent,




adninistrative purposes and to see that they are properly looked
after and made available for research, It also recommends that

in the Provinces and Indian States which do not possess Central
Record Offices these records be transferred to suitable institutions
approved by the Government and that, where even this is not possible
the District or Division Officers be instrucfed te see that their
record keepers receive a brief training in arcnive preservation and

. to throw open for research such of the records as may be unobjectionable®.

The Resolution now proposed is, in essentials, similar in effect,
But it would seem that it relates also to the records of other
District Offices besides that of the Collectorates, In regard to
such records of other District authorities and the records of the
Heads of Departments in tke City, the Government have al ready
issued instructions that they should be preserved properly, that
 their condition should be annually reported upon to them through
the Curator and that they are not to be in any case weeded out or
destroyed without consulting the Curator. And, just now an important
" scheme on the lines recommended in England, is being considered

by the Government, by which Local Record Offices under the control
of the Madras Record Office can be established for centralising
the records of all District Offices, District Boards and Municipalities
of two or more districts, and thus all the local records from the
earliest tiuwe down to about 1932 preserved, administered and made
available for research. For details of this scheme attention is
invited to my letter No.3163 DVII/46-5 dated 13-5-1947 read in
Governzent Memorandum No.69926-C2/47-6 Edn.dated 19-11-1947, The
Resolution now proposed, therefore, even if it is passed, does

not call for any remarks so far as our Province is concerned, where
already much has been done and mich is being done to achieve the
objects it aims at. '

No.5. Partition of Assam Govermment Records: This has
nothing tc do with our Province, but tie attitude taken up by the
Research and Publication Committee at its Jaipur meeting in regard
to the general principle of partitioning archives, that such
partition should under no circumstances be made, has to be remembered,
when the proposal for the formation of the Andhra, Tamil Nad, Kerala

 and Karnataka Provinces comes up for consideration., At this stage
nothing can be suggested. 4

No.6. Proposals by Dr.Y.K. Deshpande re:provision of
travelling allowance to one lMember of the Regional Survey Committee
Sonaducting survey work: The Provincial Government has notaing to
o wita this, The Government of India have made a grant to the
gecretary, Indian.Historical Records Commission to defray the con-
tingent expenses incurred by the members in the search of manus-
cripts. The travelling allowance referred to in the Resolution will
nave to be m®t out of this fund,

No. 7., PFacilities to be accorded by the Provincial Go
vernments and StateS to THP members of the Regional SUrvey LOMm
Tn thelr Survey works and to prevent destruction of records,

In regard to the first point, our Government have alreéd;V- pending

the appointment of the Regional Committee, e xpressed their willi
tgeacgf)rd all reasonable ﬁcz,lltles to the members of the India,111n rizgs.is,

torical Records Commission desiring to undertake regional surveys of

‘Head of a Department or a Collector c

2) v)

5 f &
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l.1istorical records in our Province,
H:L_sto_rlcal Records Commission has also
vincial Govermments and a number of T

’gli}ed;fsagl:'}li.ties asked for ", In regard to the second point, the danger
e eOYl{lg documents worthy of preservation does not exist in our
¢, Since according to the existing orders of the Government, no

: : L an dstroy an
:lLillg zg his office or to the offices subordina{e tg flil§ vfleifgfi ﬁrﬁﬁ '
g the Curator. In fact, the Heads of Departments, including the Higz

Court, and the District authori ti
their old records, e e s £ s -

el

~es

And the Secretary to the Indim
sjcated that " most of the Pro-
ndian States have agreed te afford

Items 8 and 10 do not call for any remarks now

Item 9, Please see paragraphs 2 and 3 of the ® tter

S em cmem =
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Copy B letter No.F.92-7/47-E.1 Government Of India, Ministry
of Bducation, New Delhi, the 9th June, 1948 from Dr.Tara Chand, M.a.,

D.Phil, Secretary to Government of India, to all Provincial Govermmen ts _

Sub:-I.H.R.C.-23rd Session 1946-Reselution IV -Conservation
of all the Records of Historic as distinguished from
current importance.

sir, R

, T am directed to forward for information a COPY of Resolution
IV passed by the Indian Historical Records Commission at its Indore
Session in December 1946, on the subject noted above, and to say that
the Government of India have accepted the recommendation of the Commis._
sion. In view of the changes in the personnel of the Commission, the
Comnittee suggested in the resolution will consist of the following
gentlemen:- i '

1. Dr.R.C.Majumdar, M.A.,Ph.D..,Calcutta (Chairman)

2. R.B.Dr.B.S.Baliga,il.A., Ph.D. (London),
Cur ator, Madras Record Office, Chittoor.

" 3 Diwan Bahadur C.S.Srinivasachari,M.a.,
Principal, R.U.& M.College, Sivaganga, S.I.

4. Jr.Y.Bhargava, M.Sc.,Secretary, Foreign and Political
Department, Gwalior.

5. IﬂahamahopadhaYa D.V.Potdar, B.A.,Poona.

6. Mahamahopadhaye Pandit B.N.Reu, Superintendent of
Archaeology, Jodhpur Government, Jodhpur,

7. Dr.S.N.Sen, M.A.,Pa.D., D.Litt., Secretary,I.H.R.C.,
National Archives of India, New Delhi (Secretary).

P.T.0,
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lett : i i ical Records
copy of letter No.F.2-3/48-C Indian Historica
"ommissiofly, (National Archives of Indl a) New Delhi, the 17th
}une 1948 from the Secretary (S.N.Sen) to Rao Bahadur Dr.B.S.
Baliéa,Ph.D.(London), Curator, Madras Record Office, Chittoor.

Sub:-Indian Jistorical Records Commissicx_l-ZI’)rd Session,
1946, - Resolution IV re: Conservation of all the
records of historic as distinguished from current
importance. ~ :

L Aok i i ' ' dance with the

T write to inform you that in ch:cgr ancczls e

ion made by the Indign Historic ecords C _
?ecix}igerégzglgrtlion Iv éassed at its 23rd Session held in indo;e
12 Government have been pleased to agree that a Commi ttee sno;ld
ezt to consider the guestion of conservation of tall.-theGrecor S
mf nis toric importance in the custody of the Provincial Govern-

- ts and to nominate you as- a member of the Compittee. h;tNhig

megn further decided that the Committee should meet at the National

zicnives of India, New Delhi, on the 8th July 19;1;8&3.;1 %C{;Saglhgn

to enable it to sub?ithéig ;ipoit io the- Researc
:+tee which 1s to nold 1is twe !

gg?ﬂz zf the relevant extracts from_the proceedln%ks; oif- :lg:rlndore

cesgion of the Comnission together with a Ccopy o.f 'Zi (e} :

Dddressed by the Government of India to the Provincl overnments

Zre enclosed herewith for your information.

As you are expected to attend the twel.fth mee ting

¢ Research & Publication. Committee, it is consi dered. that

s m'll not have to incur any extra expenditure on travelling,
For Wltg participate in the meeting of this Committes an? the

oL }‘j on oi meeting your travelling etc. allowance therefore does

not arisé-

As the subject for discussion is a very important
’ou sre requested to let me know if you are attending the

one ¥

me@tlng'

e =

: (True Copy) Ferandin

For CURATOR

fth meeting on the 10th July 1948,

Extracts of ! = -D7 @ %
Febrgary fgzg?or s letter to-Government,No.lil DVII/46 ted 26

Agenda of the Eighth meeting of the
Research & Publication Committee to
be held at New Delhi on the 2nd March
: 1946 at 10-30 A.M,

2. Resolution by Dr. R.C. Msjumdar.

That all the Pre-Mutiny records in the custody of the loceal
Governments be placed in charge of the Imperial Record Department
and be made a central subjJect for the purpose of administration.

EXPLANATORY NOTE. It would be g matter of convenience to
all if the records which are not necessary for the present day
administration but are important for historical purposes be placed
under the supervision of a Central authority. This would ensure
a uniform method of preservation and equal facilities of inspection.
At present some local Governments are very indifferent to the pro-
per preservation of these records and the Govermment of India have
no means of controlling them. It should be remembered that the old
records are now of general historical importance and concern Indias
ag a whole rather than the particular province where they are kept,
and they should not be left at the tender mercy of any local Govern-
ment which might not realise their importance and their own duty in
respect to them.

Remarks of Rao Bahadur Dr, B,S.Baliga, Ph.D,(Lond.), Curator,
Madras Record Office, on the foregoing Resolution:

The Resolution seeks to invest the Imperial Record Depasrtment
with control over the Pre-Mutiny records of s8ll the Provinciasl Govern-
ments for the sake of thelr better preservation and administration.
The explanatory note states that it is only in some provinces that
the records are not cared for, but the Resolution itself is of a
general nature applicable to all Provincial Governments. In my
Opinion, this Resolution, is therefore neither falir nor just to such
of the Provincilal Goverhnments like Madras, the Punjab and Bengal as
have already done or are doing all that tﬁey can for the proper pre-
servation and administration of these records. Nor is it fair to
the Government of Bombay who are already taking the necessary steps
to reorganise their archives on up-to~-date lines. So far as Magdras
1s concerned I may make it clear that the Govermment have been deﬁot\
ing great attention to the proper preservation and administration of
this archives, irrespective of the fact whether those archives are
pre-Mutiny or post-Mutiny records. With a permanent establishment

of 24 menders and a binder they have mended with chiffon and reboung

all the mgnugeript volumes from 1670 to 1800, and the records subge-
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aubsequent to 1800 are now being dealt with on a systematic pro-
gramme. There is no reason to suppose that by placing the pre-
Mutiny records of the Madras Goﬁéfnmeht under the control of the

Imperisl Record Department they will be better preserved or adminis-

tered.

Again the Resolution proceeds on the assumption that all N

pre?Mﬁtiny records have no administrative value and that they

are important only for historical purposes. This presumption 1s
entirely wrong. Experlence in this office has made 1t abundantly
clear that these recor@s are required almoef daily by the Depart-
"mente of the Govermment for purely adminietrative purposes. Such

ig especially the case with the records of the Revenue, Public

and the Political Departmenté of the East India Company's period,
>§h1ch contain a great deal of information required for desling with
the present day problems and policles., To take only one exampie.

The records relating to the permanent settlement of land revenue,
thbugh falliné undef fhe aescripfisn 6f pre-Mutiny records, are

of vital interest to the administrator even to this day. They

are not only frequently required fo defend the rights of the
gGovernment in courts of law, but are also generally required
Qhenever any changes in the land revenue system ofthe Province

gre considered. Nor is this all. The pre-Mutiny records also ,
contain much information of a controvérsial or litigdious nature
which the vaernment cannot afford to place beyond their control

__ guch for instance, i1s the information rélating to grants'in
1and or money, to 1nd1v1dﬁals or institutions like temples, mutts,
choultries, etc., political pensions, irrigation rights, terri-
torial rights, etc. It is obvious that if persons are allowed
to gather information of this sort, publlic interests may suffer,

4 the Government~may be serlously embarrassed. Needless to say
an '

n prefore that no Provinclal Government can be expected to trans-
there”

rer the control over the pre-Mutiny records which contain inter-
e

erped among them information which 1s elther of administrative
8p '

value or of objectionable nature, to the Imperial Record Depart-

gment or any other asgency which is not directly under their control,

Lo Tl Il e 14 gl R TRNN )
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The Resolution goes on to say that the pre-Mutiny records of

the Provincial Government should "be made a central subject for the
purpose of administration". It is not at all clear whethér the idea
1s to make the pre-Mutiny records a central subject in the real sense
of the word or whether the idea is to treat these records as & central
subject only for purposes of control and supervision by a Department
of the Central Government. If the pre-Mutiny records are to be treat-—
ed as a central subject in the real sense of‘the word, it will be the
duty and responsibility of the Central Government -- and not the
Provincial Governments -- to arrange for their accommodatidn, preserva-
tion and administration at their own expense. Considering that large
bulk of the pre-Mutiny records in the various Provinces the expendi-

ture that will have to be incurred in finding accommodation for them

~and in arranging for their mending and reconditioning as well as

administration will be exceedingly high. It is doubtful whether the
Central Government will be willing to incur this heavy expenditure.
And even 1f the Central Government should be willing to bear this
expenditure 1t is doubtful whether the Provincial Governments would
be willing to surrender their control over these reéords. Af ter all,
these records were created by the Provincial Governments and are
therefore their property. It iseonly natural that they should have
primary control over them and not any outside body; It is also too
much to expect that any Provincial Govermment will transfer their
records to'the charge of a Departhent at Delhihover which they have
no control, For, if they do this, they will not only be put to un-
nécessary delay and inconvenience in getting the information freguent-
ly required by them, but also find themselves helpless in getting
what they want promptly and in seeing that no one is sllowed access

to records of an objectionable nature,

If the idea 1is to treat the pre-Mutiny records as a central
s jubject only for purposes of control and supervision by .the Imperial
Record Department, 1t will also involve several practical difficultiegv
It will amount to asking the Provincial Governments to incur expendi~

ture on records whille at the same time taking away from them the con-

.trol over these records, In fact, it will amount to virtually com-

pelling the Provinclal Governments to carry out the mandates of th
I g Y
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1’ Imperial Record Deparﬁment -- & proposition which may not be
. acceptable to any Provinclal Government, especially to those

y Provincial Governments which have already done a 1ot and are

doing a lot to preserve the records and to encourage historical I

! regsearch among them. Nor is this all., The arrangement will

lead to dual control, namely, that of the Provineisl Record
: Office as well as the Imperial Record Department over the pre-

Mutiny records., The Provincial Record Office will have to be
responsible for the care and custody of these records, but that : ?
office will, at the same time, have to be placed under the con-

trol of the Imperial Record Department, so far as preservation

-and administration of the same records are concerned. The result
‘might lead to constant friction between the Central and the Pro-

vincial authorities; a result which is very undesirable.

The Indian Historicai Records Commission has sufficiently ¥

impressed‘upon the Pravincial Governments the importance of
organlsing record offices in a proper manner, if they have not
already dqne 80, If any Provincial Government has not already -
acted upon~this suggestion 1t is undoubtedly because of the
gbnormal clrcumstances which have exlisted ever since the out-
break of the War, When circumsfancps become normal, there is
no reason to supﬁose that they would not take up the matter and
do what 18 necessary. All that may be required is to ad¥ice
them from time to time, and solve any difficulties that they
may come across., The Indian Historieal Records Commisalon is
indeed the body competent to offer such advice or render such |

assistance. It does not appear to me that any frovincial

Government can be induced by the Imperial Record Department
to do for their records anything which they will not do on the

advice of a learned body like the Indian Historical Records

Commission.
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