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authority comemplatecp;oss‘il:.le nature of the
Section 4, and Tt j: discussed under

S
uch grants could pe given, e
cent of the museum’s s4 > €.8. up to 50 per

ucati a
Or I5 per cent of its ent; tional expenditure,

be coupled with conditi 4 b“flgc% and should

4. .ADMINISTRATION ,
Itis perhaps in thig field
are needed, for under th
government many rate.
trolled by committees
knowledge of science or

Administration

that.the greatest changes
€ existing system of local
aided museums are con-

whHo may have little
art,

e
Incouragement or help given
16. brovinces, and such as
0-ordinated 2
h .
.at.the extension and develop-
18 i

Indispensahle to the future

€Xists is too little c
We would urge t

! such gz
mncreased nationg]

ex .
the form of grants pend“ure, not only in

b :
Ut on the establishment

2 The state of affai
may be h f affairs at the outbreak of ,
gathered from reak of the War

Markham Report. Chapter IV, 22 of the

TN
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~ We would urge furthermore that the organiza-
tion over the whole country of an adequate
museum service should be envisaged. (This
important point is elaborated in Appendix Bf)

5. LOCAL CHARACTER AND EDUC L
LT AND EDUCATIONA

These suggestions do not imply that the Asso-
ciation desires uniformity either of content or
display among the provincial museums and
galleries. On the contrary, one of the aims of
every such institution should be the stimulation
of local interest by the collection and study of
local material.

At the same time, it is suggested that museums
and art galleries everywhere should lay more
stress upon their educational duties. Education,
however, must not be interpreted in 2ny narrow
sense. The scope of museums and art galleries
would be unduly narrowed if they were sub-
ordinated to the requirements of elementary
and secondary education, with which Local
Authorities have hitherto been mainly con-
cerned. Equal consideration should be given
to the instruction of schoolchildren;  to adult
education (not forgetting the numerous unin-
formed casual visitors); and tO specialist research.

Circulating exhibitions are particularly valu-
able (see Appendix C), and we suggest that
fhis 16 ' field Lspecially well suited gfongthe
activity of a central authority-

6. CONCLUSION
The Museum Movement in this Count;;y' hés
rendered very great service to the pu lic in

general, and to specialized classes of vhe public
at an extremely low cost. We
suggest that the time has now com¢ for such

wijl enable

action to be decided upon as )
museums and art gallcries to play their pajit
C'rld- If a

more efficiently in the postwaTy Wi £
better use of leisure be one of the chief 41mS ol an

improved social order, we know of no group of
institutions better able to contributy to this
end than the museums and art galleries; of Great
Britain.

Finally, the C
tion wishes to say that it is at th

in particular,

ouncil of the Museuny; Associa-
e djsposal of

8o
the Committee if further information is desired
sarily briefly referred to in this

on points neces
or on other relevant matters.

Memorandum,
i

APPENDIX A
Possible nature of a central body for encouragement
and help. (Section 4.)
The required central help could be secured in
a number of possiblc ways, preferably by means
of a Museums Grants Committee comparable
to the University Grants Committee.
The central body should in any case be able
o take into consideration the assistance that
museums can give to other cultural organiza-

tions, and that which these in turn can give to
museums.

APPENDIX B

Possible changes in Local Administration. (Section 4.)

From the museum and art gallery point of view

" any proposed re-organization of Local Govern-

ment administrative areas should embody the

following points:— )

(a) Museums and art galleries should be distri-
buted in such a way as to serve the whole
populati(gn of the country.

(b) The administration of such museum and
art gallery service should be entrusted to
some authority of wide scope, with con-
sideration for the geographical completeness
of the service, rather than present adminis-
trative boundaries.

(c) Areas which, by geographical consideration

i should, but by reason of financial limitations
cannot, provide an adequate muscum and
art gallery service, should be given excep-

THE MUSEUMS JOURNAL
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tional financial consideration.

In the constitution of local committees the
following points should in any event be taken
into consideration: That museum and art
gallery committees should be autonomous and
not sub-committees of larger committees; that
co-operation with other education committees
might be established by partial over-lapping
of committee personnel; and that the appropriate
executive officer should attend all meetings of the

committee.

APPENDIX C
Girculating Exhibitions. (Section 5.)

We consider that it is particularly important,
especially in connexion with the activity of a
central body as envisaged in Appendix A,
to encourage the circulation of exhibitions of
works of art and collections of historical, archaeo-
logical, and scientific objects. Travelling collec-
tions of works of art, such as those which have
been organized for so many years by the Circu-
Jation Department of the Victoria & Albert
Museuin, already form an important part of
the activities of the larger galleries; they are
vital to the smaller ones, which cannot afford
to purchase permanent collections or even to
organize special loans from their own financial
resources. It is hoped that the valuable work
done by the Council for the Encouragement of
Music and the Arts during the War will be
continued after the War. Other bodies such as
the British Institute of Adult Education and the
Central Institute of Art and Design might be
asked to collaborate, and the idea might be

extended to include the circulation of collections

other than artistic.



Reprinted from The Museums

Fournal, vol. 42, pp- 78-80, July, 1942
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POST-WAR RECONSTRUCTION
MEMORANDUM ON LOCAL MUSEUM AND ART GALLERY REPLANNING

The Museums Association is anxious to impress
upon all responsible for the Public N[useums. a.nd
Art Galleries of the country the need for giving
most careful consideration to post-war develop-
ment. While recognizing what our institutions
have accomplished there can be no doubt that
much more will be expected of them in the
future. Better provision for educational needs
and the enjoyment of leisure, in both of which
fields museums and art galleries can play a
worthy part, are clearly desirable. Education,
which has in the past tended to lay too great
stress on the printed word, will certainly need to
make more and more use ofi the actual object,
which it is the function of #huseutns to display
intelligently and attractively. The resultant
problem of providing material, staffs, buildings,
and equipment will make heavy calls upon all
museums and art galleries which are or can be
made efficient.

It is therefore incumbent upon officials, com-
mittee members, and trustees to visualize their
responsibilities to the people of their particular
arcas. Good museums and art galleries are as
important to the whole public as are schools and
colleges to the more youthful sections of it, and
just as public library facilities must bear a close
relationship to the size of the local population,
the accommodation of a museum or an art
gallery should be considered in terms of maximum
potential demands. In some places, modification
and re-arrangement may be all that is necessary;
in others an extension may be required; in yet
others a new building may have to be contem-
plated, in which case it must be included in any
general scheme of Post-War Town Planning.

The internal arrangement of the museum or
art gallery is properly a matter for the official
concerned, who could, in the light of past ex-
perience and potential future demands, prepare
a scheme for submission to committee members
and trustees. In it he could indicate the various

departments for which provision should be made 4
taking into account what is appropriate to the
district and to its educational requirements.
Contacts with active members of artistic and
learned societies and with educational bodies will
often yield valuable suggestions. The best
material in the existing collections could serve as
a nucleus and additions subsequently considered
could be assessed in the light of the accepted
scheme. Accommodation should be set aside
not only for the display of the permanent collec-
tions, but also for loan exhibitions, for reserve col-
lections, for lectures, for staffand students, and for
aiding the development of study group/s as well as
catering for individual desires. It is anticipated
that circulating exhibitions will be available on
a far' more extensive scale, and there is every
reason to hope for co-operation on the part of
the national museums and art galleries, as
well as the large provincial centres, in this work.

Imagination is called for in the development
of the smaller museums and art galleries, and
there is good prospect that, if they can produce
worthy, appropriate, and practical schemes,
assistance will be afforded them in the fields of
finance and of scientific, artistic, and technical
advice and skill. While each institution will
retain its individuality, it will not stand alone. In
several regions there are Federations of Museums
and Art Galleries serving as a link with the
national Association and providing Ppractical
help and support. )

The Museums Association aims at ever greater
service for institutions, staffs, and public alike,
Close contact with corresponding organizations
overseas ensures that the Association is in a
position to diffuse research results and to direct
specific inquiries. If at the present juncture
general suggestions, criticisms, or help with
detailed problems are desired, inquiries may he
sent to the Museums Association, Chaucer House,
Malet Place, London, W.C.1.

.

Reprinted from the Museums Journal, Vol. 43, p. 129, December, 1943.
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tle next year, museumns were established at six district head.
quarters, all of them affiliated to the central institution
al Madras and working under the gerersal guidance of the

of ficer-in-charge.
The popularity of the museum in thoss early days
was beyond even the wildest hopes of itg promoters. In the
first half-year of 1854 there were 74,341 visitors as
against about 40,000 of the whole of the previous year.
Balfour thought that the enjoyment which the museum provided
to the thousands of illiterstes among the visitors was in
itself adequate return for the money spent on the institution.”
Dr.Balfour was succeeded by Dr.Bidie. The museum

entered on the second phase of its history in the eighties

of the last century with the appointment of the late Dr.Edgar

Thurston, C.LE., as its first full time Superintendent.

Having had experience of Miseum work before he came out to

India, Thurston found it necessary to define at the outset

the scope of the m > ,
p € museum, The existing collections covered

tields of varying extent in the different museum subjects: in

Geology, for example, collections came from many parts of the

world, while in Natursl fistory they were mostly provincial,

Balfour's opinion was that the thres Presidency towns, Bombay

i B g ) 5 -
Calculta and Madras, should haye miseums with the widest

possible scope, Thurston felt that, under existing conditions,

e l s S , . i
Jip siet oL Seieatltio, fhs gain in width, might easily

be logt 1R dept;z and U.tl]_l’by, Curators 1ike Col,TIendley and

= 171 L. Y s
Dr.Watt disagreed witn 4. 0 L
. SHo8d With this "parochial poliey", as they

\J

ermed it, It was however 1aid down them that Madras was to

)

be a provineial museuy in the strict sense of the term, and
50 it has remained with minor execeptions in a few cases

i f eommsra
_ e - 2ke of comparison
woere g deviation was necessary for Lhs 82 : ‘
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comparison or for the special purposé‘of the elucidation of
points which would be impossible without the introduction
of a foreign object.

The collections in all the different sections of
the museum énormously during Thurston's period of
directorship, His earlier publications included an account
of the Pearl and Chank Fisheries of Manaar and also a study
of the Fauna of the Gulf of Manaar. He added tothe colle-
ction of "Hconomic Products” used now in a.large room =d
wrote on many topics of industrial interest, But his chief
claim to fame rests on his contributions to the EZthnology
of Southern India. s "Ethnographic Notes from Southern
India" and the volumes of "Castes and Tribss of Southsrn
India" will long be of use to warkers in Anthropology. As
a teacher of post-graduate students in Anthropology Thurston
infected many Indians with enthusiasm for social sciemces,

Dr.J.R.Hendsrson, C.I,E.,the next Superinteﬁdent
paid special attention to the proper orgahisation of the
collections and their interpretations through descriptive

catalogues essential but tedious work. He started the most

=y e

Wy A2

important of the extra-mural activities of the museum,

namely, making the exhibits afford instruction to the

visitors through lectures., The system of demonstrations

Srp

to teachers which he initiated still continuss on .iore or

less the same lines, Catalogues of pre-historic antiquitisg j/

copper plate grants, and parts of the coin collections were |

published during his regime, %
Original research and the publication of e xm;sbuJ

Bulletins, temporarily suspendsd by Dr.tend>rson were

TR v e A he New = :
revived by Ur, Gy :;1\]’(—31VQ Not Odl\[ do the siyseun Bulletsd ns
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aid in Lheégrompt publiCation of the results of research
work conducted at the museum buithey also bring to the
Connemara Public Library a large number of periodicals

from various parts of the world, which with its limited
budget, no provincial museum could buy. The prestige whi ch
the ladras Museum enjoys today is largely due to the well
got up bulletins published by it. The total number of publi-
cations issued by the Museum is gbout Ninety.

Staff: In the earlier days of the luseum, there

were a Curator and an Assistant Curator, but abaut 1890 the

Herbarium Keeper's post as added, then zoological, archacolo-
gical and numismatic assistants. There was from about 1896
a combined post of - librarian =nd personal assistant,

but in 1920 the appointment was bifurcated. From 1925 there

Was an assistant to look after the [E_throt;ological collections.

3 Ak :
The post of an archaeological [ was sanctioned on a tempo-

rary basis from 1928, and it was made permanent in 1937,

COLLECTTONS.

The rangs of the existing collections is briefly
indicated in the 'Handy Guide' of which copies have already
been sent round, It has not been possible, due to lack of
funds to make the Natural Jistory Sections, Zoology, Botany,
and Geology, more attractive than they are now, In this,
Bombay has stoldva marci over us, but Madras is poor and so
45 its Museum, What we lack in beauty.and grandeur we make

; : m ) e £ n111 ¢ * the Fresidenc
up by thoroughness, 1ihe flora and fauna of the FPresidency

are represented in as good a manner as simple gl ass cases
and bottles will alow. Unfortunately, again geology
suf lers for want of general interest in the subjeet and for

want of a geologist to look after thbe subject,

e,

e e —
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For the preparation of diofajés for Botany and
Zoology the addition to the staff of a trained musesum
artist is highly desirable,

The Amaravati and other Buddhist Sculptures.

The whole gallery has to be completely rearranged;
some of the sculptures having years ago been imbedded in

the walls.

PICTURES.

The number of pictures in the swuseun is only 315, ‘f‘
Of these 241 were acquired after 1942. A part of this
snall collection of pictures was exhibited before 1942 in
the small entrance hall in the rear block. The remaining
pictures were kept in ths reserve collsctions. B

Dr,.Gravely was of the opinion thit with the
existing resources in staff and money, the luseum camot

undertake the big task of =cquiring pictures and organising

|

a picture gallery for the Province, He felt that, if the ?i

-

school of Arts or some similar institution with g §taff

of experts mooted the idea of a picture gallery, the

i 3 3 1 2 “l““
wpseum would have well-advised in meking over the small :

collection that we have to such a body. Though we o

have waited i"“?/ no public body, interested in pain-

&

t@%ings his came indd being to start a picture gallery

!

' ;
for Mgdras, t

therefore that the Museum should not let |
slip opportunities to acquire pictures, When the school ;

i

of arts disposed of thair duplicates of pictures, with \

the Government's permis:ion we acyuired 2 number of bhem,
y friend of the myseum re ently made us 3 pressnt of

sixteen pictures, To th» best of wy knowledge, the i
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tle Guestion of a picture gallery for Madras hss not yet besn |

seriously considered. I may add here that the Provincial The nucleus of the buildings was ths small central

Museums in Bombay and Lahore have picture galleries and that \ hsll in the rear block —- the entrance hall used as picturel; F

in the proposed National luseum at New Delhi, If’iﬁe Art"™ is a | gallery and the skeleton room--. The Oriental Manuscript L

third section, irchasology amd nthropology being the first Library Hall cane up in 1875 -6 and  very minor addibions

two. The care of pictures and their proper exhibition and ' were made in 1883-4 and 1892-3. The front buildings and

interpretation require special training and experience. The the Library Block were comﬁleted in 1895, to which

building to be used as a picture gallery should be carefully additions were made in 1903-4, 1907-8, and 1918-19. The

(Gesigned with arrangemeﬁts to regulate humidity and ter;lperature, 4 present office block was canpleted in 1912-13, and exten- |
45 a temporary arrangement I have considered the sions to the rear block, namely, the area numbered 5 in the

possibility of exhibiting pictures in two rooms we have , ) plan in the Handy Guidsl,) am LSRR the, melig

upstatrs of the Rear Buildings, ons .of iHich was being used j | i gallery in 1920-21. The Chemical Laboratory was built

as the Coin Hoom and the other zs the Tthnology store room, in 1936-37 and the latest extensions in 199, Mxcept

The strong room proposed by me (P,6) will nowever have first | the latest addition, which was specially planned for the ™

to be gt before this accommodation can be diverted to house " | exhibition of sculptures, the remaining buildings were

pictures. added piece-meal in small instalments. The stranggling

nature of the buil dings makes watch and ward g matter of x

great difficulty. The lighting in many of the galleries LS
is defective, instances of which I will point out during ;Qi'

| vour inspection of the buiddings. In the new buildings
l proposed these defects will have to be rectified. F,
» Strong rooms for coins and ressrve collection of 'i

bronzes, In G,0,No.Ms.763 of 1942 Government Bave
directions for the proper custody of bronzes. G.0,No,lis.
1282 dated 20th August 1944 contains the rules approved
by Govermment for the proper custody and care of the coin
collections. The coins will have t o be kept in coin cabi-
nets of the recognised pabtern of which a large number will

have basgotsl:




sEgi//l i ;’2"/M/
very unsatisfactory, I submitted proposals in 1941 to
Government for the construction of g strong room, but
because of war conditions they could not then be fully
oonsidered. An isolated building was then proposed, but
the Consulting Archtect to the Government expressed the
opinion that scattered and isolated buildings should as
far as possible be avoided. .We should consider the possi-
bility of having the strong rooms for bronzes and coins
in the north-eastern wing of the proposed Block B of the
extensions which was sanctioned in G.O0,No.346 of 6th

February 1929,

Rebuilding the office block., The new extensions,

as you will see, just so closely on the office building

that light and air cut of i from it., It is moreover completely
overcrowded leaving little room for the storing of publi-
cations, records, and articles of general store. The restau-
rant and tiffin room facilities for the public and the

museum and library staff are very inadequate. In his letter
No.1325-1"37 dated 20th September 1937 Dr.Gravely sent up
proposals for a new office building, but it still remains

to be considered. liy submission is that a very high priority

shoul d be given for this building also.

Match and Ward, Some Indian vuseums have armed guards

to ensure the safety of valuables. With the sall of example

of the Patng iuseum which g few years ago lost all its collection

of coins and jewellery through a daring burglary, we ought
to be forewarned snd consider my proposal that this luseum
should have armed guard provided for the night patrol of
the buildings.

‘Roads in the grounds Since it is bhighly desirable

5
e

J. | L
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desirable to reduce dust affecting the exbibi%‘ssml'feel
that the dust nuisance will be considerably reduced if the
roads on the grounds of the iMuseum should be tarred. -

The problem of the illiterate visitor During normal

pre-war times, over a thousand visitors used to came to the
museum galleries every day. Regarding a very large perc-en-
tage of these visitors who are jlliterate and cannot read
our labels the Report on Indian luseums sald:-

" ..although the interior of the [useum was packed
and produced the inevitable accompaniment of fingered
gl sss, betel spit and dirty marks on the walls, one
realized that this was ons of the surest ways of inter-
preting ths outside world to the masses of India. In
this way and perhasps in the way alone can the illite-
rate visitor be given any conception of the world
beyond nis village or its nearest large tom. Fro
mental horizon cannot be expanded through the medium
of boghs Dbecause of hisilliteracy, or even thoough
the cinema because of histpoverty, bui the museum
skilfully parades before him the accumul gted treasures
of a Province; though the interpretation of it is left
to his native wit. We feel that one of the first
requirements of tle Indian lluseums Movement isthe
 sympathetic study of the problem of the illiterate ,
visitor™" ‘

The only way of dealing with this problem is tle gppoin tment
ofCuide Lecturers or docents as they are chlled in U,S.A.
Gven in the London suseums the services of the docents are
much appreciated by literate visitors. In reply to my re cent
enquiries, I am to say that the Nagpur suseum has alre ady
appointed a Guide Lecturer and that similar appointments

are under consideration in Bombay. make the luseum

more useful and inleresting visitars by giving them the

services Guide Lecturers.
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Defects

1) Pre-history and fnthropology
Collections
Very high congestion -Further

. collections being received.
Exhibition cases unsatisfactory.

2) Bronze Galleries.
Defective lighting
Storage accommodation desirable,

« 3) gmaravati and other Buddhist

Sculptures.
Some slabs set up in walls

4) Pictures Two small rooms not
adequate for the existing
collections of over 300 pictures

5) Natural History Sections.
Not attractive because we do not
have many habitat groups and no
dioramas.

6) Coin room Not strong. Safes
not fitted with standard size
coin cabinet pattern of drawers,
Safes not adequate,

7. Office Block.
Heavy congestion.

8. Watch and Ward,
Not very efficient,

9. Dust Nuisance,

10.I1literate Visitors

i1, fducational facilities.

- —

o
‘ ~ -
Suggest¥0n,

(458
\ ¢

—®

A New Block of buildings, Block B

(See plan) samctioned in G.O, 346 of 2
6-2-1929. TFunds should be made avails-
ble for this as early as possible.

This building will take the ground

floor available for the expansion of

the Library. ‘

Re-allignment of cases - llore sky-
lights - lore room will be available
if the inthropological collections
are shifted to Block B..

. should be removed and exhibited
under glass, & in British Museum.

7111l the present coin room and
Ethnology store be suitable for a
temporary picture gallery?

Thether the Museum shoul d under -
take the purchase of pictures with
a view to organise a regular picture
gallery, which we do not have at
present,

More storage spare nesded to provide-"*
room for larger hapitat groups. ‘
A Museum Artist is also bally B
needed. B

Coin room-suggested in Block B |
instead of an isolated strong room.

=i

New and larger office building
as 1n plan. -

=

Armed guards may be considered,
Tarring of the roads in the ground&i
pppointment of Guide Lecturers,
fppointment of a Curator for

Education - Proposal submitted to
Government,

irag,



Copy of.letter No.187-3'46 dated 2nd February 1946 irom
the wuperintendent, Govermment luseum, Madras to the Secretary to
Govermment, Fducation and Fublic Health Department, Madras,

Sub:— Committee to suggest improvements to the iuseum -
Report. ’

Ref:- G.0.No,Ms.665 Edn., dated 27th April 1945,

T have the honour to submit herewith the recomuendations
of the zbove committee signed by all the members thereof*,

The Committee met twice on 9th June 1945 and 2lst January
1946, Wr.D.P.Roy Chowdhury being present at the second meeting
by special invitation, To go into the questions about the re-
organisation of the fmaravati Gallery, and the eccommodation for
reserve and duplicate collections, a special Sub Committee consist-
ing of Mr.T,N,Ramach sndran Mr.V, M, Narasimham and Dr. A, Aiyappan
was appointed; this Sub Committee met on 25th June 1945 and its
report was accepted by the Main Commi ttee at its last meeting.

RECOMVENDATTONS.

e 'tl> The Committee is of opinion that a new block of buildings
15 quite necessary for housing the prehistoric and anthropological
collections and coins and other valuables.

2) The Committee recommends that the west wing of the first
f}oor‘OI the Front Buildings may be reserved for bronzes, after
lighting is improved in certain parts in which it is now unsatis-
factory, and remodelling some of the cases so as to permit all the
sidks of the images being viewed by visitors.,

5) The Committee recommends that the Amaravati gallery be
rearranged after taking out the sculptures set in the walls., The
details of the arrangement will be settled later by a Sub Committee
consisting of ur,T.N, Ramachandran, br,V,Narasimhan and Dr. A, Aiyappan
(please see p.3.4)

4) The Committee is of ppinion that the time has come for
the creation of a picture gallery worthy of the metropolis of the
Madras Province, illustrating the various phases of Uriental and
Mestem painting. '

fhile the foregoing is in process, the present coin room
and etmology store - room be made available after necessary altera-
tion, for the exhibition of a selection of the paintings already
in the Wuseum,

1 5) The Comnittee recommends that the Zoological ga¥leries
.?nould be male more atiractive by habitat groups. This will
involve the engagement of a museum artist.

6) The Committee recommends the full electrification of the
buildings, eleetrification of sa ch g)arts a5 the reptile gallery
downsfeirs, where matural ldghting is not possible, being taken

- T ‘:'[.7 .‘;‘4\ " R s a S =
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7) The Committee recommends the early revival of the post of
Curator, Numismatic Section, j

8) The Commi ttee recomiends that addit'ional‘provision be made f
for reserve and duplicate collections, details of which will be worked ©
out by the Sub Committee mentioned under item 3. (See p.3.3)

9) The Committee recommends that the road surfaces in the
grounds of the useum be made dust proof.

10) ASSISTANT CURATORS: The Committee feels that there is need
for the appointment of two Assistant Curators to work as Guide Lectu-
rers and to assist the Curators. The scale of pay suggested for the
Assistant Curators is Rs,75-10/2-125, \

QUALIPICATION: B.A. in Hiswry for the Assistant Curator
to be attached to the Archacological and. mnthropological sections,
and B. A, or B.Sc., in Natural Science for the Assistat Curator for
the Natural Science Sections, wita proficiency in Tamil and Telugu.
The selected candidates should be given training for three months
after appointment. '

11). ART GALLERY: The Comzittee considers that the Victoria
Technical Institute Building on the Pantheon Road is eminently suitable
for being used as an Art Gallery provided the following suggestionS
are carried, owt:=

\

a) In the matter of pictures (1) along with other methods
of acquisition of pictures, the idea of acquiring pictures
through periodical exhibitions of the works of individual
artists be fully explored;

the acquisition of pictures should be made through a

representative expert committee consisting of nominees of the
Victoria Technical Institute Council and nominess of the Govern-
ment,

b) M officer of gazetted rank, borne on the establishment
of the Government buseum, with sufficient experience of art
galleries generally and of running exhibitions and with adminis-
trative and organising ability, on a salary inthe scale of
Rs .250-3%0 (initial pay to be fixed according to qualifications)
sioul d be appointed to be in full administrative charge of the
Art Ggllery;

¢) The following funds saould be set apart for initial ang
recurring expenditure, solely for the acquisition of exhibits:
Tnitial expenditure Rs.200,000 /- recurring expanditure,

Rs .20,000/- ennually.

d) The officer in charge of the Art Gallery should be given
an adequate establishment consisting (1) of an Assistant (p
Rs ,100-10/2-200) with knowledge of publicity matters ang (2)
clerks and menials, o aa

1. 84) C.0.Coorey. Esq. Chairman
2. 0.l .Narasimhen 2-2-46
5, " V,R Ramachandrac Dikshitar.
4, " Dr,Cousins™
Read at 11.30,A.M,on the 2nd Teb, ‘46
B, " 7 R, Ramachandran 226,

™ m
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(sd) Mr.R.Janardhanan
2.11.46 .
7. " 3 Alyappan (Convener)

Txcept the minutes of the last meeting, wiich he
did not attend,

-,
| s

|
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[ p20pOSALS FOR ARRANGHUENTS FOR MAINTENANCE &IC OF VALUABLE OBJECTSw

S

il

}“.('Z {

GOVERNMENT MNUSELULIN LN

%

Can exhibition and storage of Valuables be treated separately from

oxhibition and storage of Non-Valuables?  Will not the problems of

2 (a)

. yaluables and non-valuables have to be considered together?

"\ which are the sections of the Musewn and the classes of the

of the objects that would be affected ?

(p)

Are the proposals general and in regard to all material in all

- the sections ?

R

that
?b)

¥

4 (a)
secti

Which are the objects in the various sections of ‘the luseun
would be considered valuable?

Can any principles be formplated for the determination of what

N are valuable, or are reugh and ready tests alone possible?
" (c) Will a separate list of valuables be maintained ?

[ ]
Lt

How,faf does the present distribution of the exhibits of the same
on in different parts of the building affect the responsibility

of the officer or officers responsible for maintenace and safety ?

(b)

How will each officer be held to his responsibitlity if there

Yﬁould be difficulty in working it ?

LUTED)
E.‘ 'y e
|
1la)
ﬂ.\( g)
(e)

(d)

I3 a reallocation of spaces possible, to secure better mainte-

B (c)
%ﬁéce and more certain xezpmmEx safety?
!

Any proposals for periodical che4k for maintenance and for check?
ould they be related to regular maintenace and safety?

What are the difficulties encountered in the past?

£

\hat are the measures taken in the past for obviating the difficuihy

How have thep worked and how are they proposed to be revised?
What would the immediate measures be? What the next ones?

Will not a collection of relevant previous papers\%gﬁ?seful? 9#‘;_
= - ‘ | x
4 3
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~ Hecommendations of fhe "SUD-UOMMITNEe wilch mer on Homsy-

¢ , L

25th June 1945 at 4 p.m. all the members being present.

R Reorganisation of the Amaravati gallery,

1. The Amaravati- galléry is now over-crowded. All the
sculptures in the walls should be vemoved from their
present setting(because of the presence of salts in

o most . of ‘them) and re-assembled after chémical treat-
; ment , care being taken o0 arrange the sculptures,
according to periods. = The rail 'should be re-aligned
" Gast to west to admit llght‘falllng n it, and both
) this and the base of the drum should also be re-arrange
- ed.. 0 make them more like the original. The smaller
peatfpburen) Fr 00 Amaravati and otheyblaces and the surplus which
cannot gb into the Amaravati room should be exhibited
' in the extensions of ‘ths Buddhist gallery (Orients)
Manuscript Library Hgll). The pit near the re-con-
structed rail in The Amgravati room may be filled up
after removing the sculptures. Duplicates should
be weeded out and stored in the Archaeological godownr

2. The Committee considered how best to use the lecture

A roon attached to the Oriental Manuseript Library Hali

- and is of opinion that' it should be utilised for - -
Museum lectwres and mestings of 1earned bodies such a9
the Archasological Society of Southern. India. Because
of the very freouent engagements in the Museum thestre
it is becoming increasingly difficult to arrange such
lecturce and ‘meetings in the Theatre. Electric lights

\ Faw and fans should be provided.

%z . Apropos the proposals for the ré-grrangement of the

‘ Badmnigt sallerios ang the need for models in Sowalign

and other galleries of the Museum,the Committee feglg

" that there is need for a modeller and urges the gppoint

. ment of an artist-modeller. A re-consticted wodel of

j the Amaravati Stupa should be placed in the Afaravats
gallery @ to serve as a key to the exhibits. i

/

. kccommodation for reserve and duplicate collectiong.

.Regerve collections should be housed In well-1lighteq
and well ventilated stowgge rooms where they cap bek
seen. and studied. The exiisting godowns sre unguital’

' fortkeeging anything of value and can in the opinjiop
© of the 4

ub-counittea, 'be used, after improvenen

- as the provision of exhaust fans, clectric 1igh§§n§“°-
and making the floor daump proof, for storing furni%nﬁ
and othermiscellaneous articles. The space between
the Oriental Manuseript Hall and the present godown 5.
recomnended to be utiliged for the construction of 5 »®
low terraced godown to be used ag an archaeclogicsl - w
godown,. This maY run the whole length of the Geologi

“ cal gallery,should be made damp-proof ,and the height
shou%d be up to the level of the window sills of the

Geological gallery. i

A, gimilar godown may be constructed on the w
side of the Geological galleries.: SStery

The reserve collections of the Zoological and p..
anical collectiong mgy be housed in the space that . -
be gvailable by the addition of an upper ctoreyhe +p it
stuffine room block. ; ha S

In the block B of the proposed extensions to thg
Mugenm buildings, it ig pssential thatl cellar accom-
mocdation should be provided for takinmg in relevant

reserve and duplicate collections.

) Ct:;ﬂ.t eleen..
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5 ¢ 7 \" 15
e / = | P C.F. 32 (a). N
"‘»’ /:QC/ g I. e - pe 28 ~Depatrtment [ : Received...iemmms : Reéiét?rod .
PR LAXNRRAE L mA aar> 1\ VS From (Name) Sri A Aiyappan ,M,%ﬁ, 5 To
i - J s 7 .D.|, ,.
. s b Designation Superintendent, - The Secretary_to Gover nuent,
' ) : : Governiwent Museun, .| ° Education and Public Health
e eh s ' ' ! Station - Madras. P . » - Department,
wA 9F 2 B, s o Madras,
J " ? EYE
A (s " ) 3 ) 0w 3 .3* "*I - : . :
: e Enclosures: No..... 1352-2/45 dated..0Lh Novenher. . jesb5 .
e g e i e R . : : <
5 5 e 1 Nt ‘ ’A—;":-r_ -’“ ) :
i g ) ' gy A e, & \ ' e S o) S
) 4 i T Sub: Gov‘gz went Museum-, Ae-arrangement of .
LS ™ A . Ak AN Ry x| : ™ E N exhibi g o e e /37
i ot TR B AU LA a8 W B- HOV 1045 V. ! S
5 | L il Reference Goveérnment Memorandum No.38428-A/45-1
» & S ‘ ’hw;\ : ,&Mﬁa' Education dated 24th October 1945, -~ |
i W Y T z -
) . e F "l b W.&:ﬂ‘m Y 4 st > ” S o Ve o
: SoLid ¢ |, e . The last batch of the articles sent away”to
i © thé snterior was received on 18th October L5, A
200d pgrt of the re-arrangement has already been dons,
ut owing to various inevitable difficulties, parti-
¥ cularly in getting materials in the merket, and also :
W ’ the services of carpenters, it will not be possible .
to complete the re-arrangement before the middle of |
39 Dacember,ss. The Executive En%lneer, A.B,P, Division
~ /| hag™ beéen specially reouested to complete his work
expeditiously. The Stuffing Room Block which was
used by the A.R.P, Depot as a kitchen has to undergo
§ | several
e, R -




S collections in Zoolo

Governmént Musenm \.
Mad as,5-12- %5@9&,

L) |

sec;r%tar& t “Govt . ,‘
2201 ‘lic Hea,lth Deptt
Eﬁcaiﬁjul&rﬁ‘l ‘

s T doN

several strucgtural alg;;era.tions to house parts of the rqugrvp

: t
Ag the Committeg h £ Hex
25 to be given at_its/meeting s
piigreas n.dea Otf) t%e Y8-war state of thegMuseum I would subfalt _
| Lthat it will be %s "0 _hold the meeting aftexr the 15th cf S'll', e g a
December 1945, shall meanwhile secertain a date suitable. Yo The re- a,'ra,ngement oflithie

i
exh t's in the lerieg will
be ég;apie@e d by tﬁé ﬁlmrd sweek of -

December 1345 exceIL in the

‘orallery The P.W.D.
Geological & ry. At orene

is editing the:r
wovkbeut owing t @ nmon-avail -

. the members of the Commlttee

‘e

I have the honour to be, | v

Sir
E . s#Your most obedient ser vant ?gérllét¥mogsgll%sg . 13 23‘81a1§3é¥’hé
‘““IQ””‘P‘“ C) (s ywood {’n the sky-lights of the A
5&4& S fl:.omt Bmld.tng—, parts of which,
kit - consequentl y are very ill- 1phtedr

f ° now. 'Owing to_the pressure’ of
o} th.@r %rk,%l have not been able

Jwika,: MP—»»A/‘ e S q ~ Superintfendent .

Ll £
. ! 2ol hoy ...,,j Le W [#L arrange A % erly

y -. i e 3 'ﬂ’ R o~ us" ‘ﬁidcqéngr%m %1% hf‘f to
) ) i L : ‘a 5 it 3 e ao na; ln
C\.‘.H""‘j ek 4 o et he ’gé*gg of the. ueror it i
Y : : um‘ 5 ection, N T¥RB8e] ;. |
\ hgwe‘i)bthat the meetlng of the |
, Golpml isaernedd tbmmm,}l |

Vesaccord.
ct; st‘dg‘lﬁ"@ﬁﬂ @‘ % let
fimicion of 3 ot el oo
‘ anuar nex tin ,
\ of theuacgmmlttee L 8 0‘

LY

%‘n’ % Super intend esr;f\.L }
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April 12
I have tha

racommandations of tho

all the members thereor?

The
2ist January
the
To go into the questions

sent gt sacond

of the Amaravati Gallery,
regerve and duplichite
Committee
Mr .. V.K, Narsimhan

thig Sub-Committes met on

= -

Joport was accepted by
*last mesting.

~ _ B

I have %he

Your

Exd. 6 that coeliding ha
m';(mafo qf &ﬂfvtf\rd

honous to

above committ

Committce met twice on 9th June 1945 and
1845 , Xr. D.P, Roy

meating hy special invitstion.

nqllactions, 8 qpeczal Suh-

snd Dr.A Aiyspman was appointed:

0 quggagt imprOVPmantq to the

D)

7.655 Edn., dated 27th

v .
submit herewith the
82 sitrned by

¢

Chowdhury . being pre-

about tha ro-organisation -

and thoe accommoﬂaﬁion'for

consliseb ing of Mr T W dqmaﬂhand*aﬁ noH

o
A
9

25th Juns 1945 and 1ts

the main Commitbes at its

honour %o be,
TR,

moes obgdient servant
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N7 The Committes recommends the early r

19,

iy . ART GALLERY The Comn

_RECOMMENDATIONS ,

e

F

/7 -2

P
L4

1. The Committes is of opinion that 3 new block of buildings
- 1s aquite necessary for housing the prehistoric and anthro-
pological'cgllectlons and coinrs and other valuablegs,
: 21Ca, :

i 2 The Committee recommends that the west wing of the first

; floor of the Front Buildings may be reserved for bronzes,
‘ after lighting is improved in ceortain parte in which it
. 1s ndw unsatisfactory, and remodelling some of the cages
| 50 as %0 permit a1l the sides of tha images being viewed
| A% by vigitors.

3. The Committec recommends that the Amaravati Y3,
arragnged after tgking out the sculptures se% §
The *déetails of the arlangement will be settled later Oy g,
Sub-Committee consisting of Mr ,T.N. Rgmachandran  Nr .V,
Nargsimhan and Dr .4 .Aiyappan. (please see p. 3.4))

llery be re-
in the walls,

4. Il The Committes is of opinion that tho time has come for the
creation of a2 picture gallery worthy of the metropolis of
the Madras Province, illustrating the various phases of
Oriental and Western painting. e

While the foregoing is in process, the present coin
room ands ethnology store = room be made availagle,afﬁer :
necessary alteravlon,for the{gxhibition of a selection of
1€ paintings already in the Museun.

5. The Committec rgcommends that the
. e made more ghtrachtive by habita; groups. Thisg will in-
volve the engagement of a museun artist. ‘ .

The Committes recommends the full elechrificat ion of the

uildingg, electrification of such parts as the reptile
galler¥ downstairs , where natursl lighting is not possible,

\Wla—/ being tgken up firet .

\

evivall,of the. post.of
Curator, Numismatic Section. i ‘L : %

4 L]
o [ 4

provision be mgde
Of which will

8. The Committee recommends that sdditismal ‘
for reserve and duplicafe collections, details
be worked om?»by the Sub-Committes ment

ioned under item 3.4 -
gee p. 3,B ‘ > ¥
9,v/ The Committee recommends that the rogd surfaces in the

groungs of the Museum be made dust-sm proof.

.6

Y 48
ASSTSTANT CURATORS. The Committos feels that there i
fom.the a@pointment of two Assicstant Curators to work
Guide Lécturers and 0 assist¥xthe Curators, The scale of
pay suggested for the Assistant Ourators 18 Rs.75-10/8~125'
Qualification: B.A. in History forthe Asshgtant Curgtor
- %o be attached to the Archaeolggical-and Anthropological
sections, and B.a

5 ., fmv or B,Sc., in Natural Sciences for
+ the Assisbant Curator for the Natural-Scisnce Sections, with
.(—prof1c1cncv in Tamil and Telugy.

& need
8
8

R

‘ ; : ; The g geledted candi-
ggggs‘sbould‘be given Yraining for three monthe sfter appoing
L

»
%

Ll , 1it426 tongiderg that the Victoria
recinical Ingtitute Building on the Fantheon Roaq i
\ eminently suitablo for being used 8y aw Avy @g\ipv§
rovided the following BLIZA8EIoNS ars carried cub .

3
(a) In the matter of pictuyes (1) a3

ong . with other
of ad¢quisition of picturss

nethoda

th e i(i(“‘% ’-\’10 a9 a3 = * -
: el DR by e 000 LGCRIOT goani ritno it pe .
thr dugh yﬁll@dl@&l Qxhlhlﬁlﬁng 6t ths 3 oo .?»rﬂqgc:u 2.
altigle he llygexmplored. ; LR TR YT
| . Pihred:
Loa R 4 £ J i - ‘fA » b 7 $t
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Kd)

(2)

» an officer of gagebted rank, borne on the establi;@&t

i | experience of art galleries generally and of
\ ranning exhibitions and with gdministrative and
| organising ability, on g salary 'in the scale of

]

£
|
g |

I | }

through a g representatbtive expert committee con-
sigting of nominecs of the Vietoria TecHniggls
Institute Council and nomineesg of the Government :

the acouigition of pictures should be mads \

ment of the Government Museum, with sufficient

~

5.050-350 (initial pay to be fixed in according

to_qualifications) should be sppointed to be in £x

full administrative charge of ths Art CGallery:

L3R

the following funds should be set apart for
Inkkkiax initial and recurring expenditure!
solely for the scquisition of exhibits : Initial
expenditure R:.200,000/-5recurring expenditure,
Rs. 205000/~ snnually: T Y
the offiger in charge of the Art Gallery should
be given an adeguate establishment  consgisting
(1) of an Assistant (pay '-.100-10/2-200) with

!, knowl edge of publicity matters and (2) of clerks

and menials. "

o

1.(s) C.0.Convey £39-

21 (‘M%,msmﬁﬂu '2*}2}‘&'6
3. PCK[7(4~m¢anwﬁ4J¢*xSaikallkk;
4. (Sd))‘c- Cousins® X

5 TR S AN o e 32 g

- "

3 C‘-uzu'.m-..




|
|

%
- % N et
T el a}.f.a\ .;—n,A« padd 2 5 A

s BN sty v 4 o T s R 8
s i 3

R Lo, ‘ ?
Gllogaiins
7ty 4 i s

¢

o TR P
e ———— ¥ "T" —
! £

I ———

*ﬂﬁ“ PP e
‘_,',Z

Recommendations made by the Special fzx Sub-Committee and

i
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’ !

approved by the Committees. ”

A. REORGANISATION OF THE  AMARAVATT GALLERY.

1
%
The Amgravati gallery is now over-crowded. All the k'

sculptures in the wallg, should be removed from their pre.
sent settingy(beaanse of the presence of salte in most ~rl
them) and re-assembled after chemical treatment, care bein|
taken o arrange the sculpfures according to periods. |
The rail should be re-gligned east to west to s dmit licht |
falling on it, and both this and the base of the drum
should also be re-srranged to make them more like the |
originallk. The smaller scubptures from Amaravati and
other places and the surplus which cannot go into the )
Amgravati room should be exhibited in the extensions of tha
Byddhist gallery (Oriental Manuscript Library Hall). The

{

git near tho re-constructed rail in ths Aharavati.room may ]

e filled up after removing the sculptures Durlicis
A it U 19 Sk G\l O e ,'3_ es
shpuld be weeded out and stored in thae Archacolo~ioal
godown. Il R

1 W

The Committee congidered how best t0 use the lécture room

attached to the Oriental Manumerint Library Hall and is of i

| |

opinion that it should be ufilised for Musenm lectures and

mectings of lecarned bodies such as the Archasologicsl

Society 'of Southern India.. Beeause of the very freaquent

engagements in tho Musenm theafre it s hezem rgky becom-

ing increasingly sxffaXxgrk difficult %o ‘arranse such

lectures and meetinge in the Theatre. Electric lights and
- fans should be provided. ¥

'

galleries and the need for models in these and other oal-
 leries of the Museum, the Committes fesls t%ét the?e %s
fneed for g modeller and wurges the appointment of an
artigt-mocdeller. 4 re-constructed model of the Amaravabi
! Stupa, should be placed in the Amaravati gallery to serve
as a key tec the exhibits. : '

B. = ACCOMMODARION FOR RESERVE AND DYPLICATE COLLECTIONS.

Reserve collections should be housed in well-lighted and .
well-ventilated storage rooms where they ¢an be scen
and studied. The exisgting godowns are wunsuitable for
keeping anything of value and can in the opinion of the
"Sub-Conmitice, used, after improvements such ag the
«provision of exhaust fgus, gloctric lighting and makhng
ohe floor damp proof, for gtoring furniture and other
migecellanecus articles. The space between the Orient=1
Manuscript Hall and the present godown is recommended to

f
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be utilised for the construction of a low terraced godown L

0 be used as an archadological godown. This: mav Tun
the whole lemgth of the Ge%logic%l Gdllery, shoulg ba

made damp-proof, and the heicht should be up to th -
of the angow sills of %he geglogical gallegg, P thisl

o )
.. A sinilg ,r godown ma{ be constructed on the western
' side of the Teological gallerice. ,

The reserve collections of the Zoological g

: ; d B §S A'/“g.‘l“'\
collections  may be housed in $he space that ﬁ?ll %Elnlv L

gvailable « by the addition of sn ubper wke
® stuffing r oom block . an - upper xiw

In the block B of the : :
Museum buildings, 1% isq %%@%ﬂ%ggthhquEXRglﬁ“s Yo sl
sion ehould %e provided for takins :n cos o)
jand duplicate collections Sl
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MINUTESIOF THE COMMITTER MEETI@Q HELD O MONDAY 21st January#f?éé.
- = :

e o a
’

o>

Members present:
l. Mr, C.C.Coorey.==sse==x

2. Mr. V.R.R.Dikshit¥r,

3% M R.Janardhamaﬁ“ﬁﬁidu§
Mg % :

4.7Mr.'T}E;Ramachandran.‘fg
» g o

5. Mr.*D.P. Roy Chowghury (

6. Dr. BAAlLyappat.

3w D
m

(T

nd duplicate collections was accepted,

>
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240

e ':_L‘

by special invitation)

3

The special Sub-Committee's reEnOriabonds the reorgan i~
lon of the Amaravati Gallery and accommodation for reserve

Bie
need s omn
as zuide

ASSISTANT CURATORS:
the appointment orf
lecturers and to as

A
The Committee fegls

that there is

twOAA§Sl°
¥
s1s e

Curators to moxk

dfipay~suggested for the As
Suadl iiveations’ B, AL in:
attacned t6 the Archaeologi

e’
%St%tafgsw~?he~aa§1‘x'i
sietant Curators. is Re.75-10/2-125,
etory For the 4ssistant Curator to be
cal and Anthrogodagical sections,

© and B. A, yor B.Sc. in Watural Science for the As

the Nagfur
Telugu,

al Science sections

y With profigiency

slstant Curator for
in Tamil and

The selecteq candidates should “be .

‘b

for three months after appointment.

&

glven training

»

i * ART GALLERY: The

Suggestione are carr@ed out

D .

Technical Institute Buildine op the Pantheon Road is emin

Committee censiders that the Victoria
ety

suitable Tor beins used as?Art Gallery provided the following

s
H ¥

-

: 8 @
(a) In’the matter or plctures, along

WP R
With other methods

of acguisition of piletures, the fééa of acquiring !
- pictures through periodical exhibitions of the works H
6f individual‘artlsgg be fully explored;
2 ‘ ¢
Qb%(zhe acquicition o9f pictures should .be made throughsa b
rgpresentative expert committee comelisting Wf nominees
.#@L the Victoria Technical Institute Council, and '3
nominges of b Government; . o " # &
(bd an officer of iazetted’rank, borne on the'éétablishmeht'hi
of the Government Museum), with sufficiént experience of
‘ art galleries generally and of runnine exhibitions and
. With administrative and organising ability, on a salaryy ‘
In the scale of Rs.zbo-zbo(inltial nay 4to be. fixed .#
' according to qualiflcatlonsL should befappointed to
Pesam full administrative charze of the Art Ga&lery;
L] ! .

-

.

Y

. ,vf_ﬁ g

e o

, (&F tue following funds should be set apart for initia% B

3 W and reeurring e€xpenditure, solely for the g&fuisition

A of dxhilbitee= Initial eXpenditidre Rs, 200,000
recurring expenditure,'Rg.QO,ﬂOO anmnually,

v ' 5
,(d)'the offiger #in'chare

H L

0l the Art Gallery should be Ziven

K4

# an adequate establishment consisting

(1) of an As

gistant

; (pay R08=10/2-2500
and (2)

) with knowled

. *The Com

@t ite first meet
pletare zaller¥,

nittee resolvegd

?f.o@erks and menials,

1ng to include Weste m art

e amendeq resolution i

Lo amend résolution i

ge of pullicity matters,

= U ‘ i
0 the scope o th
ag 1ol lowesg

e R
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e Committee 1s 0ofF opmlon thawsihe t1m° has comek “ y
the 'creation of¥az ‘v gallery worthy of thef
régoiis of e "{adr ng Province, 1llu<=t1:,-at}m_~ the £
'1035 bhases of Or1en»t'al,>and .‘/estern,palptmg.

N

"

S es, the present coin room
ile tlie L@reaomg ie in proce
# |and ethno].ogfrl store room f “made avalla‘qle aftersnecessary altera-
tfons for the exnl‘mt igne of ¢ the eeler‘tmn of paintings already in

th® Museum. " sy | B
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Letter No. 33— 424 ,4/1(5 s" Xin. dated, syz/l/é A '77

T

1
'

o
y/ ,/'I‘he Convener, Museum Corm;ittee,

\'adras. w:

Sub:~- Museum - Gavernment‘ - Im@rovements to the Museum.
_ Refy~-- Fron the Convener, No.187- % /46 ddted 2-2-45,

= =

I am directed to z;qkncm'ledge with thenks the receipt of

< .
v

%

recommendations of the Committee.

2
M@% g

The recommendatipns Will be, ex=amined sej.sara'tely. by
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3 > - Madras Record Office;} o~
i AP § ch) : : J Chittoor, 4vhi April '46.
\ 4 o~ { Y - 4 S e T |
1 ’ ('i.l/ & - ’ t- _‘a‘ﬂr‘
v R e sundis D,0. w07 DE/46-§E 10 1ot A B
¢ @.&m é«ﬂx o | -~ Q\l& @e.a.. < A 20 % 0 & o :
7 5§ S \d'( . 1] Dear Mr.Viswanatha Ayyvar,
w %{ G\M M -\"D Qc\m a—N\& [ < <& W—W\QM 2 ‘: s ¥ .‘ . 7. o -»
l \ Government Museum - Improvement of
ngm th; Aen d:ﬁ | s With reference to our conversation
6 Q CHE v l{(o '; on the 2nd instant kindlv send me the
! & | current file so that I may collect
udy %&4 | i all the papers relevent to the subject
{31 3 o/ | from about 1850 down to the present.

| : Ag desired by you I shall study the
VX BER T | ‘ |

‘ papers after they are collected and
-y | subriit a note showing at-a glance the
¢ | nature and history of the various

the lmprovement of the Museum.

Yours sincerely,

Wil "

I
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| - - proposals made from time_fo time for
i @

|
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! L P.S.Viewanatha Ayyvar Esqg.,I.Q

¥ J Deputy Secretary to Governnent,

‘ - 34102 } Educaticn and Public Health Depprtmenf H
» T Fort 8t.George,MADRAS, |
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- =.Depariment i{ Receivmi. Registesefln———-f-—— »
From (Meme) STi A,Aiyap}aa,n,gﬁll‘\.bi ’;1 - ' - ;
Designsties  SUpcerintendent, ; The? Secretary 1o Govsrrment, .“
’ Government Musewn, i  Education and Public_Health b
Station Egnore , Madras, 8 | Department,
’ Fort St .George, 2z
. Madras. | -
e d | §
Ercigur h:_ .“Wm 187 J;l-/j-.lb _ dited 1413_h June 3946 . |
ke i~ 3 : /’f_,.‘}_.__, d \
ol m : s 4JUN1946 ) “Subject:  Artist-modeller - Proposal for post
| "2/‘ AI/CK/ e & ot fa | "'j\ b\ LR Y 3 of! :
= 3 - ‘ ‘ \f_\)':\' , e s &\‘;\ e é&.&\ ‘ \A“Q TAAW (\\wy
1 ! - Ao SEARS b o iy oy N x O-CRgee : {,w.‘
‘M%“”M/{” L o | : 31738 ‘\».\ p~eC rt'*feﬁ‘ﬁnf'e Wy 131,1301‘ No. 187- '6/40 dated 2nd
2o frr, 2D e 0 W & \ February 1945.
: / 1 . ¢ g ! ¢ |
> -y fodr of R " ‘
Ao ; St ot b /4 1 The Committee to suggest improvements to the, '
: L My deumimade the following recommendations at its
- ﬂ/Oe—, oV
ooy & % mesting held on the 2ist January 1946 on the subject
; | i of'tha " gppointment of an Artist-Modeller for this
i Ao T Musenm“"
3 \ Y 3 4
e Lo ascs, T4, PR % a' A =" g The Committee recommends that the | /
AV, /M ™ Zoological galleriss siould be made more Fa
Aperanr Bate VC‘W"/ L2 | b * gttractive by habitat groups. This will
so6f o0 maloRoi S 0 involve the e gagement of g museum artist".
A—/z.o./;ie//n/f/ | Ny | | e
a : ! :
~I0R % i i @ “Theallabitat groups will require fthe services
Je—r! —~ L <_j > of a 1ra,1 ned 87“'[;1‘!211 who can paint the background and
' ’ " = vt model the objects,will constitute the replica of the |
["“7?”¢ C /44742, L ngtursgl env1ronmeﬁt of the animal selected for g Dt
e }m/[u | exhibit ion in the group. l
e t s 7 ‘m ~ ’
o %L@f«vwn% “The artigt-modeller will be useful in makﬁn
e s,mnu\nvloeg,,[?@ la,stew' casts of bronzes and sculptures, for sale
2wl ket she public. Plagter copies of maSLGWpleces of
T £oa ) soulg ures are sold in wmportam, E.m"Opca,n Museums , b
0 ~APR 19 ) | and there is every indication that there will be & ¢
‘ ~-~-\/5642; & | demand for copies of qomu/of our unique sculptures in | A
Ny o A0 stone and metal . L
A - - & ‘; :
B~ { I have the honour therefore to reouest that yv“' o
o | Government will be plegsed to accept the recommends- |
TR | tion of the Committee for the appointment of an b
- | \ Artigt-modeller for this Museum. ,ﬂ/,
Vs " ', ' The salary suggested for the post ig Rs.75- lo/n

artist, but it is hoped that the security end o
| attractions of Government service will induce snltabl
{candidates to apply for 1t%.

Seey

I hgve the honour to be, k

%ML QMAK/G\/L‘OV‘ "K’f’* Your mo e

"\125 This scale is not high enough for a reall%;l Food 12 |
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No. 717 DI/46. : Madras Record Office, =~
: chittoor, [b th July 1946

(2]

Sub:- Government Huseum, Madras - Improvement of.

7 : Loa ak Ref:- Government U.0.Note No. 18647-1-C.2., dated
| oY Oth April 1946. 4] 9 9%

J ] ———

f B o ' f The Government have called for a note on the develop-
-.S.}( * Fed 1 ) :
== adat; ment and improvement of the Madras Museum from its inception

and they have forwarded the current file relating to the Museum

s { s L s . g . - O

= } 5 ’ 3 for reference. This file shows that the Government have now

under thelr consideration certain recommendations for the improve-

Hgow ; :=—wr*u—dﬁfL“i4=’ BENE e T R ment of the Museum which have been made by a Committee appointed

BL X “f__'i"\'l-e'i_hl’l_.__{:"g{_f(}__ Yo J R T e

| uaman , ) o in 1945, These recommendations are on page§68-67 of the file.
‘4&“} A:iz\_‘ ’»Asz;;‘g,_‘::,,% | e esWg) ,;12_13", AL]' : ‘

' e :
. g ]
Lc{‘@ . _,'{" A= f‘s *“ < LN o

]

\
{1
.- Sosnor ‘
|

It will be seen that the Committee has not discussed the subject

. - at all but has merely made some brief suggestions, TIn order

T & 315 3 4 [ . ' therefore to enéble the Government to pass orders upon these
jj\ B_L't a_{ < 7“__”:}.”%__ b2 dgd' o f-" L | ey

, e N o suggestions 1t is necessary to examine them one by one gnd to
! _,ﬁxu}_s&lm;,;_ﬁJ i\ U __pad n_’,ﬁ_;;_)’L i

’ \ furnish such information as is available among the records ﬁpon
Ritade o mease 23208 o5 DNewy  woem s

™~ \ " the subject matter of each of them. One or two‘suggestions are
L eceomra Aualicracgoedrnd wenae. Y o0

a Q & ) rather new and consequently there are practically no records

z,

\ - oA ~ ‘ ‘ about them, but about the rest there 1s plenty of information
Al RN TS o] . LANSCET T B - \

X Sy oasdpud s bund sel ) in the records and this information has been collected and is
\ ol e o + ) ; ; placed before the Government in the form of notes. A general

\ ‘ | : history of the Museum hae not been prepared since a short histori-i

cal account prepared, perhaps, by the Superintendent of the
L Museum is slready in theAfile.1 A more elaborate history may

‘ | not answer any practical purpose or ensble the Government to

5

. pass orders upon the suggestions plsced before them.

2. Now taking the recommendations one by one, the first
/‘\ 0Ltk recommendation is that " a new block of buildings is quite
; necessary for housing the prehistoric and anthropological collec-

tions and coins and other valuables." The Committee has not
stated anything about the size and extent of this new block

but there is some indication elsewhere that the new block which
the Committee has in view is the "block B of the proposed

extensions

o o T D o 0 e am«acm@rwmmw@am@aamme@a@@macﬂmn-aspamm

1. C.F. pages 17-21.
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extensions to the Mnseum builéfhgs." TO explein‘what this
block B is and the ressons that have been adduced in the past
for constfncting it, as well ae for giving an 1dea of the
growth of the Museum buildings a detalled note has been
prepared to show what additions and alterations have been
made during the.last 80 years. (Please see paragréphélS'ho 27

below) Paragraphs 23 to 25 deal with the Block B.

3. The second recommendaticn of the committee relates
to the arrangement of the bronzes. A short note has been

written about them. (Please see paragraphs 28 to 31 below)

4. The third recommendation of the Committee relates
to tne lmprovements to be made in the Amaravati gallery.
This 1s one of the most important recommendations of the
Committee. As there is a great deal of useful information
in the records about this Amaravati gallery a detailed note

has been prepared about this also, (please see paragraphs 32

to 52 below) 1In the course of this note the various recommenda-

tions of the Committee have been fully examined and discussed.

Attention 1s however particularly invited to paragraphs 50 to 52.

5. The-fourth recommendation is that the time has come
for the creation of a pilcture gallery worthy of Madras. This
and the eleventh recommendation relating to the formation of

an art gallery are dealt with together,

6. The fifth recommendation is that the zoological
gelleries ghould be made more attractive by habitat groups
and that an artist should be employed for this purpose,
This being an old idea there is some information in the records

about it. This information has been incorporated in the form

of g geparate note. (Please see paragraphs 53 %0 55 below)

7. | The sixth recommendation is that the buildings should

be fully electriried, the reptile gallery on the ground floor
being taken up firstj bThere ie nothing in the records to show
whether the queetioh of lighting the galleries with electricity
nas been considered in the past. WNor is the practice prevall-

ing 4n the other Museume in India and abroad known. It is quite

possible

|
l

\
\
|
{
\

poesible that considerations of safety havé\in the past stood

‘in the way of electrification. It must be remembered that if

a fire breaks out,as a result of short clircuiting, especially
in any of the rooms containing exhibits preserved in aleohol,
irreparable damage would be done to the entire Museum and the
Connemara Public Library,:;But the question of safety is,one
for the authorities of the Electricity Department to decide.

It may be stated here that the record blocks in the Madras

record Office, which are rullrot inflemable material, have been

electrified from the very beg%ﬂping. There are several fans in
each record block and a few plug points for hand lamps; but no
fires have been known to occur as a result of short circuit or

in any other manner,

8. The seventh recommendation of the Committee is that
the post of Curator, Numismatic section, should be revived.
The committee has not explained anytning about the numiematio
collection or the need for the revival of the post of Curator
mhere is however plenty of information in the records about
both A.detailed note has tnerefore been prepared about thie
section eleo. v

‘ (Pleaee see paragrephe 56 to 68 below) Attention

1s particularly invited to_paregraphs 66 to 68.

9. The eighthrecommendation relates to the provision of

space for reserve and duplicate-.collections. As this is properly

a question of buildings i1t has been dealt with in the note re-
lating to the buildings. Attention is invited to paragraph 27 of

the note.

10. . The -ninth recommendation relates to making the roads

in the museum grounds dust proof. This is a new suggestion and

there ig therefore very little information in the records about

it.

11, The tenth recommendation ie that two Asglstant Curatorg

should be appointed "to work as Guide Lecturers and to asslat

the Curators". The Committee has not explained why these Guide

Lecturers are necessary, There is however reasson %0 think thst

They
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they -are intended :te--solve the problem of the 1lliterate visitor.
(Please -see page 24 of the file). As ‘this problem of the visitor
has been congidered gt-some: lenth In the past a ‘separate note

hae been written about this glso. ' (Please see paragraphseg to 74
below)-~ sp LM 9LIan ol e Dipow amspnh 2Ids~

"““12. ‘The eleventh and last suggestion 15 that the v1ctor1a
Technioel Institute building should be converted 1nto an art

s

B

gallery. There 1s not much informatlon about thiq 1n the records

but whatever 13 available has been put into the form of & separate

note. (Please gee paragraph 55: below)

2 T =L v
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"BUILDINGS,
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‘The Museum was flret located 1n the college inside

1
Fort St George but withln a couple of years the exhibite had

increased to euch an extent that the museumn had to be removed

from the College to the Pantheon 1n w'gmore2 The exhibits still

went on growing in number year by year and building after building

hed to be constructed for accommodating them, but in spite of

this the museun has always suffered from what has been called

] 2 rz - '
a malady known as chronie congestion, "/ The triith of these
words will be cleas’frop What follows,

14. 1In the entire ebeeneeﬁof planeg a;ong;the records it

has been founq difficult to trace with accuracy the location of
the additiong gng alterations t6 the buildings which were made
from time to time but the deseription contained in'the papers
flag generally been sufficlent to give a falrly good ‘1dea of their
nature and extent., The neucleus of the museum building was "the

'Pantheon', the building after which the well-known road -in

Madrae takes 1ts name. fThig .seems to have been a single storied
building consisting of twe halls one behind the other corresponding
roughly

T o s S S T e TS oy S T Y P T D WS "”"“-‘—-—w—--—..—.—:--

i. Report on the Government Gentral Museum 1853, page 1 of
report for 2nd half-year of 1854,

2. TYdem.

5 .
roughly to the halls numbered 9 and 17 in the plan of the Museum

building appended to the new 'Handy Guide' to the Museum. There
appears to have been a verandah at the north west corner of the @
inner hsll, 1In 1859 this verandah which was 41 feet.by 13 feet
was converted into an ofrice room and the old office room, the
location of which cannot be identified, was used for keeping the
books many of which were kept in packiﬁg‘caeee for want of space‘lf
At the same time an 0ld shed situated in the grounds was converted
into a small library and‘reading room.2 Three years later, in
1862, an upper story was raised over the_engire museum ouilding.g
Since the additional floor space thus secured 1sttateo to have
been 11174_Sq.ft. it may_perhaps be concluded that the floor

space 1in the original Pantheon building was elso about equal to
this. After'another.three years a sum of Ps,6480/- was sanctioned
for erecting a "Gallery wlith iron posts etc., oomplete in the |

4

large hall." It is difficult to say what was the nature of

this structure. b

15. Again after anothner three years, in 1868, the Consult-
ing Architect to the Government was instructed to prepare "a

design for an addition to the present museum building which shall &
| f
consist of two large rooms. for books, a room for manuscripts two .
gl
reading rooms and two rooms for the accommodation of Librarians". -

The old library room in the shed renovated in 1859 was pulled
down as of no use.S The design prepared by the Consulting

Architect consisted of a back wing running out from the north

i
west cornmer of the main building and parallel to 'the central :{‘
back wing'. Thie was divided into .a central portion for the

N

reading room and a lecture hall at the west end to accommodate
about 110 persons.’ The estimate for this back wing amounting
to Rs.42,500 was sanctioned by the Government and the work was

completed in 1875. This appears to be the wing which is numberé
7 in the plan and which housed the Oriental Manuscripts Library

until 1t was shifted to the New University library buildings on |.
the beach. ™ 9
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- the museum suggested the construction of

¥ permanently at the'disposal or

16. Seven years later, in 1882 ), Superintendent of
Ma light gallery in
f e iargecbarn slikel ROCLIRIWIOCCup e d a1 1) specimens of mammals

‘and birds." He explained that if thjg Were done -it would have
ne 1t .w

the effect of "improving the appearange - O a hgllfwhich 1s not
W]

in harmony as regards 1lts architectural
Teatu he othe:
1:-The locatiop - aane &
of' this gallery cannot
be easily ldentified on the plan,

rooms in the building."

‘The cogt of constructing it
wasg Rs. 11, 615/— °

i7. Soon after this a scheme was broughf forward fOP
constructing some large buildings in the museun grounds for
the Victoria Technical Inatituue and what Was then called the ’
”onnemara Free Library. An estimate of Re

> 04,270/— wasg sanc-
tioned for these buildings but this estimate vas afterwards

raised to Rs, 3,56, 255 and eventually to!k 5,50 562 2 Although

the buildings were originally designed for the lerary and the
Victorla Technical TInstitute it wasg Ssubsequently found that tne
Institute was not capable of carrying out its gims and  that

its reaqulrements could be'satisfied by alloting to 1t an

office room and the occasional uge of the lecture theatre.3

The space intended Tor the Institute wag therefore, desﬁiﬁe

the proteat of the authorities of the Institute, placed :

the Superintendent of the
Mugeum 80 that he might arrange part of the exhibits in the

new bulldings and thereby relieve the congestion in the old
museum building.4 When the new buildings were completed in

1895 the three blocks of buildings were ordered to be designated
as (1) The Museum old bullding (2) The Maseum new building

(3) The Connemara Public 1ibrary.® mThe ney building was
sltuated to the egst of the Connemara Puyblic Iibrary while

the old building was situated to the west of 1t, Some oOf

the members of the Government inspected the new buildings

soon afteérwards snd found the rooms "in many instances undesirably

- e W - e
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1 ?'8 -No,2378 Public Workes Department, dated 14th September 1882.

L

2 Wo.1264 Publie Works Department, dated 2nd May 1890;
G.O No .3239 n " 8th December 1890;

.0.No,B818  » W B oM 28th March 1894,
! G 0.N¥0.597 Ppubliec, dated 16th August.1894. o

3
4, 6.0.%0.918 qucatlon, dated 4th December 1895.
5. Tdem,

small for museum purposes” and in some cases "very badly
1ighted."1 The remarks gbout défective lighting seem to be '
still applicable as will be seen from the report of the 1945

Committee now under the consideration of the Governmenf.z

18. The extent and situation of the new building which
was placed at the disposal of the Superintendent of the Museum
can be Judged to some extent from the proposals made by him -
on this occasion for arranging the exhibits,  These show that
‘besides the feastern room on the ground floor for the library
of the Victoria Technical Institute and for meetings of the
Council®" there were 6 halls atnc‘i-rooms.'3 The exhibits were
arranged in these rooms as follows.

1. Central hall on ground floor - Anthropological Laborastory.

2. Western room on ground floor - Ethnological collections
from cairns, cromlecns, prehistoric graveg ete.

3. Large front room on upper story - Art collection of.
metal ware, wood carving and Jjewellery,

4. Eastern room on the upper story - Arms and armoury of
TanJore.

5, Western room on the upper story - Art, fabp '
11lustrations of design. ics and

6. Back room on the upper story - New collectj
ethnology and anthropology. ons of

There seems to have been a great deal of corridor space and
this space was used for displaying some of the conspicuous
exhibits.4 There were two (?) towers and the roomsg in these
were set apart for tne binder, the draftsmen, the students and &
the Sub Librarians., The space 11beréﬁed in the 014 museum E‘
building by the transfer of the art collection to the new build. 4
ing was utilised for the economic and industrial series which |
had long been waiting for a suitable place of exhibition,®

The books of the Museum were transferred to the Connemara Pub -
1ic Library and the Library block in the old building formed

an excellent place for the Oriental”nanusoripts Library.6 Frop
the deseription of the later additions to the building contaling g

in the records there is reason to think that the g halls ang |
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1. G.0.Ne. 918 Rducatidn, dated 4th December 1895 .
2. C.F, page 63, ¢

3. G.0.No. 916 Edueation dated 4th Dece

4, Idem. ecember 1895@
5., Tdem.

6. Tdem.
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rooms mentioned above correeponded more or less to the rooms represented

on.the.plan by numbers 21, 22 and 25 and the rooms above them.

19. The problem of space was however not completely

=¥ ¢

" olved. It cropped up again in 1904 when it was found that

there Was not enough space to house the pre-historic collections
which had then been unearthed at Adichanallur.in the Tinnevelly
pDistrict. An annexe consisting of a single gtoried bulilding -
measuring 40 feet by 30 feet was therefore added at the north
west cofner‘of”the”new building adjoining the pre-historic
gallery at a cost of Rs,7,862/-.1 'In 1906 a room measuring

40 feet by 30 feet was built over this single storied buillding
to house the pre-historic antiquities which had been purchased
from Mr.Bruce Foote for Rs,15,000/-.2 These must have been

the rooms showp in the plan as No.26 and the room above 1it.

A verandah on the north side of the new building vas at the
game time walled up and used ss a further.annexé>;o thé
ethnological section.d While these extensions to the new
bullding were being made an annexe to the marine gallery
measuring 59 feet by 20 feet wae built "over the open terrace
of a portion of the old museum which with the exception of
this open terrace 1s a two storied building-"4 The site of
this structure .cannot be éaslly identified on the plan.

211 the alterationsmentioned above were completed 1in 1908

and the exhibite for which they were 1htended were afranged

in them in the sa@e year.5

20. In the following year proposals were made for
extending the ﬂculﬁiure~gallery on the ground floor of the
old building and the economic gallery on the first. floor of
the same building in order to display some of the exhibitse
which were either 'lying in the museum grounds' or 1buried .
awey" in all sorte of plaeces.® An expenditure of Re.38,200/-
was sanctloned for constructing. these extensions. Before,

1 . the officlating
however, the work . was undertaken Dr.Vogel, . ogedioh
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. G.0,No.683 Publie Works Department, dated 20th Februaly y

. G,OQN0,210éPPublio Works ﬁ%partmen% dasted 10th November 1906

6 6 No B&2 Baucstion, dated 25th July 1908, G -

. & 0 .No.2106 Public Works Department, 10th November 1ZUD.

. & .6 .Wo .662 Waucation, dated 265th July 1908, _ :
.0 .o B2 Rducation, dated 25th July 1908.
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Director of Archaeology, who had vis;téd the museum sometime ;

before, railsed some objections to the scheme.l! He held that

" the existing room, owing to its shape a&s well as its want of

wall space, was unsuitable for the proper display of sculptures

and that the new scheme provided "for the doubling of the present

space and(the repetition of its obvious mistakes." He recom-
mended‘thé construction of a separate sculpture galiery in the
grounds to the southAof the museum buildings, 200 feet by 15 feet
with an open verandah 10 feet wlde. He pointed.oui that this
gallery could in course of time be extended so as to cover the
three sides of'fhe muéeuﬁ grounds. He observed that the exist-
ing sculpture gasllery would be very suitable forrthe economic
section. He also recommended the construction of well-ligh?ed
goﬁown for the storage of archaeological specimens which wefe
not of sufficient interest to be exhibited but whicﬁ were nevef—
theleés worthy of being preserved in such a way as to be‘acees-
sible to studente of archaeology.® Nor was this all, Mr.
Aiexander Rea, the Superintendent of Archaeclogical Survey,who
was asked to state Qhether the new sculpture gallery would
accommodate all the archaeological objects fn the museum consi-
dered that it was not sufficlent even to accommodate "a repre-
gentative selection of them" and thsat fnere-wag no "provision 3
whatever for future accessions." He therefore proposed that %
énother room measuring 53 feet by 21 feet should alsc be built.3
The Superintendent of the museum, Dr.Henderson, however, held 5
that there would be sufficient accommodation not only for a \i
representative selection of the ohjects but also for some future
accessions. He was of the opinion that it was unnecessary to
exhibit duplicates and unimportant articles.? The Government
therefore rejected the proposals of Dr,Vogel and Mr.Rea and
ordered that the scheme already approved by them should be

executed,® The extension was accordingly begun and was comple-

ted in 1913. The 0ld gallery was thereafter set apart for the

Buddhist and Jain sculptures and the Hindu sculptures were

-
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removed ‘into the new room.l This new room Wwould appear to be

the room bearing-No.G in the plan.

21.‘ In the following year (1914) a prOposal was submitted
for constructing extensions on the south side of both the old
and the new buildings for the Zoology and the Ethnology collec-
tions.2 mhe Government however approved the construction of
only the extension to the new building for the ethnology
collectione. This extension consisted of a room below and
a room above corresponding t0 the extension already made on-'

the north side and it cost a sum oflh 22, 10/- When this

was oompleted the Tanjore arms were brought down and placed in

the room below by the gside of the arms obtained from the Madrae
Arsenal thereby bringing all the arms together in one place.
The room which was thus vacated above and the new room on the
upper story were set apart for ethnological collections.' The
rearrangement also made it possible to display a large number

of treasure trove 1dols Which had accumulated for some years.4

Thls new extension was perhaps the room No.19 in the plan and
the room above it

22. 1In 1918, the extension to the old building, which

had been proposed in 1914 but which had not been approved by

the Government, was sanctioned at g cost of mi44,300/_.5 This

_ engbled the collections in the zoological galleries to be

rearranged with reference to.their gelentific and educational
bearings. - This also provided more space for additlonal exhibits
to illustrate the natural surroundings and habite of common

South Indian animals.b

23, After this there was a lull in the building activities

of the museum for some years ceused chiefly by the financial

stringency which resulted from the trade depression of the early

1930'a, ‘In 1929 the Superintendent of the Museum submi tted

proposals for canstructing 2 blocks, referred to in his report
as
1. ¢.0.No.168¢|Education, dated 23rd August 1913.
2. G.0.N0.234% Public Works Department, dated 1et December 1914.
%. ¢.0.8¥c.619 Public Worke Department, dated 14th May 1919.
4. 6.0.W0.1301 Public Works Depsrtment, dated 16th October 1917,
66, G.0.No. 1043 Publie Works Department, dated 4th Sep tember 1918.
. Tdem.

!
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as A and B,at a cost of miji45,000/¥.? :Block A was to_be
constructed at the site of the-Oriental ManuscriptsLibrary:
building after demolishing that building. It was to consist: f
of two floors. The ground floor was intended for the archaeolo- 17
gical section to house the Buddhist sculptures from Goli and

the sculptures and inseribed pillars expected from the excava-
tions made at the Buddhist sites at Alluru and Gummadiduru in

the' Kistna District and. at Nagarjunikonda in the Guntur District.”

The upper floor of this block.was:to be used as the office.5
Block B was to be constructed to -the south of the ftheatre and
arms gallery"?, The upper story of this block was meant for the

ethnological collections and the- ground floor for the preghietmﬂc

.~antiquities and weapons.5 .Block B was proposed to be constructed

first so that the manuscripts in the Orliental Manuscripts Library
might be trsnsferred to it pending the construction of the
University: Libtrary to which it had been decided to remove them =4
permanently;{~After the manuscripts were thus removed to Block

B the Library building was -to be pulled down and Block A cons-
tructed on the eite.ﬁ‘ These proposals  were accepted by the °
Government and some funds were provided for commencing the work 'f
immediately.” But before the work wss started the Superintendent ,
of the Museum submitted a revised estimate for the work amountingf'
to Rs.3,17,000, ‘that is, more -than twice the criginal«estimate.8 ‘
The inecresse in the estimate, it was explalned, wae due to the

desirability of harmonising the proposed buildings with the b

existing ones.? . Howeyver, before this revised estimate could be F

|
considered, the financial stringency had set in and, even though L
the Superintendent pressed for the construction of at least the f
A block,: the Government ordered the whole scheme to be poetponeaO;

The scheme was accordingly deferred from year %o year. -
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' 3.0.N0,346 Public Works Department, ds
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Idem. page 2.
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24. In the meantime- the scheme:was further modified in
1933. The idea of demolishing the Oriental Manuscripts
Library building was abandonedl and the Consulting Architect
was asked to prepare new plans. He suggested two blocks
separate from the main buildings but connected to them instead
of being extensions to these maln bulldings. He also planned’
the new blocks as galleries instead of rooms.2 He explained
that 'this form is more convenient, flexible and economical
for- the arrangement of exhlbits and it ie pleasanter and :’
easier for visitors to follow a definite route.' He explained
that the new blocks suggested by him would overcotie "the‘
initial fundamental error in the existing plan" as they would
~connect up at each end and thus make a single entrance possible.
He’ further suggested that the galleries should be provided
with side balconies "so that a much larger number of small
exhibits could be arranged on or about eye level without

_ unduly increasing space‘."5 ﬂ%cbording to the Consﬁltlng'
Architects' plan the cost of the new scheme could be reduced
without appreciably diminishing the s,p’ar:e.-4 It had also the

advantage of preserving the Oriental Manuscripts Library for

the use of the Museum later on. While submitting the Consulting

Architect's plan to the Government the Superintendent, Dr.Gravely,
polnted out that if 1t was accepted 1t would afford a connec-
tion between the anthropological and allied archaeological
collections in metal in the new building with the archaeological
collections in stone in the o0ld bullding, which were separated

in an unnatursl manner, and that 1t admitted of a single entrance
to both the bulldings, thus economising supervision of umbrellas,

sales of publications etc., He also pointed out that 1t was

possible according to the plan to bring the entrance to the

museun close to the museum office and to keep the entrance to

the Oonnemsra Public Library separate.from the entrance to the

museum both of which were desirsble from the point of view of

convenience.® Dr. Gravely explained that the needs of the
Connemars - -=

1. 6¢.0.%0.290 Rduecation, dated 23rd February 1933, pa?e "W

2. Tdem. page 11.

B, Tdem. page 11

4, Idem, o 11-12.
5. Tdem. g:tgee 5 .

¥ . 3
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Connemara Public Library had also been takeﬂ;iﬁto consideration |
and that when more and more space became necessary for the
Library the Museum could vacate the new museum building 1little \
by little by moving into fresh buildings and thus enable the
Library to expand in the-only direction in which 1t could pro-
perly do so. He stated that 1t was with this object in view
that the Block B was proposed to communicate with-the upper

floor alone of the new museum bullding.1

25. | This scheme was also postponed for want of funds from

year %o year.Ej 1t was only in 1939 that the block A was finally

‘constructed.s lghe later papers relating to the construction of

this block being now with the Government could not be referred

to] From the plan appended to the Handy Guide and from the-
plctures in the Administration Report of the Museum for 1959—404

it would seem that the plan suggested by the Gonsuiting Architect
in 1933 was followed in building this block A, Block B has not L

'~ yet been constructed. The Museum Committee of 1945 has emphasised

the need for the construction of a new block and it has suggested

that this Block B might now be built.5 The- Superintendent of the

]

Museum however refers to the plan apprpved in 1929. It is not Fi

known whether he has deliberately done so or whether he has done Ly

|-

so without knowing that a new plan has been suggested, and

[
apparently accepted, in 1933. Since however block A has been k
built secording to the plan of 1933 it may be desirable, for the |

|

t

sake of harmony, to bulld Block B also according to the seme plan| .
. ¢

ity &

96, The foregolng paragraphs deal only with the additions [

and alterations made to the main buildings. Besides these, a L&

e
5

number of separate buildings had also been put up'in the gréundg fﬁ
from time to time. In 1896 a work room and a stuffing room weneh

constructed at a cost of Rs.10, 770.8  In 1909 a clerk's office
was bullt facing the Oriental Manuscripts Library.7 A temp0ran
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shed was put up for the Archaeological ob jects in 1912.1 { igolated godowns in the grounds but has recommended the ‘conver-

This was rebuilt in a substantial manner in 1937.2 In 1930 : H glon of the space between -two of ~the existing blocks of the:

an archaseological chemical laboratory was construc‘l:ed’3 and old buildings and the space -adjacent to some of the blocks into

this was enlarged in 19544. A wall was put up in 1913 between godowﬁs. It has prOposed that these godowns should be low, -

the Museum and the Maternity Hospital.5 Extensive repairs terraced structures 80 that they might not obstruct the windows

. to the roofs of all the bulldings were also carried out from

L]

time to tlme.s obJection to the construction of such godowns from the archi-

| 27. 1In addition to the construction of Block B the |

of the galleries. It is not known whether there will be any .

tectural point of view. \It is however almost certain that

from the point of view of 11ght and ventilation these godowns
Committee has also recommended the construction of a number

- w111 be very defectlve. Of course arrangemenu can be made for
-of godowns for housing reserve and duplicate collections.

providing artificial lighting and ventllatlon but, anart from

f
The demand for godowns. space may be said to have been : |
' } the cost of such arrangements, the students of arcnaeology and

t

always as great as the demand for gallery space. In 1911

others who wish to study the objects stored in these godowns
Dr.Vogel observed: "Another desideratum is a godown, some- : : i ’ ! o 8 : : : % BosE ¥

60 by 30 feet for the storage of archaeologlical specimens = - I f ' | ) ﬁOt FLas these arrangements L satisfactory. The. GomE et
SRiich, arethot ot Bufficient'interest e L ~ has also recommended the provision of cellars below the block B
the public galleries and yet ought to be preserved in such- - 1 ! whlch i prOposed to be built S ?ubliciWOrks Deparimers

a way as to be accesslble to students of archaeology. As ; & authorities may_oe 1o.a position‘to stete.whether 18 4piposg DL
such a bullding is purely utildtarisn, it should be as i I to do Soﬂ,,

| Y

gimple 28 possible. It should, however, be well lighted.

Its site should.-be chosen in such a way as not to interfere

with the scheme sketched above of extending the archaeological
galleries along the outside of the museum compound. In case i 3 : BRONZES.

my proposals are adopted, I strongly recomuend that the { 28, The bponze eollection in the Madras Museum has been

; 1
construction of a godown be taken in hand first of all, I considered to be uundoubtedly the finest in existence" and it

This will enable us to shelter the antiquities now placed has been stated that, with the exception of a few fine specimens

in the open and to store away the prehlstorics which are i

in the Colombo Museum and the Musee Gruimet in Parls, there 1s
9 » .

¥ t 2
now encumbering the museum‘offices and the stuffing room." no public collection in which they are adequately represented.

Dr,Henderson, however, considered that a new godown was he Indian Museum, Calcutta, for instance, does not possess a

|
i & [

unnecessary and that the cellars below the mineral gallery good collection of brongzes. It thereforeddesired as recently

could be used as godowns He added that there was "no very as 1914 to acquire some specimens of the gouth Indian bronzes .

similar to those in the Madras Museum to f£il11 up its defliciencies

!
suitable site in the grounds® for constructing a godown. | 5

in works of this nature.® It may however be stated that the

‘ 8
Dr.Vogel's suggestion was not therefore accepted. The

. , d the Government decided tnat no
: n of 3uperintendent of the Museum an ne
present Committee has not suggested the oonstructigolated ; Of

175 g na 455 publis Worke Departaent; sted Zrd Harch IS ) 1. .0.No. 11‘6=~57 “‘ducation dated 9th October 1914,page 6.
v 4 artment,; dated 28rd March 191 a. i

126 i (\)"NO tgizpublle 'Ior“go?ep dated ggiﬁ gegtgmbeigégﬁ’? % hw Sl e
s < =0 dated ctober
::i: : iggg .-%co)— dgted 16th August 1954. , %, Idem, page 1.

5 ] 74 Bducation, dated 28%th iamciary 12?25. ?g%ry e
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 of the bronzes-in the Museum should be spared fof the Indian
Museum and that only undoubted duplicates which might be acquired

thereafter under the Treasure Trove Act should be supplied 1’

\ég. About 25 years ago this valuable collection was found
to hQFQ been seriouslf effected by the_salt and the moisture
in the atmOQPhere of Madras. 1In 1924 Dr.Grately reported that
most of the bronzes were "suffering from a contagious chemical
disease as a result of which they are being steadily more and
more disfigured W2 Efforts were therefore made to see whether
there was any 'Silpi' or Stapaka! in any of the Madras districts
who would be in a position to treat them, but, as no competent

person came forward a trained chemist of the ArchaeologicaT

Department was speclglly appointed to treat’ the bronzes chemically |

and to protect them against further deterioration 3 The post
was subsequently made _permanent when 1t was found that not only
the bronzes but also other exhibits like the Amaravati marbles
and the prehistoric lmplements were deteriorating and in need
of chemical treatment.? The bronzes were treated under 8

process of electrolysis and were placed in special teakwood

cases which were provided at an expense of Rs, 15, 540‘53

-
-

30, aThe Government have thus already incurred a consi-
derable expenditure over this collectionj The Committee has
now suggested that more space should be allotted for them on

the first floor of the Front Building. This will be possible

if Block B i bullt and the anthrOpological collections which
occupy part of that floor are removed, ae suggested by the com-

mittee, into that block. ‘The committee has also recommendeq

that lighting should be improved in the gallery. 1In regard to

this it has already been pointed out in the sectlon on build-

ings that the defect in lighting in the galleries of the Front

Building was noticed as early as 1895? Nothing however sezge
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G.0.Noe.1166-57 Rducation, dated 9th October 1914 pages

[
2. &6.0.80.665 Law (Education),dated 1st May 1925, pege 1.
3. ft 1419 (wdo— i dated 6th October 1923 pagea 4—5

4., “ 712 Rducation, dated 2nd April 1937 .
6. ] 52 lLew (Rducation), dated 20th ApPll 1923,
&, Pleage see paragraphi? sbove.
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'\ 1f a passage is left between the wall and the cases.

2 ¥ A \
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to have been done to rectify this defect till now. The cenmittee?
has not explained-howvthe lighting is to be improved, There
is evidence -to show that when the annexe to the Marine Callery N
in the old building was being built in 1913 it was proposed to
provide -sky lights though subsequently the -1dea wae given up
as it was found that they would not afford enough light while
they would take up Valuable space in the floor above.1 Since, {
however, in the present case there is no floor above there

cannot perhaps be any obJection to providing sky 1ights.

31, The Committee has,lihewise suggested that the cases
should be remodelled so as to permit all the sides of .the images
to be seen. . There 1s evidence .to show that most of the cases
are at present arranged agsinst the walle and that they are
provided with glass panes only on three sides.® It 1e therefore
not possible for visitors to see the back of the images. The

- committee's suggestion would make it necessary to provide glass
panes on the fourth sides also, but this will be possible only

such an

arrangement will naturally require more space but thies may be h

l% .rds~avallable if the anthropological collections are removed

\
l{ into the block B which 1s proposed te be built,

AMARAVATI SCULPTURES,

32, The Madras Museum ig justly famous for some of its
collections which, like-the bronze collection, are unique. But
none of its colleﬁtions has come in for so much criticiem at
the hands of experts or aroused such:.bitter controversy over
itg custody and care as the collection known a8 the Amaravati
sculptures or the Amaravati marbles. The importance of this
collection will be seen from the fact that the'committee sppointsa

in 19458 deemed it necessary to eppoint a8 special sudb committee

bl T

1:; 6.0.No0.1592 Public Works Department, 9th August 1913,
- N 568 Law(@Mducation), dated 20th April 1923, plegg,
the plans and estimetee. TORE See
1
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of experts o make a separaté’repdft"uponfit.l' As some’ of the
suggestions made By this sub committee are similar to those
which gave rise to adverse criticism in the past 1t 1s congi-
dered necessary to déscribe at some length the history of this
colleétion and the igsues which were ralsed in the past over its
preservation. .

re > . -
Ty

55.J'A§.tpe name ind;ééFés,'this collectioﬁ éomgriéeg_the
marblé‘squlgqﬁggs which:yefe qiscqveréd at the Ancient!BQthist
site aé Amaravéti or Amafeswafam sitﬁgted on the banké of‘the
Kistna 45 miles west of Bezwsda. In spite of the damage suffered
py them in the course of centurles at the hands of 1lconoclasts
and others they have been acclaimed by high authorities to be
extremely beautiful and rare specimens of sculpture.2 They are
stated to stand favoursble comparison even with the famous
marbles in the Paris Museum and the British Museum.®> They were
first discovered in 1801 by'061.Mackenz1e,:thé well-known oriental
gcholar and antiquafy, who in the course of his duties as Surveyor
General, came across a trench 10 feet wide and 12 feet deep with
gculptures paftly'vlsible near Amareswaram., He made some excava-
tions on this spot once in 1801 and afterwards in about 1815 and

published an account of his prodéédings and diecoveries.?

34, About 1830 Mr.Robertson, the then Collector of Masuli-
patam, founded a pettah near Masullpatam which still bears his
name and, to beautify 1t, brought some of the sculptures from
Amaravati and placed them in the square of the market place.5

Thege must have been the sculptures excavated by Col.Mackenzle.

They attracted the attention of the Governor who immediately

opdered their removal to a gafer place, In consequence of -this

some of them appear to have been removed into:the compound of

the house of Mr,Alexander, who was then the Master Attendant of

6 : been
the port of Masulipatam. ‘No more excavations seen to hav;adz
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1, ¢.F. page 63 please see recommendstion . ’
2-4}.0.&%.1160 éubllc, dated 5th-June 1886, page ek gliay
3:‘ﬁeport of the Government Central Museum, Madras o ) >

gee page 1920of the Report on the Flliot marbles. .

4. Tdem. page 194 of -Do-.

%, ldem. page 195. : :
6. G.Q«.!I'op.&%l public, dated 4th March 1879.
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made thereafter until 1845 when Sir Walter Elllot, a Madras |
civilian who filled several high posts in the Government service
with distinction about the middle of the last century, and who *
was also an archaeologist, visited the site and collected some [

of the marbles with the object of sending them to the Court of

" Directors of the Fast India Company in England.1 The marbles

were however sent by him in the first instance to Madras. Heret&nj
were lying in a state of neglect in the College at Fort St.Georgez}
until about 1853 when the Court of Directors came to know about :
them and called for a report in order to find if any of them were
worthy of being sent to England.5 A report was thereupon prepared
by Dr.Taylor,4 the famous oriental scholar, and in consequence
of this all the marbles with the exception of "2 rather poor
specimens" were in 1859 despatched %o England.5 Here again they
are stated to have been neglected6 for some years until finelly
they were removed to the British Museum and exhibited in a fitting5
manner. They are stated to have been placed "on the walle facing
and on each side of the grand staircase’ As Elliot was instru- '
mental in bringing some of these marbles to light they have some-‘“
times been decribed as "Elliot Marbles." f
36. Subsequently in 1877 it was Brougﬁt to the..notice of %#
the Government that some of the sculptures which had been removed.;
from Robertsonpettah to Mr.Alexander's house were about to be f,
dispoéed of by Mr.Alexander's executors along with his other f
propertieé,e Ae the Superinterident of the Museum was strongly }%
opposed to the idea of allowing these sculptures to pass into :ﬁ
private hands the government ordered that they should be purchasﬁ;f
for the Museum for mh200/=? They were accordingly purchased };
and in due course brought to the Museum along with a few pleces
which had been lying in the Bezwada Museum for a number of yeap%?
There is an interesting description of the marbles in the repopti
made by Dr. Bidie, who was then in eharge of the Museum, short yi

after theg we re Pegeived.
1. Report of the Government Gentral Mmoo toma™" -4
0 of Report on Elliot gggg{gé’Museum 1883, please see'pagé
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2, Idem., page 198,
3. ldem,
é° gdgmfi pages 191-284
g: %§3é200301 Public, ‘dated 4th March 1879,

. Dictionary of Natural Riogr . 3
8. G.0.N0.301 Public, 4/ 4tk harew 167, - P3E0O02: |
Ve b.U.N0.180 Public, dated 22nd March 1882° kel 5



36. He sald, "The slabS'recéived consist of two or three
kinds of marble, one being fine and uniformly close grained and
of a very pale grey colour, asnother of coarser grain, unequal
quality, and darker colour, and a th;rd of a somewhat slate-like
gtructure. 'All the finer and more e€laborate carvings are executed
in the first-named stone.-'It is very dQurable, but has got highly
brittle from age, 80 that(EShtaét \with iron or even hard wood
causes 1t to chip, rendering 1t necessary to exercise great:

\\  care in handling the slabs. The second kind 1s not so brittle,

| but being of unequal quality, the softer parts have got worn

down, giving the surface an aged, granulated appearance. ' The

\ third or slste-1like stone appears to bevery durable, and .the
slabs executed in 1t are those which Fergusson speaks of as
having belonged to the lower frieze of the outer rail. of

the whole collection the marbles purchased at Masulipatam are

by far the finest and most valuable specimens to hand, and one
of them 1§ superior to anything hitherto recovered from .the
ruinse, and 1s not likely to be surpassed by any future discovery,
The involce number of this valuable relic is 8, and its dimensions
|| are length 6 feet 3} inches, breadth 5 feet 4% inches, and
| thickness 9 inches, It 1s executed in the compact pale grey
} marble, the carvings belng in bold relief, most elaboréte and
gsharp as those 1n a piece of Chinesg ivory work. In the centre
1t contains a large figure of a Dagoba, having on each side
two pillars of exquisite design. At the top of the slab there
18 g frieze with a ledge at the bottom bearing an inscription,
This unfortunately has been partially removed by rude hasty
chipping, the thief having evidently been‘distupbed before he
could complete his aet of vandallism, as portions of the inserip-

tion 8till exist at each end of the ledge. The above remarks

merely refer to the obverse of the slab, as I have not yet seen
the reverse, being unwilling to disturb it, as it is 80 brittle,

until it ies finally moved to be get up in the Museum, It may
be gtated here, in passing, that the jdea is to erect it in an

antigue frame of stonework, like a picture, but in a 9951t1°§ 59

sllow both sldes to be seen and examined, In Plate 76 ‘of Fergusson's

Tree -

A | |
Tree and Serpent Worship (1st Edition), the figure of a somewhat
similar marble 1s given, and he believes that it formed part of |
the inner rail of the tope. However this may be, there can be i
no doubt that this slab was intended to give an exact and ever- ;

lasting plcture of the -magnificent Dagoba to which 1t belonged,

and whether contemplated from an antiguarian or architectural

point of view its value therefore -can hardly be over-estimated.“1

37. The marbles in Mr. Alexander's house seem to have sug-
gested to Mr. Robert Sewell, ‘the Acting Head Assistant Collector
of Xistna who was keenly interested in antiquarian research, the
idea of beginning excavations again at Amaravati. He therefore
started excavations towards the end of 1877 and discovered several
fresh sculptures.2 He found many of them lying entirely out of

position, many overturned and out of position but still lying

 near their original position and some in situ. He thereupon sug-

gested to the Government that the sculptures which were entirely
out of position might be .removed to Madras and exhibited in fhe
Museum, He stated that their arrangement would not be a matter
of difficulty as they weré merely so many loose specimens and
their position as discovered was unimportant. Mr. Sewell wished
the stones which were lying near their original position to be
left where they were until a draftsman and photographer could

fix their position declisively. In regard to the stones in situ

he considered that theg%hould~be left standing®. The Government
approved his proposals to remove the loose specimens to the Museum
A peon was ordered to be. employed for taking care of the remaining

sculptures left at the site.4
38, Mr. Sewell's discoveries seem to have induced the then
Governor, Duke of Buckingham, to order further excavations at the

spot in 1880. Several pleces seem to have been unearthed by these

excavations, but the way in which these excavations were made was
strongly criticised by Dr.Rurgess, the Archseological Surveyor,

who inspected the site soon after®, He complained that the

-c.eavaammmas-,\

1. ¢.0.No, 473 public, dated 30th June 1888, - pame 1. par

2. @.0.No.269-60 pnbiie dated 24th Februsry Ty - PoramTERR-R & 4
3. Idem.

4, Tden,

)

. G.0.No.45 Public, dated 12th January 1882,
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marbles had been "pounded to pleces in the most regardless way
during the rough and ready excavations -in February 1880", that
no arrangements had been made to "register the condition of

the mound during the progress of the excavatigggu?gg ﬁgztbeen
weonsequently all the information' that’might have been/entirely
lost." He suggested to the Government that the marbles might
be sent t§ Madras immediatelyl. Tn the meantime he proceeded
to pack thne stones in straw ropee and to remove them to the

pank of the Kistna 1% miles awayz.v

30. Before however the sculptures were removed to Madras
a question was raised whether they ought to be removed at all,
The Government of India desired that they should be 1ns§ected
at the site by Major Cole, the Curator of Ancient Monuments,in
order to determine whether they should be preserved at the gited,
Major Cole accordingly visited Amaravati and stated 1t as his
opinion that the sculptures ought not to be removed to Madras,
firstly because the museum had no space to house them and v
gecondly because the atmospheric condition of the city was
1ikely to affect the marbles. He suggested that some kind of
conservation might be made at the site at Amaravati with the
help of the pieces avallable4, The views of Major Cole were
geverely criticised by Dr.Burgess. The latter strongly resented
the interference of Major Cole in the affalr and pointed out

to the Government in very strong terms the absurdity of conserving

a structure which did not exist at a115. When experts differed

1ike this the Government naturally referred the matter to General
Cunnighan, the Director ceneral of Archaeological Survey. The

latter suggested that, although he agreed with Ma jor Cole in

the desirability of conserving anclent monuments whenever possible,

in this inetance,as s0 many sculptures had already_been removed

from Amarsvati, it would be better to transfer all the pleces

to the museum. He suggested that in the museum ng certaln

a
number of the pillars might be set up with thin rail bars AR
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. 6.0.N0.45 Public, dated 12th January
%'»3. (Ci.o..!\m..lsf_‘) Publi&, dsted 16th February 1882. o
5. 6.0.86.1151-62 Public, dated 12th June 1883, page 1.
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actually was in 1ts eriginal state. "l Upon this the Government %

finally ordered the removal of the marbles to the Museum.2

| 40. At this point Dr.Burgess raised the question of the

proper way of arranging the marbles.-_After emphasising the need
for extreme care in handling the sculptures he observed, "T am

inclined to think also that the salt in the atmosphere of Madras

may act deléteriously on the reTaces or the lotonas turning them
first to a dead white and ultimately causing the surfaces to
become granulér and scale off, 1In viéw of this 1t would seem to
be desirable that the finest slabs at least should be enclosed
in-air tight glazed cases as has beéen done with the Amaravati
sculptures now at the British Museum".s Dr.Burgess also stated

that it would be desirable if some of the slabs which were broken

could be cemented together, but he warned that this should not

be attempted unless really skillful workmen were available.
Finally he wanted the Government to decide whether some of the s
sculptures should be sent to the Indian Museum: at Calcutts and
the British Museum,where in his opinion "they would be seen and
examined by more people interested in them and able to appreciate
their interest in one year than are likely to see them in Madras
in a decade"? Upon this the Government asked the Superintendent
of the Museum to ascertain‘the cost of housing the marbles in the

Museun,

41, Dpr.Bldie, the Superintendent, then proposed that the
sculptures migﬁt be placed 1n one of the halls of the Museum.
He did not think that they should be encased in glass. He sald,
"So far as can be judged from the specimens which have been
exposed in the Museum for a quarter of a century the air of
Madras has no appreclable prejﬁdicial effect on the denser sort
of marble on which most of the Amaravati sculptures are executed.
Tt is the carbonised air plus moisture that is so destrdctive to
many marbles in cities like London. Fortunately we have no smoke
nuisance or noxious chemical vapours in Madras and as regards

the salt alr the Museum isg quite two miles aw
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and the wind, before it reaches égmore, 18 filtered though
masses of foliage ......... A8 a matter of fgot the air in
the neighbourhood of the Museum is Very pure"., He attributed
the bleacning and decay o:.the surface of the marbles to the
destructive sction of the carbon, molsture anq sir when the
stones were buried in the rulns at Amaravaty and considered
that the destructive process wduld not advance when the stones
were housed in a dry room., He St&ted that if the pfocess
should actually be found to advagce the stones might be pro-

tected with glass or with some preservative 1l

42. The proposal of Dr.Bidie wag approved by the Govern-|

)
[ 4
N

e

ment and the sculptures were duly installed in the Museum in

1885. The way in which they were arranged, however, came in ,

———

ghortly afterwards for very severe eriticism. Tn fact, the
letter in which this criticism or rathep attack was made 1s
almost unexampled in the annals of the Government for its

severity of language and sentiment. This extraordinary
letter was addressed by Dr.Burgess, who,as has been shown
above, 1n connection with his controversy with Major Cole
had made a bitter attack upon the latter fop suggesting that
the Amaravati marbles should be conserved on the .site,2 and
it was addressed by hiﬁko no less an authority than the
Chief Secretary to Government. pr, Burgess, who had by -this
time succeeded General Cunningham as Director neneral of

the Archaseocloglcal Survey of India, began by sa¥ing that

héving heard from others that the Amaravati marbles had been
arrgnged or fixed in a manner which would 'vex' him or *die-
sppoint' him he hed been led to visit the museum, that the

vigit had shown him that the ominous hints which he had receiveq
were more than reslised and that it was therefore hie duty

#to point out to Government the irrepasrable dsmage that has

L]
peen done to one of the most valuable collections in India’.

? xed up?
ge then proeeeded: "The sculptures have not only been i D

mbedd
4n the most unsatisfactory disarrangement but have been € ed
never
deep in massess of Portland cement out of which they 08? ‘
i St s, S S TS ke e ey ey sl S e s S s S o e e < e S S o (S A o Y Y e S et O S o e 7L ke Tt PR e gy S e
1. G.0.¥0.1526 Publiec, dated 8th July 1884.\;‘)\__ \ A s
> e )

2. Please see parsgraph 3P above.

e

]

- ' o=

25.

never be extracted. Thls strong coarse cement is laig over
and hides every part of the slabs except the mere sculptured
surfaces. Thus the plllar slabs of the outer rail had lenti-
cular mortices in their edges to receive the tenons on the

ends of the rall discs and it was a matter of the utmost impor-
tance in any arragement of these slabs to leave these mortices
visible with the tenons of the ralls inserted so that it might
be seen at a glance how this remarkable railing wss constructeqd,
how closely the discs adjoined to the pillars and what spaces
were left between the discs, What has been done is to set up
some of the rail pillars, embed them in a casing of cement and

by their sides -- but far too far off to reach the sockets --

a set of discs and to cover these up -- even the Tlanges and
tenons which made their place and use intelligible —- 1p a thick
smooth wall of cement. Anything more barbarously stupid is

hard to conceive. In two cases inscriptions hagd been noticed

o
on the corner flanges and holes are left in the cément about
four inches thick, going into these inscriptions, Being higqup
they look at first sight like ventilation holeg Or for sparrows'
nests but by the use of a ladder a visitor may discover that ol
they are to show a few letters on the stonef At the eng of- gé
this row, where the edge of a railpillar wag exXposed, even the {
mortice hole in 1t has been wantonly filled up ang the whole £
side of the slab plastered over with cement, obliterating most L\
effectively all indication of the mode of structural arranéement.:”
I need not detall a tenth of the barbarisms that have been f;
perpetrated in the 1ll-advised arrangement of thege once price- T

o~

less sculptures. In the front row, an attempt hag been made to I~

ey

group together a series of slabs from the central stupa of early

style. The intention wag good: but not having the slightest
knowledge of style in sculpture, the arranger has plageg among
them a slab from the inner rail, of the very lategt date in the
whole series, and next to it again a slab which any eye might
gee 1s one of the earliest of all, long prior to the great
railing. Then fragments of coping of specilal interest Tor their

very early style have been built into the sides of a large

trough 1
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trough across the floor -- whether intended as a bath or s

pitfall for those who carry their eyes too high, i1s not clear.
In its sides fragmenté are built which ought to have been

placed 5 or 6 feet high. But enough: I have seen many museums,
but never one in which a valuable collection was arranged with

so 1little knowledge and care nor so needlessly injured by

h}i’

&
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how vexing it i1s to see them so ruined -- and for a silly whim"1

43. The Government strongly resented this attack on Dr.
Bidie, but, before passing orders upon the letter, they referred |°
it to him for his remarks.> Dr.Bidie then stated that the
original idea was to erect these marbles in the open space

between the two back wings of the Museum buildings and to pro-

casing in a cement that can never be removed. With a little tect them by a glass roof but that this waslfound impracticable

plaster of Paris t?‘repair bresks on the Séparate’ stones —- on architectua} and other grounds. He explained t@at ngg the

chiefly tenons and sides of mortices -- and a very Tittle sgulptures were ligble to injury and of very little 1n?erest to

common sense, directed by competent knowledge, the collection the General Public if simply dgposited in an unconnected state,

might have been displayed to great advantage and made most 1t was decided to s?t them up in a way that would give them

instructive. This is now imnossible. an_ldea of their use and position and protect them from further

Why was this done without
consulting any one who knew about such work and could have ; BRI R e e

arranged the sculptures instructively? i arrangement of so he?erogenegus a collection could entirely

Report -- no better

index, perhaps, of truth than smoke is of fire —- E defy criticism and that therefore the pieoes had been arranged
5 »

"it ls regarded as a masterpiece’ of Scotch ‘diplomacy to in the best %gnner possible. Tbe slabs, he 8aid, were too

frustrate my designs of having them removed®. Notir thetanding heavy and brittle in the opinion of ?he Consulting Architect

| 1 ‘interstices | ;
some paragraphs I had seen a while ago in the local press to | to be erected without filling up the interstices with cement

' ' he chronological arrangement, h h
the like silly purport, I could iy a1 dvel Iy aars. In regard to the chronological arrange » he stated that the

n space that was available did not permit any such arrangement.
My "designs" were freely and fully communicated to Government 2

. 11y he observed, "And, after all, the value of the collec~ |
long since; and if any one is so Floe : ’ & '
ignorantly credulous as to A
imagine that I could oy tion throughout does not, to the man of science, depend so much
remov a1 ' : :
e a single slab without the approval on the mode of its grouping, as on its sculptures and inscrip- |

If . ) |

8 (o] be »

there was "design" in the case, 1t seems to have been to tie

stones as now arranged canstitute a very attractive and 1nstrnc—‘

the hands of Government by means of Portland cement. Byt

5 i ) tive collection to 99 per cent of the Museum visitors, and the
at wnat a cost! Few museums have received so impo ’

mportant a archaeological one per cent will, it is to be hoped, as a rule,
collection of sculptures: 3 : }
ptures; none has shewed itself so unworthy ; see and understand the difficulties we had to encounter and be

by such wanton and ignorant abuses of such a trust. A number grateful that he has got so much., It may also be mentioned

of stones, some of them of interest, stlll lle about uncared that sclentific visitors from various parts of the world have

for, and perhaps the important inscription of Pulumayi, by already, not once but often, expressed their approval of the
3 |

which the age of the stupa is fixed, 1s still among them. All collection as it now etands. Having thus referved to Dr.Burgess'

the Government can now do seems to be to give orders that such chief objections, it does not appear necessary to notice his

as have been spared shall not be injured hereafter. This letter,
4 J ' other remarks except the one in paragraph 6 that a certain
to euch 28 have no interest in art or archaeology, may seenm

strongly expressed, but, after all the trouble I took to have ; 2
o8 L=
thess marbles conveyed to Madras in- safety, 1t may be imagined , 1., G.0. NO 1160 Public dsted Hth June 1888 peg

how
’ ;{?)e Idem"
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certaln number of stones "lie about uncared for!. This 1sg

incorrect, as all are most carefully preserved."l

44, oOn” recelpt of Dr.Bidie's letter the Government

passed the following orders:

"His Excellency the Govarnor in council 1s quite

satisfied with the reasons aselgned by Surgeon-General Bidie

for the course which was adeted in dealing with the Amaravati

sculptures. He has read, if not with surprise, at least with

regret, the extraordinary attack which the Director~Genera1
Arcnaeological Survey of India has seen fit to make on the
Madras Museum and 1ts late Superintendent Dr, Burgess holds
the anomalousg position of Archaeologicel Surveyor in a Pr°‘
vince which he geldop visits and 1n which his 1nterest has
been chiefly manifesteq by fault-finding. It was left to the
local authorities in the absence of the responsible edviser

of Government in gych matters, to make the best use possible

of the AmaraVati remains. This hag been done. and His Excellency

'in Council ig inclined to think that the wholesale condemnation

compressed 1n Dr.Burgegs! 1ettep would meet with no sympathy
from the archaeological one per cent or any other PPQP°Pti°n:
of Museum Visitors, 1t certainly has neilther his concurrence
nor approval, ' ¢ should not be forgotten also that though

Dr, Burgees hag, after a protracted absence, actually vigited

the MuSeum he hae not apparently grasped the f&CtS I‘EIatlng

"to the sculptures which he came to see, for he describes in

hig 6th paragraph a state of things which has no existence

" The lack gr acocurscy in observing facts perhape accounts fopr

Dr.Burgeggi g acceptance as such of the items of g0sslp which
he hasg thought rit to 1nc0rporate in his strongly-expressed
letter,n2

45. The foregoing correspondence has been dealt with

at length 1p this manner not so much to show the Way in which

an offieial of the Government of India thought fit to criticise

1. ¢.0.¥0.1180 Public, dated 5th June 1886, pages 2-3,
2. ldem. page 3.
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criticise the action of this Government but chiefly to show that '
the arrangement now proposed by the 1945 Committee may also come ’
|

in hereafter for criticism from archaeologists of the Government %
of India and the provinces. This will however be discussed in ‘

detail in a subsequent part of this note.

46. shortly after this controversy excarations were'begun
agaln at Amsravati, this time under Dr.Alexander Rea, Firt Assis-
tant of the Archaeological Survey Department. Numerous stones
were unearthed by Dr. Rea.l Such of these as bore inseriptions
or‘sculptures were also transferred to the Museum in 1891.%2 Out
of these sculptures two pattern raile'with two-rows'of rosettes
measuring in the aggregate 45 feet were erected in 1892—93.5
Another portion of the rail 43 feet long and 15 feet high with
three rows of rosettes and cornices was also erected'in 1894-95, *
This work or reconstruction wasg done under the guidance and instruc\”%
tions of Dr. Rea himself who, it is interesting to note, did not
object to the use of cement in the work,® It might therefore

have been thought that this work, at any rate, would nof have

come in for more criticism from the archaeological experts of f
the Government of India. But, as g matter of fact, this arrange- é
ment of the sculptures was also dlsapproved, though this time i
the disapproval was not expressed in terms gg strong as those %.
which were used by Dr.Burgess., 1In 1911, that 1s, more than 15§ é
years after the rails had been réconstructed, Dr.Vogel, the !f
officiating Director General of Archaeology in India, paid a ﬁﬁ
visit to the Museum and shortly afterwards forwarded to the L(

Government, through the Government of India, a memorandum in the Es
course of which he pointed out various defects in the way in

which the Amaravati marbles had been arranged in the Museum, FHe
began by saying that a number or sculptures which"would be con-

sidered an ornament to any archaeological museum in Englang and

on the continent" were 1ying neglected "faae Upwards on an egnrth

ugn@sawnwunaaeamus@-amgmnamqnmmwma-mma

1.6.0,No.308 Public, dated 3rd April 1889

2. 417 " " 28th May 1891; ¢.0.%0.485 Public,dateq
13th June 1891; @,0,.No,524 PubTie dated 30th June 1891,

3.%.0. No 1?53 Public Works Debartment dated 13th June 1892,
G.0.N0.478-4784 Revenue, dated 6t une 1893,

4.6.0.N0.414-414p Revenue dated 2nd July 189%.

5.G.0.No.417 Public, dated 28th May 1891,
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earth bank in the museum compound." He then proceeded: "mhe
arrangement of the sculptures inside the building is also open
to grave objections. The archaeological section conslsts of
one farily large room and a dark and narrow passage. The
larger part of the sectlon is taken up by the Amaravati sculp-
tures. TIn exhibiting them, an attempt has been made to recons-
truct the grand Stupa ralling to which most of the sculptures
originally‘belonged. Such a restoration ig, of course, extremely,
useful in making the connection betwegn the different members

at once understood, but from a scientific point of view it 1is
only ﬁermisslble if the original position of the various pleces
1e known. I doubt whether this was the case here, as the
sculptures were not found in situ. Anyhow, the present arrange=
ment 1s objectionable for other more obvious reasons. The
reconsturcted railing intercepts the light and most of the
sculptures are placed in such a way as to be inaccessible to

the camera. The worst ie that they have been fixed in cement

and 1t will be no easy matter to rearrange them. "1

47, Dr.Vogel's memorandum was forwarded by the Government
to the Superintendent, Government Museum, for his remarks.
Dr. Henderson, the Superintendent, at once pointed out that
i1f there was any fault in the reconstructed rail the Archaeologi-
cal Survey Department was responsible for 1t. He said: "Outb
of these sculptures (those received in 1890 and 1891 from Dr.
Rea's excavatione) two pattern rgils aggregating 45 feet in
length were erected by the Archaeological Survey Départment
and a further selection was made in order to erect a larger
portion of rail which was subsequently complete ........ It
would appear that in these arrangements the Archaeological
Department was consulted and its advice followed,"2 Dr,Henderson
however sdmitted that the third rail, which was built in the

a
annexe leading to the archaeologlcal gallerv, and which contalne

Bone ] ' interesting of the
me of the best preserved and the most g Bl
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Amarsvati sculptures, was open to objection as it was placed in

a somewhat dark passage and shut out the light from tne.gallery.l

48, Only a very few sculptures seem to have been unearthed

at Amaravati after Dr. Rea's excavations. However in 1909 it.was ?
brought to the notice of the Government that some i1dols and a 1
small gold 'dagoba' with flowers had been discovered by a Surveyorg
in 1908. These were acquired under the Mreasure Trove Act and f
transferred to the Museum. The number of sculptures brought to
the Museunm as a result of the excavations made from time to time
was 80 large that 1t was found difficult to find accommodation

for all of them in the galleries. Some of the sculptures had

been presented to the British Museum in 1885? Still several of
them were, as pointed out by Dr.Vogel, lying on the earth in the
compound for want of space. It was therefore one of Dr.Vogel's
suggestions that the duplicates should be distributed to other
museums., He sald, "Here I wish to point out also that a certain
number of Amaravati sculptures would form s most valuable addition
to the Indian Muséum, Calcutta. The Imperial Museum is intended |
to contain specimens of all classes of Indian antiquities, so

that students of archaeology will be able to study there the
history of ancient Indian art and civilization in gll 1ts'phases. 4
At present the Amaravati sculptures are only represented by a i
few casts, and the total want of original sculptures of that
school is one of the most conspicucus gaps in the Calcutta
collections, I must, however, add that I do not wish to advise %%

the. Madras Government to send away any but replicas (of which

there are a considerable number) sothat the local collection

e~

will remain as representative as 1t is now, Among the Amaravati
sculptures placed outside the museum, I have already marked

some which ought to go to Calcutta, But in case my proposals,

involving a complete re-arrangement of the Amaravati collection
- ?
are accepted, T should prefer to postpone a definite gelection

ge among the sculptures exhibited in the present gallery slao T

noticed some duplicates,"S pr, Henderson did not object to this
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this suggestion for the distributioﬁ of duplicates. The Govern-
'menf however deprecated the despatch of such specimens to
countries outside India and considered that none should be sent
to other museums until a thoroughly representative colléction
had been-arranged for the Madras Museum. They stated that the
distribution of dupliecates to Indian museums might be considered

after the collection had been properly catalogued and labelled,l

49. It 1s perhaps strange that, in spite of the admitted |

importance of these marbles, and the serious controversy which
I

arose 1ln connection with their proper care and display, no }

) {
attempts should have been made. for a long time to prepare a |
descriptive catalogue of them, pr

defect.

- Vogel had pointed out this

A short 1ist had indeed been prepared in 1853 by Dr,

Taylor describing the marbles which were then in the Museum
b

but most of these marbles had been transferred to England.
For the large number of Pleces which had since been added to
the museum there was no 1ist unti] 1914 when, at the suggestion

of the Superintendent of the Museum, the Government ordered the

lo
employment of an expert to prepare a catalogue of these exhibits.Z
There 1s however nothing to show whether a complete descriptive
1ist was actually prepared either in 1914 or afterwards.

50. 1In the light of what has been stated above it will

be interesting to see whether any of the proposals made by

the Committee of 1945, ir carried out,are likely to give rige

to criticism in future. The firet recommendation of the
Committee is that "all the sculptures in the walls should be
removed from their present setting (because of the presence of
salts in most of them) and reassembled after chemical treatment,
care being taken to arrange the sculptures according to periods",

The Committee has not indicated the extent of the damage already

suffered by the sculptures. There is evidence to show that

these scul
ulptures which are in limestone marble developed " a brown

¢olouration and white inerustation which mar thelr beauty and
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the presence of iron and the problem of removing it was consi-
dered to be difficult, The white incrustation was due to calcium
chloride and carbonatesi. It was believed that as the sculptures
had been buried under ground for a long time there were salts

in their pores and that these salts were coming out slowly and
forming an incrustation. It was also considered that the salts
in the walls in which the sculptures were firmly fixed were

also passing into the sculptures.2 .Experiments are stated to
have been made by the Archaeological Chemist of the Museum %o
find out the best means of treating the sculpturesa, and some

of them are stated to have been "treated with paper pulps %o
remove the salts from within the epores“4 It is however not
gtated whether this treatment has been satisfactory. The Com-
mitﬁee too has not stated whether it is possible to treat the
marbles successfully. It has merely suggested that they should
be treated chemically.

51. Before, however, the marbles can be treated chemicsally

they have to be removed from their preSent setting., The committee

- has not stated whetner such removal from the present setting of

cement is possible at all, It will be remembered that Dr. Burgess
lamented in 1885 that the marbles had been "needlessly injured

by casing in s cement that can never be removed" and that Dr.Vogel‘
gstated that they had been "f d in - cement and it will be no

easy matter to re-srrange them", As the marble is stated to be
very brittle it is quite likely that the sculptures cannot be

removed from the cement without damage. Pérhaps an attempt may

‘have to be made to remove some of the unimportant pieces before

deciding upon the removal of the rest.

62. Granting that the sculptures can be successfully removeq

from the cement and treated chemically it has next to be consi-

dered whether they ought to be reassembled as suggested by the
Committee or encased in air-tight glass cases as suggeéted by

5 A
the superintendent, The Committee has not stated anything about
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gbout the glass cases evidently because glass cases cannot be
used if the sculptures are to be reassembled. As to the method
of reassembling the Committee has proposed (1) that the sculp-
tures should be arranged according to periods, (2) that the
rail should be realigned east to west to admit light falling
on it (3) that the rail and the base of the drum should be
reagrranged to make them look more like the original and (4) that
the pit near the reconstructed rail must be filled up after
removing the sculptures. The value of arranging the sculptures
according to periods was recognized even in 1884, but the idea
was given up as there was not sufficient space'po do so.1 There
cannot be any objection to g chronological arrangement provided
there 1s space enough for that purpose. In regard to the realign-
ment of the rall the Committee has not stated which of the 3 rails
is meant. The reference to the admission of 1light, however,
seems to indicate that it is the rail which was erected in the
corridor to the annexe in 1894 that is meant. The suggestion
to rearrange this rail in such a manner that more light will
fall upon it sppears no doubt to be a2 good suggestion. But
before thq}ail is rearranged it has to be considered whether
the Archaeological authorities may not hereafter take exception
to such rearrangement. It will be remembered that the arrange-
ment of the rail in question made in 1894 was objected to by
Dr.Vogel on the ground that from a scientific point of view
any reconstruction of the rail is fonly permissible if the
original position of the various pieces is known" and that
in this case the original position of the pieces was not known.2
Dr.Burgess also denied that there was any definite information
about the exact position of the sculptures, It will therefore
be desirable to consider the question of arranging theisculp--=

tures in the form of rails more carefully before passing orders

upon it. The objections to the arrangement of the rail apply
algo to the arrangement of the drum. The Commi ttee states

that the rall and the base of the drum should be rearranged ©0
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to make them more like the "original". The Archaeological
authorities have, as has already been pointed out, held the é
opinion that nobody can say what the original looked like. This |
suggestion may also therefore have to be considered more carefullyi
before passing orders on it, The next suggestion, namely, that |
of filling up the pit in the gallery after removing the sculptures
seems to be entirely unexceptionable. It will be remembered thst T
this pit was made a subject of ridicule by Dr.Burgess when he
compared 1t to a bath or a trap. The Committee's recommendation
for the removal of somébd;2:culptures into the 0ld Oriental Manus-
cripts bullding and the weeding out of duplicates require no
remarks. The suggestion to employ a’ modeller to prepare a model
of the Amaravatl stupa is not perhaps entirely unobjectionable in

view of what has already been stated sbout the want of definite

)

information sbout the original.?

erd

ZOOLOGICAL GALLERIES,

93. The zoological galleries of the Museum have been extremely
popular among the members of the public from very early times.
In fact the great popularity of the Museum in its early days was
to a large extent due to the existence of its collection of animals,
not stuffed animals alone but 1iving animals also. It is recorded
that as early as 1854 the greatest attraction of the Museum was
the Zoological Department, particularly the section contalng the
reptiles. writing about this Dr. Balfour gaid, "For a month er
two in 1854 g young cheeta and young tiger were kept in the Museum
and viaifora came to see them I'rom eight and ten miles round about,‘

The sudden degrease in the number or Visitorg which took place:on

the removal or tphe tiger and cheeta induced me, as an experiment,

to ask Hls Highness the Nabob of the Carnatic to send to the

Museum all the wi1d snimals in his peossession, The visitors whe

had been 12,240 1n January and 14,068 in February and 12,507 in
March decreaged to 8670 in April, but on receipt of His ﬁighnéss

the



the Nabob'!s menagerie the numbers rose to 12138 in May and
14,729 in JUne. .. oeeete .. I feel assured, and the opinion of
others support me in the bellef, that a Zoological collection,
I mean a collection of living animals, would be a source of
great attraction to the Natives and even to the Ruropean races
of this country and would be crowded to and from the hour of
its establishment. Little as the Natives are at any time
disposed to sight-seelng I think they would pay for permission
to witness such a collection and about a hundred thousand
people a year might pay one anna each being an énnual revenue

¢

!} of Rupees 6625".1 A collection of living animsls thus became
| part of the Museum, but after a few years the occupants of
the nelghbouring houses began to complain that the presence
of the animals was a nuisance to them, Accordingly they were

removed in 1862 to the People's Park which had then been newly

tormed and there they remain to this day.® An attempt however,
seems to have been made again to keep a small collection of 1live
animals and birds. 1In 1894 the entrance hall was utilized for
the exhibition in suitable cages of g variety of animals (mostly
snakes) which 1live in Madras or its vicinity. These proved to
be not only a very great source of attraction to visitors both
educated and uneducated but also useful for the purpose of

study of their hebits and distinguishing characteristics.® A
number of birds, small animals and fishes were therefore added
to the collection in 189'7.4 Though this collection was very

popular among the visitors 1t seems to have been dlscontinued

after a few years.

-

64, Tt has been stated above that the zoological collec- 1

tions were the collections which attracted people most. This

was the case even after the live animals were removed from the

Museum and the gtuffed animals and birds and their skeletons

alone were exnipiteq, Attempts, have however, been made in

the past TO Tender even thnese stuffed epecimens more attractlve-
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37.
In 1894, the SUperintendént observed that the gsllery occupied
only by "cases containing melancholy rows of stuffed snimals
and birds has always been the weak spot in the Museum open to
adverse criticism." He therefore tried to render the appearance
of the gallery more attractive to the casual visitor by means
of framed photographs, coloured pictures and woodcuts of the
mammals and birde and by the exhibition of the larger horned
animals like the bison and the sambar mounted on shields. FHe
also placed in cases a group of flying foxes on the branches of
a tree, the nests and eggs of the pariah kite and the crow in
the forks of the trees on which the birds built, nests of the
weaver bird pendent from the leaf of a palm efc. For the sake
of sportsmen a case containing the various kinds of snipes was
also arranged by him.! Attempts like these were made in subse-
quent years als0,2 1In 1915 no less than half a dozen groups
were arranged in the gallery,> but it was soon found that such
arrangements were taking up too much space. "These realistic
groups", the Superintendent observed in his annual administration
report of that year, "which are among the most popular exhibits
in the Museum take up é conslderable amout of space and for this
reason will unfortunately have to be discontinued. The over-
crowding already referred to in this report is nowhere more
apparent than in the Natural History Section and with the space
at present available little more can be done than to add sparingly
to the general collections".4 Although the formation of realistic
groups was thus discontinued their importance was not lost sight
of. In 1918 when proposals were made for constructing an
exégneion to the zoological gallery one of the reasons advanced
for the extension was that i1t would provide more space for addi-
tional exhibits to illustrate the natural surroundings and habits |
of common South Tndian animals.® Again, as recently as 1939, the

superintendent,Dr.Gravely ,reported that "if staff and resources

permitted much more could be done towards showing specimensg in

1. 6¢.0.No,414-414A Revenue, dated 2nd July 1895, pageSQZZZ ~~~~~~
2. G.0.No.792 Educatlon, dated 19th July 1918, page 7. Sl

3. ¢.0,No.785 Education, dated 18th July 19186, page 7.
4, '
5
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Idem. page 7.
. Please see paragraph 22of the note on buildings,



in their natural surroundings thug making them both more

1
instructive-and more attractive n It is stated that in this

respect the Bombay Museum has stolep g Darch over the Madras

Muceunm.

55. The Committee has now Fecommended that there ought

to be more habitat groups but it has not stated whether there

B9,

assay were ordered to be transferred to the Museum along with the |
cabinet in which they were kept.1 In the same year the Governmen +

sent to the Museum three gold medals which had been struck in

commemmoration of the capture of. Seringapatam and which were lying
undelivered  ever since 1808 in the "Strong Almirah in the Govern.

2

ment Record Office"” They also sent a bronze medal and a large

Company's seal made of brass. The seal 1s however now stated

i forth-coming.® At this time Mr.Maneck jee S0
will be adequate space in the gallerieg for arranging such : to be not r g J Sorabjee, =

| leman of Bombs resented to the Museum a smal]l coll
groups. , Since the formation of tne Eroups was previously | - r BRRT T %0 ' : otpden

i ' of coins, which though consisting of only copper coins,

discontinued soley for want of 8pace it ig cloarRrnriurlens }; was

there 1s plenty of space now 1t wi1y p, difficult to give effect

to the Committee's recommendation,

received as "an acceptable addition to the Museum Cablnet."4

Purchases of coins which were made from time to time are too

many to be mentioned, but it may be fﬁteresting to note that

‘ among the early purchases were the collections of Major @.g.pearse
” of thé Royal Artillery, an accomplished numismatist,5 and what
1 . 7 was known as the 'White King' collection. The latter wag o
| famous collection which was sold in auction at Amsterdam ang
|

i which contained several rare South Indian Coins of which one a1§§§/
MUMISMATICS ) [ ‘ i
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worth more than Rs,100.° gSystematic efforts were 2lso made through

56. Although the collection of coins and medals in the the Government of India to procure from the Indian States al1l

Madras Museum le not 80 well-known as some of the other collec- | ﬂf over India specimens of all the coins which Were current in them.7

cions in it, this collection can by no means be said to be Agents were also sometimes employed to purchase useful coins.e

gnimportant. In 1940 1t was stated to number 46746 specimens | A number of coins must also have been acquired from time to time

of which 6783 were gold, 6928 sllver, 25302 copper and 7733 ﬁj under the provigions of the Treasure Trove Act., 4 sugegestion

. s |
migcella"eous coins. When these coins are properly 1ligted was made to the Government as early as 1865 by the Collector of

|
¢ney may perheps attract greater attraction than at present. h Vizagepatam that the Government should be authorizeq by law to

57 At the time of the organization of the Museum the it acquire coins of archaeologicel interest foung in treaeupe trove .

. ) ' this su esti
jection of colns was, just like the other collections, very i The Govermment promised vEETigE SERETLON o the motyee
col

1853 1t 1s stated to have contained only 1643 of the Government of India.® It was, however, onyy 4, oo s
In a

tructions ro
smallo 3 é the Government of India issued 1ins T e °°mpulsory
ditions were however made to it from to
ecimens” Ad however ma time | acquisition, under the Treasure Trove Act, of wtpe whole of .
4 by purchases, by donations and by other means, Tn ; R eoeocaionane, ,
me ' o trg AR Lo ublic, dated 13th February 1866 it T
ti b pccountant-General was ordered to send specimens | é. G‘9°N°’§g§2P blioc, i £t pecenber 8es.
t - | ; tion) dated 13th
54 A " 1401 Law (Education) date August 1q0
18 11 coins eurrent and uncurrent available in the General gl 2. & 442 ;ug%ig’ g:ggg %Sthiy 18%6i86 gu 19Q5» Do i
_ $ (] (215 u s . n u 8 4. .
of # In 1866 a collection of coins, chiefly foreign, 5} 5. Lia s Ruk datgg 32?8 Eépge§%é27feggblie,
po®¥7 t in the Madrae Mint for purposes of gssay I g . ggg i e i ggﬁg iggg:t’19g5: .
y were kEE_;_—~——————~;——---—-~«—-——-——~—“"°“‘--“""— . 8. " 1243 # f 2nd December 1865
ni® -o*"';gs Bducation, dated 2nd August 1939, page 2. - } 9. " 1054 n ] 11th October 1865,
’E’Oaﬁo"ls’?B " " 18th April 1941, page 65.
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any coins:found, whether gold, silver or copper that appear to
be o0ld and not of British Mintage", and for the examination of
such coins and thelr distribution smong the various Museums

and Aslatic Societies in India,l

68. All the collections in the Museum are valuable but,
while some, like the bronze collection and the sculpture collec-
tion, are valuable chiefly as works of art or archseology and
some like the pre-historic éollections are valuable only in the
eyes of learned men, the coin coliection 18 valuable from several
points of view. Though its greatest value is to the student.of
“history and archaeology it has also a value to the collector
of coins and asbove all it has an intrinsic metal value which
mekes 1t an object of attraction to persons who care for nothing

more than the value of the gold or silver contained in IR Tn
fact the greatest danger to the éoins comeg from thieves who

are only after the gold and silver and who will put even the
rarest and most precious coins into the melting pot without
compunction, That this 18 no imaginary danger is shown byzg;ole—
sale turglary of all the gold ang gilver coins of the Patna
Museum in 195’72 and by the theft of a number of valuable coins
which occurred in the.Madras Museum itself in 1906, About this
theft Dr.Thurstoﬁ who was then the Superintendent of the Museum
wrote as follows,

"It 18 with deep regret that I have to place

on record a serious burglary and the abstraction of a large number
of coins, moetly gold, very many of which possessed great historic

interest, and cannot be replaced. The burglary was rendered

poseible by the erection, withaut my knowledge, of a bamboo
gtaircase for the work-people encaged in the construction of

the annexe to the marine gallery. This rendered access to the

upper story of the museum old building, on which the room con-

teining the coin-~cases is situated, possible at night. The

moet ssvere loss ig that of a large number of the splendid :
86rles of Momen Imperial So01idl snd denaril which has gradually
been brought together under the Treasure Trove Act or by
purchase. The coine from tne time of Glaudiue te that of

5%@ gose of Nero, Domitian, Hadrian, etc.,

%ﬁﬁfﬂ nglﬂiﬁﬁﬂ’.~ve ted 2lst Janwary 18885,
~AR3E wenestion, dated 12th Auguet 1%39.

_41"o~>~— - |

have disappeared almost in toto and the series is hopelessly

crippled though the coins of the earlier and later emperors remain
Other series, from which coins have been removed, include the |
English Fast Indis company, Moghul Emperors, Patan kings of Delhi
Kalachuris of Mahakosala, Travancore and Venetian sequins. - The
burglars are at large and none of the coins have been recovered."1
No other case of theft appears to have occUrredrsubsequently,but,

as recently as 1940, it has been stated that it is undesirable to

publish the particulars of the coins in the Museum until the ~-

-arrangements to secure the collection against theft are completed.g

59. The Superintendents Qf the Museum have therefore naturally
been forced to pay particular attention td'éh; safety of the coins.
In the beginning,when the collection was small, the coins were
kept in "iron lined glass cases" exposed to public v.‘Le-w,:5 but
even at that time the danger of keeping the collection, which was
stated to possess a scientific value of several thousands of
rupees and a gold and silver value of not less thairPRst.hz%o%h,(/”:;Zasses
recognized.4 as early as 18569 Dr.Balfour, the organizer of the
Huseum; suggested that an arrangement might be made by which the
cases could be lowered at night through a trap door below them
by means of a pulley into the vaults below the building.5 The i
Superintending Engineer however had g differeﬂf idea,viz., that
of "providing an iron shield to wrap the coin cases in every

night". As Dr.Balfour agreed with this idea 1t was executed.®

60. In 1866 the Superintendent desired to have a new coin
qabinet made by the Barrack Magter. He sald: "The present methoq
of kéeping the coins in glass cases exposed to public view ig
very unsafe and differs from that in use 1n-every Museum in Europe
where the coins are kept in shallow drawers in g strong cabinet

enclosed by folding doors and the coins can only be examineq in

StWOPthy
1. G. O No.464 Fducation dated 19th July 1907 » bages chae« aaaaaa
o "w' gog o ", 16th April 1941, page 68,
3, " 507 Public, dated 18th May 1866, °
4, Tdem.
6. G.0.No.38 Public, dated 11th January 1859,
6. Idem, .
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subordinate. This plan should be 28d0pted here and the first

step will be the making of the cablnet for which T now ask..

I need not observe that the value or 4 coin is often many

hundred per cent beyond th? intrinsic Value of the metal. T

have, for instance, a Rupee in the Museum for whien Rupees 25

were pald, but only one other copy of this coin is known to

be in existence, and if this were stolep 1t could not be replaceq.

The present method of keeping the coins €xposed to public
view is a‘standing temptation to the Needy and evil disposed
and should be abandoned as early ag POsgiblen 1 The Govern—
ment thereupon ordered the Barrack Master‘to make a special

cabinet for the coins,

61. But even the cabinet seems to have been found to

pe unsafe, when placed in the rooms with other exhibits. A

of persons who could inspect the coins at a time. According to
these rules a visitor had to apply to one of the Curators for
permission to see the coins and the !safe! containing the

coins (perheps the cabinet mentioned above) was to be opened
only by a Curator. The standing Order read as follows.

wrne safe containing the coing is only to be opened by a .

tor who must be attended by a senior Humal, Only two
gura ;

jtors at a time are to be allowed to-enter the room to
vis . 5

e the'coins".s But subsequently even this rule was congidereq

inconsistent with the safety of the coins inasmuch as
to be

£ yas the possibllity of persons collecting at the door
ere

th
nile the safe was open, rushing in and overpowering
whi

gnd, The Superintendent

ttendants and carrying off the coine.
the & |

ner , . ab e
th t between the hours of 7 and 9 A.m, and that
the

“““ ublie, dated 18th May 1866 .
g " % i9th aApril 1882,

fore suggested that no one should be sllowed to inspect %
e = .

e

- T i .
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to him. He said, "These rules may seem a 11tt1e stringent after :
the laxity that has hitherto Obtained ,but they are ‘in my opinion |
absolutely necessary and are less rigiqg than those that exist

in English Museums with:reference to coin collections;” ‘He added,
"As a rule the people who ask to see the coins do\so simply out

of idle curiosity while the collection hag become so riech gs to
offer very great temptation and 1t need hardly be 8aid that 1tg
loss would be 1z-repalr'ab1e."1 The restriction 8uggested by the
Superintendent was approved by the Government and was ordereq to
be notified in the Fort St. George Gazette,? Two iron safes were
subsequently purchased for keeping the coins, byt in spite of g11
these precautions, some of the coins as has already beep described,
were stolen. Notwithstanding this thef't adequate measuées do not
gseem to have been taken for the safety of the coing tili now,

With the object of finding out the measures adopteq ip Other

Museums the Government in 1941 addressed the Pring, Of Waleg

eum lecuttyg 3
Museum, Bombay, an§ the Indian Mus » Calcuttg The reply from

the Prince of Wales Museum showed that the arrangement made 1p

that Museum was ag follows: "The classified Coins gpe kept 1p
trays which are accommodated in small cabinets Which ape Placed
on the shelves of large cupboards whichlare arranged along th

. e

walls of a specially constructed strong room With g Safe-depo 1t
: = 8

door. The cabinets and cupboards are 8€parately lockeg and th
. 3 e

keys of these are kept in a locked case in tne Strong room 14 1
, _ g ro selr,

Museun Tor
T in the »

All other coin. either unassigned or brought tq the
examination by dealers and Collectors are glge kep

strong room. “the st?o§g room. as part of the‘M\Useum Ys hhdep (
watch of the Museum guards and staff by night and by i e |
the Curafof holds the keys of the room"? The practice e
in the Indian Museum, Galputta, was stated to be 4 r°llow:?111ng
"The coin ' room of thg Indian Museum doee not fory pars dp %
galleries and 1s not open to the public, 7% e stk r°0me

provided with a heavy grating door ang thick iron barg
+  All

necessary steps have been taken since 1939 to make this 5

-
-

Qom
““““““““
- e

- @.0.No.225 Public, dated 19th April 1882, PR
2, Idem. : ' g .
3, 6.0,No0.578 Edueation, dated 16%h April 1941

4, Tdem. page 3.
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room "absolutely burglar-proof, The provision of armed guard

%br the room-1is' just now engaging the attention of the Government

of India. In this room all our gold coins and other valuables
inecluding.a large number of gems and jewels are kept in iron
safes while silver and copper coins are arranged in wooden
cabinets and kept in steel almirahs. Thé keys of the room are”
held by the Senior Assistant Curator wﬁile those of the iron
safes and steel almirahs are kept by.the Superintendent; as
such no coins or other valuables can be taken out of the safes

~arid almirahs without.the presence of.both the Superintendent

and the Assistant Curator.nl

62. 1In negaré to the rnles'for the admission of visitors‘
to the coin roons tne Prince of ?ales Museunfstated'tnat-no -
spéoific eonditions nere nede end thet scnolars and numwsmatists
were allowed to see tne coins in which they mignt be interested
in the presence of the Curator in tne coin room.2; The Indilan
Museum however had an elaborate get oI rules. mhese restricted
tne inspection of the coins to distinguished visitors and scholars
and reauired application to be made 5 days in advance. They
provided for the Opening of tne coin rooms only in the presence
of 2 officers of the Archaeological Section and for not admitting
more than five persons at a time in tne room. Visitors were
Some relaxetion of the

forbidden to touch any ‘of the coins

rules was however made in the case of bona—fide students of

arcneeology.:5

>

63. The replies of the Indian Museum and the ?rince of
Wales Museum were forwarded to the Superintendent, Government
Museum, end‘he,nas_askedeto explain the practice prevailing
in tne Madras Museum ene‘to state how far the practice in the

other tio Museume could be followed,% 'The Superintendent then

reported as follows: "The coln room here ig an old office
room in the most lnacgcessible part of the rear building

diffieult to be watched and badly requiring to be strengthend
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strengthened before 1t can be regarded as even moderately sgfe.

The gold and silver coins are kept in four safes in the coin
room and copper coing in the Curator's room., The keys of the
coin safes were, until I took charge from Dr.Gravely, in the
custody of the Curator, NUmisnatic Section, a duplicate set
being kept in a seeled cover 1in the Superintendent's safe in
his office room. The keys of the doors of the coin room and
of another door leading to it were kept with other office keys,
The Curator was thus mainly responsible for the safety of the

collection. Now the safes are opened in the presence of both

the Curator and myself and the keys of the room are in the

custody of the Personal Asslstant., ....... ..; Ordinarily visitors

have no access to the coin collection. Scholars and others
interested are permitted to see the collection by prenious appoint-
ment with the Curator, Numismatic Section and in his presence."!
He added "I have seen the coin rooms at both Bombay and calcutta.
Curs is in every way defective and requires immediate improve—

ment , "2 mhe Government seem to have recognized the need for the

construction of g strong room, but the work seems to have been

deferred in view of the War,o Some instructions, however, geem

to have been issued for the proper custody and care of the coin |

collection in 1944.%4 fhe paper relating to this is however not

avallable in the Madrasg Record Office.

64. . The Committee of 1945 has not stated any thing sbout

this aspect of the Numismatic section. Tt has merely recommended 5

that the post of the Curator of the Numismatic section should !
be revived and this will be dealt with subsequently in its proper
place. The Superintendent has stated that in the opinion of the
Consulting Architect the strong room to be built for the coins

ought not to be an 1solated building.s He has therefore suggested

that 1t might be located in the north eastern wing of the new

block B, the construction of which was approved in 1929 but has

==meme§wmemwann=m==@=¢n=me=@qeecma_,_ -
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' hae been pending execution ever since.l pgtaiig of the strong
room have not been furnished by him, but the detalls can per-

nape be worked out by the officials of tpe Pib11e Works Depart-

ment with reference to the details or the strong rooms of

Bombay and Calcutta: given above. All that is reQ_U.lred ieg that

the room should be capable of withstandlng attempts at burglary.
The Superintendent has stated that o large number of “"coin

. cabinets of recognized pattern® wii) be required., 1In addition

to these someé steel almirahs or gafeg may also be requifed to

accommodate the cabinets. The Government have alresdy ordered
that "the Superintendent should himgeir keep the keys of all
the coin safes to ensure that the sales are opened only in hisg
presence."2 " The only point therefore fop consideration is
whether provision should be made for a system of double lock |

as in the treasuriles and the Indian Museum.

. 65. It is needless %0 say that the safety of the coins

cannot be assured by these means alone and that a proper

system of registering the coins regularly and checking thém

periodically should also be 1ntro&uced and enforced. The systenm

of registering the colns was extreﬁely defective for a loﬁg

time. In fact 1%t seems to have been placed on a proper footing
only in recent years. A% first the accessions do not seem to
nave been recorded at a11.3 From 1868 onwards the donations op
coins began to be recorded in the Annual Administration Reportg 4
Later on in 1881, a 'donatlion register' was opened, but thig,

ge the name ghows, was only intended for registering coins
acquired by donations.5 Coins acquired by other mesns were not
recorded anywhere., In 1911 a General accession register wag

ened but this was also not satisfactory because all the
opene

ticles received into the Museum were entered in 1t and not
ar

the coinsg alone,6 It was only in 1919 that, under the 1nstruet1°ns

Dodwell, the first Curator of the Madras Record Office
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a special coin accession register was Opeﬁéd.l kll coins
acquired thereafter, whether by donation or by purchase or by
any other means, have been entered in this register.2 The
Government have lately ordered that this accession register
should also show the weight of the coins.3 The procedure
followed after the registration has been described by the
Superintendent in 1941 thus: "After the registration of the coins
the cﬁrator classifies them reserving the best specimens for

the museum collection and setting apart the available'balance,
for distribution to other museums and for sale to the public,
Coins recelved from other provinces as presentations are simi-
larly dealt with, duplicates being set apart for sale, When
a gufficient number of coins for distribution hag ﬁccummnlated,

the Curator magkes a list of sdch coins. The 1list ig duly printed

and circulated to other museums and‘durbars according to the
standard distribution 1ist; requesting them to communicate their

requirements within a prescribed date. On receint Of the repiis P
S’

the Curator allocates the number of coins to be given to each

institution, handing over the coins at the éame time to the head
clerk for distribution. Coins left over after distributiop are
set apartfon salec i Hale llst Lu publlshed in fthe fneus st
George Gazette and coples of the list are sent to numismatists
and others interested. Separate registers are maintaineq o

the stock of colns kept on sale, and of the ssles made, the
. 2

Head Clerk belng given charge of the sales. The galeg regi gt
= erg

are checked by the Personal Assistant each time

8 remittance op
4

The Government wWere not

BReER - =g

sale proceeds 1is sent to the Bank,"

ver satisfled with these arrangements. The £
acxe - 5 ¥ considereq that

"the first essential is to maintain a regular stock regy
. * 85 Btep

of coins showing the holdings under each c¢lassg whi ch coulq
be
the basis of all checking". They ordered that Such g st
Ock

register should be immediately opened and that all the
= Qolns

s1peady classified should be entered in it. They also
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ordered that the -classification of tpe remaining coins should

re expedited.l The work of classirication Seems to have been
completed -in 1942.% The Superintendent has been ordered to
conduct a test check of some of the colns every year.® 1In
addition to this the Collector ofr Madrag hag sleo been ordered

to check the stock of coins during the annual inspection which

he has now been ordered to make. 4

66. The_only item of work connecteg with the coins which

As
the educational value of the collectiong in a2 museum depends

remains to be dealt with 1s the listing oy cataloguing.

to a large extent upon the correct classification and descrip-
tion of the exhibips contalned in 1t ang the publication of

descriptive lists or catalogues, the importance of this item

of work 1s beyond dispute. This work or course has not been

neglected by the Museum though, 1t 1g by no means complete.

| For instance, the following books and pamphlets dealing with

'partlcular sets of coins were 1ssued.before 1924,

atalogue orf oins

1874 Catalogue of coins of Government Central Museum, Madras G.Bidie.

1888 Catalogue of Mysore Coins

E.Thurston.
1888 Catalogue of Roman indo—Portuguese and
Ceylon Coips =Do-
1890 Catalogue of Coins of the British mast
; India Company =Do-

1893 Catalogue of Coins of the Sultans of Delhi -Do-

1921 Catalogue>of Coins of Haldar All & Tipu Sultan J.R.Henderson

°

put this covered only 900 coins out of a total of 52,000 cois
which were then estiﬁated to be 1n the collection (The actual
pumber was iater on‘found to be only 46,746 even in 1940).

of course it was recognized that duplicates need not be described

nd it was estimated that four-fifths of the collections were
a8

auplicates, but a great deal of work had to be done by experts

pefore this coulgq bé determined. 1In any case it was belleved
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to be arranged and catalogued. This state of affairgwas consi-
dered to be extremely unsatisfactory by the Government. Dr.
Gravelly therefore proposed the employment of an Assistant

to attend to this work. After some discussion the Government

sanctioned a temporary post of Assistant on Rs,250/~ per month

for this work and appointed sri R.Srinivasa Raghavg Ayyangar,

the Archaeologicél Asslistant, to this post. The Superintendent

was ordered to see that the work was done on proper lines, that

the existing lists were utilised as far as pPossible and that

1

the gold and silver coins were taken up first. This was in 1925°

67. Although it was believed at rirst that the work could
be finished in 3 or 4 years it was ultimately found that it would

take a number of years. The post was therefore éOntinuea from

year to year until 1929 when it was made permanent.z Three years

Srinivasa Raghava Ayyangar died suddenly leaving
the work half finished.s

afterwards Sri

As a suitable person could not be

found to fill up the vacancy, the post was held in abeyance and

the offer of gsri T.G.Aravamuthan, an advocaté, to work ag s

part-time officer was accepted.4 ATter a few years it was found

that the work was not progressing under this arrangement as well

as 1t should. The Superintendent therefore proposed in 1940
that the full time post might be revived and that it might be #
rilled up by recruiting a suitable candidate and giving hipm
adequate training.5 The proposal wasg pressed by pr.

Gravely'g

Successor, Dr,Alyapan, the present Superintendent,© Tﬁe neceg- E

sity for reviving the post was fully recognized by the Govern-

ment, but the proposal was not approved, as 1t was not regaraed

as a matter of urgency.’ It is the revival of this post that

R s

the Committee hae now recommended,

68. In 1929 when applying for the permanent retention of

this post, Dr.Gravely, the then superintendent, explained thgt

the additiongl post was permanently required not so much fop

completing the work connected with the ¢o
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attending to several lmportant items of work connected with the

archaeological section which had fallen in gaprears for want

1
of adequate assistance.” He sald: "Unless the additional post

can be retained permanently I see no hope that the standard

that in a few years there wlll be a repetition of the confusion

2 .
from which we are now slowly emerging, n The Government recognised

that there was eonelderablesfonaertn \thy s\ g peument and accordingly
made the post permanent,s But, as has been statea above, the
post has been held in abeyance ever since the death of Sri Srini-
vasa Raghava Ayyangar 1n 1932. There ig nothing in the records

to show whether this has resulted in the confusion apprehended

\
by Dr.Gravely. Nor has the Committee ang the present Superinténdent |
pointed out any reasons for reviving thé post., It is therefore

for the consideration of the Government whe ther the post should

pe sanctioned only temporarily for completing the work connecteg \
with the colns or whether 1t should be revived and placed on a

ILLITERATE VISITOR,

69. The Museum has been doing a great deql for the instructiop
of the 1iterate visltor from very early flmes. As eérly as 1873
pr.Bidie began to deliver popular lecturers with the help or the
exhibits in the Museum. This practice was greatly developed by

hig successors who, besldes the lectures, orgsnized demonstrationg

nd conducted tours. But these activities were intended solely
a

, the benefit of the pupils and gtudents in the educational
0

been

f : .
jons and the learned men. Nothing seems to have/done

ineti tut
+ne il7iterate visitor. This was because it was believeq
for

% pothing could be done for him.
the
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" arousged in the museum by the contemplation or sométhin

HS1,

70. The problem of educating the 1111térate visitors to the

Museums in Indis seems to have been considered for the first time
in 1914. 1In that year in view of s recommendation madQZthe con-
ference of Orientalissts held at Simla in 1914 the Government of
Indla desired to find out whether it wag'possible to make arrsnge-

ments ffor the greater utilization of the museums for educaty
*ationgl

purposes".l The Trustees of the Indian Museum»051°Utta‘ther
eupon

submitted a report in the course of which they Considereg
Carefully

They
observed as follows: "The trustees consider that Dr.Denning:
° ng S

the question of educating the masases through the Museun

instance of the 'Universities' extension lecture Schemeg 4
e n England’

is 1n no sense applicable to India, popular educatiop not h
_ aving

as yet reached in this country a stage at which any simg

lar scheme
would prove of the slightest utility. The arrangement 'f
: Of the

specimens displayed in the different sectlons of the py

; Seumn is
acknowledged to be of a high standard of efficiency .but
: % ‘ - ¢ it 1s >
certain that it can only appeal to a limited pfOportion
Of the

visitors. The labels gttached to the specimensg are fopn
+ : ‘ the mogt

part written in English and the trustees are not of ty
' © Opiniop

that any change 1s at present desirable in this respect
> Tor the

ate
mgkes no difference to them whether the labels are wpj g4y

great maJority of the vieitors are absolutely 1111ten
» and i¢
€n in

English, in Bengali, or in any other language, NeVerth
e

public galleries, in the opinion of the trustees, play
' a Very

or
they @Ppeal
to a stratum of society as yet practically Untoucheq b *
- 2 ¥ the

important part in popular education in Calcutta, r

school_master. Without in any way realizing the 8clent
n

' iry
portance or the artistic beguty of the exhibitg, C im-

h 4 119 expel ie '[' l: l;“ t: l, e - :lld
their 0O dina nce. he mos a h museum C
IO
r

OPdepiy g

the illiterate is to provide a vast and above 811 Gp

tacle which impresses their minds and thus Prepareg i

reception of new 1deas. To attempt to instruct such o the
, Der
Ng 4,

any more definite manner woylg merely scare them e
ay

in the opinion of the trustees, be to the detrime
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They visit the museum not to be instructed but to see the
thouse of magic', but the trﬁstees do not think that the subf
_conscious education received is by any means to be despised.
The trustees may point out, moreover, thaﬁ.the daily attendance
of visitors at the Indian museum appears to be, so far as
the statistics are avalléble, greater than that at aqy other
museum in the world."l The Government of Bengal through whom
this report was forwarded to the Government of India agreed
with the trustees that any attempt to use the museum for the
systematic instruction of the uneducated and illiterate persons
who form the majority of its vigitors could have‘no useful

results.? : S

71. The repoert of the Trustees of the Indian Museum
and the opinion of the Bengal Government were then forwarded
to thlis Govermment and were rérerred by the Government to
the Director of Public Instructions, the Superintendent of
the Museum and the Reglétrar of the Madras University. The
Director reported that the remarks of the Trustees_of fhe |
Indian Museum were true in the case of the Madras gpseum also.9
The Superintendent of the Museum also agreed with the Trustees
of the Indian Museum and stated that "while the Sub-conscious
education received by i1lliterate visitors is by no means to
be despised the most that a museum cen do for this class is
to provide a vast and abovaiall an orderly spectacle which
impresses their minds and thue prepares them for the reception

of new 1deag" In view of this opinion nothlng was done by the

Museum for the education of the illiterate visitor,

78s It was‘more than 30 years before the oquestion was
agein teken up. In 1936 the Museums Commission which had
Visited the Madras Museum reported upon the problem of
illiterate vieitors as follows: "At Madras on the occaslon of
the great feasts no less than 130,000 people trooped through
the Museum in one day -- an orderly, happy erowd which a pilece
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plece of string stretched across g passage could divert and
restrain. And although the interior of the Museum waS'paéked

and produced the inevitable:accompaniment of fingered glass,
betel-nut spit and dirty marks on the walls, one realizéd that
this was one of the surest ways of interpreting the outside world
to the masses of India. In this way aﬁd perhaps in this way slone
can the 1lliterate vislitor be given any conception of the world
beyond his village or its nearest large town. His mental horizon
cannot be expanded through the medium of booké because of hie
illiteracy or even through the cinema because of his proverty,

but the museum skilfully parades before him the accunulated
treasures 6f a Province; though the interpretation of 1t.is_1eft
to his native wit. We feel that one of the first requirements

of the Indian Museums movement is the sympathetic study of the
problem of the 1lliterate visitor, nl ‘

V73, In the following year the problem was again raised by

the Museums Conference held at New Delhi. This conference passed
a resolution in the course of which it stated that speclal efforts
should be made to bring the general public into closer contact
with the Museums. Tt sald, "Since the majority arerillitérate
and can therefore best be reached through exhibits explained by

the spoken word it is essential that special guide lecturers should|

2

be provided".” But when thls resolution was referred to the

Superintendent of the Government Museun, Dr.Gravely, he stated
"To enable the Museum to afford education to 1lliterates as
Museums alone can, efficient guide lecturers fluent in the more
important languages of the Province are esgential. In view of
the financial difficulty of adding to the staff at present, however
we decilded to walt g lead from the Maseum (Conference where it was
hoped that 7 might learn from other delegates of self supporting
schemes that were sasid to be in use in certain museunms in the
north, aAli1 I was able to learn, however, was that such schemes
proved to be lmpracticable, especlally for illiterates in large
public museums sych ae this. And nothing, consequently, has yet

been done".® since the Superintendent himself did not think it
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1t possible to appoint guide lecturers the question was agaln

dropped. .
74 . The Superintendent of the Museum has now pointed out

that the 6n1y way of dealingAwith the problem is the appoint-

ment of guide lecturers or docenﬁs-as they are called in America.

He states thaf the Nagpur Museum has already appointed a guide

1écturer and that the Bombay Museum is also thinking qf appoint;ng

similar 1ecturers.1

As has been shown above thirty years ago
1t.was the opinion of the experts that attempts to educate the
masées directly through the museums would be fertile and that
they were likely to scare them away from the Museums, but now
the opinion seeﬁs to have changed and 1t 1g considered to be

the duty of museums to educate them with the assistance of

gulde lecturers,

ART CALLERY.

75.. The records show that an art gallery was begun

on a small scale in 1900,2 About this the Superintendent
reported as follows "A new departure was made by the exhibi-
tion of paintings (gome_the pfoperty of the fine arts society)
by native artists in Southern Tndia which are of interest as
showing the great progresg which has been made in recent years
and the advance over the 014 style of portraint painting with
abundant introduction Of gold leaf. An excellent landscape by
Mr.C.Raja: Raja Varmg entitled vthe Lohagad, one of Sivaji's .~
mountain fortresses" ygg acquired by purchase., The Superinten-
dent aleo reported the sddition of coconut and ivery carvings
a collection of ghipg belonging to the East India Company, &
pithe model or g HinduvTemple etc., to the art gallery. The
collection of Pletureg in the art gallery however seems to
have ineressed only very slowly. Iﬁ the course of fqrty

years only about 70 pictures seem to have been added to the
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the collection.: Ih 1936 the Superintendent reported that the
pictures were deteriorating and that in the absence of persons
who could restore them he héd on the recommendation of the Muéeum
Commission protected tnem'against further damage by g;azing and
wooden backing. The number of pictures in the Museum at present
1s stated to be 315, Of these no less than 241 were acquired
after 1942. The proposal to inform a regular picture gallery
or an art gallery at any rate, on the scale on which the Committee
now propose does not appear to have been considered before, evi-
dently because it was believed that the Museum could not undertake
the big task of acquiring pictures gnd organizing a gallery.1
The Committee has recommended that until a regular art gallery

1s organized the pictures may, in the Victoria Technical Institure,

be exhibited in the rooms Ooccupied by the Coins and ethnology

stores, Thic will, however, be possible only if the new blopk B

. and the godowns are codstructed and the coins and the ethnology

‘stores are removed to them. This recommendation of the Committee

L]

therefore depends upon the construction of the additional buildings.
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No.18647-7 02 Edn., dated.iith Septr.l?éﬁ.(L(
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S The Committee rgCOﬁmqggﬁwgﬂgﬁgggﬁYWestuWing of the
 first floor of the Front Buildings™wgy be reserved for
| bronzes ,‘aftier lighting ist improved in certain ¥art81n which
% . it is now unsatisfactory and remedellimg some of the cases
g0 as to germit 511 the sides of the images being viewed by
vigitors. e o . _ , e
] The entire lst floor of the Front Building can be
' naed for the éxhibition of-ths bronz es;onl afterﬁthe.
P sdditional Block is constructed. This is what the Committee
had in view in making the recommendabtion. ' '

Lightin%.cannot be sufficiently improved by the
provision of sky-lights.  Horeover, if this is done, the i

4 ornamental, false ceiling will haye to be removed in several |
Dlacos: TRy - e SRR S e ol ORI e e T L

B . . _ Remodelling of a large number«of the cases and
‘ leaving passages behind them are . impossible in the present
gﬁ congested condition. , The Committee's recommendation about
& ... _the provision of glasses at the back applies particularly to
I s -2 long- cases put against ths outer wal in#the Sgivite and
| Tl Vaishnavite Galleries. = The gpproximgte cost of replacin%
i the back with glass will, in their case, amount %o Rs. 800/~
: ~#» Since the Committee sent their. report , the case for the |
. Nataraja from Tiruvelangadu “has .besn removeds from itg old . |
place on the verandah to the Vishnu Idols room, as suggest- 7
+ ed by #he Deputy Secretary, and it has been exhibited tem- \
Pgs pO?&r11y~iW g doubled case with glass on all sides. All A
R g Jound the case, there is a barricade put in, the object i
b ' being to exhibit this bronze, without any glass covering on.s |
“an ornamental pedegtal. This pedestal is bein§ degigned A
b¥*the Principal, School of Arts and Crafts. he presence '
of the Nataraja of Tiruvelangadu bronze in the Centre of
this room makes it impoesible to accept the Committee's
reconmendstion about pushing the long case in this room away

3+ from the outer wall to thg middle of the.room. The badly l¢
{ lighted cases can, however,‘5§“ﬁushed,;n sbout 9 in.from f
ey e ~ their present position and as there is already s clearance |

of about 1 foot now, between the back of the cases and the .
.outer wall , a passage,af 1'9" ‘wide will enable the back of
the images being examined. " o .

G S ‘ The best suggestion seems to me to provide &
| : elechiric 1ight in these Trooms,; as early gs possible. The |
f o Electrical Engineer has already got plansg ready for the
R -~ electrification of the whole Museum buildings, but it may |
be executed in parhs beganIHQ*lmmedlgtel with the portiongd
of ‘the buildings as suggested by the Committee.  The worst |
t{rouble now is due to reflections in bagdly-lighted cases, |
but suiiable artificial lighting will remove the trouble to/
a very great extent. Provision of glagses on the fourth |
gide of the most im ortant among other bronzes will have tq/
wait $ill the new BYock is constructed, F ]

Recommendation 3.

Y S 0P A I o e am SP SR 3T SRR J

: ( The Committee recommends that the Amaravati oaller..

E be re-arranged after taking out the sculgtnr%sasgt in %%6“}?'

” walls, The details of the arrangement will be settled lsy,
by a Sub-Committee consisting of Mr T .N.Ramachandran et

Mr V. Narasimhan and Dr.A.Aiyappan.) W ’

X2 .

e

»

The Catalogwe of the Amarsvati mgrbles has been |

Printeg



" ‘printed and published. 'The Curator , Madras Record Officey 7% '\ |
& obviously not aware. of it. : i 1\
. ] ) [
Experiments _have been carried on the best ways of treatiﬁé‘ al
the marbles and I have got the opinion of experts on this |
question. Amaravati marbles in the Calcutta Museum have been \
treated with good results and have  been given preservative |
coatings. The sculptures dn the Madras Museum should be ., - i |
similglly treated. % % | ) Wl H
They are to be deglt with in three groups: ~ ;M
A. Sculptures placed on platforms. L : 18 : '
_ i . They raise no special problems. Chemical cleaning ‘“f Jmtis e o : \?7;:§z£2%§§§ T
5 : and exhibition under glass is all that has to be done 8/ # |
! Y Soriiem ¥ B 1o e SlE fifhog /

| ~ B. Sculptures set in the valls of the reom. -
L _ ; + They have to be removed very carefully from the

walls and then treated as those in Group A. i ‘ o M
© C. Seulptures built into (1) the reconstructed railing and | A8l DL G o F, < i e
f U | A S ire - srat 5029 0apging el Wha Shnpal ( /% M‘ﬁl%H'IC‘[Hb—O‘E‘oLMA,WG i
| o T T _ ‘ - ; : : Yaose W Fome - Tl T ey P . ) o
| _These pregent very difficult problems and ifwelve | i St he e LK)
Iy ¥ ' very careful planning of the work. The slabs can be
. Lo removed from the cementand then * treated, though. it
b - would be Wery troublesome work. _  .Bu%. there is no. :
! ~ - alternative. They should not be left to their fate any \
| & # v longer. I have consulted the Executive Engineer, and .
] kg  he agrees with me that the work of removal- of the 1§
i ‘', sculptures can be undertaken, but the chipping will have
A . * .%o be done under’ very cloge supervision, ; |
‘ Recommendations 5. VIR S & 4 g -4
f| s o . 3 i A i
) ( The Committee recommends that the Zoological gslleries | s O T R W e IR g e e R T ST R
should be made more ‘attractive bythabitat groups. This will B . \
involve the engagement of & mugewi srtist.): SR R e S B K SN el
| - A
o The habitat groups I have in view and on which the | e el AN - S S TR D
,Committec made their mecommendation are not the very large ones | —
which will no doubt remiire 3 good deal of ®mdditional space, i T oA
but minigture :gFougg, for which me accommodation cah be found | —— N e
in the present galleTies. - The modeller proposed to be appoint- AT » > | “ " -
ed will be enpgagad oh-theze miniature habitsg ¢ groups, in SRV ol TR N e S SR R L N ASREERE i

making plaster models of fishes, snakes etc. and aleo in maing
rea11stéc_co ies in plaster of Paris of selgcted bronze images ‘
for salG to the publie, ( The last will be'a paying proposition)
A numbeé ofmmgde 8 are algo required for the Geo¥0g5031 section,
The need for the appointment of an artist-modeller is therefore

8 pressing one for the improvement of the Museunm.

i

' X ww 2/;,‘5‘;‘1#7@65?/@—/0—%. @ Q‘—v“‘/‘“‘* | '

; i Piay 2
: Svuperlntendent,'7 é 20 |
< Government Museumn.

To ' " : ’ %*1

The Deputy Secretary to Government,
Education and Pyblie Health, Department
Malras., ., |



; Z From 1y To
) ASri A.Aiyappan, M.A,,Ph.D., The Secretafy o Government,
S W qupevwntenden+ ; /JEdunztwon andDPubl%c H$911h
Gover muent Museum, P epartment,
EgZorgdeﬂadvag 8 \ 1/ . Fort St. George, Madras.
L B \j : : : -
| Pesey S e '
1{! B e No.\xbsXJ/ Iy dated R0 May 1947. |
{ -t
I Sir 9 1] .v.—i_.
) > | ‘ ‘ S
i DR B 4 : Sub: Government Mugeun - Proposals for
Coa ‘ g improvement . ; : o
DRAFT . OF. 1r ' " ' . : L — f 13 7] e ~3%
FOR APPROVAL, ) 4 . a7
Date, Init; | % . ‘ : Ref . Government Memorandmm Yo. 199A7 uB/AG 3 Eﬂn 2
- o | ~ ) dated 6th May 1947, -——
When received for SUBJEOT :— | : e »
fair copying .. ) _ :
o A . . i ° 3 a0 g a | f 21 1\&. - ¢ T
When copied ,, | o b5 ¢ At my interview with the Hon'ble Minisie
¥ -l = : A v ) % " = 5 S " : o ; e J
When examined. , . ' A Z?— for Education on the ist May 1947, among the various
Ve e : | | ‘matters about the future needs of this Miseum which
When despatched. I e , k : e were discussed, he wanted me to send him brief reports
B e Y : f0110w1n0 "
READ acain ; G ahout the ‘/’cm subjects for which I requested that
» R 19 | the highest priority possible‘may be given:-
N e ”» : X b
READ ALSp . 19 \ ) ‘ - i b
v . e2o ”“““Jﬁm'°'@“—“‘” ¥ 1 GHldP Lecturers to help the 1111iefat
Mol From({#, s«,L/g.,g, G e é{" ; sitors.
Jalen | T TS » dated 19 i : l& ' *' -2 "The provision of 1oud spesker aﬁ“*‘a,ngerﬂen?s
T, 9 \ 0 Qfd%JL é&*ﬂ“‘ for the benefit of illiterafe and semi-
o Y- ; T g O literate visitors.
MXLGCW@{? ‘ TR ‘
Order Ms, R sy U0 9 19 3 The \1('3S't"3 on Of ra_r_t Ggllerv for Ma,dl”as \Vj
Resolution Rour, N~ dated ’ S Qdk“”tpf43> v KRR 7 e AR S i |
"""""""""" s me 19 _ ‘F i w _ . K X |
; | ‘ |
S J @%%whdwiﬁﬁlh/l~f (1 1. Guide Lecturers. : 1 f
____________________________________________________________________ i: 2) Lee . ol i . :
------------------------------------------------- | I ' | 11 L VA s Even in European countries,where Museums \
g R e st —— e L L % i sotve highly literate communities, guide lecturers z
- are euployed to explain'the;bxhibits and conduct !
“ 2 l

partieé‘nfund, and'this gervice is very much appre-
ciated. In the case of Indian Museums, a very large

percentage of the visitors to which are illiterate,
the need for the service of guide lecturers is indeed
very pfessing and most essentiall. ;Accofding to the

Markhgm-Hargresves Report, "one of the firat reauire-

ment s .0f the Indian Mugeums movement is fhe sympathetic

5 study of the problem of the illiterste visitor",

% Before 1936, gnidel lecturers were employed eonly by

R = the geological section of the Indian Myseum at Calentita,
| Y - -

A% Ae
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o /L $ SN R A B e
‘e L% 2 . ~ k) e oo s
Aeg SesH of enqui?ies gl T LR R oy shand Eha bRk - of the opinion that with the existing staff and hog-
Nagpur Museum hss one gnide lecturer and -the guthorities there Loyl cad , the Museum S e a position to venture to

: are proposing to add tvo or tyree‘ﬁore; that the Bgroda Huseum | put wp any proposal for an art gallery. He felt that
and Picture Ggllery employs tvwo'part-time lady guide lecturers: i = s othor agency suc“ 2.8 fhe School of Arts should take
and that the Prince of Wales luseun at Bombay is also actively | up this question and that this Museum should then be mxzE-

considering the question of the.appointment of guide lecturers, prepared to give away fo thaf agency the small collection
The Ad Hoc Committee

appointed by Government to suggest improve-

Lof pwntur@s that we have now got Though we have wa1ted
ments to this MHSGHm.congidernd at my suggestion

, the question for yesrs now no such agency has come up, and Madras
of Guide Lecturers for this lnseun and unanimously reeommended 'stwll remains without an Art &allery
that two new posts of Assistant Curgtors to work gs Guide

#;gééﬂ Lecturcers should be creafed (liecommendation 10.) The<1£ﬁ;emnnt1n9
~alsr
- of this suggestion will

_ I have been holding consultatéons with
people ih Madras, who have been feeling very strongly that

. A R R R A T useful- \ ' | | somethiﬂg shbuld be done to enabie the poor and middle

ness of this Museu?;ZrThe starting salary for the posts has been | i 110 ; ~ :

put at Bs.75/- per mg

as modest 2s possible.

e S ——
e

: ) classes of this Province to see and appreciate good
sem to make the whole scheme finamcially J

examples of modern srt which they cannot do, except by
having access to a pe'rmanent art gallery. Col.D.M.Reid

In Memor ; , |
SR Nlo do 00 iRt e bdnygatods 1Bk { who was until reeently President of the Sonth Indian

Yo September 1985, I wag informed by Government that the question

4 Society of Painters, and also a very influential member of
Wy of these two new post s

S Wasg under consvdevafwon alonv with the’

; o) 6(;. ‘
H'ﬂ

) anesti ¢ the Council of the Vietorig Technicayﬁnstitute, put forward |
3 ) stion of sn qrt1 ha ; _ | | ]
. Fhs wodeller 0T} thes Nusoun. to me the suggestion that if the Institute and the Govsrn-

5. Loud-speaker grrancements to play records 'f‘ ‘ "~ ment co-operated for the formation of an art gallery for
A/pescrlhwnp important groups of exhibits in Indian langus.ges. \ - Madras, a good beginning can bes made‘ag‘gz?“‘gnea;ﬁzgﬁpre, %
The two Guide Lecturers mentionsd shove will not be able to \ | . On 15th Jamuary 1946, ‘Government asked w& to report if p
handle more tham 4 or 5 tgtches of 15 or 20 visitors, which is i‘ ’ the Victoria Technical Institute Buildings will be m11tab1ri
only a very Very. small fraction of the visitors coming every day }5 for an Art @allery . The Committee thought that the
to the Museum. . The work of the Guide Lecturers, therefore, has || : '~ Victoria Technical Institute Buildings werg ideal for a
: [ 5 1 R W e RN A :
to be supplemented by mechanical ly remdﬁduced explanations. | PP b2-65 Picture Gallery ( Please see recommendat ion No.11 of the
:

In ny letter No.2164- ?/46 dated Ath Bebruary '47

1 snbmwfted proposals for the installation of the public addreoq

| . Hon'ble Minjster for Education during mw interview, is 1o |
system ag an experimental megsure in two halls of the Museum, i |

Committ e
OMMTEeS). gy next step, as I submitted to tho

( start necotisting with the Council on the following mgxtgﬁ
The trials which I conducted with the help of the Provincial |

i : *
pO-ptS 1 WhPLhPY the V Ut will &"TLU to use thei v 1
Building on the Panthaon Hoad a8 1 g

Picture Gallery, , ;

Radio.Engineer were satisfactory.

B, An Art Gallefv for Madras,

= e ae e e o
o
--_.~——-.——o-.....—-—

- SO 5 o Th v ﬁcr@e to +h1 ; wha1h v Thﬁv wj‘
he guestion af whether thers should be an téWavﬂs (a) fh“ ‘n‘17 |

Ql GYT\Pnﬂ 1'?“"])‘“& p\\
g el | ' the recurring Q“R :
art gallery attached to the Mugeum has been s subiect for con- ; Gallery . expenditure of the Pig ctiura §

. Gravely , was, {@ !

gideration for 5 long time. My predecessor, Dr



§ ;" o h\\, (v A\
_ _ b,

.. 3¢ In case the Government and the Council of the

on the ouestion

ALY V.T.I. come t0 an ggreement,

.. of the Buildings and the funds af details

T‘e aﬁ'dvnrr the 1 anaﬁemunt of'the: a¥t: gallery

_ 1 have to be worked out .
If the V.T.I. Council aprees to the first suocestion, the
most stupendous difficulty in the way of the formation

of the Art Gallery, namely the cost of s large building is
got over,
Council will not have any serious objection to this sug- .
gestion.

Institute,

RS —

From the Annual Report of the Victoria Technical

e m—

{ - Establising Museunms (which I presume include picture

galleries) and making grants-in-aid to such Museums are

among the objects ment ioned in the Hemormndum of Assocwthon

g of the Victorig Technlpel Tnetitute ( copy. enclosad
wm{’;:Tﬁn herewith ' snd the Annual Report of the Victoria Techafcal
SEn Inst1tute for 1944-45)

} - ' By selecting the above three as the most urgent

schemes ; create the impression

I do not wigh, however, to
that the other *GCOM@PndatTOnS mgde by the Committee are
not important or very urgent . « They are all very essentisl

- and. the earlier they gre given effect to,the better.

- I have the honour to he,

i Swr
Your most obedlent servant ,
| (:Z’. t dent =° sla’)
K ol DRl B ~ Superinten
}_  ' : | LI nggthg
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It is hoped that the Victoria Technical Institute |

vl -
o

o

!

7

wy

it is found that its Council is keen on continuing/|

their business in their war-time premises on tha Mount Road.

: ; T £ 20
T E,i;ti”’ eked I 4 s ‘ Eiﬂ»f?@#ck)
L e le ST ediipnel B

e

| Gl - LQ@o{Nh~L~‘V7ﬂuﬁmlO /ANHLMAPWﬂm%mk;P .
0G| Mowen Ly o0 | AU 1 i) ety Bt 2o @&7%%

Ihe. Pk SRR

Acop‘g fbfh LLWW G'EMS" 3 Ton bu.l-u»v\
‘A)Awuuwk %ka/RAb P R0 I a7y PO | Yoty A e
e Vichono!  Ttohnsead Sk hode v 195kons R0, A0S
blh2 ey U G e e ts e et L

sl LR a%$ﬂt, how. v legean YicounS LTt 29 e, - FLU~”_
‘?ﬁﬁEﬁz&;:’W5:~ aba carl L5
"///;3 ; CEZ),whuiue_a

o A e 6

eley

=

%

-
P



[ e
o

( - e [t R e
- - e e
i = = e o=

36.a.Scientific Deptd -a-
Museums - A.Museumb-=
2.Pay of Establishmentg-

e / s .
'#&@5ﬂkllﬁgft'zz; &JL~n4JiW;7¢Y>¢?
| it xS x % -

OVT. MUSEUM - Madras - Appointment ,of two Asst.

E.& P.H.(C2).

\\_{‘\ % \\

<"

urators to work as Guide -Lecturers. |

SUMMARY.

Ultimate cost.

Item'of expenditure.

bl
e /}// ’j%gﬁr

> ]

AN

-

b

S e L e N, T

Cost in 1948-4g9,

07
V . LY 4

.

- - = o
>
- = -

Recurring. Recurring.
o ; ”%b-\‘\:: T
Employment of two Asst. 1'5% ” (ﬁ‘/l)ooo) '
Curators on the s&le of [Rs.—5;056= Rsec 1 080+ |
Rse 90-3-120. g : W
ot “eo :
Deamew. bd covt 4 harany }*qbﬂ;
Blaworcen - . Tadl e casalan, 2 LoD

- = - e

An.@d'ﬁoc Cormittee appointed by the covt. in; ;

1945 to make suggestions for the improvement of the

’ 1

Govt. Museum, Madras, recommeniﬁamong other things the
=i

e e S U il S _j,_,___.‘, 4 > it v ( - 2y 5 i\
- : i "QD s e ‘,.} Ve

4 € o e

. e _ | appointment of two Asst. Cﬁfators to work as Guide
& B S B P HES ST of " e

. hae Wt o
Lecturers and to assist the CuratorSL The S.@;M. has

jstated that this recommendation should be implemented

|
|
TN
R

'at an early date and regarding the necessity for thet

= e e bl ; , 3 i 2 _ _ s A proposaﬂtﬁas observed as follows:--
"Even in Burocopean countries, where Museums serve
R v ‘ I | highly literate communities, guide lecturers are
= ' employed to explain the exhibits and conduct rarties
B S <) : e O " round, and this service is very much abpreciated. 1In
the case of Indian Museums, a veryolarge Percentage of
o g A AT e , — [ : the visitors to which are illiterate, the need for th
¥ ot e AN T ; ; iy L service of guide lecturers 1s indeed very Pressing ang f
e L C A i 1) R SRR SR e Y | most essential. According to the Markham‘HaI‘greaves |
: : G Report, "one of the first requirements of the India e
Museums movement is the sympathetic Study or the rgbl /
of the illiterate visitor". Before 1936, guide lgct T3
ters were smployed .ohlysbyiithe iwaclogl oRiide opsime ofu;h !
Indian Kuseum at Calcutta. As a result of enqu iries il
5 o7 : made in 1945, I understand that the Nagpur Museum hgs f
/ k. - ! one guide lecturer and the authorities there ape Pro- e
: 1 posing to add two or three more; that the Baroda Myug [
-and Picturg Gallery employs two part-time lady guide eumg
lecturers; and that the Prince of Wales Museum at %
Bombay 1s also actlvely consldering the questiop of theg
" appointment of guide lecturers. The Ad Hoc Committeelefé'
appointed by Government to suggest improVEﬁénts to this
Museum considered, at my suggestion, the question of
Guide Lecturers for this Museum and unanimously pecg
mended that two new posts of Assistant Curators 4 -
as Guide Lecturers should be created %ﬁéeﬁmmegéetiezgigé;
The implementing of this suggestion will, without any . °

doubt, increase the usefulness of this Museum i

This Dept. recommends the propgsal of

L" 9{) A_M C/L,Vk ’IA——O\(}, ‘)'( LO\M - Eille/eSoGoMo ’
essary provision may be made’ in the B,.m, Por 1gag 490%;
as shown in the summary above. ‘

;(ydL Pov? Waansy bt Bame b ™
| i

v o Pl oy an YeAN- | t/€f§y’L;\ : ;
i AM ukakw-°°/) Raot"  Rasi i (v“ [ ?

| | |
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Edn.& P.H.Dept.(C2).

_Part IT Scheme for 1948-49.

¥ Suﬁj:-_ddﬁefnment Muscum = Madras - Apnointment of two Assis-
l . tant ‘Curators to work as Guide Lecturers. '
Summary.
> | o R s SN E L R D RS L D LR o G O L e o R
""""""" Ultimate Cost in 1948-49.
4 Head of Account. Itenn of cxpenditurc. eosbr Witset o U, RN
: ‘ Recurring. Recurring.
T R e (for 11 months)
, ] Rs. Rs.
36. a.Scientific De- Employment of two Asst
partmente - a.Museums - Curators on R the | 2,600 . 2,000
1 Muscums - scale of Rs.90-3-120. |
2.Pay of Establish-
& ments.
3.0ther charges. | Dearness and cost of : :
\ ; “ Living Allowanccs -. 500 400
| Total. 3,100 2,400
&ﬁ ' | An ad hoc Cormittce appointcd by the Government in 1945
'to make surgestions for the improvement of the Govt. Muscum, %
\Madras, rccommended, among other things, the appointment of two
Asst. Curators to work as Guldc Lecturcrs and toassist the
( Curators in the Muscum. The Supcrintendent, Government Muscum,

2
'has stated that thls recormendation should be Iimplemented at an

'carly date and -rgarding the nccessity for the proposal he has
obscrved as follows: == g ' r

| " Eyen in Europcan countrics wherc Museums serve highly
literate communities, guide lecturers arc employed to eéxplain

lthe cxhibits and conduct parties round, and this service is

'very much appreciated. In the case of Indian Museums, a very ||
large percentage of the visltors to whlch are illiterate, the
nccd for the scrvice of gulde leccturers is indecd very presgsing i

| and most csscntlal. According to the Markham-Hargrcavcs ¥

{ Report, "one of the first requiremcnts of the Indian Musecums

| movement 1s the sympathetic study of the problem of the 11li- "

| terote visitor." Before 1936, suide lecturerswere emploved b

i _ | only by the geological section of the Indian Muscum at Coleutta,

y : | As a result of enquiries made in 1945, I understand that the '

? | Nagpur Museum has on¢ guide leccturer and the authorities thene

| are proposing to add two or three more; that the Baroda

| Muscunf and Picture Gallery cmploys two part-time lady pulde

| lecturcrs; and that the Prince of Wales Museum at Bbmﬁnv

; { 18 also actively considering the question of the appolntment

[ of gulde lecturers. The ad hoc Committec annointéd Byv

=

Government to suggest improvements to this Museum considered
: at my suggestion, the question of Guldec Lecturers for‘tﬁis '
i Mugcum and unanimously recommended that two ncw DOS%s Bf
: Assistant Curators to work rs Guide Lecturors should be
3 crcated. The ilmplementing of this suepecstion will, without
| any doubt, incrcase the usefulncss of this Museum."

Thig Department recommends the pronosal of km the



i

R

the Superinicndent, Jovcrnmcnt Museum.' The posts of'ASSt.

Curators may be placcd on the sbalc-of pay of Rs. 90-5-420,

(The posts may b sanct*oncd for a period of onc yCQr 1n

the £% first instance.) Necessary pfévision nay W nde in

_the Budpet Estimate for 1948-490 as shown in the o
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~ the papers relating to it are 80 many

have_ been collected from 1850 ﬁovy:n to

the .present

4

likely thatA?_ the e

This aubJect which covers a periodmf«-

is 80 Mtricate and . difficult to unde

se of the study

moré, ""ﬁér& m&w rac

ome:nmﬁs&efﬁ-tury

rstand anﬁ
¥

that ,.thoug‘h, e
-1 have been engaged upon it for some months, i1t 1s

-,'M‘t‘ yet finisghed. It 4 8 likely ,.;t,o-goch.'xpy. my time

for

on the:r 1 o

for another month or so. I have not been gi:

T L e e o I o

ispecial assistance for dealing with these

)
;,_ I therefore find it very difficult to attend to 1
| SETE. SRR Lt aiione _important search at a time along with m;
; 2 lother officlal duties. I asked last month for a
L. _T'Zﬁ.«, "»u.n.*.Sp ecial Assistant but the Government have not ye
A s\éfpans,se.d _orders .,up..on-ms;: proposals. o 5
. PR Tk I.n.J:h&;nidsi:Jf ~these searches I have now
o] ~_|lasked by the Government ,to_pracead._t,ﬁ.ﬁ
~ inspect the Modi records in the.oldlanjor;e_?alage___;
TN . and to submit a report upon them. muwlh
of next week_is_likely_toﬁb.e_t.akan_up_mth_going:tn_;.j
Tanjore and writing the report. “1
O _*_*;_I_sha,tho.w.exer_try_to_take up the note on the |
—§ Museum soon and I shall try to submit it to the |
.~ § Government by sbout the end of next month ! e
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1 L) T ,' Muééum - (?mvoﬂ(xyont - Roocmmendations nf the Sfmet!bl— Commitﬁ:on
- Wiy -0 g o [ - Y ’
Ly ifj"“ (%3 <y WA In 6.0,Mo. 665-E_dn.;' dated 27-4-45, the Govt. ap-
B SRl ) e *
-."h'“'}'f "& i ﬁ'% oty pointoci a Committee with the Dy .S¢cretary, E &'Pm (Mr4 C.O%
o "; ) .7 "V‘v"“ i ‘ |
» W 5 s ! T B ‘ " *Caorecy) as Chairman to investigate the present arrag;omon 8 and;
! ":*' ,: - : "‘- '. =k : » % &
T P b ‘accommodation provided in the Museumi%Buildings for housing the
| T AR I R : : ’
A;’.-"r,t_‘.'. A '; : o valuable cdoins and exhibits and to make rccommendations for
o vl ) ‘ e ﬁ% ' T &' B o VT their ‘merovoment in order to ensure the proper maintonancte,,
g 3 | S | N !;‘ % ,, L. B - B ) '\.
;9/' w@ﬂ‘ c ﬁ’}\ \ ‘h 2 , ‘arrangement and safe preservation of these valuables ¢ Ty y
~ \\_S) 1 %": A ' . . .. i
o o © 4+. TFebruary last, the S.G.M. submittczr’.. to Govt. .thm recommendag- .
_As pages 17 to 26 of the current file were 1in awbad condition e A o b e {} iy i X : Y. T e ks MY
=l B R e 7 hf the Committee. © Before passing orders on the C'omml‘t— f
a copy of the matter on these pages has been taken and is o ) Yt V teons! & '!
: | 3 : 3 o . 2 tec's recommendations it wag considorod necessary to oxamlrx
_placed in the file for the reference of the Govennment. . - ——— o i’/ Qz 44
‘ \ Kg £ all the old references on the sub m"ts covered by the roc“omm?f} )
. ___The papers referred to in the note on the Museum  — *. . ,\[‘A‘ T \3 ] v ] £
. z '\..3 “‘““ dations to see if more schemes could not be taken uo also. o
_ may also be furnished to the .Government. g L = Al AL e o s A
' l eSS The Curator,M Bial)y! was accor’iingly asked to »repare a note om
Wil ST B e NER R R | L 1 e e CeP Rl £ L e 1 SO VA e =
e = L | R |  the 4 ‘
; > development and improvement of the museum frnm 1ts: inecep- "y
i @?«%%_ PRI T T el o DG, PR RTINS G U,Q.N.Q..,Zl7l~‘*6‘,‘. b "4 5 _,3@ Lb 2
171 : : \ ( -7-1946. } S e , tion. The note furnished by the Gurator is at R
— = —- —-- - —_— - - - — - e = Ry 1’—(, % Y e g & l { :
\ \ W. e, A IS It »111 be seen that he has not prepared a general notg bu’c ﬂ ! "
A "“. has examined the recommendations of the Museum Committee, one
: Mém .«z/ M / ‘4 ‘ p ed » ! g
, Iy k" by onel, and furnishj such information as is available among
e VR Mt Ty B eng 3 iy
i A ’ S o the records on the subject matter of each of them. , i
| . At ;wL. By b &
; Y a5 e . EiokS ; A 2. The recommendations of the Committee have been k"
! $ A : - J % s & ‘noted on in the snotional notes placed below. Necessary .
l Lt b A tol Fop i awn Il s ot Uk re ot ool N e el sdhin ol el L e T T it % “ f,xfﬁag‘ﬁ}xé;om‘ the Curator's note have been incorporated in the ;'
! A Ot CECOREY IR C T S R e SRR L a i i .sectional notes. b/lz’ WO(&KJ’ e kwa{ .luw
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The Supdt. of the Govt. Museum««me‘s me the othel/r ;

day.

| posals set out above. In view of our present nnanc:lal?

et
- condition 1 said it won't be able to spend a large

i
He was more or less repeating the same pro- f
|

amount of money now. Ll have asked him to send his

report with regard to the urgent suggestions which '

he would like to be carried out immediately.
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| ”’/(\ et Al ‘Notes kr_gm_pagg. Q_Ants,m&y,he perused* | Thils f£ile deals wiy
“the recomme ions made by a‘committee appointed by Govie-in-19¢
lo S " %o 1nVestLgatL thg_gnmngements_and_accnmodation.provided—in—th ?Z

O ———

o] ﬁ‘wz M~/0/C{c> ,J,m:b QLA/w |

W&M

o e

’,,,_li oy ] AU Huséum buildingé Lor* honsing ‘the valuablé coins and “exhibite-and fL

__me.ke_snggesti ns ‘for. their_impMement\—ingoxlderﬂ%e “erigure-the

__malnftenance amngemczm_and ‘safe prese:cvation oof Ofhede valuable X -
th|

The récommend tions of the Cormittee are on ‘pages’ e e
e Lol v _hatk been ﬂoj;eji Jin. the “sdctional notes pléced bélowe [iThe S3G M 4
 interviewed H.M.(Edn.) on 1=5=1947 in connection-witb«thgse e D

mendations — Please see the minuted of H.M.(Edh ) on p. i5 antl T

| } 1

\1»~< 1] G view of H.M's|minute, the S.G.M. was asked to send a report rd&ig
i Sy M the urgeni:'.,sucggestions, that should be carried out immediately ir
e o Museume  The. B.G.Mis reply is at pages-139-148 evfo ~JeSel (Mr. p

_ Viswanatha Iy%r) has offered his suggestions on the —vrec-ommendati
- __of the Commit#;ee after inspecting the museum on 11=8-=1047 & Pl&a‘k

¥, see pp. 172 1iant5- b e

%f: 2‘/ In. iriew of the minute ‘of H.M.(Ednd) at p.15 ante, it ii

: é [ presumed that‘ only those pro;osalsv:@ich the S.G.M. considers es
: (I\}w[t‘w‘{ N Ltial and urgel{lt ne&d be proceededotat present. The urgent BrOPo f
R DR E | .00, e ]

T e U R
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(1) Appte of‘&ulde lecturers to help 1111terate visitors,

3 (2) Provision of loud speaker arrangements; and
- (Q) BEstta of anJQrt gallery for Madras.

I TEM. (1) ABOVE - GUIDE LECTURERS. Plegse see -pages. 18-20 1 R

“f _the sectional notes - below;~ The - committee/

The scale of . pay suggested

fl,‘.ﬁ(\‘ »«v'

ecturers and to.assist the Curators.
er the ‘Asste. Curators 18 Rs. 75M£10/2-125,

! S RF
\ e,@roposalﬂandmsuggaaxsd_thatﬁths postsi;ag,be \anctioned tempo=
J \arily_fgr khg“a pgriod of" two, yeans.' The Fin. Depﬁilsuggested

)bhgt the prqposal m,gbt ‘be. considered as a Part II Scheme for 14

\ \ wj)‘\

\\l

'948~49. ~ The proposal may accordingly be treated as Part,II fori

/?8-&9_- ym /{L’LM‘ % )/\A/;, MO‘T(’C K—o ‘ZK.-__[,]')L;/“ Sashd 3

R R e
___ITEM. 1..{2) ABOVE = LOUD SP,EAKER ARRANGEMEMS-—;—mis is/\one N St ;ﬂ»;# .

f the recommendstions made by the committee of 1945. { The S.G-l@._ A% BT T il

18 submitted separate proposals on this subject and ﬁhese are ,ﬂwﬁfirn

o R S|

_ talt with in the linked file. The S.G.M. has heen asked to IS et naid
‘__4 - i "
: gnniﬂhmﬂn_QStimggg of the expenditure involved in his proposals¢»~oL {7?f;7C2ﬁ§:?
L~ 13 reply is awaited. e . . % 2 58 “f'*;;‘”*”*”_‘iif§
| |
t

_ ITEM (3) ABOVE - ART GALLERY.- Attention is invited to e 0 el

.21-22 of the sectional notes placed belowe.
A { A "\ r.) ke
@ %XS considered that the:Victoria Technical Institute Building j¥~ Eg C S
& the Pantheon Road£~should be used.as an Art Gallerg and made it

Artain ‘suggestions in, thls regard. . JeSe .18 of opiniqn that it - \}

=i N2 Ryl §

! botter to run the Art Gallery on,public support ani ‘on & non= ..y
ficial basis and not,tg;mgge it a chdnge on Govt. revenue<s

Less all other sources were first_.exploreds

) Mot d :

_For orders whether/%/%/m- At b 7
V

ls-view may be accepted and the S«G.M. 1nfonmed accqrdingly, /d

D The, otl;er propesals of the ﬂggbmittee/\may be & fur

‘thg present. - The file may be sent to Fin, for remarks With1§ K it &/
«’;; —
‘srence o dtem (1)~Asst. Curajors, - ,cﬁm«. cowfklnjle vJ $o)
| , Jom e
| }‘ A ¥ N o BT Y L ARG S szl et e . e W,, . 2y M rRa e Wl
‘ ! ;\/ D - ik !
, .i el e an _T\AM_% et OM 28 [wu‘.vom 3
A Vo DB e el
| WF%WW\)CM/‘-éL e S BaS o
Dha Cace ALALé; Lrvﬂlj é:éJféqaq%fﬁa%;f;;”d; 7 5U+ q. W:?

e e ,
( § ﬁ_'z\:‘—o i
\ t
1
G At s T I A ', Brt e ol Lo m"‘ml VR S e et PSR Sk ’ : :1‘-: J J
X = 2 i ; B s RS f

Epil_gf__ﬂg;Asst. Curdtors to work, as guide ﬂ*;;:;(ﬁ ¢l T"\

This Dépt.;supported »w_; b R f%:
\h F . ! i /
A:.L::—E:j: e ild ¥ peT |
t ‘ ! _"j ’ -

-"‘ RN A ,\

% 8.}

‘The committee of ] Iy

" - g B it

S i | {7-7'«7:,%90 ‘ . ',/}:?u)

W

/

{

v ‘° . department with reference to the propoéal 1o appoint two

Curators in the lMuseum to work as Guide Lecturers and to‘a

S =
e the Curators - please see the note of E.& P.H. 'On pp.21-22 above °*
: |

E.& P.H, originally proposed the scale 75-10/2-125

¢ : for the posts of Asst.Curators., For the reasons noted on p.20

of the Sectional notes, this department suggested the scale
75-5/2-100 which corresponded to the scale of Photographers,
Madras City Police prior to the issue of G,0.78,Fin., dated

6-2-47.  The scale of pay of Photographers, Madras City Police

bid ; has &x® since been revised to 90-3-120 in the Above G.0. This

deparmnent may advise that the same scale may be adopted fQF
the posts of Asst.Curators - compare also the revised scale of
fs 120-240 for the posts of Curators in Madras Museum.

& IRy H, proposeﬂkto treat the employment of Asst.

Curators as Part II Scheme for 1948-9, This department

3 !
previously considered that the proposal could not be considered

g as S0 urgent to be introduced in 1946-7 and suggested that as

£ proposal would not also be said to satisfy the criterion of

essentiality to admit as Part II Scheme for 1947-8, vt 3 may be
ot

i

deferred for consideration as a Part II Scheme for 1948-9,

3

~

Certain criteria have been laid down for admission of proposals

las: Part II«8chemes- -~ vide extract at(:). kaxnxnxxnxxgxagxxxi i

Iff BE.& P.H. think that the present proposal can be, said to be

essential for the propef running of the departnent this depart- |

ment may agree to the proposul being con81dered as a.Part iE1 :

e esfion. Cox Velued Ll - ¥Wﬂ?3'°€ g 4
i

Scheme for 1948-9; Rxkr xR XA Re X g XREHXRKE X KX E X EAxE

No remarks are called for on the other proposals of

8, & P.H. on Pe22 above,
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2 - - - RECOMMENDATICN
N R Sl Y - — o ﬁnsras(k 2. The Committee recommends that the West wing of the first

floor of the Front Buildings may be reservsd for bronzes,

after lighting is improved in certain parts in which it is : i
now unsatisfactorye and remodelling some of the cases seo =as ‘
to permit all the sides of the images being viewed byhisitars.

CURATOR'S REMARKS.

s’ i La - - — o BRON 445

e ) : ':\J 2;7,5 j =, The Tbronze collection in the Madras Museum has been

B S%T s B b . 1 T : : : X considered to be "undoubtedly the finest in existence" and it

7 , - ] S =03 3. - — % has been stated that, with the exception of a few fine srecimens

gt oeR L. O - ——— E - = ' in the Colombe Museum and the Muses GruimeNt in Paris, there is ne
o0 1 aME A LTI T[N : . R : public cellection in which they are adequately represented.

The| Committee has now suggested that more space sheuld ’
R =1 —— s be allotted for th‘em on the first floor of the Prent Build ing.

e R , U b , , s T | - : 3 | This will be possible if Bloek B is built and the anthropelozical \

i Sl - : L u s 3 — Collectiens whiah occupy part of that floor are removed, as sugzested

|
The Committee has also recommended |

t
|

= A em ol 3 YL : : | A 4 by the Committee, into that bleck,

el S g b i 3 i A —— ¢ that lighting should be improved in the 7allery., In regard to this
. E it has

M el ! . - already been gointed out in the scctien on buildings that

LA , FEEPY AP - the defect in lighting in the galleries of th: Frent Building was

N N | . R L e R . neticed as earlyias 1895, Nothing however seems to have been done to

. ) (5 oo e oo O reL‘tify this defect till new. The Committee has not cxplained hew the

» [, L SR H . lighting is to be impreved. There is evidences to shew that wh=2n the

N - o annexe te the Marine Callery in the old building was being built in

: s o e 1913 it was proposed to provide sky lights though S ubis Bal ah L) Hike

o | ldea was given up as it was found that they woul. not atferd =nough
AL = B | .

A .. light while they would take up valuabl- gpace in the fleor abova.

Sinee, hewaver, in the present case therps

is ne floor abovc there

f‘ l !’ ¢annot perhaps be any objection to provid1nm sky lights.

Thb Committee has likewige su

zq°¢t d that ths eases

gheuld pe rem@dellad 80 as te permit fJ; th= gides of the images to

(?herw is svidence to Ehow)fhﬁﬁ)moet F R e
Présent arranged agalnbt the walls ana th

be g8 s

<N

at they are prcvidq‘with

lE ey & T4 S0 a 3
€lags panes only qn thres sidss, It is therefore net possible fop
[T | Visitere te sece thé back of the images,

§ KNS lt neeeESaI‘y tO ROV ldﬁ g‘l&l&-’ pﬂnes {5 0 t

d 3 , 2 on the f u 1 i (<Y
| A { ¥ 1_ Siele

ll | 3ide 8

The : T * ;
eeonmittac 's Bugges tion

“wz

e T e
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i alse, but this will be pessipie : | =

SS1 alo
ble only if g passaze is

o~ e
Batween the VWall and t C - ek -2
left he €ases, Such an arrange-

met will natuzally requlteimere space i s may be

available if the amtkropelogics] Collzetions are i

remov»eé 1nt0 tne -leCK B WhiCh iS proqoqed te he built

-

I /thwu/o W ﬁt.o__%,m;ww 'f

_ e —
\

~'r ’ *
: T - . Ho Sfrecceantls qece |(Caiied p At_cez::/,[ B
T 7 AL Aol o i< | 7 Mﬂ? . 5 L

o Cone N | Corafrncs cleoo 0 M0 froofioned Blpek B : 2eed Cos tretr 4&%

P o luip €0 Conv ot iyl DB ,y [ —— Y S Wﬂ%x\:
é_ﬂqjho_ bTWL L m\{ @JLMJA be WVM R | , U 44 : M%K g _[
Pl o IR o Zg o - s ! e : i * o ~
W&CV ;/O_‘m @ ? % A b_j_/’_}._),__, | — : - ‘ Remarks of ?he S_.G-,.Mf ' %, | 3 ,' -; i !
A~ g ey 0@‘“ ‘Iz». 7 f . N \wggwtb‘ The entire 1st floor of the Frent Bullding can pe vas ,

for the f‘Xf‘ib’Ltinn of |the bronzes only after the 8dd1tiana]

\
T
L‘

\ Ee8taqg

ﬁ.bf e Case, Cod e Lxhe %‘Ve" b condition. — The Cnmmitteﬂ'ﬂ reconmendation About the
- T‘Ovisin
\/o/@-\r‘faa wl e MO ar_o Muﬁf | f of glasses at the bnok applies particularly to 2 long Cag x
, s

W—ﬁ. av\(- (st_wlo /L\f—N-e, M J ’, \:}n f'bs | (‘& \ | 7 | out agail’lSt the outorlwaﬂ in the Saivite ang the vgts} navit
= fﬂ[** ‘!F HJJ Ll NOLP&YE:Z/% ‘( %6§"&“( | ’ Galleries. . .The approximate cost of revlacing the back
i J

‘ I block is constructed, ?‘ This is what the Oommittee hag 3 |
g ﬂ.g ¥ 1 : view in making ‘the. recommendatione ' 4
b t P ' : Lightlhng cannot be su’f‘fici"nfly lnproved by 4. Drovies
A=t T L ?W | ‘ is done, th Yision [
J ,,( : of sky-lighte. = Moregver, if thi® © O OTnanenggy
IR L e ;
CXXL‘ tc-b:' c7. e C;T?/aﬁa i | false ceiling will have to be rpmovvd in_severa] DIQCGS ~
& A4~AO‘SH¥ { ] s
JAAE= % f\ | 7§ Remodellihg of a|larme number of the aases a4 leaving 5
1}
& pas‘ §
Un o= %OL‘V‘—— . c\-{l‘w[’ tos q/\"/""'lf(‘/ '{ ‘Q aages behind them are\imnosSibl’ in the present gop
|

>

1%h !
I o QLM—LP{ la(bi S it & / ‘“-I b ud slass will, in their case, amount LR 200/ Bty th e E‘
I RS . K’e, /»LQ.(,__ 2ol i i Conmittiee 88Nt their report, the case for the Natara jq £
OQ/ /ﬁm | - ] »iancadu has bmnn ed from its old pls ok
'Pr M!{M—O“—o ey T4 puvel remov ce on the

Deputy Secretary, and 1t has been exhibilted LP”“Obﬁril
v

oubled cage 11 sides, A
T = Lk e S TR /Q%O\,Q&_ | pam @ with glass on al 11 rygps
it " :
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7____,______.case7~thena_Lsﬁa_baﬁﬁioadewpuiﬂinjnxhewobjeex being—— - ——

__to_exhibit thie bronze, witholut any glass covering on an -

~_____ornamental pedestal. This pedestal isabéing designed by -
the Principal, School of Arts and Crafts.  The presence
of the Nataraja of Tiruvelangadu bronze in the Centre of
~_this room makes it impossiblﬂ to acecent the Committee's
recommendation about pushing the long case in thie room
2 awgy frow the outer wall to the midatke of the room. Thel =

il & ;ﬂ“;badly lighted cas®e can, however, be pushed in abnut;Q,in,xx
,Wtﬂfrom.their prcsentﬁosixion_anéz;here 1s”alrcady,aaww;,fmw;
clearance of about 1 foot now, between the back of the
? ;caseéﬁand the Quterwwall, a passage of 1'S" wide will
_enable the back of the lmages being examined.
The best suggnﬁtion seems to me to provide elnctticj’
light in these rooms, as early as possible. _ The Electrical
“Engineer has already got plans ready for the electrifidation
of thewyholeAMusgumjbullding;,,but'it may be execcuted LQL_;_
parts peg;ggggg_immgﬂiatelymwithvjho portionsfof the
_buildings as suggested by the Committee. The worst
trouble now 1s due ﬁp roflections in badly-lighted cases,
but sultable arpifiéialrlighting will remove the trouble
: 1 to a very great gxt¢nt. Prov;gionlgf glasses on the
: @L fourth side of the most important. among other bronzes will

pavn to wait till thnAnfw BloQk 1szonstructed.
i e ool
I virer 5 Froer we 2 T a0
role wheod HE Oulin ok Cige vl
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7 \»:’ ﬂ' % iz\ﬁ e
g;ﬁhﬁ%hﬁ, and earbenates. |It was belived that as the

. Recommendation,

E el depir

3¢ The Committees rscommends that the Anaravati gallary. bs
rearrang:=d after taking out e& the sculptures set in the walls,
- 4 The details of {the arrangemsnt will h: s=ttled later by a Sub~
G" \ Committee consisting of Mr., T.N, Ramachandran, Mr. V., Narasimhan and
S D AL AT Yabpant

CURATOR'S REMARKS.,

1%3\\\0,4Ll Q4%. éﬂffffﬁfi_§921&£ﬁ£§§i:‘ It is perhaps strange that,

il in sc%te of the admitted importance of these marbles, anc the
gerious controversy whiech arese in connection with their proper

care and display, no'attemé% should have been made for a long time

te prepare a descriptive ecatalogue of them, Dr. Vogel had pointed

out this defect. & short list had indesd been prepared in 1853 by

Dr. Tayleor describinz the marbles which were then in the Muscum, but

mo:zt of thss: marbles had been transferred to England., Fer the large

number of niececes which had since been added to the museum there wnc

AN

no list until 1914 when, at the suggestion of the Superintendent ef the

kaB Mussum, the Gevernment ord - red the empleymsent of an expert to prepare

A

7 e s
‘Qgtfk(l»zg ¢atalorus of these exhibits. Thare is however nothines to show
4 L@f—“’""”‘ =

v

%

gh(ylﬁdhhether a complete descriptive list wns actunlly prepared either

in 1914 or afterwards,

In the light of what has been stated above it will
be interesting tg c e yheiher any ef the projosals made by the

Committee of 1945, if carried out, are likely to give rise to criticienm
; |

‘ 3 i 5 & ]
in future, The first recommendatien of the Committee is that" all

1>Q“‘Lk“;th° Sculptures in the Walls should be removed from their present

fefting (beecause|of the premence of salts in most of them) and re=

assembled after chemical treatmenf) care being taken te arrange the scud_

ptures according:tg Beriods ", The Committee has neot indicated the

extent of the dn@age already suffered by the Beulntiures. There is

{ evidence te shew jthat these sculpturee which are in limegtone marble
@y 2 " - ‘) Z
developed "g blowp colourationand white incrustation Whiehsmar their

PRty and gradually deSt&erth;m*g The brom ¢elouration was dus ta
the nreseneec of iron and the problem of removing it
(¥!} te be diffieult, ; The white inerustation

¢

was cons ld eved

Wae

due ts ealecium chleride

_ SCulptures had boe:
—3 1 o, ! B ad be:n
1.\“‘0]Llﬁu dndzr vround for a long time thers VRN Salte

—

in their pores
and that these Salts were eaﬂingrut slowly and ferming anfinerustat i an

4 v



Was 4 Salts Which

T
1. seulptures
1‘CVO‘\ 1fzg£’cculﬁtures.
P o,

q_1_50 considered that the ¢ ek e s in

were Firmly fixegq Were also pascinz inte the

Axperiments

aye

the Archacologiecal Chemist gf t

Stated to have been made

he Museum to find out the

best means of trefling the SSlptures, and some of them are

stated to have been"traateq

| 3 A
B B¢ Shsnits

whether it is poscsible to tre

With Paper pulps te remove tha

iithin the §pores

Tt s nowever not stated

at the marnhles sueecess fully,

fuggested that th

i It has merely

=Y Should be

Before, however, the marbles can p- treated chemically

they,have te be removed rropy their precent settin:. Th

(2]

Semg LTSS RaR et STnfsd whewh o r such removal from the

4+ 2 f i X
present setting o Cement jg Possible

ac all, It will pe

reamam be red

Ghait Bae Burgeee

' had been"need lessly injureq by

Casing IN & CE‘WNT THAT C AN
w. . ," T oD "3 G i) kA - 1
‘TEJER 28 MOVID® angd that Dp, Wogel stated that thE’Y“iad

bes=sn

FLOED IV CEMENT AND 17 WILL BE WO BASY MATTER 10
: . .%;-'l.- A\\l{R T\}j 'YT'T FTi " i .

As the Marble is stated to be Very

brittls it is guite

likely that the sculptures cannot pe
removed fromn the Cement wity

out damage. Perhaps an attempt
may be madero Trenove some of the unimportant pieces before
? deeciding upon thas Temoval of tue b

Granting that the fCulptures

suececegsfl

ean be

from the cement ang treateq chemieally it lnS next to pg

cong idered whether thay ought te be reassembled gs

by the Committee or fncased in air-tight olags ant an

ez rested by the Superintendent.

The Committes ha:

stated anything about the glase encer evidently beecugse

=

) - Rl
f eaces Qan ot be used if the sculptures are {0 be rej

Mag s thas s Feassembling the Committse th rony

’)\Qr1

i< e (1) that the ceulpturss *hould be arranged accord iny ¢
i rs t ’ 9 g "

! & 4 a
i N . U yerivds,s (2) that the raiil Should be realizned eaqst 44 L

. ‘ : : -
: to aamit Ll;_:,.i-}flf‘xll.l Ing on it ‘3) that the rail and the .beia
L ._e

i ef the drum 5h0ulq be

fearranged teo make them leok more
]_l.l{B\tHE original

rail muc*t\ﬂ— £i11

WPH L&) TRt the st aens tie reeons ¢
@ up aftes removing the sculptures, The
yalue of arrang ingV¢ . Baulntures according te Perisdg Wasg

| P, 7.0,

o

S& lamented in 1885 that the marpieg

ully rern()ved

&laq

Ese”"bled.

ruc tQQ

@

|
:

-

>/ recognised even

QBT X

W
7 A B 1 = N\
in 1834, but the idea Ziven up as there-was ne t

was

gsufficient space to de se, There cannot be anyieobjeetien®to a
chronoloyz 1ﬂq1Jﬁrfangeveﬂt previded there is S Ppace enough for tha t
pUTpPOS e, In regard to the relignment of the rail the Committes has
not stated which of the 3 raile is meant. The reference to the admise jon
of light, however, se=ms to Indicate that it is the rail wnijey, ool
srected in the eorridor to the annsxe in 1894 that is meant, The sugges-

rearranze this rail in such a msanner that more light wiiy fall

tion tg

unon it appéars o doubt teo"be a “good guggestion. * But before the rai11
®~

is rearranged it has to be considered whather the Archaeologicgy autho-

Fflfl es may not hereafter take exception to such rearrangement, It will

. be remembered that The_wf?ﬁqgewsnt of the rail in question m.de

was objected to by Dr. Vogel on- the ground that from a Scientific Point

of view any reconstruction of the rail is "only permissible if 4,

: - ,
inal position o the Various pieces is mewn" and that

in this Case

the eriginal position of the pjasces wag not «nown. Dr. Burgess

alsg

denied that there Was any definite.iniormation about the exaot D07 tom

tof the seulptures . It will therefore Be desirable to consider tp,

question of arranging the sculptures in thﬂform of rails more ,

arefiy i 1y
tne arra ,
g ngement of

rail apply alsojthe arranzement of the drum. The Committee gtates

before Passing ordere upon lt. The objections teo

the

-,

fd"f t ’l‘:’
rall ands the basg of the drum Should be rearranged to make them g pe

A -

"original®  The Archasolsiical authoerities have, as hag

a2

Like

h tna all‘ea@ly

been pointed out, held the opindon tnat nmobody can €ay what the ori

glnal

lookeq Iiﬁe. Thig suggestion may nlesp therefore Laye to ne

more carefully befers pasting orge-g @n it. The next sug:

f-:
‘U
07
~~
s
(@]

A2t of filling up the Pit in the gallery after removing the SCULptyp,g

Beeme to pe gntirely HueXxeeptionahle, It will be rememberaqd that th;
A is

pLt Was made 5 subject of ridiculq by Dr, Burgess when he Compareq it
to .

: 1

batih OF a trap. The Committe, g recemmendation for the remgy,,

) Tt T Some

@,I tne Seulptures 1nto the olq Ol‘iental Manuser ipte building and «
j ¢ ang g

We ad ln\: ut 5F dupll@ﬂtee require no remarks . The eug

model lep to prepars a nodel of

\.."‘ q
entil"m‘ly

the mmgravati s upa is not Perhaye
UnobJeCfiﬁnable LT AR RS Rt already been stated about 4y .
2 i 3 - N 5 l [ 8 /'qn t
def nite jppomation about t - ’ri 7ing1, ik

e



|
|
i

e

e

M/l
Tl R G, oo el
o S O cRH ol VN L~o aﬂéla/[ AU o
sle V& M»—m?wmai o o
2‘: P RV Zodlcﬂ% S e el
t&_,ﬁuﬂ— W%QWL%LALW.GQM\
C%Ej e 1vcns Conanalon aw
GC/L 7 QQAQ— hr gl z¢éQJ@1M/buL~¢£a[«v-\
ﬁlil a& 'tC-Q A)CAA/@ ' e w‘t[,t& Il /[\{976
XKW/M/ be renoved  feo— e %W I
/@Lﬁluf(i&@aavw£1jg 4Mk%~w
Yoo e T A cu-oi RO _ Awomannlld)
o8 il AR FwAKLM4L Cl{:cdngiuhnf
U1x/0 v
9. QQL*, (Z«Axxl—rf« o le | 27
A UUYCXiﬂpl;‘. oy
CCK*% ;Z;QL b;fz;ocxﬁLﬂs b hsek o

de o Ve o
ST

IRRAL e sz/¢0#~6£ a~ s
_,3;; czy1{>4_

—
NEr—
v

Ve 'CL

¢<>£4/U11L\¢~\ Sk tﬁLQJL
e o (B, mm
C&*«MQJ& Eﬂz o ol 4@4&/+ ﬁxx4vc. A CLJLOuA,, ¥ G 4

5% G “dy

t:é L2 Artian Lg:i& ;
(1) o= /Ek S Yo Lol e
]Z;' 5_ —iii;f“icuz;IZL:jp

4n21~41, L4*$4>o B
}ﬁJ 51F ol /QQJL e Corviopip i

] [ i

ol Burg. S acd A Voq ol i doe
heck watinT octe s Ae tle mcbbe
iga,tq Noid o be Al i

iﬁ-)~e Like Ked 13;:%(f:;tqu,Q BT

Gt bd Nonweved  mibr o o{cxxy*62?4 :
(;{) &Awa 64€/cLoA/$wuﬂ. tr s 2 boas) )
’l&Aéruﬂ(/‘velkc ¢kfeqﬁ““ijz lrkﬁ‘m/bjuw~"“/L“51/(

.“" ﬁﬁ:iﬁ; = w.*u

' 3

T)

- e

Y ‘gu.;;:mxyz&&ﬂ:%m.,..ﬂm{” '

V,ék\__lékiﬁlwzﬂ,ﬁ-
ﬂ(1q;Q%/J)Cle9¥A?;>HD
Cﬁ" LR A AL
A2 TLes Oy

k-é'/\)Q, : 0/,'(/’ |
¥14mA4>\IKJ{-y-'

“ .

| ey o ) RS SRS PSS S5 —

‘ N e | f / s
/ N XA 1“ E f [y ,'f “/~:

%44%‘ > V) - Sl M Lu

W vaﬁL)--Afk Vﬁ%%\dﬂh- {* e - S (ix~¢~?_ s
o S AN £@¢4 e CJA4M9 Lol 6T3 ol lic N

( [k uL \A*»4L/L Q;A&pQQ%U{WW,MMA&QAH"”_HWH“,«

Wa e &L%/> Rl D a g N

s

And
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: Remarks of the S.G.M. i S

The Catalogue of| the Amaravati marblechas been printed

. ‘ 3
i
'{lfw:lk’ ct P A—ME Letl@ &0 i ] = " ';.,.

and publishnd 3 The Curator, Madras Record Office hes ¢§
obviously not.awarémbf it Y A .
Exnnriménts have been carried on the best ways of
‘troating the marbles and I have got the opinion of experts on
this question. Aparbvatl marbles in the Caloutta Musemm have

been treated with good results and have been given prescrva‘ive

coatings. The sculptures in the Madras Museum should be

gimilarly treated.

MThey are to be ﬁb&1t¥ with in three groupé.

A. Sculpjtures ylaoed on platforms.
They raise no spetial problems.

Chemical cleaning and

exhibition under glass ie all that has to be done Tor them.

B. Sculvtures set in the walls of the room.

They have to be fﬂnovnd very csrefully from the walls

and then treated as thosn in Group A,

€. - Bculptures built into (1) the reconstructed railing
and (2) Casing of thﬂ Stupa.

P o e I
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These present very difficult oroblems and require very care- —
vla n;ng,oifjhg,work.“_”Tha;;labswgggﬁ be removed from the - B
cement and then treated, though it would be very troublesome
work. But there is no alternative. Thqr should not be left
t~ their fate any longer. T have consnlﬁnd the Fxecutive
Engineer, and he agrees with me that the ﬁork of removal of
the sculptures can be undertaken, but thngchipping will have

L

to be done under very close supsarvision, |
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RECOMMENDATION

-

me tropolis of the Mqirn
-pus | phases of Oriental

While the forezoinz

roomand ethmoelogy Q‘cor’é-»loom he made available,

nsceesnry altecation, f
of the paintings already

Offyec wole

s Pronnco,
and Wes tern

N 4, |The uoqn1tfee is of opinion that the time 1} has
(R CAS SRS for the creation of a picture gallery

come

worthy of the

illustrating the vari-
Bainting.,

is in pf‘ﬁC?SS, the

for the exhi

present eo in
af ter

bitionof a selection
¥y in the Museun.
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‘ Recommendntions- \ \fla g;.———”";ﬁl‘——“
1 i ) & ) /
%( : F D &0 < 5 ha Committee recomnends that the Zoologieal galleries ;
. de L
' O

: v Th 1 b inwve ngagen
ghould bejyaors attractive by habitat groups. This will involve the enzazememf—

of a museum artist.
/A

! i

\3 “l.. \\6 ti\}

CURATOR'S REBUVMARKS;--- It
‘___//__—-—’

a8 been statad a%ove that the zoslégical collections

Were the collections which attracted neople most. This wag the €ase
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’ .

even after the live animals wecre removed from the Museum and the staffed
animals and birds and their skelet\ons alone were exhibited. 1ttt empt,

have however, been made in the past to render even these stuffed speecimens

e —— —

rfore nttra;tive:Ib 1894, the Superintendent ebserved that the galléfﬁy

n

eeccupied only by "eases containing melancholy rows of stuffed animals

—_———
e

and birds have always been the wsak spot. inm the Museum open to adverse

eriticism". He therefore tried to render the appsarance of the gZallery

more attractivelto the casual visitor by means oqframﬂd pho tographs,
“eoloured pictures and woodcuts of the mammals and birds and by the exhi-

bition of the larger berned animals like th=z bison and the sambar mounted -

; on shields, He alse placed in eases a greun of flying Toxes on the
, <
.# branches of a tree, the nests and =2gzgs of th: parigh kite and the crow
; in the forie of the tiress, on whieh the birds built, n2sts eof the

e :
k . weaveT bird pendent from the leaf of a palm ete. For the sake of sportse
t; men a case containingz the various kinds of enipes was alse arranzed by
him. At*emptgpiké these were made in subsequent years alsw, In 1915
k . no Lless tHan half a dbzen groups were arranged in the gallery, but it
was éoon found that such arrangements were taking up too much Space,
"These realist ic greups", the Superintendent obscrved tn his annual adbs
; ministration report of that year, "which are ameng the most popular

exhibitsin the Museum take up a considerable amount eof space and for this

reason will unfortunatelﬂhnve te be discontinued. The oxxxrxSBRRERE

{l 1l

ever-erowding already referred to in this report is nowhere more

apparent than in the Natural History Seection and = ith the space at pregent
] g an t

availlable little more

¢an be done than to add sparingly to the general
“ gMiSld

e lleati i v A
je@ll<ct1ons . Adthough th fermatien of realistidirouss wae Kiing

‘discont inued their importance w:
i was not leet sicht of 1
g . n 1818 when
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Sitated that in this respect the Bombay Museum nas stolen a march
HAA ade < ral al

" @ver the HMadras Museum.

The Committee has now recommen . e ' ‘ B e i o :
ded that there eughts to be d) »\‘;\ 5 . g1 \{Ci : === SR
. mere habitat zroups but it has not stateq vhet) 8 ) - | . | ; ' i
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] ; e in the zalleries ] .
.o 9ot ANglng such groups., Since § | T
the fermatien ef tie Jroups Was previousiv 4« : L7 e R N | P S 5L T &, a
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v | ok
found in the vresent galleries. T de
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? {\f;. _ 6., The Committee recommends the full el
) ] o [ FVQ Ciic of the buildings, electrification of such parts as
-L y' v the reptile gallery doWnstairs, where natural lighting

5 is not possible, being taken up first. !

eletpification

e S e , ot w . ) CURATOR'S REMARKS.

: 7 , B A RN, | 7. There is nothing in the records to show whether the

F ] I ' €O-F) L ouestion of lighting the galleries with electricity has

, i J/ \ {/ been considered in the past. Nor is the practice pre-

Sl ' 3 i P ' ' _ : - valling in the other Museums in India and abroad known.

, 4 ! It is quite possible that considerations of safety have in
= s A L ) the pasgt stood in the way of electrification. It must be
y remembered that if a fire breaks out, as a result of
= e e ' e e ’ | short circuilting, esvecially in any of the rooms contalning
. . exhibits preserved in alecohol, irreparablg damage would be
A AR TS - By : : ' ] done to the entire Museum and tHe Connemara Public Library.
: » . | ’ But the question of safety ie one for the authorities of
E - ' —- : = : : the Floct\ricﬁgDﬂpartm@nt to decide. It may be stated

: here that the record blocks in the Madras Record Office,
which are-full of inflamable material, have been electri-
‘ : ! ‘ fied from the very beginning. There are several fans
. Lot AN Lk : b : : ™ - in each record block and a few plug voints for hand lamps;
but no fires have been known to occur as a result of short ¢
b e Ruwe o B0 s E L) | e , , circult or in any other manner.
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RECOMMENDATION. hool Saviiey s
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8% The Conmig o
reserve gnd «<uplicate.collections, details of which will be
nerked ot by.the Sub-Committee mentioned under item

Tonr

- e T TT—— ——=
o iAﬁf? Q
Rl P depdy—
b "l
i ' e MgSs T
s I - . 3 ..\ ;.. e ’ ¢ M v
teg. recommende that adndit{dodal prevision ke, mnde
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! ACCOMMODATION FOR RESERVE. AND DUPLICATE COLLECTIONS.

Reécrve~colleCti°ﬁs éhould-bé ﬁGQSGd in well-lighted and well-

ventilated st " _ - they, can ;
exigting godowns are unsuitable for keeplng anything of value ang
‘can in the opinion of the Sub-Committee, be used,”after improvements
}such as .the' o

Wthe floor:damp , 3 d :
{the £ The sspace between thesOriental (Manuscript Hall ang the

articles.
prescnt <80
of raslow g
This may run
be made damp-—
of the window

A similar €
Geologiral, &8
. The raserve
may be hqused
of an upper &

In the"bi&h
it 1sg essentl
taking in rel

orage rooms where they can be seen and studied.  The

rovision of exhaustifans, electric lighting ana making
p proof, fler stoning, furniture and other miscellaneocus

downils recommended ‘to bésutilised for the construction
terraced godown ‘to be used as an archaeological godown,

the whole dength of thé Geelogical Galleéry, shoulgd
proof,wand the height should be up to ‘the level
sills of the Geolngical gallery.

cdown may, be constructed on, the western gide of the
11.'33".1(’.3. g A v G , k A i} P
‘collections 6f the Zoologicél and Botanical co% ;
intthe space that will be available by thé'aaéi%ﬁgzions
torey ‘to the stuffing room bléck. , ; l

k'B of the proposed oxtnnnionsnfo the Museum by

¥ > PI DS e B cNns ‘ e uildi
al that cellar _accommodatien should be provigeq fgings,
evant reserye and duplicate collections, . ;

N Pr - r 5 : B

k. .

. ! V4
‘I CURATORS REMARKS.

&

ooy, In addition to the construction of Block B the Comm

i1ttes

-

hag also recopmended the construction of a number of
rhousing reserve and duplicate collections.

godowns sXPLC

nd fop

may be said.to have been alwaye as grest 28 the

demand for gallery space?

In 1911 Dr.Vogel observeqd:

degideratum 18 a godown, some 60 by 30 feet for the gtap
archaetlogical specimens whieh are not of sufficient ipg
to' be exhiblted in the public galleries and yet ourht ¢4

preserved in
logy. AS 8u
ag possible.
should be cho
_'sketched abov
.the outside ©
adopted, I €t
taken in hand
antioulitics n
~higtorics whi
stuffing room
godwgn was: un

such a way ag to he' acéessible to studentg
chia building is nurely utilitarian, it ghq
It should, howev, =, be well lighted, -, 1%
gen in such g way as not to interfere. with

f. the museum compound.
rongly recommend that th : ,
N firstof ‘ﬂll. ‘This 14.71.11 enablf’ us to Sh@
ow placed "in’the onen andeto store away tye
ch fre now éncumbering: the museum o0fficag

s ® however, consliderad

" Dr. Henderson: "
necessary and . that the collaks belew the

the construction.of ,

"Another
age of
erest

be

of archsen-

uldfhs gimple
S. gite

the gcheme

e of extending the arshaeologlcal gallerieg 2l
: ~ In case Wy bropoge] g QPF

e |
g0down be

1ter the

Pre-

and - +h
that the

8, ney

N
v

allery could
scxyaaﬁﬁ&aﬁlﬁ
Dr. Vegel's:s
Committee has
in the,ground
between two ©
space:

bé used ag godewns.
‘gite in, the grounds"

‘not’suggeated the con
s but h . v A%

ugEestlion was not.therefore accevted.

e
for chstrunttn

He added that theps noral

Wag.nno

jacent

f”thh'mxistihg blocks ©
to some of ‘thae: blecks

hat  thesesGodowns . should be low, Serractd structuregty,

mi~ht not obg
whether here
Lodowns frpm

truct:the windows

b

willl be any

the architectural point of. view,
. t from the point of %

¢ e powerer almogilcertain tha

Struntiﬂn 0{ éSqlaté fi= Dgﬂant
v I ‘ . the conversion of, ; Own
as recommended $ sie i old buildingge Boncg
into godowns, T N d'the
of ,the galleries, M 4 ghﬁt thgyed
objection $o the oconstructyy = O jn b

T Sa

: el P gl L AN
‘ S é“ti%?ﬁ%ﬁﬁ*%ﬁﬁég-5°§°wn§r§§%$a;§ Z;iifgiisitigggt_Of CO&iiht
T g 5 L ) # 3 NS e
i ?Eﬁﬁﬁﬁbiéﬁg Sﬁ? b:ngiﬁefrg; the cost Oi.fgcfoafia”geméﬁﬁé ang W
ventilatioh o haelogy end others who WiSh L2 SHRAY thpe~ s the
Shudeni s Oéhése godowns, mey not find Lhegfﬁ“£¥ﬂﬂmementg Jeet
stored in ® The committee has 8180 Tecom“efd?d the o TV
satisfaCtOty )y the block B which is PTOPO%GQALO b8 byiyy Slon
gfbf?llggiks pepartment auwthorities way be i1 & D0$itioq £° The
ublie 3

state whethél

it is possilhle to do 80.
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RECOMIENDATION ,
/

10,

for the Asst,

Qualifiecations
....‘_‘_.-—-—"—__—"—-

"The Selected candidiites should be given training for three months ¢

@

after appointment,

CURATOR'S RElARKS.

ASSTISTANT CURATORS:~-
for the appointment of two Assistan
Lecturers and to assist the Guratteonst

Curatorsy 18

’-Bo

attached to the apchneological

&S efy dejbe—

The Committee feels that there is nesd

——

Curators to work as Guide e

The scale of pay suggested

o

Rew gID= L0 /22 1250

A, in History for the ®issistant Curator to be

and Anthropelogical sectioms and

Be A or'B.Sc. in Natural Science for the Asst. Curator feor the

Natural Science Sections, with proficieney in Tamil and Telugu.

by the IMuseums confelence uClO at New Delhl.

passed a resolution

LA g e
be made to bring the general public into closer :?5‘1

efforts should

contaet with the

illiterate and can therefore hest be reached through exhibits

explained byvhe spoken word ‘it is mssential that special guide

WTw problem 1ﬁas e:’

quseums.

e dichede M*F*)

in raised

This conference, {#

B DU r

e

in the course of which it stated that cne01al 'J‘ﬂ'

It saidy "sincevthe majority are

But when this resolution was

lecturers should be provided". - 3 A

referred to the

Gravely, he stated "To enable the lMuseum to

Superintendent of the Government Museum, Dr.

afford educt ion

to i1lliterates as Museums alone can,efficient guide leeturersig

fluent inlthe more important languages of the Province are

egsentiagl. In

view of the financial difficulty of adding to the

staff at present, however, we decidcﬁtﬂxwait a lead from the

Museun conference where it was hoped that I might learn from other

delegates of self supportinqschemes that were said to be iﬁu!lﬂ

in eertain museums

however

especially for illiterates in large public museums such

And nothing, econsequent ly,hns yet been done.v

tendent himeelf

leoturers the

The Sup-rintendent of the Museum has

in the nerth. All T was able teo leann)

wng that euch schemes proved to belimpracticable,

as this e
Since the Superine

did not think it pos: ihle to appoint suide

Jﬂ Ftiﬁn was again dEoPPed.

now pointed sut
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1@, Art Gallery: The Committee considers that th? Vietoria
T-chnical Institute Building on the PantheonARoad is ;
eminently suitable for being used as &n art Gallery rrovlded

sy In the mafter of pictures (1) aleng with efh:r mzthod s b

of acgquisition of piectures, the idea of acquirimg pieturss 9
through periodical exhibitions of the works of ind ividual

“artist® be fully explored.

(2) the acquisition of piztures should be made through a
representative expert committee consfistine of nominees of the
Vietoria Technical Institute Council and nominees of the Govt,

(b) an officer of gazetted rank, borne on the astablishment of

the Govt. Museum,with sufficient experience of art galleries

sengrally and of running expibition: :nd with administrative and
ereanising ability, enysalary in the scale of Re, £50-350( ini tial !
pay to be fixed according to qualifications) should be appointed
to be in full adminigtrative charze of the Art Gallerys; ¥ 4

(e) the fellowing funds should be set apart for initial and _Sa {
recurring expenditure sol:ly for the acquis ion oﬂexhibits; N
Initial% expenditure Rs. 2,00,000/- recurring expendigure

Rs. 20,000/~ annually%) /

(d) the officsr incharze of the Ayt Gallery siould be given
an adequate establishmont cons istinz (1) of an Asst. (Pay

Rs. 1006-10/2-200) vith knowledge of publicity matt-rs and ¥ o "
(2) of elerks and menials. ‘
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ART GALLERY
b The records show that an art gallery was begun 3

T —

)' ®

on a small scale in 1900. gbeout this the Supsrintendent reported f{
as follows "A& new degarture was made by the exhibitien of paintings
' > . ; Lans
(some the property of the fine arts sac1ety) by native artlstgam+
in Seuthern India which ayYe of interest as shewing the great
progress which has Le:n mode in recent yemrs and the advance

ever th= old style of psrtrai\t painting with abundamt:intreductien

" of geld lzaf, An exc~llent landscape by Mr. €., Raja Raja Varma

) [
,entitled "the Lohagad, one of Sivaji's moumtain fortress=s® wag

S 5 :
acyuirsd by purchnse.) The Superintendsnt alse repert=d the

additioen of eocenut and ivery caryinece a cellectien of China

belonging to the Hast India Company, a pithe medel of & Hindu

Temple ete-, te the art gallery. The colleetion of picturss
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HANDY GUIDE TO THE PRINCIPAL EXHIBITS
OF THE MADRAS MUSEUM.

To find the exhibits referred to in the following pages,
and others of the same class, the plan on the previous page |
should be used. The 11umbers and letters in the plan show g
the positions of the following :— !
A. Approaches from Pantheon Road. . ‘
B. Entrance porches to Museum (front building). ’

C. Entrance porch to Museum (back building).
D. Entrance porch to Connemara Public Library.,

MUSEUM (BACK BUILDING).

| f\
Refer- Ground Floor. Upper Floor. |
|

ce e
+ 1 Vestibule. Mqhen]o-])aro antiquities,
2 Temple architecture. Coins.
3 Hindu sculpture I. Scripts and northern sculpture,
4 Memorial stones and snake-
stones.
5 Hindu sculpture II. Economic botany,
6 Buddhist sculpture I. Botany.
7 Buddhist sculpture II.
8 Jain sculpture. |
9 Comparative zoology. i
10  Exhibits relating to elephants.
11  Geology.
12 Frogs, toads, ete.
13 Reptiles. Invsrt)ebrates I (corals, worm s,
etc.).
Birds, Invertebrates IT (shells, j
e s starfish, etc.). m;ects,
15 Mammals (warm blooded Fish.
TR . d stairs
1 Omparative zoology an . 4
to upper floor. Ciotae oo, . Lt P ‘
17 Painting, tlene
18 CoNNEMARA PUBLIC LIBRARY.
MUSEUM (FRONT BUILDING).
Anthropology,
;g ﬁ:: 7 Anthropology,
O ; Anthropology (musical instry. -
LM ments). ,
22 : Anthropology, r"
23 Arms, Jain and selected i . 3
i ms Wood and s c{fg&u images, E’
gs. ;
25 Metal worl, china, ete, i
26 Prehistoric antiquities from Saivite apg miscellaneous ,
Adichanallur and Perumbair. images, i
27 Prehistoric antiguities. Vaishnavite images, } :
f

28 MusEuM THEATRE,
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This leaflet is intended to direct visitors to the different
galleries and to draw attention to the most important
exhibits in each. In the space available itis impossible
adequately to explain any exhibits. Explanatorylabels will

be found in the galleries and those who cannot read them
should get their friends to do so.

Metal Work.—In the gallery devoted to miscellaneous~,
types of metal work there will be found a collection of
South Indian lamps, articles used in household and temple
worship, combs, boxes, betel-nut cutters, trays, water-
vessels, toys, etc. One end of this gallery is occupied by
& small collection of Tibetan and Nepalese metal figures,
lajmps, etc. for comparison with the South Indian collec-
tion. South Tndian images in bronze form, however,
Muoh the most important part of the metal work collection.
Most famous among them is the Dancing Siva (halo missing)
at the top of the stairs. A somewhat smaller figure ins
the same row hoars on its pedestal a date corresponding
%0 1510 A.D. and is the only. dated figure in the collection,
b.‘lt the two to the left of it clearly belong to about the
eighth and the eleventh or twelfth centuries A.D. respectively.
TWO galleries are devoted to Saivite and Vaishnavite
Images, and Buddhist images occupy the corridor beside
the former., Among Vaishnavite images special attention
may be called to the beautiful set of Rama, Sita, Laksh-
mana and Hanuman——the last mentioned (in an adjoining

case) a wonderful expression of the devotion to man of
an animal servant,.

~ Wood Work, Ivory, ete.—A number of figures from Hindu
mythology, including some not represented in metal,
will be found among the collection of carvings from temple
cars in the neighbouring passage, where there is also an
exquisitely finished sandalwood casket with Siva destroying
three demons carved above and other mythological and
jungle scenes on the sides. There is a small collection of
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carved beams, lintels, etc., from old houses on the staircase,
together with scenes from the Ramayana from a temple.

Anthropology, Arms and Prehistoric Antiquities.—Pro-
minent among the anthropological exhibits are the collections
of South Indian musical instruments, and jewelry
models of the types of hut used by various primitive

tribes. There is also an interesting collection of old

writing implements and materials, and of materials for
primitive fire-making and sorcery, as well as some fine
transparencies of Malayali devil-dancers in full costume.
There is a human sacrifice post just outside the prehistoric
gallery. *

The contents of the arms gallery have mostly come
from the old armouries of Tanjore and Fort St. George.
Besides guns, cannon, ete., they include a number of
smaller South Indian weapons, many of them exquisitely

“ornamented.

The prehistoric gallery contains relies, such as stone
and metal implements, pottery, beads, ete., of cultures
now more or less completely extinct in India. Owing
to the unfortunate absence of any direct geological evidence
it is as yet impossible to give even an approximate date
to any of them. Concerning exhibits from Mohenjo-Daro
see next paragraph.

Archeology.—The turn-stile at the main entrance
lead to a small anteroom devoted to photographs and
diagrams illustrating the history of South Indian temple
architecture, beyond which is a gallery where sculpture
from the Tamil country is arranged according to period
on the left and sculpture from the Telugu and Kanarese
districts on the right. In the balcony above are examples
also arranged according to period of sculpture from
further north, mostly representing earlier types, and
inscriptions and diagrams illustrating the development of
South Indian scripts. Antiquities from Mohenjo-Daro in



PLAN OF MUSEUM: BUILDINGS.
For explahation
7

following page.’

s0)

4

the Indus Valley, belonging to the time of transition from
the Stone Age tothe Age of Metals, occupy the room over the
entrance, and coins will be found close by. In the corridor
at the head of the stairs are snake stones and memorial
gf}ﬁéé‘.\« This corridor leads to the second Hindu sculpture
gallery, where further sculpture from the Tamil, Telugu
and Kanarese districts is exhibited, including pillars,

('/lintels, corbels and other pieces of architectural interest.
The earliest surviving South Indian sculpture comes from
Buddhist sites, particularly Amaravati, of which an ex-
tensive collection will be found in the next room and its
annexe. It includes numerous Scenes depicted in vivid
and realistic fashion which, though taken from the life
and legends of the Buddha, are evidently based on life
as it was lived in South India about 2,000 years ago. The
Jain gallery contains images of various Tirthankaras
together with memorial stones, ete., some of them bélong-
ing to the tenth century A.D.

P

Painting.—The small collection of pictures housed in
the Museum contains examples of the work of Raja Raja
varma and Ravi Varma, Travancore artists who worked
during about the first fifteen years of tlie present century ;
and also of the much older Cuddapah, Kurnool and Tanjore
schools of South Indian painting, together with various
other pictures.

Zoology.—At the entrance to the zoological galleries
several interesting comparative exhibits have been arranged.
These include illustrations of the means by which flight
is accomplished by various animals; the skeletons of a
man, a horse, a whale and an elephant ; various structures,
ranging from scales, fur and feathers to teeth, horns and
membranes, derived from the skin of vertebrates ; and
series of skulls of buffaloes, cattle and  goats illustrat-
ing variation in their horns. In the galleries containing
amphibia, reptiles, birds and mammals, attention may be
called to the special exhibit of the poisonous and harmlegg
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snakes of South India, some very large turtles and snake
skins, the chameleon with its long tongue fully extended,
and various groups shown (as far as is possible in small
cases) in natural surroundings.

i

Invertebrates and fishes will be found on fﬂéwupper
floor.  Corals, both as dried specimens and photographed
under natural conditions, occupy a prominent place in the»,
first room where illustrations of the life histories of
various parasites will also be found. Some of these
Parasites, such as those causing malaria, are much too
small to be visible without “great magnification. Others
such as the tape-worm, may be many feet in length. In
all cases a knowledge of their 1#e histories, which are as
remarkable as they are varied, is a valuable aid to avoiding
infection. Tn the next room are shells, lobsters, crabs,
centipedes, spiders, insects, ete., and in the last room, ﬁsh.)\

Bolany.—In addition to a collection illustrating the
principal natural orders of plants, especially such as are o
found in South India, special collections of South Indian
timbers, fibres, etc, are shown.

Geology.—This gallery includes the following three
sections ;  descriptive geology, mineralogy, and economic
geology. The first three sets of cases on the left of
the gallery are set apart for descriptive geology, illus-
trating the formation of the earth’s crust, mountain.;
building, volcanic activity, ete. Then follow mineralogy
and  economic geology. In the remaining cases on the
ground floor facing the central aisle are exhibited selected
éxamples of the principal minerals of South India including
rocks and ores. The cases at the back of these contain
associated exhibits of economic interest, with building
stones arranged along the north-western wall.

A collection of fossils with a representative collection
of all the minerals and rocks of South India will be found
in the balcony above.
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