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STARRED QUESTION.

SRI R. SURYAVWARAYANA RAO, M.L.C.
Bducat i n And Public Health Department
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‘“ (¢) Complete information is not available.

“ (d) The answer is in the affirmative.

““(e) to (i) The whole matter is being re-examined by the
Government with reference to representations made by the
presidents, district boards of Ceded districts and Chittoor.

““ (j) The answer is in the negative.”

Sr1 R. SURYANARAYANA RAO :—* May I know from the

Hon. Minister for Education whether he is aware that as a result
of the orders of Government asking the district boards to balance
their budgets, more than 200 schools have been recently closed
down in Anantapur district?

Tre Hon. Srr T. S. AVINASHILINGAM CHETTIAR :—
““ That is the information which I have read in the news-

papers this morning, and more than that Government have
no information.”’

SRl R. SURYANARAYANA RAO :—*‘ Ts it not proper on the
. part of Government to ask these district boards to continue these

© schools without closing them down, when the matter is under
consideration ? *’ .

TeEE Hown. Sk T. S. AVINASHILINGAM CHETTIAR :—
‘¢ The whole matter is under consideration, and I may tell
for the information of the House that the presidents of the
district boards and the Special Officer in charge of the
District Board, Chittoor, waited on a deputation, and these
matters were considered. Certain suggestions were given and
are under the consideration of the Government.’

Sr1 R. SURYANARAYANA RAO :—*“ Is it not more difficult

to re-open the closed schools than to allow the schools to continue
until the matter is finally settled?

THE Hox. Srr T. S. AVINASHILINGAM CHETTIAR:—

“In fact that is one of the suggestions that are under con-
sideration."’

.~ Srr R. SURYANARAYANA RAO:—“In view of the

' information that I have conveyed to the Hon. Minister, will he
issue instructions immediately to district boards not to close down
the schools pending the decision of Government? **

TeE Hon. Srr T. S. AVINASHILINGAM CHETTIAR .
“ It is not even one week, Sir, I speak subject to correction,
since the district board presidents were here, and they were
told that they could readjust the Compulsory Education
Scheme to the already existing scheme instead of Vclosing down
the schools. After having communicated the suggestions in

person, I do not think any purpose will be served by
writing: to them S+

&

again
Sr1 R. SURYANARAYANA RAO :—* May L know whether
1t is a fact that while Government have been asking local bodies fo ™
submit schemes for the expansion of elementary education, they
are at the same time, asking the local bodies to close down the
schools that are already in existence? Does not the Hon. Minister
see some inconsistency in the policy of the Government? ™ :
TeE Hon. Sr1 T, §. AVINASHILINGAM CHETTIAR :—
“ The presumption of the hon. Member is incorrect. The
answer to clause (j) is ‘ the answer is in the negative '.”
SRI R. SURYANARAYANA RAO:—* May 1 bring to the
notice of the Hon. Minister that there is a Government circular
to the district boards, which I have seen, asking them to prepare
a scheme for the expansion of elementary education? "’
Mr. PRESIDENT :—*‘ The present Government? ’’
Srr R. SURYANARAYANA RAO :—* Yes, Sir. after the
Minister has taken charge.’’

Tae Hon. Skr T. §. AVINASHILINGAM CHETTIAR:—
‘““I have nothing more to add to the information I have
already given.”
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