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'HMEMGBANDUM;presented en<behalf'ef:the‘Eandgps and

. Mumshis employed in Government Collegess . =
° "

P

TO‘
| The Honhhl@ The Mﬁhister for Educatian.
Fort St. George,
MADRAS.

—_—————

-‘Tne PandifsAahd Munshis have.been'prayiné\all’along
for placing them on a par With teachers of other subaects in
the matter of pay and s tatus.' This demand for mere justice
has not been complied with by a popular Government which has
.announced the raising of the status of Regional languages as

" one of its important pelicies.
e o.mo.va(rinance)dated 6-2-47 has divided Pandits
éha Munshis employed in Colleges into three grades as followsi

Grade (1) Those possessing the seme qualification as that
§ - preser; yed for Lecturers and Assistant Lecturers
1.e. First.or Second class M.A. or B.A. (Hons.)

Pay Rs.120 to 240 plus RS.S. for L.Ts.

Those possessing(a degree in the languagevplus
1.T. orfan Oriental title plus S.S.L.C. plus
Pandit's or Secondary Training - Pay Rs.80 to 170/-.

Grade (3) Such of the present incumbents not possessing
' ' either of these qualiflcatiens Rs.10Q -~ 5 - 140/-.
2

Grade (3) was further edversely revised by G.0.587/dated 4-8-47

‘ /20
as Rs.70 - 5 - PIE o ou iy e T e T givqn retrospective effect

. from 1st January 1947. Does this mean that Pandits and Munshis
~ who have been receiving salaries*in the scale of Rs.‘l.()()--5--1|-‘o
witl be now asked to refund the excess amounts drawn hy them?
 The Panditg protest against this act which mak:es service eonw
ditions unstable and hence miserable. They feel that when

the minimnm salary for teechers of other subjects is RS«120/.,

there was no justifiable reason to fix the langueg
* waﬂwuwéo 5&7 F;WW)
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i g salary élone at Ré.lOQ/-. A further adverse revision of

: this poor scale,s and giving the G.0. retrospective effect

i _ on the top of that, would be a tragedy too deép f&r tears.
? If the Government thought that they had chmitted a mistake

g in fixingithe scale of the so-called unqualified Pendits:
. at Rs.100-5-140 it was open to them to revise it immediately.
It is now 8 months since the G.0.No.78 Finance &/- 6-2-47
came. To ask the poorly paid Pandits and liunshis to refund

a? f Rs.200/- to 300/- at this stage 1s indeed the "most un-

: kindest %uefof all",

‘ Rt I ad paT Weleed,ihe

salaries of all the other services under the Government

of Madras, the Pandits have been the solitary sufferers.
A mere Oriental title holder was eligible to the grade

80-10/2-100 and a house ailowance of Rs.15/- before 1lst

o . Jamuary 1947. As a result of the revision he gets 70--120
iy : ' result of the

and a house allowance of Rs.7/-. The vltimate/revision . I
‘? is to reduce the starting emoluments: from Rs.95/- (Rs.80
P . plus 15)to Rs.77 (Rs.70 plus 7). IS there any other

Py Government servant whose salary has been thus reduced

on account of the revlision? Why should the Pandit alone

be marked out for such step-motherly treatment? G.O.

Nol78(?1nancg)does not require existing incumbents of

5

any other department to obtain fresh quelifications to

meke them eligible for the revised scales of pay. The
case of Pandits and Munshis is the only unfortunate ex-

ception. ' i

| Again in no other branch of the Education Depart-
ment 1s pay fixed according to the qualifications of the
ineumbents. Pay is fixed for the post and not for the

person. This fundamental principle has beeﬁ violated

‘only in the case of Pandits and Munshise.

b 1] : ».
e beg ©te polnt oul the fOIlOWing anomalies which [
may be removed: h

-3 = | <R

1, S.S.L.C plus Vidwan plus Secdndary Training is consi-_
dered equivalent to a degree in the language along

with L.T.

" 5.The S..S.L.C. and the Oriental title have nothing in

common and would be an odd combinatioene. If the
Government's intention is that the Pandits should be
in touch with modern branches of knowledge some gquali-

fication: like the certificate of proficlency in Orientgl
‘learning which is in tume with Oriental learning may

be prescribed.

3. Pandits who are over 45 years of age are refused ad-
mission to Pandit's training while without that train-
ing they are not eligible for promotion to Grade (2)

4. The tutor who is appointed to assist the Pandit in
| correcting exercises gets the grade 80==5==120=-=10--140,
while the Pandit who actually handles classes gets

70--5--126%/30 .
The recent revision has helped only a few persons

possessing First or Second class M.A. or B.A.(Hons.) degree

most of whom are comparatively new comers to the department.

The G.0. has helped them to go up treading on the heads of
their teachers and grand-teachers who are either Third class

W As. or Orlental title holders with long and unblemished
gservice: to thelr credit. That a raw M.A. or B.A.(Hons.)
with a First or Second class: is regarded as better qualified
then a Third ¢lass M.A. or an Oriental title holder who has
peen teaching the college classes for meny years, does not
sound to reason. Is experience of no avail?

The University has wisely prescribed that a Third class
. A. with 7 years experience may be made the Head of the Depart-
ment, while it preé&ribes 4 years gxperience as essentlial for

a First or Second class M.A. before he is made the Head of

the Department. The University allows an Oriental title

holder to hendle all subjects coming under the lenguage
syllabus except translation.. As suech there is no reason

why the existing incumbents who are Third elass M.As. or
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Orientai title holders should not be promoﬁéd;és Lecturers
or Assistany Lecturers. .

The rules followed'by the Government are so rigid
that an (M.A. (Third class) or an Oriental title holder
with even a research degree or some solid work to his
credit is not considered qualified for appointment as
Assistant Lecturer or Leéturer in the langugage. This
kills all incentive for fesearch‘and-original work.

We pray that all Pandits and Munshis posts in
Colleges be abolished forthwith and posts of Lecturers
Assistant Lecturers and Tutors be‘created as in other
subjects. The existing incumbents may be absorbed in
the éédres of Lecturer, Assistant Lecturer and Tutor
taking into consideration thelr service and only the
requirements of the University as far as their qualifi-
cations are concerned. This may be done lmmediately
lest new comers who happen to be First or Second class
M.As. are appointed to the posts of Lecturers and Assistant
Lecturers sanctioned this year.

The rule that one shouldlbe a First or Second
class M.A. gr;B.A. (Hons.) in the language for appoint-
ment as Lecﬁurer or Assistant Lecturer may be insisted
upon only in ﬁhe case of fresh,recruits. The Pandits
and Munshis who have sufficlent experience-ip colleges
may be exempted from this rule. Such a relaxation of

the rule would not be without a parallel. 1lhe following

instances may be gquoted in this connection:-

1. Assistant Lecturers who are only Third Class M,As.

are promoted even to-day to the M.E.S. though
the qualification prescribed for direct reeruit-
ment to the M.E.S. 1s First or Segond Class J, A,
The heads of Departmepts in many colleges in.
cluding the Preslidency College are Third class
Masters of Arts.. The reason underlying this cope
cession is that an Assistant Lecturer and a Lee-
turer are doing for all practical purposes: the

o
AoV '

same kihd of work, though their status and pay differ,
- &nd so if a pérson has been found competent as an
Asst. Lecturer he may be promoted to the M.E.S. This

reasoning will apply ‘equally well or even better to
the Pendits and Munshis also. The Pandit or Munshi

is, and has been doing the same work as that expected .
of a Lecturer or an Asst. Lecturer. He is in sole
charge of Part II. When the Pandit is called & lec-

turer or an Asst. Lecturer his work does not change.

" A1l that happens as a result of the change in the de-
signation, is that the Pandit sheds his inferiority
complex and receives the salary and status which are

due to him and which have been so long unjustly denied
to him.

2. The promotion of Deputy Inspectors and Schools Assistants
with B.A. (Third class) L.T. (Third Class) to the
posts of District Educational Officers whemthe quali-
fication preseribed for direct recruitment is First
or Second class B.A. (Hons.) or M.A, with L.T.

%, Several persons in service h%ye been exempted frqm the L.T.

4. In subjects where qualified hands are difficult to get,
persons not possessing the requisite qualifications
have been appointed.

We further'pray, that the status of languege teachers
should not vary from language to language and from college to
college of the same grade. It i1s gathered that ten M.E.S. posts
have been sanctioned for languages and distributed as follows:-
5 post£;§am11, %3 Posts for Telugu, 1 for lMalayalam, 1 for Urdu.
We wish to point out that on making these appointments; various
enomalies will crop up. Part II languages would be under a
Pandit in some of the colleges, under an Assistant Leecturer in
a few, and under a Lecturer in the rest. This anomelymey be
dvoided and a general principle common to all languages and
colleges be fixed and posts sanctioned accordingly. The prin-
ciple employed to fix the number of Lecturers and Assistant
Lecturers in other subjects must apply equally well to languageg

also. For each subject in which a college offers instructigy

in the B.A., there 1s a Lecturer. Other members of the staff
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