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i \ {1 < 4 : GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF EDUCATION

New Delhi the 28rd Sept,'47.

gir John Sargent,-G.IvE., M.A.,D,Litt. |
Secretary te the Gevernment ef Indias

The Secretary te the Gevernment of Maéras
Public (Planning & Develepment) Department,
For: St. Geerge, M A DR A S.

Siubject:- Pest-War Recenstruction Scheme Ne.88.—
- Intreduction eof cempulsery elementary
Educatien ;

& wisdr, : :

‘ I am directed te invite the attentien of the
Government of Madras te their pest-war develepment

scheme No.88 fer cempulsery elementary educatien. Accer-
ding te this scheme, cempulsery educatien is to be confined
upte the standard V during the first ten years and is ?
te be extended te standards VI te VIII during the next ten
years, Gevernment eof ladras thus prepese te fellew the d
principle of intreducing cempulsery education from age A
to age and net frem area to area. This is a deviatien frem -
| | | : ~ the recommendations eof the Central Advisery Beard of Edu- _
ol | : cation which the Gevernment of India feel are of fundamental
| ‘ 1 . impertance from purely educatienal peint of view. :

I | " -1 : 1
[ e : — This question was exhaustively discussed at the
el | i meeting of the Central Advisery Beard of Educatien and 1t

w T was only after mature consideration that the Beard came

| ' : to the conclusien that if, as is almest inevitable in a

| _ large Province like Madras, a system of universal cempul-

‘ | B N sery educatioen could enly be intreduced by stages, the
—_— 1 ; d progression sheuld be frem area te area.
. \ . hptghmall (0 SOl

A The reasens, which induced the Beard te ceme te
this declsion, were that the experience of other ceuntries
like Great Britain, had shown that the methed of intredu-
cing compulsery education frem age te age was both wasteful

E& and inefficient. Children whe may acquire literacy in the
- , 4 : restricted sense till the age of 11 are likely te lapse ,
s L Mk inte illiteracy and in any case the education which lasts
>, Vi 415 Ul rer five years, will hardly prepare the child either feor
{: 1ife or fer livelihood er fer geed citizenship. Besides, ‘
ok Basic Educatioen frem 6-14 being an erganic whole, willlése
N 79 \nmch of 1ts value, if not se treated. ‘

Apart from the reasens stated ahove the Gevern~

, I b . . R ' ment of lMadras will QISﬂ,agree that te-day there is an m
Ay o e R B Vi d iy e DI A urgent need for experts an technical persennel and ¥n mere
\ 0! s " M el P i general termsgleaders in all spheres of natiemal life in

.y—yﬁw‘ﬂ;ﬁ-fw}4f”~ A NI S Tndia. This need can only be satisfied within a reasonable
A P A LT R Y ARG CAPIEIA A Lee® o REtan periﬁd if the necessary n‘mber of trainsd teachers argdﬁv,‘
e available and they can be had enly when the number of High
% LY § Scheels is increased and suitable candidates from the

R @ Primary Scheels are.given the chance te study in

i£§ § plan ef develepment which is restricted to W

or can it previd€ jem in the first dnstance cannol sayisf

\

4 7 Lt -he trained further develepment. Turiherpere, pub
e, teacheTs 4 | otherwise acqulesce in an inadequate 1
: S ™ gpread thinly ever the whele prevince, will be more ve
) 1 in supperting prejects for greater epportunities if 1

L ! sees these existing in gome aveas and net in others:
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For these reasons it is earnestly hoped that
the Gevernment of Hadras would recensider the scheme
fer cempulsery education as it stands at present and
see their way te bring it inte line with the\i?heme
recomnended in the Board's Report.

9T have the henour te be,
gir,
Your mest cbedlent servant.

el
¢for Secretary,g @‘gm “‘%
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/ 4 Education and P,H,(B2) Department.
Letter/Ref.No, L5 &AD Edn, dated - AH- [l = o7,
To 0%

The Secretary to the Government of India,
/ Ministry of Equcation, :
- New Delhi,

sir,

POST-WAR Reconstruction - Scheme No.88 - |
Introduction of compulsory elementary
education,

With reference to your letter F 6—3/h6-P dated 23rd

iy &
| SR > 1\

P
it

,".'td}il‘;‘ i 3""‘;'77.“
- ¥ Wi

g
-,
o
—— )
"

i S A e bl \ H

N
&7
————
- > —
N »

B

i ( WAy sl

« i\ ™
%ﬂ'w&"g ‘ M?“ & ,,% Py “"ﬂ"\f’m,r A _‘_rp\‘? il ol 0w
M ) w v L PR
Y {PA b “'?/ o 4(3 1/ 2ty (j'w 3
i e :

f‘ R &zfvénw wf s o

| 7/‘20
i e WL".‘ . | ¥ -ﬁ/\,’ i

et A Sl e

ool kol

= 'H( f'tU Al % \
;g . Ak il

P

& =g,

WY

R D \ﬁ}’ Y
..fzs’s.v!,k,@»: A s ‘

September 1947,

Stadas ;v

I am directed to state that the Madrai plan of

compulsory elementary educ ation)lprovides for the mtroduct;.on of the

> & o
scheme ' from area to area and not from age to age.

Selected areas

;:3 (e

Ay

in each district are taken up every year and compulsion is applied Y

right upto Standard V at the £eesh stretch. Compulsion upto Standard

VIII is the ultimate objective of the Government and splitting up into

matter of expediency.
two stages is or?ﬁ' %& e Lo{..(iclpvi : (3' wim P

-ﬁqe age of 11 or the end of Standard V is nevertheless
‘J/JZo. e U Cd“"h" (‘""1)
a definite agesan ’as already po:Lnted out in Mr, V.N,Kudva's letter No,

636 Edn, ,dated 24th April 1914.5/ +ie experience in Madras has definitely
shown that education upto Standard V does to a large extent ensure

I am to add that it is not the intention that

post-ﬁrunary Bducation should be simt-stalloes

whether for trades or by way of secondary education will meanwhile
/

perménent literacy,

Post-.P-imry Education -

continue to improve on a voluntary footing,

middle schools have largely increased recently and are increasing.

In fact 'secondary and

As regards the point made in your letter that 'publie
opinion which may otherwise acquiesce in an inadequate provision of
education spread thinly over the whole Province, will be more vocal
in supporting projects for greater opportunities if it sees these exist—
ing in some areas and not in others! I am to peint out that’ on the
‘other hand ‘if only a few areas are selected for compulsion upte Standard
VIII year by year'criticism will be strong and will be justified that

other areas are being altogether neglected in thga meanwhile and parti-~

et ey
cularly so )as the process._bacleey will take an exiremely long perdoed

before the whole Province is covered by the Scheme’ of compulsion,

sl-=Le
I am further to esy that the Govermment are finding

gifficulty about staff and accomodatien (apart from the question

cheme upto Stapdard V,

b 1

$£ficulbies I
fimnc%eveﬂ for a S These difficultie ]i il

\ F



e e

be accentuated if a scheme of compulsion upto Standard VIII is embarked

~ upon right from the start, If the Government set apart as much money

each year as they have been able to do durlng the last two years the
areas where they will be able to mtroduce such a scheme of compulsion

will be much sma.ller than under the present scheme and the period within

which compulsion can be made universal will be very long, - The Government's

present scheme has tfxe advantage of more rapid introduction of compulsion

and over a compardtively larger area each year, For the reasons

stated above the Government wish to adhere to the scheme already accepted

by them,
’
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' To A.8. : . wa.
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L l’lpase ses T & P H. note on p 3 an% Tt 13 etgted
c.«H

.
» of Indis in their
A %3’ 95( e (9 b that the Queqt;or: af raiged’ bv the Gnvtn ; 11" o
| A : i be‘n discugsed fully a
i r on .1-3 ante has alreadv
D el O SO 1““ = % rem the decision b .ursg
8 by - o ool 28 Lo thatf?a reply has also bm-n SPﬂt o RIS,
b 4 D

T "% that the Madr'as GaxEx Plan need not.be modified B Iﬁ* may. 1

%

7 't
o howavar, be pointed out thsi“tL this decision was érrivc-d 8

ma
i\‘ in 19;5" during the Aqvisers' Regims, This departme“‘“: y
b 3 e Feg \ 1) ’

AR perhaps s‘uggeat that the ardors of the present

o+
‘9"2&3 \‘ Dept,
] 6 0CT e o))

é\ b

3"
Ky 0 e m\“‘ ‘

& P.H,.
With these remarks the file may be returned to E

i 5

F‘inanc!‘ (P.W.R.) may alsoc ses.

, | " H
| o Ao ! C’( i u"‘
By T e e

~ : i V% f@l)

l\‘ The Central Advisory Board of Bducation drew up
‘ I h report oi POsH War Educationﬂl EevelOPMQnt in
| Indis. In the matter Oof compuleOry elementary

education the view wae expressed in the report that

\ s"‘ c auﬂl

universal compulsory systew Of bPasic education
0 nd no (o)
ghould be introdguced from ares t %ffé»‘ d not from
ersitered—By this
&VF%J ' ho » eport
Government . he D.P.I.'Mudrns, w PrepPared a rep

for the Madrss Govermment exPressed views at

gge LO age. The _repor‘c wase

variance with the Central Advieory Bosrd. His

1dea wa= that compulsory elenentary educstion ehould

\ ,,11 the Provlny

i

firet be introduced {upto suudard V

e

and should tnereafter be extended to ‘;tmdarct VI,

—
7

VII, and VIII year uf’cer yeare ?helu\lcatien_su.,

Committee of the Poet War Recongtruction Conmittee

ghich chgsidered the D 2,1'% report woramﬁ aie

The Five Year Plan framed 0y Lhed \W"t

pr()p()%ﬂl o Cpittee o

. NPV N o 4 R Df ch
wee based on the fg@ﬂk‘i:_s\,\e,ll{\,ﬁ\bl‘?n

P0T°O' iR
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. .r the plan co

> ik mpulsoryfﬂlemeatary #ducation shoulg firet be
¥ <o . ‘
oduced upto ¥

}.e.exteadégjfgi;taQQgrd VIII within the subséquent dec;ae.
waven B copy o the lladr:as Pl e
St-%““fy)ﬁbﬁ' Rkﬂg— Ao

an was(sent to the Gove
&hm%(@bvernment VERVESD ey

ui_'«nqaéb n% (2

©0 the reconnendstionjor thae Centrel Advisory Board.,

Y C) i

vas further examined in thg notes to
The then Adviser for Educatiog/stifTiémas Austin

AN - W g L/ 5 /
Iatter‘perGOQully with Dr. Sargent

EGovgrnmegt of India, and a re?ly w

the implications of the Macrss scheme and Aow ths
the needs of thie Province, *
2- The GOvernment of India

compulgory elementary education,

€ question
&(0.No, 636 Ean. dated 2f-4-45.

also discussed the

, the Bducationql.Adyiser%fo the

8 sent t0 that GOVvernment exblaining

: glandard within & period of ten years and should

rament of Ingia .

P

t scheme suited to

have again raised the igsue regarding

The Developmgnt (P. & B.) Depteq

have suggested that the ordere of the present Government may be taken iy

in the matter, (Presumably on the question whether the schenme

/

Originglily drawn up requires any revisionJ

The file may be circulaged for ordersg.
J.6 = i
G & Ll-7 : e
;o""k7’/f:::: ’"cgév{ Ll < i
PR 7 : : 7 N }: [ @6:.

Cuf plan too provides for introduction of the scﬁnmé from

— I

area to ares. We do not procesd, that gs, ta ralse the

age of compulsion by one year in successive nxmx years all

over the Province. We take up salected areas in each

district ecach year and there apply compulsion right up to

$hes standard V, The only differenne thus is that while

the Central Advisory Board would have this done up to

standard VITI at one strateh in galected areas we are

doing thisg only up to standard Vv at the firet stretch,

'B! _at pagasd gL A

o 0 i)

¢ explained against 'A' above thie

seomeent would net Droperly apply.

,f" £ - oy - q . "

u\ at_pags 1 C.T; Ae explained in the letter’sent at
Fhag ('AY qur experisnce hare has definitely eshown that
\

; 3 '
zluestion S o4 ,
iom up te Standard vV a&ts’ to a large extent ensure

sermanent 11toracys

o B of 14 is alsnfhur ultimate objective: our ‘sn LA teing
~y the 8.g# <

L3

cﬂm'rsulsor;.’/ saducation up to standard VTTI ;

o

N,

o

e ) ¢ palde’ P < ThaaL. eal T A ﬁf"’""};‘.':
/| standard V, i1s nevertheless a Qeflﬂx§~ gﬁgg_{

| 1t wpinto=Btages.is only &imat;grwog»practica} exgrl it
r“\ &b { £y 7-“_)\3 2 e

S 7 , 7 . - }I-‘ £, ‘7 . P 7.—.._'
' D' at pase 1l c.T: The age of 11, oreghg énd BFf 5

| A .

TAng post-
; ¥ o

- " e AJ 3 £ N
4 o B el e EHYE e
3 : r for trades,.or by way ef
| primary education, whether ;or 4 i bos ot
M #% 5 . - ba z n 0. 8}]@
lsenondary education will meanwhile continue to . ol
o - : - : : R <
' on voluntary footing. b & W L g
| d ‘ '

e — - - - "N - = ——*k » e
| tR' ‘at paresl c.T: As indicated againet 'D' above,
| ] UG < "’i__ . e ; s X g

it is not the intention that post-primary EQUG?EAprgbgglij'F
! = AT > 7 .
lbm q;e;;;dllon the other hand secondary and middle 50h9°1s‘

&ggklargjly‘incrcased recently and are increasing.

'P! at page 1 c.f: But thers is also the point, on the

|

Hother hand,that if{qe ooncentréte on only a Tew graa{ Tor
i'compulsion-u@~to §h9 standard VIIT ysar by year, criticism
3w111 be sffg;g’and‘will be Jjustifled; that we are leaving
¥other large areas altogether neglected meanwhile - and
particularly so, as the process, that way will teake an

, : T R “whole Provinc: —coversd
e » the whole Province 1ig ¢C
| extremely long period before t

\by the schems of compulsion.

1 Fven fo?maAéchémé‘up to standard V we are Tinding

Ak N o 2, Ehdy . -
aifficulty about staff and accommodation - apart from

the question of ?1nancn.

S o
These difflculgies-willLahccntuatnd if we want g

scheme of compulsien upto standard VIII right from% the
tart T we get apart as much money each year as Wt
S.;ﬂ.r‘; ° A oo ST
ne the last two yesars, the areas
: le tio do duripng the ] ¥ g
have been able
nere we will be able to introduce such a scheme will be
-whera B3 W L i :
2 t scheme : the perlod
much emaller than under the present chem ,and o)
Fwithin which we will have compulslon covering the whole
3 208 hemna
"Province will be very longX indeed; our presant schen
| T £
| w11 have the advantage of more rapid integEuctlion of
| 3 i o vl s
| compulsion and over a comparatively larg@e¥ area each rear,
: re W& may say that we
For the reasons indicated above ¥ \ ¥
| ‘ : o) a8 ready bean
| wish to adher® to the scheme which hag al v
i : 3%
| accepted here, g M%47 . ¥
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