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UNIVERSITY OF MADRAS:. @

UNIVERSITY BUILDINGS . ,
TRIPLICANE ‘
MADRAS

- R' Y A
M.D., LL.D:y D:SCas FiR.C:0.G:y F.A,C.S.e
VICE-CHANCELLOR. : g —

6th November 1947,

The Prilvate Secretary-to Hi- _Jj‘iiency the Chancellor,
Government House, 'y e
Guindy. Abol3

sir, | 7—Noy 13% .

I have the honour to bring to the notice of the Chancellor an

objection that has been raised in regard to the election to the
Council of two members by the members of the teaching staff of

o+ Municipal College, Salem. Certain irregularities seem to ha
occurred in regard to this eleetion, which will be detailed T Ghe e
course of this letter. Thesel irregularities are such that fhey L VA 1
invalidate the election held, and it may have to be set aside S0l B f-
fresh election ordered. Objection was raised on the ground of ' S
certain irregularities and other irregularities were also noticed ﬁ
which seem to vitiate the election. I am therefore referring this |
objection under Section 2 of Chapter XIX of the Laws of the Universit
which reads as follows: | ; » 7

“If any question arises whether any person has been duly I
elected as, or is entitled to be, a member of any author ity
T or body of the University, the Vice-Chancellor Shall pefos
1t to the Chancellor whose decision be
SeppAr BT ' }
2. Five of the membe
addressed the Registrar and
5th September 1947
SORLLOC_papers G
spoilt by them.
eferred to above.

TEe Ak

%Wh-@ has lost his voting papers or whose papers before
W back to the Registrar have been inadvert spoilt,
| a declara:ion to that effect signed by himself and req
Registrar to send him new papers in place of those not received, 1ost
poilt," Once a voter sends a declaratiom duly signed by him |
at effect, there does not seem to be any option to the Returnin
cer to withhold sending frpsh ballot papers. A
i A Y | ' :
lous irregularities would appear to have boen com
of the letter o per

the vacancy.
dated the 30th July 194
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n,L (ii) Under Statute 9 (a) of Chapter XIX, it is clearly 1aig

"4_Lﬂ for pirposes of these elections, and so far as Colleges

ZoX ST : : {

he nominnted another merber cf the staff to act as Returnin
Officer for one .day, i.e., on the day of the polling and had
the election conducted. Tvo serious irregularities have
thus been committed:-=-

(1) While Mr.A.Svbrahmanyam was discharging the duties of 1
the Principal and fyncticning as a Returning Officer, F
hexzaxzed covld not contest the election. He alloved hirsei {
to be nominated as a camdidate and contested the‘election.'m

-~ down that only certain persons can be Returning Officers

are concerned, it is only the Principal of the College
that should be the Returning Officer, whether he is per-
manent or officiating. In case a Principal was not in
a position to act as Returning Officer, the matter
should be reported to the Vice-Chancellor, who was the
only person authorised under the Laws to assume the
povers of Returning Officer in an emergency. The
delegation of powers of Returning Officer to another
member’ of the staff is therefore ultra vires, :
On all these grounds, it appears to me that the election
.~ should be set aside and a fresh election ordereqd,

%

-~ -

I am requesting you to obtain the orders of the

Chancellor and to comrunicate it to me at an early date,

v

I have the honour tgo be,
Sir, ’
Your most obedient Servant,

L

W

<CHANCELLOR,

ks/€/11/
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A UNIVERSITY OF MADRAS. (EZ) P

-~/ Copy of an objection petition regarding the election to ™"
the Academic Council by the teaching staff of the College, dated 5.9.47

[ We the undersigned members of the S8alem College staff beg to
' place before you the following facts for your kind consideration and

| “avourable orders.

To-day (4 P.M.) was the last day for #expak depositing the ballot
papers in connection with the election of two members to the
Academic Council by the Salem College staff. On 4.9.47 at about
11 A.M. Mr. Thangaraj, one of the candidates to the electiocn, applied
to the Election officer for a fresh ballot paper in lieu of the cne
inadvertently apoilt by him. The Returning Officer in his letter dated
5.9.47 which was received by Mr. Thangaraj at about 10-30 A.M. this b
day, refused to issue a fresh ballot paper as he was not satisfied.
An hour later, Nr. C.D.Samuel was also refused a fresh ballot paper
under similar circumstances. Immediately the following express telegra
wasdi;nt to the Registrar,of Madras University by the voters and the
candidates, :

. "Returnimg Officer taking sides refuses fresh ballot papers for
“inadvertantly spoilt ones. Pray wire postponing Academie Council
Electlions Salem College." A 4

Voters, Candidates.

i We waited anxiously for a reply from the Registrar till 4 P.M,
to-day and then 13 members out of 26 resolved not to participate in
the election as a protest against the unjust and autocratic attitude
of the Returning Officer.

¥ The Returning Officer has been unfairly taking sides in the
| election. The Principal-in-Charge who is also a candidate for the ¥
_ / : | _‘election has been using his o?“"ieial influence with some of the voters '
R b ; | ~and some votes are learnt to have been obtained by official pressure. '»
; | Moreover the Permanent Principal who'is to join duty on the 17th P~
| instant after expiry of two months' medical leave was completely |
» _ i | - deprived of an opportunity to exercise his franchise by being not
= Ny, : ; . ' I} included in the electoral roll., In this connection, we submit that
- = | nome has been so far appointed in his place. i '

i The result of the election was declared at 4-30 P.M. to-day. &
L Messrs. A.Subrahmaniam and V.Achutha Nair were declared fuly elected as
I they got 13 votes each., If the fresh ballot papers had been issued &
: ’ _ | to the two applicants, the remaining 13 votes would have been ‘
3 ' ‘ 1 registered in favour of the two candidate of our group. The result ‘
» o 1  of the election under normal conditlions should have been a tie ' A
1 " between four candidates each getting 13 votes. The Returning Officer .
tf | vho was only too well avare of this result went out of the way and K
: refused to $ssue ballet papers with a view to securing the unfair L
success to the candidates of his group, 1In this conneection, we beg to ¢
submit that his votes were registered in favour of the candidates now 5
declared elected, But if the permanent Principal who is entitled to L
1 vote at this election had been given an opportunity , the result might *
{| “have been entirely different from what it is. T ‘ 2 A

| B F
' The non-participation of exactly 504 of the voters . hik é
election under protest, the deliberate 2£m1ssion Z?t:;z ;:rxighnt F
Principal's name in the voters list, the official pressure .ﬁd.\‘ b
influence that was brought to bear upon some of the voters and 't} &
unfair refusal of the Returning Officer to issue fresh ballot pa ‘9 k
are the points that have grne against us. We, therefore, pray fggtg ,ﬁ

the circumstances stated above, the election be set aside ang af i
election be ordered at an early date. ‘ , & fresh kb
N 55
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'/fT}ICOPy of letter dated the 17th October 1947 from the Principal, Salem
ege, Salem, addressed to the Registrar, Unlversity of ladras, :
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e R T i o T Subs Academic Council Electicon- Teaching staff- objectior petition-
o o U b SRR RIS R SO L e ! Remarks. ; S
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2712 0%0 . 9.L8RwG V.5 i ~With reference to your No.A.4857, dated the 7th October_3947, I have

: | the honour to submit the following remarks on the objection pertition against
the recent election to the Academic Council by the teaching siaff of this
College, ' ‘
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besides the Principal who was then on medical leave. Mo one vas appointed
to act as Frincipal tut Mr. A.Subrshmaniam was the Lecturer~in-Charge,
Mr y

[
At the time of the election the College teachers appear to have, formed |
themselves into two contending .groups esach 13 streng. Those vho participate |
ed in the election belonged to one group and the rest to- the cpposing group f
|
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he Tormer group sét up two candidates and in the later group three
candidates of whom one consented to withdraw towards the end in favour of the |
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other Two,

The result of this election was therefore bound to be a tie between

the four persons each getting 13 votes. It was a forsgone coreclusion that
the final election would be made by drawing lots. It was jusi at this t;me
ARG oo Sty DS 3 o that lMessrs. Thangaraj and Samuel applied for fresh ballot parers in the
-;;;}Zﬁ'?q;ﬁz.qqt s+ o place of those in advertently spoilt by ?hem. ﬂThe Returning (fficer

i received the spoilt ones but refused to issue fresh ballot parers on the EXSH
P i : coand o lsbesried adl ground that he was not satisfied with the inadvertence. Statvte 929 of s
gt o ,g‘g,é- o et ke add - o alidnle Chapter 19 does not provide any discretionary power to the Retlurning Officer

. = 4

. )

P R R P hY 3 3l O8N 1291 - D ey > satg Bl o (£ N Al {
|

i 3t daele £for refusing fresh ballot papers. When the old genuine ballot bapers were

- v Al ' ety SRarel returned, the returning officer was bound to issue fresh ones without bein

v iU e Ny e ke S il ey SRR TP swayed or influenced by extraneous considerations. When, why, where ahd }

i e bl g SR L wad s HaadEk T were the ballot papers spoilt are matters beyond the jurisdiclion of the e
, . T L n . e Patia ] returnipg Officer. If the spoilt ones are genuine and bear tle signatup

nabro el of the rcturning officer, justice requires that fresh cnes shculd Be-isqe

= ol @ (T irrespective of the consequences. I feel that the retur:ing officer Was»ued

wr)ng.in refusing fresh ones and that he thereby changec “he result of the
sBwyd oM q e e peTalad’ F53 e o Ea spid o -0 5st acty A electione

N L 1D R et oo it ;. 4 £ it _ Iire NoSrinivasan was appointed as Returning Officer by Mr. A.Subrs :
& oW BOGOY BE SHLAL MY ol . 5inesblada owy ot o wh> was the Lecturer-in-Charge. Whether this approintment is legal op amaniam
: : . L amn [ dmant ol - ' ‘ otherwhse is another important factor in determining +he valigit§ of thi
o | Yelection, Mr. A.Subramaniam was appointed as Leéturer-in-ChaIge only s
T W 3 B Rt ides b T e > did not act as Principal during the period of the election uréer diz a?d He
Ng v $Lrest ki3 To. sth s [[9w oo \luo &xw od ! but continuved a% a Lecturer, The Principal's place was, shercfore pu‘?,
ALy “ g pﬁmfgr"f;,r 3 sused of  BasiYar | S Gemmadee NTEXIRRXASX temporarily vacant, Statute 16 of Chapter 1§ 1
: 4 -, S down, that "persons for the time being acting ®as Principals tnd pe. ans~
a6y dred getoy aid Jadt 41 ‘ % theguties of such office shall have all the rights and powere Veptr oThing
‘4 A Y ' ﬁib»' , them by the act and by these laws", i : Sted in

ol

el i R i TR o R ‘ The Principal or the person ncting.as Principal c-n alone be 4

e e returning (fTicer for this election. The Principal was on ifoc 4 €_the
ey ROV ‘4 v A e ae o Fdke <A T no person was aprointed to act in his rlace, Unaer shéh.“Yl“flcal leave and
; LS il R P ey o L e L8 & . Vice~Chancellor alone was "gcompetent to assume the'polcrsaﬁﬁ“ffrgenﬁy the
A Jia L AR Rk al i g it byl = of ficer and function as such either Ty hi-seif op g,“;;“ 2L_the returnin
e wbrigdar W N Biciip i, T O i1 P S b TR By PR e ‘ person,', as laid down in (d) wunder staiute 1 oF gf}.&'”uist—ﬂgx—Qihgr

9 g S Pl ) g g ST R i B lfr. AsSubrahaniam assumed the power of n petupnis e T

. ' as such by deputing Mr. B.Srinlys a returning Officer and functioned
| 0% ; X asan, fThis procedure was Inh Iy opinien

| e L e S < illegal and arbitrary. I am, therer inion that &I
- ! & s5F 4 ’ i Sl (Fe g a3 | - ; : 5 = "ref of opinien that the ent -
' Bt v 80Leg 10 IR . k - _ el : 4 is null and void. Ry ; o that khe cntire eleeklin,

; I i is
- Acting Princ
diike 1o sulm
that e, A

electIon 15

: that Mr, A.Subramaniam should be ragarceg Aas- an
pal in spite of his designation as Lecturer-in~Clarge, T shon- . |
that the election is even then invalid in view of the fléfu 1

SBubramaniam was not eligible to stand as a ecandid:te for P
as such as he was the Acting Principal and Cma{ e

t- 5~ .Y o2 - ~ 3 "~ s, g l:
the Acadenie Council during the period of thils eleetion, JC10 mewxber of :_,
; ]

'e“as.




il R L . ' ' : ; L
g X . The permanent Princpal. Mr. A.Ramaswaml Gounder, vhc is also a-
' teacher was not permitted to participate in this elec:iicn. I the

S Jd.

circumsiiances statedsabove, whether he is entitled to Yote or not is
. -another important matter for the University authoritics to. decide, If ,
- a voter is temporarily absent and if no one is appainted to act in his B
., place, is he entitled to vote or .nat is a guestion for which there is 2 _
' -no definite answer in the University Act. If & was encitled 1o vote, &
. = ythe eleciion ig-invalid for reason of having-deprived me of tle : 4
 legitimate rights of a competent voter. gty W

lioreover, there are other technical flaws in the cenduct of the _
election, tut I am now unable to offer my remarks on thoss Tlzws as 8
~the file relating to the election has not been handed-over tc me by =
_ Mr. H.Srinivasan, in spite of my recguests.

3  On %the whole, I am of ppinion that this election is a 1t case for
: being set asidd, . s ; L L ARG
- ; J . s . o 4 ‘,’,‘\‘-.
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Toh No.zzvsa/w-a @ )/

MADRAS GOVERNORS CAMP

Guindy :
18th December 1947.

University of Hadras.

81t) ) memberz e:t the
Srendy Held and rmrm S
 your letter cited, should be set aside
' '& fresh election held.

| by %hq 'Gﬁvamgr,

oS

' From
P Go'vindan ﬂﬂi;‘ ant ’IGSQ) 1
Privatc secretary to H.E.the
‘ , Governor, .
e, -« To i e
The Vico-Ghaneollor, _ i

mbars ‘be ‘the Academic Counsil of the |

ry t0 HeEel-

‘ “
| o
‘-l.,‘_ Sir, A
Univcrsity -Madras - Academic Council- ;

ction of 2 mbers by the toaehing 4

B , dated |1

~ Under snﬁian 2 of Chapter XIX of the ’

© Laws of the University, His Excellency the |
Qhanaollor jirects that the alcuﬁm of 7

#
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,‘”proviso of Statute 1 of Chapter XIX of the Laws of the University.
amhe refusal of the Returning 6fficer to issue fresh ballot papers

J&ﬁ lieu of spoilt papers was also irregular. Statute 22 of

Chapter XIX does not vest any discretion in the Registrar to ‘ ; &

’ supply or to refuse to supply fresh ballot papegs. The first ‘_ '%7 \ %1/*
irregularity was a serious one and on that ground alone, if . ™
not on the second, the election is vitiated and may be set aside. | g(ﬂ/

It is unnecessary to consider the third reason mentioned
in the Vice-Chancellor's letter, namely, the participation of
| Mr. Subramanyam in the election as there 1s nothing 1n the Act

or Statute which prohibits persons doing the duties of Principal

g from standing for election to Academic Council. | | ?S
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