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* 5 RUSSELL STREET,
i (;//j CALCUTTA.
T.Avanashallingam, Chettiar,Esq,
" Education Minister,Madras ®overnment,
.The Secretariat,

[ k | ,:i: N FOrt,MADRAS.

: i ' ; Dear Bir,
) i =£=I teke the liberty of enclosing an appeal on behalf of the
T T o e R e Tt YD SR Indian Students' Union & Hostel at 112 Gower Street in London.
G.0. | No, | Department. | Date. 2 RY The appeal is for funds for the rebuilding of the premises which

! | ¢ Were totally destroyed during the London 'blitz' in September 1940,

' = .You are doubtless aware that this famous Institution was establisheqg

in London 27 years ago and has been maintained all these years by
the Indian National Council of Y.M.C.A'S. Since the destruction of

the building in 1940 the work is being carried on in rented guarte
: , ters
kindly leased by the London University. <

TR A e,
L

| o — Plans are now completed for the erection of a new building
| : | el on the same iite- The building when completed will be a credit to
" | | K il '~ Indie and Wi 1wcost us about £ 75,000. We expect to receive about
| , | ja | | £.10,000 from War Damages Commission in London. The Tndia Government
| t o has sanctioned & minimum grant of £ 10,000 and the Bombay Government
| i has recently sanctioned a non-reeurring grant of £.2,500. In res-
St e | _...x* | ponse to ourzappeal & few subscriptions have already been receiveg
e L including ﬁ- »000 from the Cochin State ( £ 1,000 as a personal {p
. , tion from H.H.The Mahargjah of Cochin and £ 1,000 from the Cochin
State), RS.25,000 from Sir John Burder of Jardine Skinner & Co. in
Calcut ta eand some smaller donations. A total of about Rs.3,80,000
has thus been Secured in cash ang promises (including the eXpecteq
War Damages) out of a total of Rs.9,75,000, leaving a balance ot
nearly Rs.6,00,000 to be raised in India within the next few monthg
- i e =

na~ |

S O s e T ey
= Madras Government has always taken a keen interest in ouy
Hostel all these years and has been giving us a maintenance

Of Rs.3000 ennually., We do trust that the Government woulgd gi%gt
a most /generous non-recurring grant towards the building fung, Usg
o o ' ,&LYbu will remember that early in January I called on yoy wi !
e ey i 4 " Mr.A.V.Thomas and you were kind enough to grant us an intervieyw th |
L A B connection with this special request. Since I saw you 1a§§\ . 1n
LS, 7 i TA received the Bombay Government grant of £.2,500, = T hay,
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His Excellency Field Marshal the Right Honourable Viscount Way.

el

Calentta 2136
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Viceroy and Governor-General of India

ephone : NAT"@NAIL C@UNC“L
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YOUNG MEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATIONS,

INDIA, BURMA & CEYLON

Prestdent :
Sim MAHARAY  SINGH, C.LE.

5, RUSSELL STREET, CALCUTTA

Vice-Presidents : I'st July 1946
Sir JoHN BURDER

Hon’BLE Stk DAvID DEVADOSS

Gir OLIVER GOONETILLEKE

INDIAN STUDENTS’ UNION AND HOSTEL, LONDON

DEAR SIR,

:Jf"We wish to draw your attention to the following information which, we feel
sure, will be of interest to you.

22 All the many post-war plans for India acknowledge that there is a great need
in this country for trained men to carry on the various schemes that are advocated.
This is necessary if India is to take her proper place in the world. Well-equipped
technicians of all kinds, Engineers, Railway Men, Irrigation Experts and so on must
be found. This means that a great number of students will be sent abroad for
the fuller training that cannot yet be obtained in India. Some have already left
and begun their studies abroad. The Government of India, the Provincial Govern-
ments, the Universities and many private enterprises are providing scholarships

for this purpose. The majority of these students will go to Great Britain for their -

training. It is of the greatest importance that some organisation should help in
© all matters concerning these young men that are not included in the official curricula,
' e.g. their living conditions, their contacts with the home-life of the people of Britain,
/1 their recreation and the openings that will enable them to understand the life of
f§ the count.ry to which they go as visitors. This cannot be done by spasmodic efforts
|| from India, nor can official arrangements meet all the needs. Some organisation
‘_‘ with experience, sympathy and understanding is urgently required for all such as
wish to avail themselves of its services.

-

P“ ~~"The National Council of Y.M.C.A’s of India, Burma and Ceylon has maintained

1 an Indian Students’ Union and Hostel for this purpose in London since I1920.

" Here the' young Indian student or traveller can go, on his entrance into the country,'
can get information about accommodation, can put up for a few weeks or months
till he gets settled, can find out about money, banks, food, clothes, books, transport
and the many details that a stranger in a new country wants to know. He meets
other students from India as well as students of Great Britain and other countries,
can read his Indian newspapers, can get Indian food at reasonable prices, can get
to knOYV English people socially and be invited to their homes, can get advice on
recreation and can find out about tours for his holidays which enable him to see
the historical sights and beauty spots of the country. In other words, he not only
comes to know a great many things that newcomers always want to know, .but
finds himself amongst a group of young people who wish to do the same things
that he wishes to do and whose friendship is open to him at all times. The Indian
Y.M.C.A. with its international outlook and its long experience in this sort of
service is specially adapted to serve India at this time in this parﬁcular way.
V-T;‘,‘ieAlready eight thousand Indian young men, mostly students from all parts of
India including Indian States, have passed through this Union’s membership.
Hundreds of others have been helped and piloted by its staff throngh many
difficulties. Suitable living accommodation for many hundreds has been found in

ell of Cyrenaica and Winchester G.C.B., G.M.S.J., G.M.L.E., C.M.G., M.C.,
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o . London and in provincial University towns,
students can entertain their English friengs.

\ it has introduced students to English homes re
It has brought to its lecture platform distinguished Britishers and Indians to address
students on current affairs. In short, it hag always striven to bring the best of

India to Britishers and ?he best of Britain to Indians, and has thus been a means
of increasing understanding between the two peoples.

It has provided a place where Indian &
Through its hospitality programme-
sulting in many lasting friendships.

. This Y.M.C.A. Union and Hostel building at 112 Gower Street was destroyed

by enemy bombing on the 23rd September, 1940. The building had been purchased

in 1923, remodelled and equipped at a cost of £25,

the Union was met by membership fees, room rents, takings from the restaurant

and certain grants from the Government of India and from Provincial Governments

and from some Indian States. The Sir Dorabji Tata Trust, Sir Ratan Tata Trust and

£ N. M. Wadia Trust have also given gENErous grants towards the maintenance of

¥ this institution during the past few years. The Indian National Council of

n Y.M.C.A’s. with Headquarters in Calcutta, controls and guides the work with the

“) active goodwill and approval of the English Y.M.C.A . Since the bombing a limited

7“ R programme has been carried on in rented qQuarters. It is now proposed to erect a

new building on the Gower Street site, which wil] more adequately accommodate

the work. It is estimated that £75,000 or Rs. 975,000/~ will be required. Of this

amount about £I2,000 are already assured. The remaining £63,000 must be raised

from those who are in sympathy with this service and who appreciate the qualifi-
cations of the Y.M.C.A. to do this type of work.

000/-. The expense of operating

{; In view of the urgent need mentioned abave and the value of such an institution

;?—the many students who will follow on, we feel that financial support for this

project should come mainly from those in India, Indians and Europeans, who

realise how much the future of the country' will depend on the leadership of these

5 young men. We trust that you are interested in this service, given without regard

2 Py E to creed or caste, to young Indians who go abroad and confidently ask for your

5% financial help to make possible at an early date the rebuilding of the Indian Students’

Union and Hostel. Donations may kindly be sent to the Hony. Treasurer, National

Council of Y.M.C.A’s, 5, Russell Street, Calcutta. Any further information which
you may require will be gladly supplied at the above address.

: Yours faithfully,

President.

{3
v
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A ’ Vice-Pyesides:.

\ 5 ek @m

General Secretary

Gree Saraswaty Press Ltd., Caleutta.




