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Cathedral P.0., lMadras, 28th November 1947.
liy dear Subramanian,

f

T e I am enclosing herewith copkes of the letter'

dated 27th November 1947 of the Principal, Government

Office of the Director of Public Instructlon, \
|
by
i
1

Victoria College, Palghat, and its,enclosures. ?
the question involved is a very important one and it

is very likely that there will be more disturbances

in Malabar and other parts of the Presidency as regards

detentions from appearing for the University Exami-

nations, I request that the orders of Government may
kindly be obtained at an early date and senk to me for:

communication to the Principals of Colleges.

Tours sincerely,

5 w=flDramanian, lLsq., [.C.S.,
Secretary to Covernment,
Hducation & P.H. Department
Fort ot George, Madras.




Copy of letter R.0.C.No.Ms.2/47 dated 27th November 1947
from.the Principal, Government Victoria College, Palghat to the
Director of Public Instruction, Madras. ‘

Sub: Indiscipline '‘among students. l 1 3~ : P

I have the honour to enclose herewith a copy of an anonymous
letter which I received by post yesterday. Though anonymous its =
significance against the ;eneral background of indiscipline is °

overcast in my letter R.O.C.No.Ms.2/h7 dated 21st November 19L7
(cony enclosed).

'
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V obvious. I have already drawn your attention to the skies getting
{

|

‘l

)

i In the letter I received yesterday the s tudents suggest that
}) detention is likely to stand in the way of their working hard !
such is the blindness that has entered into them that they do not
realise that there won't be any question of detention if they would
: only work hard. However that may be, my position is clear. I
should be very reluctant to accept dny ‘dictation from students as to
the opinion I am to form about their attainments and conduct and
I am prepared to face a showdown if ‘you think T shzll only be acting
consistently with your policy thereby. In this connection I would
. invite your kind attention to the sitwtion at Calicut where the stu-
i dents a few days ago organised a strike against the fee enhancement
and the indiscipline vbeing such that the heads of the institutions
there had to take concerted action of a drastic nature, viz., the
sending out with their T.Cs of some twenty-five s tudeats. I also
understand that these private institutions found that ‘things had
reached the limit and it was time the entire question of students!

indiscipline was settled one way or other. I need not point out

that the policy rollowedin Government institutions will always exer-
o cise an influence for good or ill on the conduct of private insti-
, L

tutions and what one Government Institution does will have similar
reactions in other Government institutions. The whole affair, I
feel, requires departmental and Government direction and I am there-
fore referring the questior to you for some clear instructions.

~

Copy of letter dated nil from 'Anti Strikers' to the
Principal, Victoria College,' Palgha t.
l A i

Respected Sir, > k

We the s tudents who firm}ly believe that there must be no
strike against a peoples' Government want to continue our studies
peacefully. But now we are in a wreched position. You must know
that the s tudents are all up against the detension system. They
have the full suppert of the public. So they will put up a grand
Tipht [ for 16, There will be s urike, hunger strike and every confusion|
and disorder. = You must know we @0 not want it. We firmly believe !
that students must do their duty which is, to study. If there will
be.troublesiln the College we cannot discharge our duties properly »
and regularly. Wie want to score high marks and ranks for the Col- 3
% lege. But now we are dédprived of this opportunity.

lMoreover we want a College where the Principal and the s tudents
are like father and children. We want, 4% and you can certainly |

make this College like that. Sir, this detention will make it worse
So for our sake please have a compromise with the e tudents. The
students Congress president !1.N.Gopalakrishnan II U.C. is against
any strike. But he will be forced to have it conducted, I am sure,
oir, thef comes the difficulty, He is verv able, sincere and

& Populur. He cun influence anybody and everyboay ena if he orpanises

7 a strike or struggle, it will be a complete success. Lven we the
brafuin students believe in his leadership and sbility and I fear
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Sir, this is the situation. " WINos 5 wish not to have
o dleEeRR O LY e flg,nt.aéﬂin&?t 1t is unnecessary for the
- P e Broviii to help us again ang again " There will
be strike if you will be so cruel to 5

. . £ the 5] ;
save us. There is only one @may, tudents. You must

that is to have a
. o : : ¢ e talk and an
immediate compromise with Gopalakrishnap, He is ioo grateful to

you to act against your wishes because it was you who gave him
admission when it became too late. " He respects you much and
both of you can come to terms immedigt

i ellive, , .
: So, Sir, you must save us ot . . y b
3 < : WL can ‘avoid the strike or . P AN
confusion only by a compromise, So nle o : : . i T 'XV” p .
him.  Sir don't forget us. 2ase have a comnromise with VmRY URGENT. kﬁ, ?< 3
| Yours obegiently, o D.0 pirector of E
i : v Anc i atrikenss h — ™ jmadras, 300FJ

——— . .

Copy of letter :.0.C.No.Ms.2/47 d" Ve Pk
from the Principal, Government Victorig %giieZ1StPNiV§@Eeiv1éﬁ7
Director of Public Instruction, Madras. ge, ra.ghat Lo, the
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I have the honour to brin n ‘.- ¥
s il g the following fucts to your

4 @' letter enclosing copies of
At 2 P-I‘/I. to-day two St.ud.ents Of ”

- ‘s ; it 7 M.Kri « ! of the Brincipal of the Government
embudiripad, Class IV and 1. Sinadevan, Glies T3] proscntod o of PEaglity I
etter to me stating At At wa : 2 . 2 . L omtatgolleze, Palghat, I am enclo-
students. T refused to dsces o jemorandum against detemtion of Viggorla C ) :

ept the same ard informed th b
I did not propose to deviate from th R S uas
and the instructions from my ¢ traditions of the College

herewith further correspondence
s sSuperiors andg ti i T Pel
they might make a representat RiClanilLl che e luieo

gin

Ca

e

- : ion to the hi - it 74 the same gubject from whiech you i
this connection [ may also be permitted to%ﬁ:gt?gghzﬂszlii.i %n g g on y P f
| published in the "Mathrubhumi - a Malayalam Daily from Celisur - will see that there is likely to De
that the student tpopulation is out to challenge azthorit ai;cut g |
respect of enhanced fees, detentions in scehools and collg, 5, o g oreat trouble facing us. I request
the present educational policy. P ; £es and 3 2
therefore that you may be kind enough

v
_________ A . ; L
| ' . to 'b}lace the matter immediately .
: R ! .' L . ] e
ﬂ & pefore the Hon'ble Minister for Zdu- {
i eati%ﬁ?and 1et me have his orders. ‘
S CEER
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' | |
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dents

" might agree to accecept their

& Eﬁ%&tm Ins: ;
kol .»‘_I‘I,nﬂi truction,

g

=t . e 1 et +7
I am herewith enclosing a translatiop and a copy of the printed -
notice distributed in Palghat~among the students as also copies of 2
other letters received by me in person, They speak for themselves. It

is true that a memorandum {(as they calj it) was given to me by the stu-
and that I refused 10 aceept it (because the boys told me its
contents in advance) for submission to the aythorities. I told the
boys that seleetion of students for University Examinations will be
done according to rules laid down by the University authorities. As
you know the "so-called" detention in the University classes is in
actual fact only a sort of warning to the students that they need not
waste their money in remitting fees for an examination for which they
cannot be certified to be compe tent tq sit. lore than the December
raglection' it ig the Pitness certificaté“in ﬁarch %hut gives them the
right of access to the Bxamination hayj, 0 explqine& e s i
them clearly and pointed outEto them that thouwh»the University and I

: ixamina tioy ¢ Fagkis T
certify to ftheir fitness for the Examigaiigi ioiaggfi,%igmiggtggers
cogcorngd agree po the lssue of such ecertificates. SO ionv és T
UanGPS%ty rule is theyevand SO long ag mem bers of the staff are allowed
to act in accordance with their Conscience, the students' wishes 1o .
get automatiec access to the Examinati oy L A A e e TR
qualification and fitness cannot be fulfilleq e S ade i ey not ' ¥
or would not, care to understand the 1oo04 N T Sy - .
X = s €11 i gle of my arguments and they have,
it appears decided to organize active resist fhe. Friits of thei
intention are 'seen in the enclosureg att;chegnig‘uaig Tfruits of tTheirx

As you will see from the 'memosr ;
them are ﬁie Pregident of the Studeggé?ndum'
the Students' Federation. They are both' stidentsiar m Gonloleatt it
it is in their offieial cdpacity as members op the se ogéanizaiiéns that -
FheyA?amS‘Eo me. ‘{ CEleian cannot3 80 long as I have any voiece in the\
matter, agree to this kind of dictatioy under threat of strike. ete
from any ocutside body. I am reporting the fact tsuyou foans i
whe ther dlsciplinary action can be Pregeribed by the Syndicate in time,
and if so what I am to do. The Situation ig only Jjust beginning to
develop and it is being developed openly anqg sys%ematicalfy. Igwould
point out in this comnection that the question ultimately would resolve
‘into whether the University is Prepared to wuive the rule about Progress.
and term certificates and admit students to Examinations irréspecti;e
of such certificates, for so long as the rule is there one honest.
Prineipal or Profegsor or Lecturer can be the inevitable and unenviablesy
creator of this kind of trouble. I shalls be agrateful for some authori-~
tative and clear suidance with which you ag Vice-Chancellor can help
me ;n meeting the cloubdurst that is threatening to gather on the

horizon. In referring to a cloudburst I am not being unduly alarmistisc.
I &l in close touch with the situation ang only the other day I receiwvsd
a8 Anonymous letter about what is likely to happen snd another letter
today demanding an immediate reply from g A?LL~' 2 the condrt
around I h e a3 ; 2 & 0. KnO\’llleg 11e condi:tions

Ve Submitbted a copy of the first letter to wy Director of
2aue mrw‘“‘dﬁmﬂ%oﬁ“ﬁ:&?mi LA aaaciosing coples

PR bl 2 iy . i R AOR Pt s &)
RN e pirector of Pubiic Thstiuok oh SoSLA0IRE.R sopy of tuts
i ey L I h K : E 1 ksl D -

the students who sigzned
Congress and the Secretary of

o wation.
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We approached thenfrineiﬁgl of the Victorig College with 4
memo randuimn Urging the ending of the "deten tient (refnsinﬁ Eefmfssion £C

1% for the Univergity Public ixamination) long deelared to
less by students and others interested in Education. It 'is regretted
thst he daid not agree even 10 read the wemorandum. AS & regylt of the
- Al ond o - . 1 3 o )3 had < A1 TR - s 3
Stllt.u:.ll'bsl agitation the ;_;_;/:,-teu'] a8 veen ended in 1)1;:(:@:3 like Mahe,
Taliparamba, ote, But the Principal's attitude is forcibly drawing

e ® meanipg-

the studentsinto confliet and ﬁroublel - To grevout.tkis_we request thgt
PSSRSOV GY of mAueation may Ve miAde U0 intervene himself in this.

P™las R = 3 -
The Btudents! detion Comnittee
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JMEMOR ANDUM

The memorandum submitted by the Palghat Students!

e Congress
the Students' TFederation to

and the Principal, Victoria\College;
Sir,

, We desire to draw your attention to a resolution passed
i unanimeusly at-a general meeting convened under the united

ad auspices cf the Students' Congress and the Students! Federation

on povember 18th.

The system of detentiocn undew vogue today does not SU
the times. It not only does not do good bto the students but also
it bars educational progress. ' e
; ror -~ the system is not based on the studentsr intelli-

S gence or capacity - not all the students allowed to sit for the
examfnatiCﬁ are seen %o pasg that Examination - the seléetion_
test is usually seen to be harder than the University Examinati
Therefore if a detained student is allowed to sit for the Univ ?n.

Sy  Sity Examination, there is a chance of his bPassing it. e

An 5.5.L.C. ‘teacher is allowed to appear Priﬁat £
i Ty AL el Ky Tt 3 = Ltel For

Intormed}ate’mxaminatlon. Is it appropriate to deny s ciﬁdidagge
who has both passed his-S.S.L.C. and put in 2 years at a Colleqe
the right to sit for that Dxamination? ©The system is also use?
glve vent tO_D§P89n:L spite. The absence of teachers gng t "c ke
books creates difficulties fow students. e

Our representatives were informed last g
e+ s s : LODL year by the ws
for Bducation that though he realized the meaninglesgnegi M;niSt@r
system, Govt, Were not prepared to interfere and that di; 2 i
was vested 1n the authorities of the College. Thereforecéetlon
E?Cwﬁlgcﬁﬂ@t “hat you will recommend to Governnent tneeaigff
1 DBUe LUdeueItl oh i Sl sl B0 Tle ab 2ol HEot aiaits : o 7 PO

2. & HIRE) A _l o =

onece for'all, ; N i Ading of the System

On  behalf of your Qbedieﬁt students

T.P. Sahadevan
(President, Students!’ Congr@Ss)

E.M.K. Nambudripad .
(Secretary, Studentst Federation)

T - - -
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In the Vieworia Dellegs students' have oommenssd hunger strike
u - :
WILL not the public save the lives of the students?

1w the Prineips e jected - . : :
as the Principal has rejected tio various endeavours of the

5=

President of the Paluk Students®
seceretary, Students Federation,
Principal gave us the la
matter and the reply
awaited. This is -or

]

Congress and E.l.X.
have commenced hunser dtrike.-
me excuse that he has no authori bty in the
) £ the Director of Public Instruction O Dbe -
11y a triek to prolong, Till the demands are

strike will be continued. :

1¢ Students interfere and save the lLives of the
11l not the tes

Nambudripad,

0
¥
t

8
eonceded the hiwiger
who gre lovers of it
gbudent leaders?

own students?

;" ' ACRION. COMUITTEL,

- b
—— - —

the K.P:Cels, ¥Mahakavi Vallothol ete., have msde
with the system 6f detention,

awa v
away

5060 &0,

gtudents and parents to do away with the system of detention sSahadeval,

The

Will #otythe countrymeil

. S e
chers alse save the 1Lives Ol uileOLX

Wathrublmmi ;" Desabliimani, Pourasakti, Kelappan, President of
statemente- for doing

oy = ol = Dl ®
TLet us trust themn. otud?nts Tepresentatives have already met Sri 45
“m.3. Avanasilingam Chettiar, the Hon'ble Minister for- Bducation. o
pwhe mabtbter is now with the Government, I afm suve. that the Govern-
ment will consider all 2Spects of the gquestion. Please suspend all
acitation. I have no hesitation i appealing to you to desist from 1
hunzer strike. - | =i
!{ p’ PN (ﬁﬂ
Yours sincerely, f! \&) : £
5 ¢ i T L
|
o e T Director of Public Instruction,
Madras, 5th December 1947.
\ B 5
THE DECISION oF rHE ACTI 0N COUKGIL SUBb:-College - Government Victoria College,
3 _ N A Palghat - Strike by students.
In 'view of the fdet that.the Principal .of the Oollege has
: : £~ 23y - he ninati i - o : ? i
dgreed to forward t“".?fﬂm?ﬁftlon applications of the students. of In refreshing contrast to the number of tele—
the c¢ollege. to the,gnlv°lsl y authoritiesg irrespective of ‘the
resultsvoﬁ the tefMlnﬁl eXOTlnatlon, but has. expressed his firm' 3% grams requesting interference in the Government Victoria
opinion tﬂatﬂ¥€aidnno} S%alJntee+the,Pespective lecturers, giving .
s el Ee{féLic:Oiiéi{etéeggeSF1uhe Principal to call a meeting College, Palghat, students' hunger strike against deten-
of the Co ge Louncl ; O1NsS1dexr the present situation and let us
= 1 3 MET 3 SCT S1 U1IT A 41 " o o s
xnow by 2 0O clookftgs_doci?i?n Of the council about the gquestion a8 1 tion, I am glad to say that the Fxecutive Committee of
o deteﬁy102~ tI;t %E d§91°*°ﬂ OF the council 'is not Ffavourable to | Ry,
us we have to start the hmnger Strike by two 0'Clock today afternoon. } the Old Boys Association has sent me the following
Thimr 3 1o T Faw - 2 .
. Expecting a iaxoulable reply. telegram:
! 2%
Palghat, ) (Sd.) 7.P. Suhadevan, f Executive Committee meeting, Palghat College
=12-47 ) for aAction Council. { Old Boys Association - Resolution passed:

"That this meeting of the Executive Committee
of the Palghat Government Victoria College
Old Boys Association strongly disapproves

. the hunger strike resorted today some of the

: students of the College and promises all
support to the Principal in whatever action
he may take m to meet the situation.

Vydianathan, Secretary".

L

Yours sincerely,

7 —
_ ! a.,_r' & 7o

M.V, Subramanien, Esq.,I.C,S,
Secretary to Government,
Edn & Pub Health Department, Fort St. George

i
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A/Principél at A of his letter. -

fnyhow, the matter is finished

.‘and nothing r-leéd'.be done now.

The papknse rzg,f beA filed.

Vg

\;:}.4

&

seeEmphavie been cleariy iﬁf@rmedr that Terminal b.}s{am_j.mei'éﬁ WITT o ey o

e I

Copy of letter dated 6th December 1947 from the Principal , &4
Governument Victoria College, Palghat to the Director of Public o 18
Instruction, Madras. o _

A . !

#s I wired to you this morning, the hunger-strike by T.P.

Sahadevan and E.lM.K.Nambudiripad has been called off at 7 A.M, \&
tosdav, 5 '
Fd

Since my report to you yesterday persistent and strenuous
efforts continued to be made by pgblic.men of this place'interested‘
in'ﬁhe good name and welfare of the College and the s tudents alike |
The foremost among them are the following gentlemen and to them o

am bound to be duly grateful:-(1) Messrs.P.Vasu Menon, Advocate;

(29°P.Gopala Menon, Advocate. (3) BIPh#llips. (L) P.C.Shanker
J . 1

“and (5) P;K.Narayana Ayyar.

. P - v
These gentleren were anxious not only to end a Sltuation

which hadvugl& Possibilities butéto wean the students of this l
College awéy from the influence of the Uommuﬁist party which hag \T
begun increasingly to exploit the discontent and excritement amongg
the s tudent pPopulation, I am sorry to observe that the students

of the College have become mere playthings of party-politicians

from outside, ready to dance to their tunes and utterly incapable

20 3

of balanced and s ensible thought and action. The five leaders an

~

it
in local public 1life and I thought it politic in the Ci”cumStqncemi

public men mentioned above represent the sane and moderate S

to strengthen their hands as much as possible without Compromisirh
i B~

my principles and without conceding anything beyond w

hat I hag ‘5
always been prepered to allow. ’\)

Accordingly these gantlemen I understand reiterated tg

~

the s tudents my offer forward all applications to the Univer.

%51ty without any guarantee that all students will secure Hall

ickets to sit for the Lxamination. They have also assured the

,f%tudents On my behalf that all extra-help by way of special
coaching that may be required by the backward students will be

renaered to them by my staff. At the same time the Student g

on the 8th as scheduleq and unless they show good Prorress i) N
Sy Uhey .

i
|
|
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B | AN

5,annot hope to secure the certlllcates necessary under the

ules of the University.

Liemaskinaiat L ia Sosnsanent Slito it Examinations ﬁhat
commence on Monday. As I apprehend no further trouble this time I

have withdrawn my earlier requisition to el Revenne Divisional

Officer, Palghat and the Police authbritiesg
Though for the time'being the sky seems to be clear again,

I feel sure that at any moment fresh trouble mgy break out in

one shape or other. hhlle hoping and Praying that nothing of

this nature may happen in future I hx Shall continue however to

=T ;’sg‘gnn.Ano

be vigilant and vatchful.

. 9 P,
g RGRARHSDEPA NG RN,
;/}éf ; -Nm |

In a later report I shall SUleL a list of ring- leaders

of this hmnger-strike agitation from among the tudents of the

College and outsiders who have been actively fomenting it. ok ﬂomwMme 1 Date, : om0 7.0
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N,B.-~The nae of the Sender, it Yelegraphed, should be written aiter, bub separated from the taxﬂ. -
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