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yooro- T the yecommendation ls accepfed by the Government or P
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. waste of planke, ftapes etic. . ~ thickne .
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4 | The negemsivy for fum: atin ragords in sueh?
ﬁx wheti the huxk G‘ ths - ° ‘

iWeeted raa@rda A
e and. inexpensive way @ rumigating records |
§ required ie aa

2 7 rdinary. cheat op boxipro. |
i akiag inaide. The ragaﬁde i R

%o be rumigated ara
thg grat*ng snd the Tumigant, uwsuaily para«dioﬁlor-m@nzena i
is Eeptl . dish below! the: gﬁat’*g,

The box 1s then clasea; :
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‘now as free from 1nsects as the other collections.

The rpcords in ‘
record rooms.in thé district are however likely to- contaln insect

fumigating these- recorﬁs ‘8 vacuum, chamber 1g

Bevnine Thegsimp§e method which I have explained above i
I propose to pg%vide one or tgo of tgetﬁhests
= he Madras Record Office with wooden gratings an i
7 iﬁiiiiilih;; gntc fumigation chambers, after the recordslabe tnéqg-_:fgik
‘ferre@ back to Madras. I shall then find out whether any of the;;v‘wuﬂyw
;. — ‘,tecords requlre fumlvaﬁion ané-if‘aa-arrange for’ sueh fumi—zwstw
"in the-Madras Record Of o 1n the foicee concerned

: \ ‘" i
: . t su estion containe *iﬁ the pamphlet is Thatwmur»
'"inaiingThgégginerygineuld be introduced in the Imperial Recor, ‘
r Lanination is a Becbnigaitagagfss whighAisrgow being G
' National Archiyes, Unite ates merica. = il
égiiggi? 2g1§hgrocess congiets in placing the sheet of paper to- be .f;f3¢
'rgpaire i between two thin, uransparent:foils ot celbulqss acetate
_&nd compressing the whole by machlnery under heat and at preusure
‘in a special press until the To6ils adhere firmly do thefsheet, The
follg, in fact, not only adhere.to the ?gﬁi .'bﬁgczr: (s);gaggc} ??, bgcome i
& /proces ntorein il
$614 ana bPittle documents hias been evolved recentlv as a resuly ofg il
experiments maede in Americs and its use ig at present limited tc'
Nationsl Archives, United States of Amﬂ?ica,a.l éff°cfs in the
long run cannol be safely predicted abtpresent. 1t has been cond
"in no uncertain Termg by some of the greatest English archivistg,
S0 recently as October 1945 the Teclinieal SBection of the British
Records Asgociation, & body which is composed of some of the graatpgﬁ
authorities on archive métlers, has deprecated +he procesa {0 i 1am1na~ ¢<;:ﬂ
tion., Contrasting ehiffoning a method which 1g followed in the bl
Madrae Record Office and which will be ad ri’oe@ bel o, with lamina-—
tion, Mr Evans of the Public Record Offics; London, P&plains that! |
whils 1n the method of chiffoning nothing is done-that eHnnot he
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after be found that the procegs is hamp to rhe douuments.¢'
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be possible presumably 10 remove the caliulahc acetate'by mesns of . ‘j@g,i
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~ have made it impoesible either £6 introduce manills dockets or to ! |
;1T;§aistfup¢n the use of durabl fpaper_fqr-recordsfof'permanent vglue;i:_ﬂ

* When paper becomes freely
- De conskderelagaln.aiEul 2 = =
. 19. Turning to the next recommendstion contained in the . . . |
. pamphlet, it has been proposed that the imparting of training. in ==
- archive-keeping should form part of the duties of the Imperial . .
i Record Department, It is stated that a number of record offices .
| willi soon be opened in the several provinces and Indian States ..
'~ and thab 1t 1s necessary that the persons in charge of these offices
{ should be trained in archive-keeping in the Imperisl Record Depapt..
| ment, BSolfar as the Madras Record Office is goncerned it was orgs- = ||
' nized more than 35 yeare ago and it has always been administered .
i on :ﬁg-@‘—@%e: scientific 1ines. It 1s a member of the British Records
. _Asscclation and 1s in close touch with the latest developments in
. arciival ecience both.in Great Britain and America. Tn. faot it has

| gencrally been admitlted to be the largest as well as the most pro-

. gresagive and well-organized Record Office in Indis, That thispi . .
. - no'exaggergtion the Government can $eem£rﬁmfthezgbservatiané:mad§.7 |
B abéntfthlﬂ-@@f;cﬁfiﬁyaﬂﬁﬁblieatibn~callédQﬂHistopical,Reagﬁdéﬁofﬁ,wl |

' the Survey of India, Eighteanth Centruy" issued last year by the

- avalilable

gain these two propesals vill

3 e S ks
i

. Surveyor General of India. In his preface to thia L s e

G mE R imere, EUE DB vecnie e pa
- 7 cribes his vlslts to the various RecordJOfficéSﬁrnyIndig;aﬁdggs' Lyl
-, resard to the Madras Redord Office states as follows®: "From B nB I
I went to Madras where I found a mass of information 1n the naeaoy. .-
- ‘ful Hecord Office at Egmore, where the records are inexcelleoroo?™ |

preservatlon and readily accessible and the collection of %nt,'; Al
glgimapg_goay be%ugifully-kept. I have specially to ﬁhankv%fuable‘:" |
: tg;cg?“an _his stalf for their very courteous and valuable«aésié;n~;

o

o

t 1

20, The Madras Becord Office : BHAE BT i A bl ey
| for training those who might deslre%gsggsgﬁgiggplfnfigi;;”153‘f” f?'7*
. ing.  The Government have laid down &S»IOhg'éébras~1934°thV$’keﬁp*f" '
Curztor of the office should, on his appointment unaer‘;:@);ﬁhﬁ-';.,\
of tralning in archives keeping in fZnglang. I‘hégé”‘flgo‘a'gpur§?*75~
tralning in the famous Record Offices 1n7Eﬁgland-iikgnigrg°n¢ thi3*7¥*
gepopd‘Offlce, the India Offiee,‘the.Canterburyfab 5‘1% E.PUblip-”~-
oredgn Ofrlce, the Britheh Museun, the Bedfud feos. o Y, the o
and the Birmingham Reference Library Bng 1o ounty Mudmewrs | of |
-tion to train persons in the theory ag we) e LHe: Ll
4| larchive administration, E
;F&jémmengevcﬁllectioné of re
| fdown to the present, belonging t ' ; g e
.. Revenue, the co1lectérse;§,_§tc?,F2§dG§g€?¥mentﬁ the Bo
£ An o series of largejreﬁord‘blccks'gpeﬁiéﬁiﬁzh&?e_been}a Apad
mend and recondition old, damaged and'gtiigfeof'ﬁxpﬁrﬁ*maﬁ““'"*"

R e e

e e

= A‘ g

{ff‘dgte,scientifie'lineatﬁ:It h
LY aue of Vgervieins' that ig
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: i o TR » Baking gy, gh dﬁgyeﬁ'thggtechnfﬁ; i
clent adninistration, 1t her eni (OB 8d thereby promotin eraot
" Warious schemes or nﬁblit o Tran the beginning ba;n-ﬁn;;ngdgff1“ f$
b lndexing and publisging ggfi?giéike pfinting in SXtB‘IiHO,&ggienggg?ﬁ? it
400 publicationg, Indesd thers 1. wa... 88 81ready lesued more than. | |
sdministration which has not bes J aspect of aronive i
the Madras Record Otfics. = 4 developed in

as ‘developed to 5 hig

(brEined & numk e ﬁhiﬁ all, . The Madras Reoosd OFfice has wotually
'Uﬁ oAl "er ol pergons % ! archive AR LR el ol i el e
A8 raguest of the Oovaies : LLVE DPedarvation . 1%
Shat Bovernment ard <f .. o0t 0f Bombey the Kesper o
S o g and Yhelr Histortoel KriRidiat Gone tos
A gn&gn?'t@ﬁg?ﬁ,aﬁﬂﬁeli,as the practics of arerive
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| » wrovince, In asddition to such practical training the office has a

| . been frequently giving advice on archivsl matters to a number of in

- | . tutions belonging not only to this'province but algc to other p
*  and states. e Some e e e

| theory and the practice of archive administration to
i of all the record rooms in the districte and in the ces.
., Heads of Departments in the City. Arrangements for such a traini
ican easily be made in the Madras Record Office, but this is & matter - 0
| which cannot be taken up until the records are shifted back to Madras. =
After the records are transferred l :

| | pamphlet received from the Indian Historical Records Comnlsgion of
[ talins very few suggestions which are practicable at sresent or whi
| '¢an safely be adopted s0 Tar &s the Madras Record Office ls concerne
I heve, ‘however, indicated which of these suggestions can, Wik e
modifications, be adopteéd under the conditions now existing. In making .
- these sugpestione I have been guidh&fnottonlyfby‘ﬁh&'expéflﬁﬂce_gaiﬂ¢ﬁ '%
by me in the archive repositories in England but aleo by the expsrience |
gained by me in the Madras Record Office during the last 13 years, 1o
_have carefully ‘considere
. placing 1t before the: Government. . cor
|~ beed for economy at present and have sugrestéd only
Ha s B no b ceatiyal il il S e R

| .contained in the pamphlet and indicate agalnst each how far it ls mece
. P8ry to adopt 1t in the Madras Record Office. g M R

. mierofiln coples of records which are missing in the Imperisl Record
. Department C_ Tnis propasal concesns only the Inperdal Secord Depari
| Ment, It is unnecessary to send an officer %o foreign countries &o
| Obtain microfilm copies of any records for the Madras Record Uffise
~ /8lheel the gaps in the Madrse Records are extremely féw. *i?1¢€?€ b
| -par&%gayhfa}e,;ﬁf‘ WL b PR S ST s E i

‘4] begome normal,

anle faot Taeh gt £8 o Tl it R &
R St Lhles ad hoc recional su; complitise formed Oy

{H

i R R kil when the deapﬂment et un Al » 1 survey gonmitten y Sa
#1WJwWWWmm&rf;:“@9WW’WMMF ‘ e P Lo

1
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22, It'will, perhsps, be desirable to give tr

the
ning

TR A
S LN

$hall submit suitable p :
to the Government, e oy SRR
| 2B, Tt will be seen from all that I have stated above that

an, with sultable!

-

 the TeasiMility of every proposal before &
I have also considered the greab =
| : such of the schemes

T fécépitulate briefly the various proposals '

il
|
s-y

iy Proposal to déﬁﬁﬁé:an.offieér to foreign countries to take

‘ 3

r foric i
ing in private cuatody--The Government have already sSateq |
nal ‘Gurvey Ooumittes will ba constituted when conditions
In 'the mesntime they have agreed 19 afford all_reasonﬁam

“%?gaéifto“tﬂkéfstapélto salvage manuseripte of hlstorigal

e p
-

regt

; (Plesse see paragraph 4.)

8. Proposal to authorise the Oentral and the Frovinclal Gowern.

| mente to take charge of manusoripts salvaged from private eustody ang i/
| (£0 set apart funds for the travelling expenses of the members of the |
‘eglonal.Survey Jommittees and for purchasing manuscripte -- Thigiig ”
the only proposal which c@n;téﬁins a definite ';auggeati()!l te, the P)‘."Ov‘z{s_nm f

olsl Government tio met upon. This can, however, be consldered gnj

4. PP&FGBﬁi.m keeﬁ ﬁuﬁdlea containing raoofdé flat uson w1
shelvgg 1n8teqd;9#¥mf$t1¢ally == I have sghown hoWw this can be o&zziea
out gith@up incyrying~any large expsnditure I request the orders. of
the Government upon my proposal. (Please see parsgraphs 6 tp 10 )

.“ & y . - ]

B, Proposal to introduce vacuum fymimation in + 5 i
Reécord Department -- Thig ie not really géaésgarv fgﬁ“2§91§2§iiaL
Record Office where the records are generally free f;omﬁipgel%%g !
gimple method of fumligation ¢sn be sdopted when funigation s ?in_:
to be necessary. (Please see parggeaph 1) . il g

_ ©. Froposal to aty-condition the record rooms of the Tmne
bl Wl o e ?hlg 1s to0 costly an improvemsnt to ;i#‘hy
dered for the Madras Rebord Office at nregent mhp';gggﬁfghi""t
additlonal - vacuum cleansrs {or Auetin. e TS

. BANSTR 107 8451 i"tlﬂf the Teeords ia the omlv

neasire
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L o Indlan Historical Records Commissien — Repo: \
\/ﬂ g on the Post War Reorganisation of Archives foicelsxl"l e
i in India, 4 ﬁ ,._-*
‘ 'Qll' o " .
Ref:- DS
: CeNoo3721 C2/47 - From the Curator, M.Rs0, oo
| : ~ No.3163 DVIT/46-1 dated 4-1-47,
‘ N\ : With reference to lis letter read above, the curagza‘r, T
J .‘ / -
e

M.R.0. is requested to .urnish information on the expendlturg ,‘

z‘"’ { i - -
/_./ ’“} involved ing:-

‘ (1) giving effect to %he broposal *. Izecep the record "s ’
bundles horizontally on the shelves (The S.G.P. may ben con-
sulted in the matter),’ ‘

(2) Purchase of 6 more vacuum cleafners.
- vt T ‘ : 2. ilhe Rese:atrch and Publication Committee in their % hous .
'} ﬁ‘%&nigei? &gggtagé‘%g ;:igiifgréighiga}fngciegcpnc air 1§d§nin i on the Post War Heorganisation of Archives Offices in India : q
Engl':énd end Ame;?‘iﬁa." Any training th&t’ma}’f;?é required Tor Record have made the following recommendati ons ;-
I Xeepers in thi e province can pasily be glven by him in the Mad.nas i |
it | " Sosimictien aui 090t o Mstorteat mansaceipes (Pether
back féO’M&df&‘a »_ *(P_léa'sié_. 'éee‘paragraphs‘ s 3 ‘)‘M |; \f’\‘ migratioﬁ of manuscripts is easy to Prevent and here a si.P.e ‘
b i e e ‘_1; L pbreventiye law and a little vigilgnce on the part of the Port ®
i f } and custems authorities will suffice)
b 7 i g : (2)|Technical services of the Government Recopd Offices
"7.;121: Ipamphlet. i 2 should bé¢ available to private ovners,smallgrecord offices | '2
{""V: M ¢ o i {‘ Vs ) b ;,,;(‘"F in Britigh India and the $tates unable to go in for costly J
' scientific apparatus, for the repaircand renovation of the
W l 1 ' old manufscripts in their possession,
}:-'-“.;_ ‘ ’ > 1 _ The curator is requested to offer his specific remarks
/ ; ‘} k e ‘ ‘ on the at{ovéﬂ W
L : [,‘ % : The Curator, <« ' }/’ ~

M'!R“O'z ’%IE// | oL, e
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| Company have none in.stock at present, but aré expecting som

~ 4 )
O S e Lo
T R 15 iy AR ne s

e

| that sush rules would bave the fomes of law asfter they had been

i

shortly. At the rate quoted by the General Electric Company,

i.e., Rs.270/- each, the price of 6 vacuum cleaners would come to

Bs,1,620. These vacuum cleaners may however #s be purchased
after the main office shifts back ,to» ﬂuadra,s and perhaps by‘ this

 time thneir prices may come u'down.

el

7, In peragraph 2 of tho Government Hemorandum T have besn
‘asked to offer specific remarks on the following recommndations = |

of the Research and Fublication Committee; (1) the legislation
for prohibiting unwarranted destruction and export of historical
menuseripts and (2) the need on the part of the Government Record
Offices to render technical services to privete cwners and other

~ smaller record offices.

8. Taking first the question of legislation for preventing
the export of historicel manuseripts, there is nothing to show,
at any rate, in this Frovince, that there has been such g danger
of exportation. - ﬁf"thjng Of this sort has come to the notice of |
~ this Government or this Uffice,  4nd so far as the public records
are concerncd there Is notbing to indicate that any of them stand
_ in such denger. The records of this Govermment ave a8 complete
~as can be desired, ever demi-officjal correspondence genersily
finding a place in lhew. Moreover, ip the Jatest Aot passed by
the Government of India, 4ot XKXI of 147, » provision has been
msde for controlling the export of antiquities, including old
histerical manuscripis (FPlease see Fort St, George Gazette dated

13,5 1947 Part 1I1.B, page 201}, This Act does not specifically

prohibit exportation of Mstorical manuscripts which are less than

a century old, 1f, bowever, in future any attempi at exportation

of & valuable historical manuscript of a recent date comes to the &

notice of the Government, steps may be taken then to prohibit ali
historical manuscripis whether old or not. Buit, at Present, it

seems to me that there is no need for further legislation on dhis

bead,

§
4
5 v 7 f !
8. In regard to legislation for unwarranted de-struqi%‘im of
records the Research and rublication Commitiee’ has not clearly
indicated what exectly is the type of legislation it Bas in view |

Howswer, frowm the references ik gives to the previous Hesclutions

of the Indian Historical Becords Commlgsion and from its gensral
remarks on the neglecied state of ghe Frovineisl, district and
privats records, it would appear that what it aims af is (1] &
genetal legislation investing the Frovinsial and other largs
Hegsord Ulfices with the powers of eontrol and tustody over g
tecards whether public or private and (Z) g specific leg
Lo amend Indis 4ot I11 of 1879 s¢ 28 to peke it incumbent upon
Wie Governzents to conmsult the Indian Bstoric 2 ' :
- elore promlgeting rules for the de struction
section 5 of that dot. o

.
;

10. 48 to the specific legislation, dct TIT of 1879 - mhich

a8 an Ach pabsed by the Governmemt of Indla - espowered m@ﬁi%gtg
LCourte and the Unied Controlling Hevenue Authoritiss to m “’*"g‘}"
for the destruction of wuseless records and declarsd (Bect el

i Of historical value,has already been gained bere by reguiring the
| Heads of Departments, such as the '

. ' an extension of thig sound Principle further

( Current records fall within the ‘province of the administrators ang |
| nowhere have the archivi Sts or historians claimsd the right to
{ '4@91;?,’93 what classes of such records ought to be des nd
|| retained from the historical point of view, = If the Indian
' Historical Records Commission puts forw

|

g and the Board of Revenue, = and
b i
| records, and that, therefore. no
¥

gpproved by the Local Governmegts and the Governtment of India. It

_ is under these rules so framed that judicial and revenue records
whether they be old or modern are generally destroyed in the various
Provinces, So far as this Frovince is concerred, however. our ‘

_ ?Gove roent have fully realised the wisdom of consulting the Curator,

Madres Record Office, before any of the old records, judicial or
-;%‘;revenue, are destroyed, Under'executive instructions issued by the

. | Government both the High Court and the Board of Hewenue have cir-

| cularised all their subordinate authorities to comsult the Curator .
|| before destroying any of the records of the Zast india Company's .
i/ period,  And these dinstructions have on the wnole worked well;

- The Indian Historical Records Commission desirep that the Aet should

. be amended so as to make it incumbent upon the High Courts and the 4

Chief Controlling Revenue Authorities to comsult it before any
rules governing destruction are enforced as law,  There does not
/seem to be any need to invest the Indien Historical Records Commis-

il _ lision with the powers ¢laimed in this Province inmasmich as the -

}

[ object underlying them, that of ensuring the retention of records

L : , k: High Court 'and the Board of
~ Rewvenue, to consult the Curator before ‘destroying auy of their
records of the Bast India Company's period.  jinat seems needsd is
» “and an insistence |

bc the effect that no non-current records - that is to say no

4 records of the period prior to the last 20 or 25 years - should be
‘destroyed without the spproval of the Curator.

S - Such -an executive
order ought to be sufficient to serve all: Practical purposss. =
And here I must point out that so far as the rules gbverning the
destruction of current records are ‘concerned, no archivist or
historiaW cen legitimately object to them, as the administrators
all .over the world, are expected to retain ail records which have
any value to them and destroy only such as have no velue to them,

troyed and what

ard such & claim, as I hope

it will not, though it has not pronounced either way on this point,

Jit wll have to be sternly disallowed. Anyway the question of

investing the Indian Historical Records Commissson with any powers

mill ‘arige only 1f 'the Government of India agree to amend India

Act IIT of 1879. 17 they Lake
question they mey b 3
voncerned the chijee
Commission has aire

| up the consideration of this

¢ informed that so far as this Province is

t aimed ot by the Indian Historical Records

ady been achieved byrtegquiring the Hish Court
85 a mabter of faot all heads of

ator belore destroying any old

legislation on this head is

Departments -~ to consult the Tq

t

 regyired in this Frovince,
11, It now remains for me to offer my remsrks on the recom.
mendation relaitmg to general lsgislation, And here I have g
feeling that the Committes naﬁ not understood the various ipli.
gations o 1ts recommendation, It seems to think that, if an act
gimilar to the AGU wiiceh 1s now in force in England is passed, the
shole problem of Imperial, Provincial, distriot and private records

=5
=
i



Daed in 1850 Bo has also been ensbled to taks in into the Pub.

. Frincipal Seoratariss of State,  fut seithey s Aot of 1938 nor,

L PR, G ——
e e i o K Pl

-~ Provision Was mads fof fhese cowncils to combine for th

o AN - i0d

erTOne ous

blic Record
- wanting in mam
he records of the Cour
1d custody of the laste
1 in, preserve, and throm open
£e. spection, all such records in the Public
rd Office. 1t is equally true that by an Order in Council

o4 or public.

1ic hecord Office all the state papers, i.e., the records of the

~ the Order in Gougcdl of 1852 has empowered him to exercise Ay
- control over the"local records of private records. It is precisely
~ because his authority in these fields is nil, that attempts have
_been again and again made to bring in more comprehensive legis-
- In fadt, the problem of devising proper arrangements .
Ody, preservation and admir

B B oW no, T b ot of pPae here to dilsters

d1teie on this subject as 1 intend now to- place before the Govern-
- ment certain coucrste proposals which, if the finances permit,
Gen be carried out with imense benefit to the national archives |-
of this Trovince, In England then, the need for securing fop.
the whole body of Znglish drchive Sy pablic ag well as private, .
breatuent worthy of their naticnal importance has long béen recog-
nised, In 1891 8nd again in 1899 lesislation wes proposed. .
In 1899 & Bill was drafted with o view to imposing on CUounty b
Councils and County-Borough Councils ths duty of meking s Snitable 7l
provision for the safs 'custody of all public and bmg do%unents
, purposs ¢
of providing and waintaiming local vecord offices, This Bl
 however, having come %o nbthing, in 1902 & bocal Records Committes
was appointed by the Government, which of ter thoroughly going wnis

the questdon recomended the opening of local record offices by L |
one or more County-Borough Councils for their own records and the ity
records of local PBCC'-J-@Slast.lcal"mthoriv;ieg.;, it being understood | .

that the deposit ol documents in g common building would dnno

way impair toe depositor's right of ownership und power of e
drawal, = It also recommended that the owners pf private snd semi.
" private records should be encoulaged to «deposit their .records in
these local reccrd cifices on the understanding that theee records
were to be deposited for safe custody only and the owners.were
to,retain full right.of access, contrel and removal 1t 1ike s
wise recommendsd Lhat thess offices should be inspected by the.

| the expenses of preserving the records of the Charch o
~ 4nd 1t suggested the formation oL a rec

}?’"proveld unsuceessful with the result that nothing has been

 the British Hecords Association has again gons into the matter
 shggested legislation for the formation of local record ¢ifices

. 19f local and private archives,

SR

Reaord Office S should inspect local recs\wd offices md have - pom

-~ to remove records inadequately housed, | It thought that Parlis. =
. hentary grants should be made; ‘to the local anthorities towards the

‘upkeep of the local oifices #hich could also be used for older records
in local Registries ad Courts of the Government and that the common

 wnd of the Eeclesiastical Commissioners showld contribute towards

i Eng

sons appointed to these of Ilcessnouldalwaysbe e
.archive administration. This third attempt at legis

Last year,

now to properly lodk after the local records. L

e of
=

2 Committee appointed by the liaster of the Rolls at the insta

These record offices, it has recommended, ought to be placed under
@ national archives council presided over by the permanent head of

the Public Record Office (the Deputy Keeper of the Fublic Record
]Ofi;lc?,e) and assisted by a fully gualified Inspector and the neces-
. Sary technical staff. And these recard offices, it has stressed,

- Should be placed under the charge of trainsd archivists,  From all

this it will be clear that in Hngland, although some legislation

;?,ha,s been passed to secure the interests of legal and departmental -
{¥ecords, no legislation has yet been passed to secure the interests

e o

. e interests of my classes of archives, . This does not however Hh
Mean that Indian Archives have been completely neglscted. Ths

Government, of India and ‘some of the Erovincial Goveraments - ladras,

Bongal, the Punjab, &c. - have established Record Uffices under exe.

Sulive orders to take care of their important series of records.
1 our omn Province much has besn aecomplished under executive orders,
fore Lhan what has been accomplished in any other Province or State

<28 India. | 4s far back as 1909 the Madras Record Utfice was Bten.

arsed o centralise a1l nan-current Departmental records of the
Gc_;vemmnt, and the Board of Revenue and to administer them on moderpn
Lings. . Since then. the abtivities of this office have gone on
expanding, Iy, has talten in since then, the current records of the
yarious Departments of the Goverament and the Board of Revenue, a1l
e confidential pecards of the Government. all the old records of

the Collectarates and all the modern recorys of extinct Departments,
It has made @laborate up-to-date provisions not only for the ‘housing |
Ending and breservation of all these records but also for the
'fur:zlghizjzgwef such'of, these records or the inf ormation contd ned in |
them on all sorts of subiects as are requisi tioned , asecfur oy 'wi‘th;..
out delay,to the various authoritiss, I+ has also catered to the |

Uificers of the Public Becord Uffice. =~ | .

needs of the historical world by bringing out a

pablications, Indexes, Reprints, fress Lists, Calendars, &6, ang

by providing every fg@ihty for research. It may, indesd, be Sai’elv
~asserted that no record ofiice in India has done so much as owr “'
il af £4 i TeBery he 4 | V4 : R :
/ office Lo preserve tae important national archives and 1o make than

|} so readily serve ths needs of administrators as wll as historians

series of recopd

A3, The#s recommendations to6 met with no bet ey Iale. 8
the question was nob sbandonsd. ' In 1910 a Hoyal Lo ¢ =
Public Hecerds was gopeinted and ihle Comdssion g

Heport pubmitted in 1918, agresd in principle witn
Lions mede by the Comnities of 1S ior the ssial
/4%8al revosiiovies but sonsids Lhat
Vogme  and thal mave pezn $i-3 MR Yolow e
Froords, pablic, se: ADRDILE an sl B8 privaie sundex
of the Hesier of tue ZollB wad igh t06 Vificsis o

15, But still Yhere is much to be dons before w can say that
we have placed sll ‘our national archives in this Prow 2 L

gL R 3 ol S oh a sound
footing,  There is much to be dope in the case of records of B
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No. F.1-2(a) /- iwy"’f
W GOVERNMENT OF INDIA,
(IMPERIAL RECORD DEPARTMENT.)

i IG 6{3 {’?

LT SRS NATIONAL ARCHIVES OF INDIA. \0\7
(-: DEC \9“ ): ‘r New Delhz, the A[}\ December, 1947. \So
..’ .:‘,‘ 1 g / a' 'y ‘ ) .
..“.-,; : ;_\\_________/‘S“ :
‘ ’f'*’ A »meuc aias o ; .
T Dr. 8. N. Sen, M.A., Ph.D., B.Litt.(Oxon.),
DIRECTOR OF ARCHIVES, ﬂ,
GOVERNMENT oF INDIA, |
?
!
| To ' , ‘ ' k
,g¢f The Secretary to the Government of Madras, 4
L il Education and Public Health Department ' '
Fort St. George, Madras.

Subject:- Indian Historical Records Commission -

Report on the Post-War Reorganisation
of Archives in India,

SiB,

I have the honour to acknowledge with thanks the Ty

receipt of your letter No6992g C2/46-5, Edn.

h I‘
fv/: A43- 9” e November 19, 1947 angd to state with reference to para 5\? '

of your letter that the lamination process, so far as

we know, has not been condemned by any eminent archivis

o Yo gy } as a "dangerous innovation" though a few of them ques=-
o |gaf'(-‘

tioned the wisdom of accepting the new process till
tested by time.

i
I would therefore request you to quote

or send me the literature in which any eminent archivis*l.

—"‘-—s !

Q has categorically condemned the lamination process as aI%
| J

dangerous innovation so as to enable me to place it

before tha Indian H:Lstorical Records Gammission for

I have tlzge honour to be
alf? Sir ¢

Cagie N

!: j m@st @fbe(iient servant, IS

C/ ’74\1 L;:?/é?k

Director of Arﬁﬁires
Bgyarnment of Ind:!.g°

Lt Hic, !
M . Ggsgt C&/H 7% J'}jﬁ__ i

dedik f"-bl-ﬁfj
Recart eﬁu C/Mm f,,, M

i
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8% extent qan iy e
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document, fragile bafors the mpibing To11 wan ¢
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i AR Technical equipments. ¢
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Imperial Record Depmm ‘
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fudia from the Public Record Office,
the British Museum, thé

 Todia from the Britisn At
imilar institutions ;
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w light on Indian History ;
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records of the Government of India have been sb fr entrusted to the-oustody
Ayl and care of tile Tmperial Record Department. The Indian Historical Records
. Commission i3 professedly interested in the British period of Indian history though
~ papers on other periods have also been read at its public meetings. The Arch-
il aeologwal ‘Sut_tfey on the other hand has the care of ancient and medisval monuments
asits sp'eqlgl domain. Should our present quest therefore be limited to manuseripts -
. relating 'to Indo-British history or should it be extendad t6 manuscripts relating to
carlier periods as well ¢ It is felt that every efforts should be made to make an ex-
haustive collection of manuscripts dealing with the modern period, but as Indo-British
- history propetly speaking began with early British commercial enterprise in India
oo cannot therefore legitimately ignore original materials for the late 16th and 17h

e “‘ ot

= e }ft’i i_‘;‘qiljl\s}%e’ as ab present, the convern of the Archasologioal Survey of
"’?xthei'r ch‘ai-u - ({ﬂd_ of going indiscriminately for all manuseripts, irespective of
iy o;r" ! §F’£.§' i;ﬂ Horlgm, our —lmmedmﬁcpb;ectwe is Himited 1o records alone the
2 Aertdl? g the available materinls for modern Indian history mey not be so
T mﬁxp :itté’ris %*' ibmay at first sight appear.  When the present programme is vartied
T R Yy r@asona.buy be made for securing vopies of such manuseripts as
g o o be technically termed as records, e. g., phronicles, narrabives, ste. :

"

S\imféhf’zn?gy be 1;1_&11’:;10119& in this connection that the Committee’s proposal to ¢
R e r’:ér %rftn'rga with copies of relevant records from other countrics is nof
sl I hjvl;g; :?;f.l : lslﬁ IT}‘l‘ﬂ' _(:ﬁice dug:ute(jl the late Mr ¥.0. Danvers to examine
L A of Lort uz%.{i_q.‘_{i’ﬂl-gfn’(i and to secure tramseripts of the more important 1
g soriuguese and iateh records relating £ fredie, B 'y Selections now jurm &s
¥ imyortant purt of the records in fhe custody of the india Uiffiec FEesoaautaas e
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:ééund‘ their way to Sp

“§ can be achieved until the confidence of the owners is won and their suspic

- the provinees with one/ exception found the present time in

s

4 v' | i
; preventive law and & little vigilanee on the partt of the port. and, customs authe,
t il suffice. L e A S SR A

)

yain.  Nearver home the archives of the French and the

Tn

R ia and the Duteh Bast Indies will also-hg’ve' to be explored. Ttis not

%mw ti:%i:&h and Dutch archives have fared during the war, but in the

T lain bulk of records relating to India ‘Z\afs available at Paris in the
1Bl

ays the m

ationale, Archive Coloniale and Bibliotheque Nationale, ete. Some of the
important Dutch records were available in print jand the rest were preserved

1t the Hague. Tt may be reasonably expected that what survives the rave i
%h;H;g%efom available at their previgus depositories. The anﬁgu?sqr
bawve not, so I far as is known, suffered from ‘.‘-h,e co,‘ns.equences of war and will be i
at one centre, viz., Lisbon as the valuable manuscripts former]y in the Publi
- of Evora have also been removed there. But _whereas up-to-date mi
appliances may, when the Committee’s recumnmendation isimplemented,
_ at Paris and the Hague, it i doubtful whether Lisbon can supply the
apparatus for duplicating mantseript records. The Portuguese archivi
are nob so well erganised as the French and the Diitch Record: Offices used to be
the war and the serutiny of Indian recordsin Portugal may cost more time and 1
-than elsewhere. Only a few records of any value may have gone to U.S.A. Ameg.
catalognes and handbooks are ordinarily o exh%mstxve that it should not be diff
to spotthem. i A R T IR R s s
/" 8. Records in India have llb’ng been sadly neglected. Few provinees e el
nised record offides with whole-time officers at their head, The district record pe. o
often furnish models of what they should uot be. It is not therefore surprisin
records in private custody should decay and deteriorate from lack of care. T
‘of old manuseripts particularly in rural areas is sismdom recognised and the
{,‘time.s reconverted into pulp. T'o reseue such old manuseripts from their ine

Ji doom extensive propaganda will, in the firss instance, be necessary. Nothing off,
gt SUSPICION repm,
The Indian Historical Records Commission has already emphasised the y
instituting an India-wide survey (Resolution Vf of the Mysore‘Sesmqn in 194

. § When the resolition is implemented and the co-operation of the owners
1it may be necessary for’ the provincial and Central record offices _
castody ana provide for|the renovation of| huge masses of brittle  rogy.
Here British and American analogies may| be of service to India. &
the better organised record offices may be authorised like the Public Record @
London to take charge of family papers and other manuscripts when the ow
§ willing to transfer their -cvl:iody. Eor this as well as for preventing tnw
destruction of records legislation on the British lines will be necessary. The
- Historical Records Comuission has already urged upon the Government of Indj
. need for such legislation (Resolution VIII of the Patna Session. 1930, and Resol
VILof the Trivandram Session, 1042). It may also he necessary to make the ¢ )
cal services of the Gavernment record offices available to priv&t,;_;owners for the e ;
and renovation of the old manuscripts in thestpoysession and as Resolution XV‘[E i
the Mysore Session, 1942, shows thc Yrdian H;smrmk-nw@m&?hmimmﬁgm
nion that smalles rocord Dces jn British Indiajand the States nnable 10780 f0F COstly |
scientific apparatus should;ordma;rily be entitled to sudh ' 3‘ ‘as better €quiy 8‘5 i
' record offices, the Imperidll Reeprd Department in pur%ibul , may be able to remf .

should be limited to records relating to the modern period only, it was emph@ﬁcaﬁwﬁ !
held that no such restriction should be put on the regional survey Progra o L y‘ .
Attempt should be made tio bring to the notica of the interested public all and?evmq" 1
manuscript discovered by the survey committees and learned socieies’ shwgdegy |
enconraged 0 take charge of manuscripts_of non-historical character if th"“"‘m: i
are willing to part with them. But record offices should be competent to . aogug. 4
eithar by purchése or as a free gift all historical decuments including mmﬁ@ri;iésfi
dealing with the aneient and medieval periods s they are “better equip}ped o e, i
for their preservation, i iR . ; it

4 10. Further migration of IManUseripts 18 casy o prevent and Bors g e o

9. While the Committee was of opinjon that its present programme of sl :_ :

 first: head the Rescarch and Publicationf Cox
follows 1~ L SE sy o

_copies é)f all ﬁnpublishe&f records rela,t(ing"sjtq 1m<:)dem Indian

mperial Record Department.

0 India.

1 The Uentral and provineial reeord offices should be lezally authorised
to take ch ; :

arge of such manuscripts when their respective owners are willing to transfer

1¢h technical advice and service as they may require. '
tiv) Unwarrant

i ﬁg&qy prohibited,

i
: | }
i

et e (2) Library Facilities :
1, Printed books helong to a different category from manuscript recards hut to the

{ cm]l;{ & printed hook is the property of the public at large and he who can pay for it is

i ‘Pubhr?ﬂ:tions‘ caunot sometimes be had for love or money.
- *ecord office inust, therefate, have a good reference library at hand if he is to make the
il Dla_xgnum use of his timeé but the facilities that Delhi at. present affords in this respect
- 8¢ hopelossly inadequate,
| flent rare books have to be requisitioned from the Imperial Library of Caloutta. If

| the numper of research students has increased thirteen times during the last~ twenty-
| °D¢ years theiﬁlﬁnumber will go higher and higher after the war as the Sargent scheme of
= fru tion is implemented. 1f we expect from our research scholars the same standard
i W‘d:; ag prevails in western countries, we must obviously create the same environ-
mgft *and offelt the same facilities. There is no library in India that will stand compari-
RO with Inian, the British Museum and the Bibliothdaze Nationale. In this res-

1 iRl the: Bk
- poct ¢ Von Spaiky

- wbmost limj,b.‘f-_ OF many rare hooks and pahiphlets only two or theee Copies are knowi

iyl to. have sutvived and if they are. in the cugtady of any public institution aequinition

10by by weand is out of the question, Bus mierophotographic copies of the rarest

[ Puby licaions gam be obtdined and multiplied ed infinitum at 2 nowinal cost and any

(. Student will prefer the inconvenience of réading through a projector to a long and
. eXpensive journey to London, Paris; Berlin or) Washington.

S 1%’2. The Research and Publication Committes thought that v acquiring miero-
M | .Bh(),,tbgmphic ‘copies of rare publications our selection shouk_l ngt be confined to books

. Beuring on the modern period only and the microfilm of publications relating ‘to previ.
S Beriods peed not be handed over to the department or departments immediately

et ia them. 1n the Commitice’s opinion i will be more cconomic to keep

£ Hieraph oo mphin inaterinls collected under this scheme in the custody of the
o A Detial Raogrd gapm"t'mﬂiw. At prasent no administrative department or library

i India }mé hﬁﬁcblmicaa,t stafl competent to tatalogue, classify and store microfibmg of
| BBDMSCHIDES abd printed works., The Tmperial Record Department will in any
. tase have {o look alter the mierophotographic covies of records secured from other
| eounitries and)ib may o Well be entrustod with the custody and sare of the entbire stock
e ‘ﬁfms acguited by the Governmend of India, | Concentration i this respect will
1 motionly fead to greater voconomy but will guaranies speedy and inexpensive Sorvite

g

e 3 1t is presunied *izl.mt ]ucu'{h. ungf_'ﬁa :_ﬂfﬁ)ieﬁ. of mi«mﬁh_ns of records and Tapre
|, Publications will be supplied at a fair price not only to the Universities, learned sogie.
t'mﬁ. and publie libraries of India but to private individnals as well, The Imperiaj

Record Dephrtment har already purchased an up-to-date microstat machine capably

SLOry not available in this country sheuld be obtained and preserved in the
(i7) All uecessary steps should be taken for sz,ilvagmg privately owned manuscripts

bhelvf9u5t0(13r on such terms as may be mutually agreed upon. Such ownersasmay
be"P‘qe'p&r_ed‘ to provide for the better preservation of their manuscripts should be

ed dést,mction and export of historical manuseripts should he

| Tesearch student they are equally indispensable. He must inform himself about the
-+ Stound already covered and he must constantly refer to previous workers, Theoreti-

. ab © o read any book he likes. But unfortunately books go out of print and rare
: A student working in &

Even for the routine work of the Imperial Record Depart-

e aik and Portugal are far ahead of Indiaand the leoway sannot bemade up
DY purchase alone even xg the country is prepared to strain its Anancial resources to the
B
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0 ial Record Department should supply at a reasonable pri

y éz;gt rﬂl fh{al?n%iioﬁms mentioned above to Universities, leam?ed- societi
Egrmdes and such persons as may‘apply for them. A i,

x L) e

(%) Tochnical Bquipments and meim'rzg I
T : w’

Y I 4 1N | { i) “ v | i il | [
the Lmperial Record Department is to function eficiently as a
eordl ' oIﬁ?fwe 3.-:;1& gepbsitozy of microphotographs and to scrve the canse o

reh in India in the manner indicated above its technical services will i
r@gﬁdﬁ;ﬁ?ﬁ and -h]zllngn xﬁ?)anr in its preservation branch should be replace
Igicf',iqaﬁle by muchine.  The official records in the custody of the Imperi
%epartmentn occupy 4t present a muning shelf space of more than fine miles
hundles are kept horizontall “on.the shelves, as th
o, preater shclt §pace Will necossarily be required. The  ngcoss
records is about 750 bundies and 600 volumes per annum, The mﬁgx of 1
during the first few years of poace may gonceivably be much larger. Th

manuscripts sslvaged by the regionsl survey committees and most, if not all,
manuseripts 40 brought to bght will needftimrgugh doctoring, Of the pr
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s Briefly. the reorganisation of the Central Record Office as ’o‘uﬂined in the
' Clommittee’s report will need a capital expenditure of R§. 7,00,000 in \roun‘d figures.
" This cannot be regarded as too high or extravagant a price for an up-tc-date Central
.. Becord Office in India, with the latest equipment affording the rescarch studentsall
 the facilities that they may require. When the Commiittee’s recommendations are
~ fully implemented students of Indian history will no longer have any reasonable
excuse for going abroad in search of their materials except in rare cases whers care-
ful examination of the original itself is necessary. = The money spent from the Central
tevenue, therefore, will effect & corresponding saving iz India’s expenditure abroad,
an end desirable in itself but which gains still more in‘importance when it is noted
. that this will in all likelihood save a fairly large number of Indiah students from going
. adrift from their social and cultural moorings at an impressionable age. In concl-
. sion the Committee observes that besides a capital grant of Rs. 7,600,000 and a recurring
grant of Rs. 10,000 the Government will ‘have to meet further expenditure for
| éxpanded accommodation and additional staff an estimate for which should be called

~ for from the Department concerned.

v , Jomn SaimemEwe
' | | ! Chairman
K. K. Darra :
H. N.'Stves ' i
i

- Masoupax D.N. BaNmrixe
J. 8. TALUgDAR

‘_ - M, \Nmmrmn_m’- Kaaxn 1. &, Qurrssr

| e Nu o | TLGP, Spuan -
| Bemsawan Prasan ; ‘ gl ; ik
SEhAL : i) Memm:rg |

; 5 N Sa
TR Y it Secrefery |

| ADDINIONAT SUGGRSTIONS OFFERED BY THS SIGNATORIES
Tk ‘ ' . ON THE REPORT -

o i D R.C.M cz_g*"fee?nda?,»—], would suggest the addition of the woids © Universs.
4ie and learned societies like the Royal Asiatic Sovicty of Bengal ”” after < Arehgs.
“olagical Burvey of India * on page 47; para. 4, line 13. ‘

idealing with India ave feportoed to be available with the Catholic Missions. The
' Madura Mission papers are also well-known for instande. At Venies ¢ frieng reported
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" 2. Prof. D. V. Potdar~~In\Italy, Venice and also in India a vast mass of records
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