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Copy of letter dated 11:10-1947'from Sy Rl Kandaswamy,
B.A., District Superintendent of Police, South Arcot, Cudda-
lédre to .the Inspector-General of Police, Madras.

Ll =
Sub: ANNAMALAT UNIVERSITY - Students - Assault on = &
. 6-10-1947. >

- Ihe‘incidents which preceded the clash on 6-10-1947 are
given briefly below.

2+ The students of Annamalai University at Chidambaram
number 1,800 and of these 1,200 reside in the hostel within
the university precincts. The members of the Black Shirt

party now number only 120 whereas the Indian Students® Congress

claims about 1,200 members. The rest belong to other minority
parties. This year there was an understanding that no party
flag of any kind was to be flown on the university premises
without the permission of the Vice-Chancellor.

3. On 2-10-1947, celeberating the birthday of Mahatma
Gandhi, the students of Anneamalai University hoisted on the
hostel premises a flag of the Indian Dominion without the
permission of the Vice-Chancellor. On 3-10-1947 the Black

_/Shirts applied for and got the permission of the Vice-Chan-

cellor to conduct a meeting to celelerate the birthday of

Mr. E.V. Ramaswamy Nalcker, the leader of their party. Their
party flag was hoisted on a tree in the hostel premises
without the permission of the Vice=-Chancellor. Both the flags
were allowed to remaine.

4, Now coming to events which have a direct bearing on
the clash on 6-10-1947, it should be mentioned that the
hamlet Therkuirruppu is immediately behind the hostel but not
within the limits of the University. R. Chinnappan, a
student of the II University class and one of the leaders of
the Black Shirts resides in that hamlet. On 5=10-1947
evening one Subramaniam aged 15 years and Sambandam aged 10
years hoisted the Indlgn Dominion Flag on a tree in front of
Chinnappan's house during the absence of the latter. Chin=
nappan returned at 10 P.M., removed the flag and burnt it.
Appraised of this by.R: Hajagopalan, a student of the IT
University class residing in the same hamlet, the Sub-Inspec-
tor visited the scene and finding that no cognizable offence
‘could be made out, warned Chinnappan. The students who had
'gathered strength by then, insisted that drastic action by
way of arrest etc. should be taken against Chinnappan and
were dissatisfied when the.s.I. told them that the matter
would be reported to the Vice-Chancellor for disciplinary -
actione.

5. On 6-10-1947 the S.I. by timely warning and advice
prevented the Black Sh%rts from holding a meeting at Therkuip..
ruppu and hoisting their party flag on the tr?e from which
' the Indian Dominion flag was removed the previous day.

" 6. Mr. Krishnaswamy Padyachi, Secretary of the Dy

: Strict
Congress Committee, Rajagopalan and three others were eXamineq
by the Inspector that evening. Rajagopalan says that six

students witnessed the burning of the Indian Dominion
Chinnappan. But Doraikannu Padyachl, the father of ty
\who holsted the flag and who lives just opposite Chinn
house says that he was the only witness to the bur
|flag.
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7. The same evening il.e. on 6-10-1947 2 meetine
Indian Students Congress was held when the fofiggin% O? Hhia
«resolutions were passed. ng two
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1i. That the Black Shirts flag flying within the quadrangl e

=
of the University hostel should be pulled down and burnt uJthBRED -y geeretariat of the Madras L FINgr
88 & reprisal for the burning of the Indian Dominion Flag < ' Leglslature, -
by the Black Shirteers on 5=10-1947 night and that until 3~2-48, .
it was done the students should not take their food. : 3 v v, i
- - * SRI 8. PARANANANDA RAVAR, M.L.As, \)i

8+ The students assembled in the quadrangle at 7 P.lM.

Captain Subramania Iyer, who was acting as the Chief warden, was
told that if he did not remove the Black Shirts Ilag himsel f within
half an hour, they would pull the flag down and burn it. The Chief
Jarden tried to bring about a temporary rapproachement but this
| proved impossible as each party refused to concede to the othert s
| ‘demand.' The Black Shirts formed a cordon round the tree on which
Withelr flag was flying and the two parties segregated in the opposite
sides of the quadrangle. A rumour spread round that outsiders had
been brought to support the Black Shirts and that they were armed
with sticks etcs The Thief warden saw about 80 persons on the side
of the Black Shirts and 600 persons on the Indian Students® Congress
side but could not make out whether they were all students. An > ‘ 0
urgent meeting of the representative council of the hostel was called ‘ these was some srious troudble in the Anmnamalai
by the Chief warden in which it was unanimously resolved that the
Black Shirts Flag should be -removed from the hostel. The representa- : . ctober 1947.
tlve of the Black shirts also vobted and signed this resolution. Eyen FERT TS Bk DR {
when this resolution was communicated to the Black Shirts they refused

to remove the flag. The Vice-Chancellop who returned°to-Annamalainagar
at this time was appraised of the situation and he directed Somasundaram,
leader of the Black Shirts, to remove the flag as it was hoisted without

ispermission. Somasundaram consented ‘to this but his followers refused : o . nnama
%o gbide by his decision. The Chief warden finding the situation tense with regard ® the trouble in the i -
wished to call in the aid of the Poulice but the Indian ‘Students Congress

E&ﬁéaﬁion and Publie Health Denartment,
*¥QeN0oa341 .= w&'ﬁ ;Jl@n'ble the Mini ster
for edue tidhvbe jalva_ged to sate:
y {a) whether iﬁ w#s brought to the notice

s

of the Government by the Chidambaram Palice

and théiAwnémalai Uriversity anthorities that

(®) whethor any representation has been

made by a body of students te the Government

strongly objected to it. ‘Thereupon the Chief warden asked all the & y University;
tudents to clear out of the quadrangle and directed Sergeant Thyagara jan | |
: peon 1n charge of the maln gate, to climb the tree and remove the fhag., (f&nrhat agtion the Gevernment have
While he was doing so, stones were thrown at him and he received a hit - ‘ e ke S &
gg the forehead, Mr.{R.K. Viswanathan, one of the wardens who interfered : talen iant; 4 whethey the\Gover

was badly hit and became unconscious. This was the beginning of a melee
in which brickbats from both sides were thrown aboqt freely. Bricks .
stored in -the quadrangle for the building of the hostel extensions were
made use of by both parties. By this -time it was 10-45 P.M. and the
Chief warden rushed to the Police station for help. The S.I. went to
the hostel with 1 H.C. and 1 P.C., leaving a note to the C.T. tq follow :
with a possee of men. The advent of the Police gave courage to the s A

| members of the Indian Students!' Congress who began a hand to hand fight
with the Black Shirts. The Police restored order and saved thg Black-
Shirts from murderous attacks. The Vice-Chancellor, P.p. to Vice-

@ Chancellor, the Dy.S.P. and the 8.D.M., Chidambaram came on the scene

¥ about 11-30 P.M. and tried to smooth matters. But feelings ran high

W ti11 3 A.M. when the place at last quietened. The }nJured, 281 In

¥ number were removed to the hospital and 24 Black Shirts rescued frgm

the Indian Students! Congress, of whom 22 were students and 2 outsiders,

were removed from the hostel at 4-30 A .M. ' (d) what measures have been taken to
9. Three aegeritioll) CrfN°’106/47.Sec'f79 and 426 I.P.C. for the | safg guard the intcrosts of the teachers and
|| gg??vgé4?;ggg:%zggg;:gégggSg;gggggzggézggggF%Z?@égZ§§rfg§;zggggg §§§3§§ézn ey Students of the University from the attmck of
T ggggzggsI.P.C. against four and some others of tﬁe.Bléck Shirt; &ere’ ; ' goonias in the futur%? nd-

registered and are under investigation. It was decided not to, bring back.
for the present the 22 Black Shirt students who were taken out of the
hostel. The first term of the university closed down on 8-10-1947 and so

Wogt of the students have gone home, The two outsiders were arrested and
sent to remand. |

10, A1l these unfortunate ha
fand ill advice from outside peo
Peacefully,

pPpenings are to some extent due to instigation
ple. The convocation on 9-10-1947 passed off

\

$des It.is worth mentioning here that the leaders who took an active part
%n the incidents of 5 and 6-10-1947 are the Same who led the attack on Velavar
Lalkies and organized menials strike. The rioting case against these students
*ere ordered to be withdrawn by the Government in the middle of this year and
Bis has emboldened the students to indulge in acts of rowdylsm with impunlty
fud uttep disregard for authorities. ; 6l
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Seeretariat of the Madras
Legislaturne,
3'8‘483
SRI 8, PARAMANANDA R¥AR, M.L,A.,
Eduecation and Public Health Department,
#Q.Nes341,~ Will the Hen'ble the Mini ster
for educ tion be pleased to sate:
(a) whether it was brought te the notice

of the Gevernment by the Chidambaram Peolice

and the Annamalal University authorities that

these was som eh sFious trouble in the Annamalal
University Hostel ;I\ 6th October 1947;

(b) whether any representction has been
made by a ‘Icﬁy of students ’90 ths G-évemment
with regard fo the trouble in the Annamalai
University; ansla

(e) what aetion the ﬂ-overmnent
' have

ne commnal trouble;
(d) what measures have been taken teo

safe':gu'a.ra the interests of the teachers and

students ef the University frem the attack ef
goondas in the future; amd

_€8)\ whether the Gevgrnment can be .

5 .p%%

secti% S coples)

(b) Yes,
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS .
v % .

25th March 1948] .
Trouble in the A?znaqnalai University Hostel.
| 23 Q.—SB1 S. PARAMANANDA RAYAR: Will the Hon.
the Minister for Education be pleased to state—

(@) whether it was brought to the notice of the Government
' by the Chidambaram Police an the Annamalai University
: a,jltl'i%rities that there was some serious trouble in the Annamalai

University Hostel on 6th October 1947;

(b) whether any representation has been made by a body of
students to the Government with regard to the trouble uatho
" Annamalai University ;

(¢) what action the Government have taken in the matter;

 and :
*  (d) what measures have been taken to safeguard the interests
of the teachers and students of the University trom the attack of
goondas in the future? ‘ !
A.—(a) Yes, by the Police; the University authorities
reported ouly after a report was called for by
(tovernment. -
(b) Yes.
(¢c) Both the Police and the University _autho g
taking action against the culprits. Dlia. Bube
Inspector of Police, Annamalainagar Police sta-
been ordered to be transferred.

tion, has
(d) T# the criminal proceedings or the proceedings of the
University authorities disclose the need for any @
_special measures, the question will be considered.







