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: Sri Sabanayakar i
|
His Bxcellency desires me to %
: I .- enclose for the consideration of the ii
L | W ¢  Hon'ble the Minister for Religious Bndow-
ST oo ments a representation from the Podu |

| Deekshitars of Sri Sabanayakar Temple,

Chidambaram. The petitioners have been

informed that the matter is one for the

Hon'ble Minister.

Yours sincerely,

, | M.,V.Subramaniam /2 e
] 1CS. , /6 ?7

Esq. )
Secretary to Government ,
Zducation & Public Health
Department,
Fart. St. Georee. Vadrass .
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The new measure of Legislation regarding Temple Entry,
will affect the Temple and the Deekshitars very injuriously.
Hundreds of Kattalaikars (those who maintain the services in
the temple) have orally end in writing, informed the Deekshi-
tars that if Harijans were to be permitted into the shrine
of Sri Nataraja, they would be constrained to stop their
serv1ces in the temple such as Archana, Neivedhyam ete. It

is not g mere idle threat, but a very ipminent and real

danger.

If it should come to pass, about 200 families of Deek-
shitars numbering about 2,000 (men, women and children all%old)
would be deprived of their means of sustenance. It 1s no
exaggeration to say that they will be face to face with

starvation.

fhile it is not the intention of the Deekshitars to go
against the trend of moral opinion in regard to this matter,
they have if only as a means of self-preservation, to get
themselves and their temple placed outside the enactment,

in view of the peculiar position, nature and constitution

of the temple.

They venture to submit that if & plebiscite is taken

today, the majority of Hindus, will be against the proposal e

to allow Harijans inside this shrine, though they mey feVour

g2
such a measure in the case of every other shrine, big °F o
. 3 the
A6 4t 1s s Bakter that affecis EECEE very existence,

Community of Deekshitars have resolved in their general assembly

to depute three of their numbe® T wait upon Your Excellency to

T e e St S “”““::’F“
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represent their view point and make their request in person.
The General Lssembly most respectiully requests that Your
hxcellency may be pleased to peruse the enclosed memorial il

and give it an earnest and sympathetic consideration.

he General Assembly also most respectfully requests,
Your Excellency may be pleased to agree to receive their
deputation on any day end hour convenient to Your Excellency.
The deputation will consist of three representatives of the
Podu Deekshitars and will be accompanied by Sri C.V.Srinivasa-
chari, B.A., B.L., Advocate, Chidambaram (their standing
Counsel) whose services may be availed of as en interpreter

at the interview. We assure Your Excellency that we shall

not teke up more time than 1s absolutely necessary. We request

that a line in reoly may be sent to the abovenamed Advocate,

{ntimating the date, hour and place of the interview.

We beg to remain,
Your Excellency's most humb Le
and devoted servants,

Chidambaram,

10th April, 1 9 4 7. Representatives of the Podu Deekshitars,
Sri Sabanayekar Temple, Chidambaram.
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The humble Memorial of the Dikshithars of the Sabha-Nayakar
Temple at. Chidambaram respectfully. showeth:— :

1. The Sri S.abha';Nayailear:-temple:at »Chidambaram  is on€ 6f the ‘most
famous:shrinesiin’all India ‘and is of‘Very-great-anti_quity; its"his’tory"‘dating
back, 'so far ‘as ¢an' be' gathered from historical and archealogical data, to
the beginning of the Christian Era. Tradition- carries its -history-still
further back and records theorigin of  the  temple thusi—The .Sages Pata-
njaliand Vyagrapada were .’cn_géged in penanceat thisplace togetiithe
blessing of Lord:Sri Nataraja-and pleased ‘with~their austerities’ the- Lora
Sri Nataraja together with the 3000 Dikshithars ‘who ‘were known>as the
Tillaimoovairavar vouchsafed unto them his divin€ presence. From that
time thé¢ Pagoda ‘arose and the Deity began to_be worshipped by the
Tillaimoovairavar. This tradition clearly shows that, from its inception,
the Dikshithars have been a part and parcel .of the .institution.-and-this fact
is g:pnﬁr_fhed by hi'stqi‘i,cal evidence as . found|.in - inscriptions: and in' Tamj]
lite.rgtgr'e., ‘The Sri 'S_abhaNayajsarrte;mple::at' :Chidambaram 'is-one of ithe
most,faino,us shrines.in all Indiaand isof very -great antiquity. The 3,000
Dikshithars who were known asthe Thillaimoovairavar are a part and parce|
of the institution and this fact is confirmed by historical evidence as foypg
in inscriptions and in Tamil literature. The Dikshithars who are generally
reférred to in ‘ancient “Tamil works as Tillaimoovairavar’ or “Tillai Va,p
Argtha'n,ars’ have been aS_SOCiath 1h1~0ugh()t¥t the ye:atS:fr.Odl‘f ttme out of
memory with the temple and with the .worship of  Sri. Nataraja, To:all. e
Sléiyite's]t‘hrougho,u,t the Presidency, - the S S*a‘E)haeNz.lyalkar Temple: 5¢
Cﬁidavm'bax-'am: which is familiarlyweferred to as Thiru Chatrmbalam is'the
most sacred place of worship and is invoked by.them €Ven 1n their dajly
prayers and in the beginning of the recitation of the songs of the Tam;
Saints. To them the Dikshithars of Chida‘xnbatam are so much bound up
with that worship that the Saivites prostrate before them and are helq in
the highest esteem and veneration by them: Tn  the Thevaram the sacreq
book of the Saivites, one of the Tamil Saintssays, *T.am privileged to 1
the servant and__Devotée of the Thillaimoovairavar.

2. At pretent their number is about 2,000 and there are now 250 famj.
lies of Dikshithars .at Chidambaram. According to:ifllxnemorial Usage
they never live outside ‘Chidambaram and they:are enjoined not tg resort
to any other occupation or means of livelihood than that. of servige ang
devotion to ‘Sri:Nataraja. They' have been, from time IMmemoriy| the
hereditary trustees and Poojakars of thgﬂt‘emble and the managemen; .
the temple and‘its affairs bee been. and 4s, entirely, in their hands %

Every

Dikshithar boy, as soon as he is mairied, becomes as of right the tl'uste}
and archaka of the temple and his trusteeship ceases ©aly on hig dei\l’h-»an'g
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is inalienable. The trusteeship is more than hereditary in the sense that it
does not descend from father to son but it inheres to every member of the
community of the Dikshithars at Chidambaram from his birth, so that, in
a particular family, there may be at the same time both father and sons
having an equal voice in the management of the institution. In no other
temple does a whole community form the trustees and archakas, atone ‘and
the same time with every member oi the community having rights of
management from his birth.

3. Though the temple is one of the biggest and most famous shrines
in Southern India, itis unique in that it has no landed progerty or other
endowments of its own from which the' temple derives any permanent
income. This has been so from the very beginning of the institution. The
temple has not received at any time and -does not receive any ‘Mohini.or
Tasdik allowance from Government (Vide the South - Arcot Gazetteer
P. 272). Neither inscriptions nor any other historical data afford any
instance of permanent grants of property or other endowments in the name
of the Deity by Hindu Kings." It is indeed very strikingly curious that it
should be so and can only be expldined by the fact that throughout history
the temple has been allowed to be entirely dealt with and managed by the
Dikshithars themselves as if it were their own property .and Hindu Kings
did not want to interfere with the management by making them accountable
even as trustees for large immovable properties.

_ . » [

4, The institution, however, has been conducted partly by the dontribu-
tions of the Dikshithars themselves from their oWn funds and by the collec-
tions of subscriptions from their constituents. For every Kala Pooja there
are on average about six such Katlais and cach of them  contributes a small
portion of the articles necessary for tine pooja. The val}ne, of such daily
contributions may vary from half rugee to three rupees at the highest,

“The only source of income is that derived from the general offering in
the temple. It is according to the :mmemorial usage in this institution the
property of all the trustees and is the recognised mode of livelihood of the
Dikshitars. This immemorial usage has been recognised by Judicial decisions
(Vide 1. L. R. 14 Madras, P. 103 at page 104 péer Muthuswamy Iyer and Shep-

heard JJ).  Their Lordships state as follows:—

“ About 250 families of Dikshithars reside at
Chidambaram and the net income of the
temple which- is derived from the general
offerings is their recognised means of liveli-
hood. According to usage, every Dikshi-
thar is entitled on marriage to take part in

_the management, 10O do pooja or perform
service in the minot shrines and to share in
the emoluments of the institution ”

5. The temple, from time immemorial, never came under the control of

the Board of Revenue or any local agents und.er Regulation VII of 1817 and
the nomination of the trustees did not at any timg vest in, nor was subject to
the confirmation of Government Or any .publlc officer. Tradition haé no;
4150 recorded any instance during the rexgn-of the Hindu Kings and othell'
rulers previous to the advent of the East India Company of any interference
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with the management of this temple by the Dikshathars. From the absence
of any muchilika which would have been executed by the temple trustees
just as they have done in the case of other temples in South: Arcot, about
the year 1840 when the management was transferred from the hands of the
Board of Revenue to the temple trustees themselves, it is clear that the
Board of Revenue never assumed superintendence Or possession of this
temple under Regulation VIl of 1817. The temple never came also under
the superintendence or the control of any temple committee under Act 20 of
1863. (vide P. 353 of the Dt. Manual prepared. by J. H. Garstin, Collector of
South Arcot in which a list of the Padodas under the management of the
committee is given and this temple is fot included).

6. To summarise the foregoing, the main reasons advanced by your
Excellency’s Memorialists for exemption from the Act are:-

a. The temple has no property apart from
the actual temple premises, and the
jewels.

b. The).Temple has no endowment or
landed property or funded capital or
otherwise yielding any permanent
income, for any trustee to manage.

c. The income from the offerings is, by
immemorial usage, the property cf
the Dikshathars and is their recogni-
sed means of livelihood. - This has
been recognised by Judicial decision
The Dikshathars are beneficiaries as
they are trustees.

d. The Temple, mainly, and largely, depe-
nds only on the shifting and imper-
manent benefactions of the Devotees
by the influence and faith inspired
by the Dikshathars.

Though the Chidambaram Temple may be said to be a public
property, from time out of memory the Dikshitars have been worshipping
Lord Sri Nataraja as 2 birth-right and as a means of livelihood. About
2,000 Dikshitars are now dependent upon the temple and Lord Sri Nata-
raja for their livelihood. We, the Dikshitars, have neither English education
nor any other profession or vocation in life and except the nbeanded
wealth of Lord Sri Nataraja, we have 1> other personal property to fall
back upon. The worship of Lord Sti Nataraja is done not according to
the Agama rites as in other temples but strictly according to the Vedic
rites and the fact that the poojas are performed only by the Dikshitars
themselves clearly indicates that the Chidambaram Temple stands apart
from other temples.

In view of the fact that many temples in South India have been
thrown open foO the Harijans, we humbly pray that Your Excellency’s
Government will be graciously pleased to exclude this temple from gh
operation of the temple entry act. T?is is a legitimate and 1rea,sonable
request of 2 small community of Dikshitars who depend on the temple f i
their livelihood. We therefore humbly pray that your Excellency’s glsaiio(x)ls

Government may be pleased to exempt this temple from tt :
: -
the temple entry act. ¢ operation of
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The Crossword Press, Chidambaram: Q. H. SA. 67, S
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