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FROM .
The Honorary Secretary,

. The Tanjore Maharaja Serfoji’s
i Saraswathi Mahal Library, \

~

BP.S. Viswanathan, Esq., I.C.S.,
Secretary, Education & Health Department,
Government of Wadras,
MADRAS.

“~ 1 am emboldened by the new spiris that prevails in our midst to-day
consequent on the advent of a popular winistry to address. you on a subject of
great importance viz., the Tanjore Maharajah Serfoji’s Saraswathi Mahal
Library. This library occupies a fors_zmos_t place among the great libraries of the
world from the point of view of its historical assoclations, of the priceless worth
of the treasures it contains, of t.be popular vegard it has evoked and of 'its
nnique antiguarian ivterest. minent men like Dr. Buhler and Dr. Burnell have
described it to be “perhaps the largest and most important in ghe world”, well-
known to scliolars for she very rare and unique collections it contains “many of
which are quite unknown or procurable only wish great trouble and expense’’s
In fact Dr. Burnell who was appointed by the Gpvemmenb of Madras in G.(Q
No. 71 dated 16th Ma ch 1871 to prepare a catalogue of the manuseripts in the

- library has estimated that at least £ 50,000 would be required to form a collec.
tion simnilar to this library. Since the days of Dr. Burnell a number of private
collections preserved by certain learned families have also been added to the
library. .
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%he palm leaf and paper manuscriptsin this library numbey very nearly
35,000. These collections date from the Nayak kings of Tanjore (1550 A.D.) and
have been added to from time to time during t.he days of the Mahratta kines of
Tanjore, for instance Sahaji Rajah (1711) Tulajaji Rajah (1735) aad the lastoSer-
f0ji (1800-1830 A.D.) Lt was Rajah Serfoji that devoted all his time qpnq resources
to add substantially to the manuscripts and printed books in the library. Thig
library is not merely a treasure hous? of maunuscripts of first rate literary and
historical importance but also contains manuscripts of great value in Meaicine
and Science. It is not as well-knowq to-day, as it shonld be at least in thj
province, that Rajah Serfoji had established an institution called “l)hanvant: S

- Mahal” in which great physicians of the East worked together and pooled ‘thau-
knowledge and recorded the results of their researches ip the m .
enshrined in our library. The medical manuseripts in this libravy provide great
scope for research and for the resuscitation Q.gni?g‘i,@:grls‘ formulae and | ; p-

! tions, peculiarly suited to our country. Many of bhese " presciiptions are tound

| to be efficacions. Similarly our manuscripts in science which lay down the
methods of preparing wany valuable chemicals provide equal scope for research.

anuscripts

Q.—»ﬂesides manuscripts on the a.'bove subjects our library covers g wide
range indeed in subject.vs like Art, Architecture, .Philosoph}-, History, Religion,
Astrology, Music, Military Science, Natural History, Law, Culinavy science,
Sociology, Botany etce These manuseripts are in many languages like Sanskrit
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Telugu, Tamil and Mahratti. A more detailed description of the principal
sections of the library is given below in Appendix A.

his library is managed by a Cowmittee which was appointed by the
Government of Madras in the year 1918. In the said year it was endowed with
a sum of Rupees One Lakh which remains invested in 3% per cent non-termina-
ble Government Paper and the annual interest accruing on this principal amount
is utilised to meet the establishment charges of the library. It is needless to
) state that with this slender income which has to be wholly expended on the

Jany organised scheme of publication of rare manuscripts or to carry on any
/ research work. It was only recently that we launched on a schewe of publication

.~ with a small fund collected locally. A rare and remarkable work in culinary science

entitled BHOJANAKUTHUHALAM had to be handed over to the Travancore
Government for publicatien in view of our financial incapacity to publish it
ourselves. Sackivottama Sir C. P, Ramasami Ayyar has directed the publication
of this work in the Trivandrum Sanskrit Series and the presentation to this
library of a few copies of the book so published. Thus the successful prosecution
of our scheme of research and publication has been impeded by lack of funds,
We find that even during the time of Rajah Sivaji (1833-1855 A. D.) the son of

Serfoji, whose resources were limited, the yearly budget for the Saraswathi
Mahal Library was Rs. 21,589/~. Our scheme of publication and research incly-
ding proper catalogning and preservation of manuscripts will entail an annua]
expenditure of Rs. 14,000 for which figures are given below.

f/ While we have been struggling to carry on this good work with diffi-
calty “and appealing for funds from time to time, a new problem is facing us
to-day and threatens to put an end to all the beneficent activities carried on n
this institution. The Government of India have announced that the non-termi-

}nable 34 per cent Government Paper in which our Endowment amount of One
Lalkh is invested will be terminated, and the vesult is that if the amount is invested
in any other securities the interest it fetches will be far less and our annual Income
will thus be rendered too inadequate to meet sven the establishment charges. It
is in this crisis that I make bold to appeal to you to help us to continue our work
|in this great institution by granting an annusl subsidy of Rs. 11,000/~ (Vide App.

e,

e

B). A comparative estimate of expenditure of similar institutions in this country
will show that this is a very modest estimate, especially in view of the greater
results that will inevitably flow from the successtul prosecution of our research
and publication scheme in medicine and science.

F A detailed description of important aspects of the principal sections is
giver1n Appendix ‘A’ belows The figures relating to the annual expenditure

»and financial requirements are detailed in Appendix ‘B’.  Opinions of renowned

scholars and distinguished men on this library ave set out in Appendix ‘C’
below.

I have the honour to remain,
Sir
Your most obedient Servant,
L s

Hony. Secretary.

Tanjore,
Dated 20-7-1946,

.~ | routine administration of the library we have not been able either to undert&]}'&’\-’i £ ""'
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APPENDIX A

The importance of the several sections of the Manuscripts-
I MEDICINE

The 304 Sanskrit manuseripts with Tamil and Telugu commentaries for

many of them and 195 Tamil manuscripts of this section contain valuable
/ material whose analysis and publication is urgently necessary and useful for

furthering the cause of indigenous medicine and enriching our knowledge of
pharmacopoeia and treatinent. Apart from the publication of these manuscripts
as they are by this library, a special staff of Indian medical licentiates will have
to work for the purpose of analysing the cootents of Mss. and publishing them
in the form of cheap bulletins in all our vernaculars. Among the rare and valu-
able manuscripts with Tamil and Telugu commentaries for many of them that
awalt publication must be mentioned :—

I Sanskrit

a) the ancient samhitas of :—

1) Kasyapa (2) Bharadwaja (3) Vararuchi (4) Bhela (5) Vyasa (of
which Aswayurveda alone is found here and 6) Siddhanagarjuna
which gives prescriptions for diseases and 1miscellaneous recipes for
keeping off mosquitoes, bugs ete.

by the rare commentaries on the classics :—
1) the Ashtangabrdayadipika of Hatakanka.
2) the commentary of Veni Datta on Satasloki of Bopadeva.

¢) the works on Rasaprakriya :—-
1) Anandakanda—"This is an encyclopaedic medical work in the form of a

dialogue betwen Siva and Parvati dealing with metallic
preparations and rare oshadhis.

2) Rasaratnasamuccaya— Author Nityanatha stddha—descriptive medical
treatise dealing with Indian drugs and medical prepa-
rations mainly metallic.

3) Siddhayogaratnavali.
d) treatises on horses, elephants and their diseases.

e) elaborate special treatises on:—

1) the diseases of the eye by Naudikeswara and Kaupalika.
2) Fevers, delirium and nervous debility.
3) dietetics and culinary science.

1) Ayurvedamahodadhi by Sukha—a work dealing with the properties
of articles of food.

11) Bhojanakutnhaiam dealing with several dietetic preparations
written by one Raghunatha—an encyclopaedie author.

f) complete treatises on medicine like

Dhanvantarivilasa~Author Tulajaraja—This is the work of one of the
Ruling Rajas of Tanjore a versatile aathor who wrote works on
Natya, Alamkara and various other subjects.

: This work contains
medical preparations for various dissases.
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) more than 20 manuscripts containing numerous prescriptions with Tamil

and Telugu translations,

h) a number of medical lexicons with T'amil and Telugu equivalents.

II Tamil.

The Tamil manuscripts on medicine which number 195 are equally if
not more valuable than the Sanskrit collection. They comprise: —

1) rare and unpublished samhbitas in the nawes of the siddhas Agastya,
Konganar, Maccha Muni, yoobi Muni, Bhogar, Yakoob ete.

These give valuable yet simple prescriptions for Bhasmas, sinduras
etc. and for the synthetic preparation of chemicals.
Chief amongst them are:—
1) Machha Muni Peru Nool Enncoru-This manusecript gives details of

various kinds of spells and incantations, besides the preparation of
camphor. The author is Machha Muni.

2) Konganar Sarakku Vaippu Noova-Author is saint Konganar, This
manuscript gives detailed information about the prepavation of
various salts, asafoetida ete.

2) The special treatises compossd by the experts of the “Dhanvantari

! Mahal” of Serfoji Maharajah covering the whole range of medicine in about 20

treatises each dealing with a particular topic. Among the manuscripts are found
valuable prescriptions for the more obstinate diseases like cancer, leprosy:
diabetes, Asthina and Tuberculosis. A prescription for softening cancer found
in one of these manuscripts involving the use of rat’s exereta was cariously
enough supported by an Indian I. M. S. Officer who had studied in Edinburgh
who cited his own experimenis in injection of rat’s extracts for the treafiment of
Cancer.
3. Manuscripts containing miscellancous recipes, about sixty in
number, chief amongst them being :—
1) Anubhgga}l \f-ixld?r:m Attavanai-This manuseript gives a description of
. medica preparations from indigenous drugs for various diseases.
o a . v . = 2 o ‘. . . . - . -
1) Vishavaidya Attavanai~This manuscript gives a description of” all kinds
of poison and their treatment.
3) Valdy%. Attamual—Bemdes describing various preseriptions [or vavious
iseases, the manuscript deals with alchemy also.

II. The SANGITA and NA'TYA sections come next with their stock
of about 400 manuscripts, the largest collection in any library on the subject,
The manuscripts many of which have Telugu or marathi commentaries contain
full versions of the Sangita and Natya sampradayas of various periods of our coun-
try collected and composed during the days of King Raghunatha Naik (1633)
and King Sahaji (1711) the greatest patron of arbs and sciences of Tanjore, and
their successors. The musical pieces in these Mss. that await poblication will
be about 5000 in number. The most noteworthy amongst the manuscripts arve :—

1) Nrttaratnavali-=The author according to the colophon seews to be Jayasena
patis He was one of the generals under Ganapati of Kakati family
who ruled in; Warangal and so should have flourished in the 13th
cenbury A, D. The work is not available in p_rim:°

g tiami~ |

2) Sangitadarpana. By Chaturadamodara. The author is also called Hari Bhatta.
The work contains 7 adhyayas of which the first two only are
up to now printed and even that is not available.

3) Sangitamakaranda. By Veda. Shahaji was otherwise called Makaranda
Bhupa and the author says that he was teaching singing to his son
Sambhu when he wrote this and pamed it after his patron. This
Sabaji is no other than the father of the famous Sivaji, and Sam-
bhaji the disciple of Veda is his elder brother. So this author
should have flourished in the early part of the 17th century A. 1D}
The work is not available in print.

4) Sangitaraghavam. This is a work like Gita-Govinda written by one Chinna-
bomwabhupala son of Nalabommabhupala. The story of Ramayana
is depicted in this work. The work is not available in print.

5) Kirtanani. This worl contains a set of songs dedicated to Nataraja in Sans-
krit by one Ambi Sastri. The whereabouts and other particulacs
about the author are not known.

III. The JYOTISHA section contains a large number of unpublished
treatises on (Gnana, Jatakaphala and Prasnaphala including “Poorvaparasarya’;
an ancient classic, “Subodhini” a rare commentary on Brhajjataka and Bhrigu
Samhita 2 nadi grantha very aseful for the inductive study of Astrology. A re-
markable work in this section is—Inakularajatejonidhi—cowmposed by King Tula-
jaraja of Tanjore the author of Sangita Saramrta and several other works. 1t is
said that this work was composed after consulting some standard works on Astro-
logy. The work contains 1-12 adhyayas and isnot available in printe

1V. The MANTRA section is an immense collection with about 8000
manuscripts gathered from all over India at very great trouble and expense, and
one can easily find here the detailed rules of every known vidhana of every
mantra. There are at least a dozen cyclopaedic works on all the saubjects like the
“Prapanchasarasangraha’ of Girvanendrasaraswathi containing 16000 granthas
which await publication. There is a remarkable treatise in this section on the arts
to be learnt by an Emperor and it is called “Samrajyalakshmipithika”. The ma-
nuscript bears the name of Tuiaja Maharajah.

V. The DHARMA SASTRA section contains a good number of digests
not to be found elsewhere in our country and also original swrties with more
than one recension. The Karma vipaka section is uniquely rich and varied.
The following are among the important works in this section.

@ Stridharma Paddhati. This is a rare work of Tryambaka Raya
Makhbin not found elsewhere. This worl it is said is written by
the author at the request of his mother who wanted her son to
compose a work exclusively on the duties of women.

(2) Acharanavaneetam. Author Appadhnvarin. This is a famous worlk
on Dharma Sastra by one Appadhvarin a native of Mayavarain.
It is said that the author when he came to witness a sacrifice
performed by Tryambaka Makhin was reqaested by King
Shahaji—the ruler of Tanjore to write a workon Dharma Sastra.
The author’s son had also a band in the composition of the work.

?
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(3) Rajadbarmasarasangrahy of Tulaja Maharajah. This is a work on

Niti sastra by Kine Tyl ; i
s = ) 20g Tulaja of Tanjore. This work is g i-
lation from various WorksJ Tanjore, T compi

VI. The SILPA section contains all the ancient samhitag op

architecture, sculpture and painting gome . i
: e of whic e to be foun ]
this library. Chief amongst them ;re:_ Stimibichisate d only in

(1) Visvakarmasilpam—T}

! is is ¢ iz Pl St is &
i 1s a work on Architecture and is attributegd

tect Visvakarman.
(2) Sarasvatiyachitrakaring, Sastram
sculpture and paintip i
work is not available

This is a Samhita oy -
§ accompanied by Tamil meaning, The
in print.
(3 Vimana vidya or Parasara Sammhita an ancient work on the e
of towers and canopi : A Ucture
Ples found only in this library.

' VII. fI‘he KAVYA section contfains rare commentaries
The Gita Gox’lgda for instance hag five or six unpublished comme :
including one which gives the Abhinaya for every phrase of all the Verss‘tanes
songs. The Kavya section contains also ghe vich fraition of the poetic ”ens‘ and
our country in Sanskrit, Telugu and Tamil under the liberal ])LLtl'OI]&n—: ;us of
Nalk_ and Mahratta Lkings. It is g fact not generally Lknown th(;t o the
flourished with special state patronage in Tanjore ?or at loant bWO Centiypja.

a half during the days of the Naik kings as well as those of Mahratta kiuii and
were all no mean scholars and poets in'Telugu. The Telugu section hereOh- Who
rich that the Andhra University has recently appointed two copyists to . 'S s0
mapuscripts of Telugu poetry. The more important of the Kavyas thrttopy the
publication are: — TT Awaig

=
-Pe]IIgu

(1) Kathatrayi. Y'Fhis 1s a slesha kavya dealing with the St
Rama, _Ixnshna and the Pandavas similar to the Yadavaraones ok
pandawya. Each stanzg ig capable of three-fold inggy. ha,va.
applicable tq Rama; Krishng, and Pandavas l'espectiVell‘eta'tion
author of this work is called Chidambara Kavi.  The Cy._ The
pz}1‘y.A1~tha1)ra@.1pika 1s presumably by the son of Ch.>olvulnen-
Kavi—Anantanarayans. 1dambara,

(2) Kusakomudvatiyam. The author of this work is one Atirag,,
thp younger brother of the famous Nilakanta Dikshitg, :‘y&jvan
o th?‘ brother of Appayya Dikshita. The work dealg ’ b_.‘r‘mds(,n
marriage of Kusa son of Rama with Kumudvati a n‘aé.’a;“lth

The Wotlk 1o 0o Ak : _ e
The work is not available in print.

pl‘inQeSs

(3) Viddhasalabhanjikavyakhya, By Sundari and Kamalg,
and Kamala were the wives of Ghanasyama, The Worlk ildund&l‘i
wise called ()hama,tkara,ranjiui or Sundari Kamaliyay, S Othe,.
another commentary by Ghanasyawma for the a'b()ve Cre g

Pranapratishta. Calleq
(4) Navagrahacharitam. The author of this work is Gbanasy&ma
" . 5 . ” & 1 % o T
work deals with the stories relating to Navagrahas. Lhe

(@) Alamkararatnakara. This is u work on Alamkara Bastrg by, «.
narayana Dikshita of Tunjore who was patronised by the 'i"agu&“

=
lugy

<
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The work is written after the model of

Naik king Raghunatha. ‘ |
R ost all the stanzas praise the achieve-

Prataparudriya and al
ments of Raghunatha.
VIII. The VEDIC section contains valuable manuscripts pertaining

to all the four vedas and the six angas ga.thered from various sources, both in
South India and Northern India; and those pertaining to Sama Veda and Srauta

manuals are specially rare and noteworthy-

IX. The PURANAS, RAMAYANA and MAHABHARATA sections
contain a large number of recensions of the works vand easily lend themselves to
critical editions of works like the Ramayana and Skandapurana; thex:e are rare
commentaiies on the Ramayana and on the more abstruse ‘portlons of the
Mahabharata, and exhaustive collections from the P:l‘ra-na,s_and Ma]‘mbharata on
particular topies like Dharma, Artha, Kawa, Moksha, 51"‘&3 Lila, ete. ete. The.sec-
tion contains also very large number of s_thalapuranas which are valuable as histo-
rical material and as the mythology cherished by the p_eople of tlje locarhty con-
cerned. Aun important comwmentary oo L{an;xayafna is DHARM.AKU J?AM. by
Tryambakaraya Makhin inclucating the mokai and}'ellgllous.teachmgs contained
in the epic. The author was a minister of Sarabhoji of Tanjore.

X. The VYAKARANA section is specially rich in as much az the

private library of an eminent Vaiyakarana family has been presented to the

library.

XI. The Vedanta, Mimamsa, Nyaya and Yoga sections contain many
worlks, large and small of all the schoo!s that are not to bg found elsewhere. Qne
which this library contains 1s an a_nqleut commenta;ry called PHAT,A-
o Mimamsa sutras of Jaimini. Dr. Burnell is of opinion that i
o kuown to usonly by nawe.

rare work
VATI on the Purv
is the vrtti of Upavarsh
: XII. The LEXICON sectionis a qnique.pollection with about a hund-
ved authors dealing with Sanskrit vocabx'lla,‘ry in all. 1ts aspects and classi.ﬁcatio[]s_
A noteworthy work is an exhaustive dictionary in palmleaf manuseript of the

names of drugs in Sanskrib with Tamil and Telugu equivalents.

XIII. The AGAMA section contains almost all the sawhitas of the

Awvamas both Saivite and Vaishnavite and also many unpublished wanuals by
i o
later authors.

XIV. The Tamil section contains unpublished portions of classies like
Perundevanar Bharatam, commentary on the classics like the Kamba Ramayang,
and several original compositions like Pillai, Tamizh, Ula, L"auu’ Kuravanji, etc.
There are also a number of works in prose and poetry pertaining to Christianity,

XV. The Marathi section contains innumerable Padas by saints ung
devotional poets and translations of classics and technical literature from Sanskrit,

We have thus a very large number of manuscripts that have to he
analysed and publisked with critical notes.

B it
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APPENDIX B | APPENDIX-C @\
The total staff required for the pteservation, cataloguing, research and . , ' " \

publication of the manuscripts and the yearly expenditure for their salary and ' Extracts from the Visitors Book: -

EEIECEUERORER 505 Sl T | T/l Dr. S.N. Sen, Director of *[t is the duty of every public-spirihed Indian

“ Archives, Govt. of India, to see that these rare Mss. do nob suffer for

Staff No. Grade Average Total  Dearness ; / ~__New Delhi. (28 —12—1945) lack of funds.”
Amount Allowance c \ iy L : : :

A. Permanent staff for the ' ] 2. Sri. B. V. Krishna Rao, “This 1s one ol the world’s magnificent
preservation and Issue of » “ M. A., B. L., Commissioner, collections of books. And particularly the
Mss. and copies :— | @ H. R. K. Board, Madras. Aundhras are orateful to the custodians of

: vy e (23—10—1943) this priceless treasure for preserving for them
Iinbrarian 1 60-100 80 80 15 some of the ravest and choicest poetical works
Asst. Librarian 1 40- 60 50 50 15 in their language.”

Peons 4" 15-'925 20 30 4x15.60 : 3. Sri. M. M. Mehta. «This is the most splendid library I have

(3—4—1943) ever visited.”
Copyists for the preserva-

tion of decaying Mss. and ( 4, sri. T S. Tirumaurti. I hope medical research workers will utilise
supplying copies to the 5 25- 40 32 1621 5x15-75 Retd, Principal, Stanley the rare Tamil works collected in this
public

[ Medical College, Madras. library. ”’
(28—3 — 1942)

B. Staff for Publication, re-
search and supplemental

!'5 5. Sri.R.Subba Rao, M.A,L.T.,, “It behoves the higher authorities especially
cataloguing : —

Vice-president, Andhra the Provincial Govt. and the three chief Uni=

: Historical Research Society, versities of this Presidency to constitute sufli-

1 60-100 80 80 15 : ; Rujahmundry.(27-10_1941) (}:Girens fl:mdls to pt'lbi?sh in toto the invaluable
, . easures kept here.

Kdicor for the Publication
and for the Journal

LN
Copying Pandits for the 7 ' o | |
publication and for cata- 2 30- 50 40 30 91530 | 6, Sii. K@ma‘laua:yau Bajaj It is very sa_nhsf;mtory to see that such
loguing. — i (13—12—1941) valuable Mss. in different languages are SO
Watchmen SN2 131 401 3<15-45 well preserved.
Sweeper y ¢ x
per 1 5 5 5 3 7. Sri. K. Balasabramania «If more funds are endowed, the very valuable
Total Establishment charges per month 578 and 258 il Ayyar, B. A, B. L., Mss. it contains way be brought to light in
- , . P : ~ Advocate, Mpylapore. print. I wish the funds will be forthcoming.
Total Establisbment charges per year 836 x 12 Rs. 10032 ‘ (6—6—1941)
Other Expenses :— Purchase of Books 400 8. C. R. Narayana Rao, Bsq., “South India must be proud of this library.”
Copies of Mss. from other libraries ' 200 . Retd. Principal, Central
_ 1 College, Bangalore. s
Stationery and contingencies 400 TR . . o
it 9. (Syi.) Jadanath Sirear, Kt., “The only suggestion we can make 1is:-the
Cost of printing and paper for publication 3000 ‘1 \ “1. B. & parby. publication of the wmore precious Mss. in some
: ' Zaift: WA S 4-12-—1940 Qanskrit Series or by the Madras Gover 1
Total Expenditure Rs. 14032 a ) ‘ iy
) | 15 T 10, Ganga Prasad, Tsq. , .R_etd«, «In no other library h’ave I scen such |afge
/; The present income of the library is the interest Chief«Tusti@ & Ex-Minister, num?q of \LIssbl\;L ha:)p(: it will péceive
/| received at 33 per cent Government Paper on the Tehri, Garwal btgte. %Lreatu‘t a»'ttm;,l.on oth from the pul)jgland the
l  face value of Rs. 1,08,500/- Rs. 3759 : (Ri==2 L) ks
r i . : | 11. Margaret 1. Cousins. «The whole library iga twsas house of
|| The above 3} per cent Government Paper, if termi- mg?lg__lo—lgsg) R e Y 19 {peasure
I| nated will have to be invested in 3 per cent Govt. ' ,
r}’ of Indis loan and then the net interest will be Rs. 3222 12. Sii. A. 8. Sahajananda, “This is the most yqjaable freasure-house of

o

' M. L. A, (A7—7—-1939.) the Lawil Land, ‘cmusla.tod from Tamil.)
So the awount of subsidy needed by the library annually Rs. 11000 (
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a1 Dr.

|

18. L. Morin, 5

13. P.Sambamurthi, Esq,, Head

of the Department of Music

& President, Faculty of Fine

Arts, Madras- University.
(31—12—1938)

14. George S. Avundale, Esq.,

President, Theosophical So-
ciety, Adyar, Madras.
(15—12—1938)

B. Pattabhi Sita-
ramayya. (5-12-1937)

16. G. F. Rogers, Esq., Caies

College, Cam bridge.
(22—11—1935)

17. Svi. P.V. Kane, M.A., LI M.,

Advocate, Bombay.
(29—5—1939)

=[ 10:]—_

“I long for the day when all the valuable Mss.
on Music will be published for the benefit of
the world at large.”

“We were deeply impressed with its wealth
and value. We hope thatin due course much

of its lore may be made available to the
World.”

“Now is the time for the Madras Ministry to
take on hand the task of conserving this noble
collection, this rich heritage of the nation, by
making its exploration a charge on the
Educational Department. The Ministry that
revives and protects Khaddar must make
Indian renaissance many-sided and ful] by
reviving the knowledge of medicine, Astrology,
the science of Horses and all the Chatusshast;

(64) kalas of this sacred land embedded in this
libtary.”

N
s

“A wonderful collection which should be bettey
known.?*

“l am glad I had an opportunity of visiting
the far-famed Saraswathi Mahal Library
of Tanjore. The library contains a very
varied and unique collection of Sanskrit Mss.
both in palm leaf;and in paper. It containg

- wany Mss. in Marathi and Telugu......There is

Rue Marie
Davy, - PARIS. 14.
(14—5-1934)

hardly any otherlibrary which contains such a
collection of Mss. in several languages....Many
works require to be published as early as
possible. ‘More money must be forthcomine
in order to increase the utility of the librar;
by enabling the trustees of the library to
undertake publication on a large scale. Suclx
patronage can only come from the Government
or some of the states interested in Oriental
Culture, or from merchant princes. I earnestly
hope that this will happen in the near future.”

“It is with the greatest interest that I visited
this library. 1 cannot help regretting that so
many treasures still remain hidden to many
scholars who could appreciate them and make
full use of them for the benefit of Indign
Culture. I sincerely hope that more will be

done in future to publish critical editions of
the Mss.

5

9.

20.

24.

25.

26.
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Profit (Otto! Sheinie ENTLDY
German University, Prague,
Czechoslovakia.

(25—4—1932)

K. S. Mhaskar, Hsq., M. D,

M. A., B. Sc., Haffkine In-

stitute, Bombay.
(3—1.-<1931)

. T. M. Narayanaswami Pillai,

Ksq., President, District
Board, Trichinopoly.
(30—12—192¢)

M.A. Manickavelu, M. L. C.,
(17—12—1928)

Sri Tej Bahadur Sapru.
(27 —9—1928)

Sri M. Patanjali Sastii,
B- A,, Bo Ll, (21""1"‘1928)

Sri C.P, Ramaswawi Ayyar.
(1—12—1928)

D. N. Pal, Late Hony.

Secretary, Ram Mohan

Library, Calcutta.
(18—12—=1924)
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ROR tﬁé‘ﬁ%ﬁ may be able to proceed in

her wonderful wliléin making accessible the

&

treasures of thig)Saraswathi Maligl '{o_@e.,w'{

learned World.”

down in this pleasant library and attempt to
decipber scme ancient works on Ayurveda
which are preserved here with such great
care.”’

“Efforts must be made to make it more useful
and to see that the rich heritage of our country
1s not lost.”’

«Useful collection of ancient literature, dealing
with varied topics from high philosophy to
veterinary and other subjects. Some of them
will be useful if translated.”

“I have no doubt a research scholar in Indian
Calture will find in this library a good deal
which he will not ind elsewhere.”

“The laborious work of making copies from
old Mss. deserves all praise. May I humbly
suggest that means should be found to carry
on the work of publication of these rare and
ancient works alongside of their preservation.”
“.ec.osThe library is a rare heritage which
deserves to be widely known and lovingly
cherished.”

“I think the authorities ought to print some
of the most useful and rare books for the
benefit of the readers and scholars.”

(True copy)

S vyo ala

Hony. Secretary,
T. M. S. 8. M. Library Committee, Tanjore.
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sdvocate, T ANJ O R E. |

§li, !* Fa i J ?

] send herewith our Memorislis To ﬂﬁe Hon'bie

ministers for Education and rublic Health. May 1 request you to
torward them with your commendation of the objects set forth in our

flemmorials? No one knows better than you do how invaluable this

Library is and what great purpose it could be made to serve if"
adequate resources are placed at its disposal. I shall be greatly
indebted to you il you stress the importance ol the institution
from the point of view of Medicine and Science and of general
educational importarnce. You may Know PH%PfWe?had to hand over
a great work BHOJ ANAKUTUHALAN to the Ergyahcpre Government fax

for publication yu thanks to our financiél position. With great
difficulty we have just gucceeded 1in publisﬁing a literary work

%0 that it might be prescribed as a text-book and a Little income
might be derived tperefrom. 1 would like you in general to point

out that this library ig one ot the wonders ol the World.

Thanking you in anticipation.

Yours sincerely,

= G o e

Hony. Secretary,

V.So TOMQSQSO!‘B.O Libr&ry Comlthae‘
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AT Sl KGN0, B748-G.4 /46 ‘ .
5 0ffice of the -
‘Director of public instruction,
wadras, Dated 21-11-1946,

: ] . l *
i DS .R.U.Savoor, i.d., D, Sed, L.EJ8E, e
Director of Publie Instruetion, Madras. A F
‘ i o “C%.v‘\ ! ] 1 f,"’ l*\
iNe-Secretary to Goveranment, ‘
“ Bducation and Public Health Department, §A ']/

sub: Grant -The Tanjore iaharaja Serfoji‘s saraswathi m;
Mahal Library, Tanjore, : T 1y T
welf: Govt, ILndt No.434-59’-0.2/116—1 Bin dated ]70-8619!;6, € AS TS

: . A :::Lu resubmitting herewith the appeal of the Hony Secretary

4 m& a4 2037146 referred for my remarks i have the honowr to state
- ; ~ag follows: : ’@J"/‘ : :

) 5(7,’.’: ,:_;.»'7;; This Library 1s one of the oldest éyi’bra'pies occupying a

: /,@ wiique position and in“thelr order No0,1122 mise L (B) dated -
28-5-1927 Government had also recognised that this desserves eXcep-
£ ) ticnal treabment, Again in G.0,No,Ms.2019 Lian dated 18-10-1940 a
ji &/,32:'&3 / gpecial gramt of Re,1500/- was given to tide over the fTinancial
1.3 ericis temporar,g,(z{. .

3 _Considering the value of fthe manueripts aml the nxzfwik- »
usefulness to the public it is necessary that special conside- "%
ration is given to this library till the whole of its old manus-

Icripts are brought out to conform to modern conditions and the

earlier thig work is finished the better,

; ; whe Ut .Bdl,0 fficer, Tanjore who was requested to send a
gyeci@g reporty states that 1T the work is 1 more valwable
manuseripts may perish. L thereTore consider that there is a '

Tif case Tor Governient to sanction a special grant and L re- .

commend a sum of R5.10,000/~ Tor the pwechase, ¢ ,f,wg,,l; ?\*im (hotie ¥

t

I-’“ & w.
Relevs _i 4 enclose for the perusal of Governmeut a cOpy of the
o owDigtMict ?§11m~ational Officer' g report, ‘ 7

F ot
.:‘ A "" | N?II"JIN W ] WO
¥, R e 1 \ FHER-ENE) ¢

Tor Director of rublic Instruction.

ST report of the
55" bopy of the /Dt.Bal.Officer, Tanjore , RC.n0,2190-/46 dated 22-9-46.

90 e

-_},' Submitted to the Director of Publio'Instructi"On, madras throug]{
the Divigional Tnspector of S chools, Madura with the following ‘

3 §
1\ report o ) 14
o . 2= gonstitut ion and management, The library is managed by a E
S § comiittee appointed by Government in 1918, The Secrebary is |
- however nomindted by G overnment onerin five vears. - ‘
N 2_ Gontents of the Library: The Savaswabhi mehal Library {
contéing about 35,000 manuscripts in Sanskrit, Te lugu i
Mahratti and Tamil, The manuseripts are in palm-leal and n
in paper, Besides these manuscripta there are about 6000 S

books magazines and reviews in English, Tamil, Telugu aml
Mahratti, many of these books are sald to be cocllections

of maharaja Serfoji and are original books of greab authord.
The manuscripts contain matter of great interest on all topics,

sueh agHistory, wedicine, archeology, Astrology, Dietetics etc,
vwhi‘ch if published will prove af great interest.

(et #PH Jopl)
7=
For bt 4ok’

' The work of cataloging the manuscripts ‘was unl ertaken
duringﬁfﬁe yearst 1929-1931 aml Government sanctioned special
grants for the catalouging work by employing special gtafl-

) Vide Govermment lether 2586-6-29-1 dabted R6-1-1929, 401 C/32 A}

7 dated 1-5-1980 §,0,No,481 Edn dated 4-3-30 and & Q."‘T"D-'-i!“ 'Jaf;a ke )

; 17, ® Ein dated 12-5=1930, '‘he work of eatal onging \:)E)k.ﬁe\iel}:n a [55 f o \
o J,,f years, the catalogue ran into 17 big volumes, : S \= 4

»B f wl ™ 1
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‘ ;i Financial position of the ILibrary: The library hag an
. ~ZSndowment invested in Government of India loans to the face
| value of Rs.l,08,500/- . Besides this, there is no other income
either by way of fees, donations, contributions ete,. Phisg
endowme nt was fetching an annual interecst of Rs.5000/— when

the interest wag 5 percent bub now the rate of interest hag
been reduced to & percent, The income of the library hags been
reduced to about Rs.83000/- ber annum, This income is harely
gsufficient to maintain the minimum egtablishment only.
- /

.géiEstablishment: The original egbtablishment of the library
consisted of the fTollowing . ‘

Manager Ba. 8500 .0
Senior randit Rg S A58t L0 @
Junior prandit Bagepa821 0 4.0
Junior Pandit LHgMa 30 80" S0
h accountant s, 82 0 0
Vernacular assistant RaE22 0 0
Copyists 3 at 17 Rsd51 0.0
d-o0- Suat,l6 X Ro, 88 0 0O
Peong avat. 17 Raltgd:. 0 0
-do=- 1 at 14 R, 14 0O O
-do- T Rz, 13 0 0
Sweeper kg 4 0 0
Waterman ° fideh e D)

: 8 O
Honorariwn to Seeretary Rg, 50 0 O

But when Government of india reduced the interest Trom

5 percent %o d¢ percentin 1940, the 1ibrary coudd not
/ir:ﬁeei ggg/exginQ1ture éo 30 Government sanctioned a grant of
( S.1, = U, 0,00,2019 Edn and Publi alt ‘

37 18-10-1940 to enablle them t pecstieb b il o
~ the contuittee effect

ments to limit their

o balance the bulget, Therealfter ‘ ' ‘
ed Some retrenchment in their establish-
expenditwe tothe incone,

()

[

Librarian . Rg: 61
. Pandit Rs: 26 8 8
; Pandit g f8 ot o)
' Copist 2 and 17 ks, 34 O 0
!i goplest 2 % 1@ . ° Raj 32'0 00
| Peong : ’ Reg 17 SRENA0
s ‘ Rs, 14 O O g
y R.g.100 0.0
| Waterman 3 x X% 7 Re, 2L O D
] Sweeper S w4 @0 i
267 8" 0

The establishment 1S Mmow paid m a Dearmess allowance of
Rs.O/— and 8 omnly, The secretary is now working without any
Honorarium, e
”22 The necessity for extra starffl: It is atated that the
present stalfl is most inadecuate even o look alfter the
routine work of the library such as preservation and care
of the library, 4t present only manuscripts which can no
longer be preserved 4T copled, The work of Gopying one
manmoeripta takes, it is gtated, about 6 months, In the RARE same
way the work of dusting by the present menial stafl takes
© months for ome round, If this state of affairs ig allowed to
, continue, it may not be posaible to preserve mani v;luabl l
y ﬂf)oumen’hs which are on the verge of delay. i 4
Y &= The Committee now wants to tak o0 ik
W meraerivte, thate Sanervabton o
R R R L e "’“LT:‘Q"” i) S S ey e '

| work of publientiom . § &

e

R~ - —

etc, in an organised manner, OConsidering the number and il
nature of the manuscripts to be copied and pub}lqhed, 1t.1:
guite essential to employ a staff of Well qu?llf%Fd panﬂ1¥u,
one pandit in each language of Sanskr%t, Tgmll, -.elugg anf
yahratti and an editorial stafdf, BeSld%S thece xmE®E there 25
should be a librarian and clerical staff for the management
and routine administration of the library. The secreﬁa?y o
congiders that considering the nature and maghitude ox'the ngk
to be undertuken the staflfl reguireq by them and Appendix B ?L N
the wemoranium is the absolute minlmnm_anﬂ that thgﬁscale PlOgoued
for them cannobt be still reduceq. AR A very doubklglfyhethel
well gualified pandits for copying work will come for the low
pay offered to them,

i %‘l‘he work of copying and publication of all mgmu‘:-crlpt:} or ‘_
at least the more important and valuable mapuscrlpts may Hake Qi
least 10 years and it may be neecess Ty to employ the_unael-
(. GUAll for this periodl besides the permanent
stafl: 7

prezenk Permanent stalfl:
1, Librariang
2. Accountant-Clerk, \
3. 4 Copying P-anlits for pregervation

% R of manuscripts.
. o 4, Peons, Watchman etec.
¥ SRR Y " 5, conbingent expenditure
Y BEaitorial staff:
' 1L Bditior, ’ :
‘ ’ ' 2. 4 panilits for copying and publication I

.3, Charges Tor printing ete.

Even grantiﬁg the minimam salary as prevalent in phe Govt !
. Ooriental manuscripts Library, madras the annual expgndltgr@ on :
the 1ibrary may not be less than Bx, 15,000/-. Against this,
there 1o an income of about Rs,5000/- (Rs, Three thousand ) from
" the annual interest aml a probable ;ncome which w1%l be.varylng
from the sale of books and publications to other llbrayles

and general public ,

R

eig;ﬁhder.the circumctances stated above, and consideping the
importance anl the usefulness of the work proposed to be dome
‘by the Committee, it is recommended that the .Government shoula
aid the library to the extent of the ull amount of Rks,11,000/-
needed and requested far, : 3 _

A b a1 e s S TR
(TRUE COPY )
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FROM . .
The Honorary Secretary, 6«/" m ZNLUYE:(;]/AW
The Tanjore Maharaja Serfoji’s I o'\}/’ .\E‘P b
Saraswathi Mahal Library, /(7] ‘
TANJORE. J\\)'t

TO
The Hon’ble Sri T. S. Avinasilingam Chettiar,

i (L yien !
i e

@

~

7.

\
Minister for Education, Government of Madras, \\)\\

Fort St. George, MADRAS.

1 am emboldened by the new spirit that prevails in our midst to-day
consequent on the advent of a popular ministry to address you on a subject of
oreat importance viz., the Tanjore Maharajah Serfoji's Saraswathi Mahal
Library. This library occupies a foremost place among the great libraries of the
world from the point of view of its historical associations, of the priceless worth
of the treasures it contains, of the popular rvegard it has evoked and of its
anique antiquarian interest. Ewminent wmen like Dr. Buhler and Dr. Burnell have
described it to be “perhaps the largest and most important in the world”, well-
known to scholars for the very rare and unique collections it contains “many of
which are quite unknown or procurable ouly with great trouble and expense’s
In fact Dr. Burnell who was appointed by the Government of Madras in G. O
No. 71 dated 16th March 1871 to prepare a catalogue of the manuscripts in the
library has estimated that at least £ 50,000 would be required to form a collec-
tion similar to this library. Since the days of Dr. Burnell a number of private
collections preserved by certain learned families have also beep added to the
library-.

The palm leaf and paper manusctipts in this library number very nearly
35,000. These collections date from the Nayak kings of Tanjore (1550 A.D.) and
have been added to from time to time during the days of the Mahratta kings of
Tanjore, for instance Sahaji Rajah (1711) Tulajaji Rajah (1735) and the last Ser-
foji (1800-1830 A.D.) It was Rajah Serfoji that devoted all his time and resources
to add sabstantially to the manuscripts and printed books in the library. This
library is not merely a treasuve house of manusecripts of first rate literary and
historical importance but also contains manuscripts of great value in medicine
and Science. Itis not as well-known to-day, as it shonld be at least in this
province, that Rajah Serfoji had established an institution called “Dhanvantari
Mahal” in which great physicians of the Bast worked together and pooled their
knowledge and recorded the results of their researches in the manuscripts
enshrined in out library. The medical manuscripts in this libravy provide great
scope for research and for the resuscitation of indigenous formulae and prescrip-
tions, peculiarly suited to our country. Many of these preseriptions are found
to be efficacious. Similarly our mabuscripts in science which lay down the
methods of preparing many valuable chemicals provide equal scope for research.

Besides manuscripts on the above subjeets our library covers a wide
range indeed in subjects like Avt, Arclitecture, Philosopby, History, Religion,
Astrology, Music, Military Science, Natural History, Law, Culinary science,
Sociology, Botany etc. These manuscripts are in many languages like Sanskrif



Dated 20-7-1946,

= 2g=

Telugu, Tamil and Mahratti. A more detailed description of the principal
sections of the library is given below in Appendix A.

This library 1s managed by a Cowmibtee which was appointed by the
Government of Madras in the year 1918. In the said year it was endowed with
a sum of Rupees One Lakh which remains invested in 3% per cent non-termina-
ble Government Paper and the annual interest accruing on this principal amount
1s utilised to meet the establishment charges of the library. It is needless to
state that with this slender income which has to be wholly expended on the
routine administration of the library we have not beea able cither to undertake
any organised scheme of publication of rare manuscripts or to carry on any
research work. It was only recently that we launched on a scheme of publication
with a small fund collected locally. A rare and remarkable work in culinary science
entitled BHOJANAKUTHUHALAM had to be handed over to the Travancore
Government for publication in view of our financial incapacity to publish it
ourselves. Sachivottama Sir C. P, Ramasami Ayyar has directed the publication
of this work in the Trivandrum Sanskrit Series and the presentation to this
library of a few copies of the book so published. Thus the successful prosecution
of our scheme of research and publication has been impeded by lack of fungs,
We find that even during the time of Rajah Sivaji (1833-1855 A. D.) the son of
Serfoji, whose resources were limited, the yearly budget for the Saraswathi
Mahal Library was Rs. 21,589/-. Our scheme of publication and research inclu-
ding proper cataloguing and preservation of wanuscripts will entail an annual
expenditure of Rs. 14,000 for which figures are given below.

While we have been struggling to carry on this good work with diffi-
calty and appealing for fands from time to time, a new problem is facing us
to-day and threatens to put an end to all the beneficent activities carried on in
this 1nstitution. The Government of India have announced that the non-termj-
nable 34 per cent Government Paper in which our Endowiment amount of One
Lakh is invested will be terminated, and the result is that if the amount is investeq
in any other securities the interest it fetches will be far less and our annual 1ncome
will thus be rendered too inadequate to meet even the establishment charges. It
is in this orisis that I make bold to appeal to you to help us to continue our work
in this great institution by grauting an annual subsidy of Rs. 11,000/~ (Vide App.
B). A cowparative estimate of expenditure of similar institutions in this country
will show that this is a very modest estimate, especially in view of the greater
results that will inevitably flow from the successful prosecution of our research
and publication scheme in medicine and science.

A detailed deseription of important aspects of the principal sections is
given in Appendix ‘A’ below. The figures relating to the annual expenditure
and financial requirements are detailed in Appendix ‘B’, Opinions of renowned
scholars and distinguished men on this library are set out in Appendix ‘C’
below.

I have the honour to remain,
Sir
Your most obedient Servant,

Tanjore,
Hony. Secretary-

S . LGvpohas—

ey

APPENDIX A

The importance of the several sections of the Manuscripts.
I MEDICINE.

The 304 Sanskrit manuscripts with Tamil end Telugu commentaries for
many of tbem and 195 Tawil manuscripts of this section contain valuable
material whose analysis and pablication is urgently necessary and useful for
furthering the cause of indigenous medicine and enriching our knowledge of
pharmacopoeia and treatinent. Apart from the publication of these mwanuscripts
as they are by this library, a special staff of Indian medical licentiates will have
to work for the purpose of analysing the cootents of Mss. and publishing them
in the form of cheap bulletins in all our vernaculars. Among the rare and valu-
able manuscripts with Tamil and Telugu cominentaries for many of them that
awalb publication must be mentioned : —

I Sanskrit

a) the ancient samhitas of :—

1) Kasyapa (2) Bharadwaja (3) Vararuchi (4) Bhela (5) Vyasa (of
which Aswayurveda alone 1s found here and 6) Siddhanagarjuna
which gives prescriptions for diseases and miscellaneous recipes for
keeping off mosquitoes, bugs ete.

by the rare commentaries on the classies :—
1) the Ashtangahrdayadipika of Hatakanka.
2) the commentary of Veni Datta on Satasloki of Bopadeva.

c) the works on Rasaprakriya -
1) Anandakanda —This is an encyclopaedic medical work in the form of a

dialogue betwen Siva and Parvati dealing with metallic
preparations and rare oshadhis.

2) Rasaratnasamuccaya— Author Nityanatha siddha—deseriptive medical
treatise dealing with Indian drugs and medical prepa-
rations mainly metallic.

3) Siddhayogaratnavali.
d) freatises on horses, elephants and their diseases.

e) elaborate special treatises on :—

1) the diseases of the eye by Naudikeswara and Kaupalika.
2) Fevers, delivium and nervous debility.
3) dietetics and culinary science.

i) Ayurvedamahodadhi by Sukha—a work dealing with the properties
of articles of food.

1) Bhojanakutuhalam dealing with several dietetic preparations
written by one Raghunatha—an encyclopaedic author.

f) complete treatises on medicine like

Dhanvantavivilasa-Author Tulajaraja—This is the work of one ot the
Ruling Rajas of Tanjore a versatile author who wrote works on
Natys, Alamkara and various other subjects,

) ‘ This work containg
medical preparations for various dizeases.

Y P
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) more than 20 manuscripts containing nuinerous prescriptions with Tamil
and Telugu tracslations,

b) a number of medical lexicons with T'amil and Telugu equivalents.

II Tamil.

The Tamil manuscripts on medicine which number 195 are equally if
not more valuable than the Sanskrit collection. They comprise: —

1) rare and unpublished samhitas in the names of the siddhas Agastya,
Konganar, Maccha Muni, yoohi Muni, Bhogar, Yakoob efe.

These give valuable yet simple prescriptions for Bhasmas, sinduras
etc. and for the synthetic preparation of chemicals.

Chief amongst them are :—
1) Machha Muni Pera Nool Enncoru-This manuscript gives details of
various kinds of spells and incantations, besides the preparation of
camphor. The author is Machha Muni.

2) Konganar Sarakku Vaippu Nooru-Author is saint Konganar, This
manuscript gives detailed information about the preparation of
various salts, asafoetida etc.

2) The special treatises composed by the experts of the “Dhanvantari
Mahal” of Serfoji Maharajah covering the whole range of medicine in about 20
treatises each dealing with a particular topic. Among the manuscripts are found
valuable prescriptions for the more obstinate diseases like cancer, leprosy,
diabetes, Asthma and Tuberculosis. A prescription for softening cancer fourid
in one of these manuscripts involving the use of rat’s excreta was curiously
enough supported by an Indian I. M. S. Officer who had studied in Edinburgh
who cited his own experiments in injection of rat’s extracts for the treatment of
cancer.

3. Manuscripts containing miscellancous recipes, about sixty in
number, chief amongst them being :—
1) Anubhoga Vaidya Attavanai-This manuscript gives a deseription of
| medical preparations from indigenoas drugs for various diseases.
1) Vishavaidya Attavanai-This manuscript gives a description of all kinds
of poison and their treatment.
3) Vaidya Attavanai-Besides describing various prescriptions for vavious
diseases, the manuscript deals with aichemy also.

II. The SANGITA and NATYA sections come next with their stock
of about 400 manuscripts, the largest ecollection in any library on the subject,
The manuscripts many of which have Telugu or warathi commentaries contain
full versions of the Sangita and Natya sampradayas of various periods of our coun-
try collected and composed during the days of King Raghunatha Naik (1633)
and King Sahaji (1711) the greatest patron of arts and sciences of Tanjore, and
their succcssors. The musical pieces in these Mss. that await poblication will
be about 5000 in number. The most noteworthy amongst the manuscripts are :—

1) Nrttaratnavali—The author according to the colophon seems to be Jayasena
patis He was one of the geverals under Ganapati of Kakati family
who ruled in Warangal and so should bave flourished in the 13tk
century A, D. The work is not available in priut.

2) Sangitadarpana. By Chaturadamodara. The authoris also called Hari Bhatta.
The work conbtains 7 adhyayas of which the first two only are
up to now printed and even that is not available.

~ 8) Sangitamakaranda. By Veda. Shahaji was otherwise called Makaranda
Bhupa and the author says that he was teaching singing to his son
Sambhu when he wrobe this and named it after his patron. This
Sahaji is no other than the father of the famous Sivaji, and Sam-
bhaji the disciple of Veda is his elder brother, So this author
should have flourished in the early part of the 17th century A. 1
The work is not available in print.

4) Sangitaraghavam. This is a work like Gita-Govinda written by one Chinna-
bommabhupala son of Nalabommabhupala. The story of Ramayana
is depicted in this work. The work is not available in print.

5) Kirtanani. This work contains a set of songs dedicated to Nataraja in Sans-
krit by one Ambi Sastri. The whereabouts and other particulars
about the author are not known.

III. The JYOTISHA section contains a large number of uupublished
treatises on Gnana, Jatakaphala and Prasnaphala including “Poorvaparasarya’;
an ancient classic, “Subodhini” a rare commentary on Brhajjataka and Bhrigu
Samhita a nadi grantha very useful for the inductive study of Astrology, A re-
markable work in this section is—Inakula,rajatejonidhi——composed by King Tula-
jaraja of Tanjore the author of Sangita Saramrta and several other works. It 1s
said that this work was composed after consalting some standard works on Astro-
logy. The wotk contains 1-12 adhyayas and is not available in printe

IV. The MANTRA section is an immense collection with about 8000
manuscripts gathered from all over India ab very great trouble and expense, and
one can easily find here the detailed rules of every known vidhana of every
mantra. There are at least a dozen cyclopaedic works on all the subjects like the
“Prapanchasarasangraha” of Girvanendrasaraswathi containing 16000 granthas
which await publication. There is a remarkable treatisein this section on the arts
to be learnt by an Emperor and it is called “Sairajyalakshmipithika”. The ma-
nuscript beavs the name of Tulaja Maharajah.

V. The DHARMA SASTRA section contains a good number of digests
not to be found elsewhere in our country and also original swrties with more
than one vecension. The Karma vipaka section is aniquely rich and varied.
The following are among the important works in this section.

(1) Stridharma Paddhati. This is a rare work of Tryambaka Raya
Malkhin not found elsewhere. This work it is said 1s written by
the author at the request of his mother who wanted her son to
compose a work exclusively on the duties of wowmens

(2) Acharanavancetai. Author Appadhvarin. This is a famous work

on Dharina Sastra by one Appadhvarin a native of Mayavarati.

. It is said that the author when he came to witness a sacrifice
performed by Tryambaka Makhin was requested by King

Shabaji—the ruler of Tanjore to write a workon Dharna Sastra.

The author’s son had also a handin the composition of the work.
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3 Rajadharmasarasangraha of Tulaja Maharajah. This isa work on
Niti sastra by King Tulaja of Tanjore. This work is a compi-
lation from various works.

: VI. The SILPA section contains all the ancient samhitas on
architecture, sculpture and painting some of which ave to be found only in
this library, Chief amongst them are:—

(1) Visvakarmasilpam—This is a work on Architecture and is attributed
to the divine architect Visvakarman.

(2) Sarasvatiyachitrakarma Sastram. This is a Samhita work on
sculpture and painting accowpanied by Tamil meaning. The
work is not available in print.

(3) Vimana vidya or Parasara Sawhita an ancient work on the structure
of towers and canopies found only in this library.

VII. The KAVYA section contains rare commentaries on the classics.
The Gita Govinda for instance has five or six unpublished commentaries
including one which gives the Abhinaya [or every phrase of all the verses and
songs, The Kavya section contains also the rich fruition of the poetic genius of
our country in Sanskrit, Telugu and Tamil under the liberal patronage of the
Maik and Mahratta kings. It is a fact not generally kuown that Telugu
flourished with special state patronage in Tanjore for at least two centuries a:d
a half during the days of the Naik kings as well as those of Mahratta kings who
were all no mean scholars and poets in Telugu. The Telugu section here is so
rich that the Andhra University has recently appointed two copyists to copy the

masuscripts of Telugu poetry. The more important of the Kavyas that await
publication are: —

(1) Kathatrayi. This is a siesha kavya dealing with the stories of
Rama, Krishna and the Pandavas similar to the Yadavaraghava-
pandaviya. Hach stanza is capable of three-fold interpretation
applicable to Rama, Krishna and Pandavas respectively. The
author of this work is called Chidambara Kavi. The commen-
tary Arthapradipika is presumably by the son of Chidambara
Kavi— Anantanarayana.

(2) Kusakumudvatiyam. The author of this work is one Atiratra yajvan
the younger brother of the famous Nilakanta Dikshita, grandson
of the brother of Appayya Dikshita. The work deals with the
marriage of Kusa son of Rama with Kumudvati a naga princess.
The work is not available in print.

(3) Viddhasalabhanjikavyakhya, By Sundari and Kamala. Sundari
and Kamala were the wives of Ghanasyama, The work is other-
wise called Chamatkararanjini or Sundari Kamaliyam. There is
another commentary by Chanasyama for the above called
Pranapratishta.

(4) Navagrahacharitam. The author of this work is (thanasyama. The
work deals with the stories relating to Navagrahas.

L

(5) Alawkararatnakara. This 18 a work on Alamkara Sastra by Yagna-

narayana Dikshita of Tanjore who was patronised by the Telugu

_[7].__

Naik king Raghunatha. The work is written after the model of
Prataparudriya and alwost all the stanzas praise the achieve-
ments of Raghunatha. o

VIII. The VEDIC section contains valuable manuscripts pertaining
to all the four vedas and the six angas gathered from various sources, both in
South India and Northern India; and those pertaining to Sama Veda and Srauta
manuals are specially rare and noteworthy.

IX. The PURANAS, RAMAYANA and MAHABHARATA sections
contain a large number of recensions of the works and easily lend themselves to
critical editions of works like the Ramayana and Skandapurana; there are rare
commentaries on the Ramayana and on the more abstruse portions of the
Mahabharata, and exhaustive collections from the Puranas and Mahabharata on
particular topics like Dharma, Artha, Kama, Mokshu, Siva, Lila, etc. etc. The sec-
tion contains also very large number of sthalapuranas which are valuable as histo-
rical material and as the mythology cherished by the people of the locality con-
cerned. An important commentatry on Ramayana is DHARMAKUTAM by
Tryambakaraya Makhin inclucating the moral and religious teachings contained

_in the epic. The author was a minister of Sarabhoji of Tanjore.

X. The VYAKARANA section ig specially rich in as much ac the
private library of an eminent Vaiyakarana fawily has been presented to the
library.

XI. The Vedanta, Mimamsa, Nyaya and Yoga sections contain many
works, large snd small of all the schools that are not to be found elsewhere. One
rare work which this library contains is an ancient commentary called PHALA-
VATI on the Purva Mimamsa sutras of Jaimini.  Dr. Burnellis of opinion that it
is the vrtti of Upavarsha known to us only by name.

XII. The LIEXICON sectionis a unique collection with about a hund-
red authors dealing with Sanskrit vocabulary in all its aspects and classifications.
A noteworthy work 1s an exhaustive dictionary in palwleaf manuscript of the
names of drugs in Sanskrif with Tamil and Telugu equivalents.

XIII. The AGAMA section contains almost all the samhitas of the
Agamas both Saivite and Vaishnavite and also many unpublished wanuals by
later authors.

XIV. The Tamil section contains unpublished portions of classics like
Perundevanar Bharatamn, commentary on the classics like the Kamba Ramayana
and several original compositions like Pillai, Tamizh, Ula, Pallu, Kuravanji, etc.
There are also a number of works in prose and poetry pertaining to Christianity.

XV. The Marathi section contains innumerable Padas by saints and
devotional poets and translations of classics and technical literature from Sanskrit.

We have thusa very large number of manuscripts that have to be
analysed and publisked with critical notes.
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APPENDIX B » | | APPENDIX.C

Yl ¥
The total staff required for the preservation, cataloguiug,. research and g Fxiracts fromithe Visitors Boolk \\ 3
publication of the manuscripts and the yearly expenditure for their salary and | _

other purposes are detailed below :— 1. Dr. S.N. Sen, Director of “Ttis the duty of every public-spirited Indian

Archives, Govt. of India, to see that these rare Mss. do not suffer for

Staff No. Grade Average Total Dearness ‘ New Delhi. (28—12—1945) lack of funds.”
’ t staff for sh ol allorance | 2, Spi. B. V. Krishna Rao, “This is one of the world’s magnificent
=% Pél?y‘.l?et’? : ad -?1 ; oef % 1 M. A., B. L., Commissioner, collections of books. And particulatly the
%e‘aenad-lon ;?,n_. . i : ; H. R. E. Board, Madras. Andhras are grateful to the custodians of
By o ' (23 —10—1943) this priceless treasure for preserving for them
© Librarian 1 60-100 80 80 15 some of the rarest and choicest poetical works

? in their language.”

Asste. Librarian 1 40- 60 50 50 15 ! guag

P 4 15- 25 20 80 4x15.60 1 3. Sri. M. M. Mehta. “This 1s the most splendid library I have
eons - x15- ‘

(3—4-—1943) ever visited.”
Copyists for the preserva- |

tion of decaying Mss. and 4. Sri. T. 8. Tirumurti “I hope medical research workers will utilise
el ol g ; Retd, Principal, Stanley the rare Tawmil works collected in this
i%%ﬁ)llgm% coengto g o 3 rock ety | ' Medical C-:)llége, Madmg. library. ”’ §
: ‘ (28—3 —1942) /
B. Staff for Pablication, re- ) ' .
search and supplemental , Y S. Sj‘.l.R.Subb‘d. Rao, M.A,L.T.,, “It beho.ves. the higher authorities especially
cataloguing : — ‘ Vice-president, Andhra the Provincial Govt. and the three chief Uni=
P o : ‘ : Historical Research Society, versities of this Presidency to constitute suffi-
Edicor for the Pubhca.bmn% i . Rajahmundry, (27-12-1941) cient funds to publish in fofo the invaluable
and for the Journal 1 60-100 80 80 15 treasures kept here.”
Copying Pandits for the ./ | 6, Sri. Kamalanay Bajay It is ver sabisi 'y S s
e =y : 30 DLle amalavayan DBajaj 1s very satisfactory to see that such
pu.m!C(btlon and for cata-% 21800 -l il 2x15-30 (13—12 —1941) valuable Mss. in different lancuaces arve so
loguing. < Ay vell presetved al
Watchmen 3 12-.15 131 402 3x15-45 i well [ .
Sweeper 1 5 5 5 3 ! 7. Sti. K. Balasabramania “If more funds are endowed, the very valuable
Tot SRR Sl e = N Ayyar, B. A, B. L, Mss. it contains way be bronght to light in
T tntablisin ot glvitp s po ot 578 and 258 ‘ ~ Advocate, Mylapore. print. I wish the funds will be forthcoming,
Total Establishinent charges per year 836 x 12 Rs. 10032 5 : (6—6—1941)
Other Expenses :— Purchase of Books 400 j 8. C. R. Narayana Rao, Bsq., “South India must be proud of this library.”
i ) Retd. Principal, Central
Copies of Mss. from other libraries 200 i College, Bangalore.
Stationery and contingencies 400 ' b 9. Sii. Jadanath Sircar, Kt., “The only suggestion we can make isi-the
_ o 7 : party blication of the more precious Mss. in some
U 't { " o : G o O. I. E- (Sl pallt'}' pu ' ¢ s l J LS o T I
ost of printing and paper for publication 3000 (14—12—1940) Sanskrit Series or by the Madras Government.”

Total Expenditure Rs. 14032

B i

10, Ganga Prasad, HEsq., Retd,, “In no other library have I seen such large

1 Chief Justice & Ex-Minister, nuamber of Mss.......\We hope it will receive
The present income of the libvary is the interest

Tehri, Garhwal State. greater attention both from the public and the
received at 3} per cent Governwent Paper oy the | (11—2—1940) Government.’
d 3 <) > 1 = S 5 L b
face value of Rs. 1,08,500/- Rs. 3759 11. Margaret E. Cousins. “Phe whole library isa treasure house of
) 10 —193¢ ancient culture.”
The above 3% per cent Government Paper, if tepmi- v | (19—10—1939) e
nated will have to be invested ljﬂ 3 per cent Govt. ] 12. Sri. A. S. Sahajananda, «This is the most valuable treasure-house of
of India loan and then the net interest will be Rs. 3222 | M. L. A, (17—7—1929.) the Camil Land.” (translated from Tami| )‘ ;

P |
|

So the swount of subsidy needed by the library annually Rs. 11000
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13. P.Sambamurthi, Esq,, Head

14.

15.

16.

17.

18. L. Morin, 5
Davy,

of the Department of Music

& President, Faculty of Fine

Arts, Madras University.
(31—12—1938)

George S. Avundale, Hsq.,

President, Theosophical So-

ciety, Adyar, Madras.
(15—-12—-1938)

Dr. B. Pattabhi Sita-
ramayya. (5-12-1937)

G. F. Rogers, Esg., Cains
College, Cambridge.
(22—11—1935)

Sri. P.V. Kane, M.A., LL. M.,
Advocate, Bombay.
(29—5—1934)

Rue Marie
PARIS. 14.
(14—5—1934)

[ 10 ]—

“I long for the day when all the valuable Mss.
on Music will be published for the benefit of
the world at large.”

“We were deeply impressed with its wealth
and value. We hope thatin due course much

of its lore may be made available to the
World.”

“Now is the time for the Madras Ministry to
take on hand the task of conserving this noble
collection, this rich -heritage of the nation, by
making its exploration a charge on the
Educational Department. The Ministry that
revives and protects Khaddar must make
Indian renaissance many-sided and full by
reviving the knowledge of medicine, Astrology,
the science of Horses and all the Chatusshast

(64) kalas of this sacred land embedded in this
library.”

““A wondertul collection which shouid be bettep
known.”

“lam glad I had an opportunity of visiting
the far-famed Saraswathi Mahal Librar;
of Tanjore. The library containg g very
varied and unique collection of Sanskrit Mss
both in palm leaf;and in paper. It coutain;
many Mss. in Marathi and Telugu...@.’l‘here 18
hardly any other library which contains such a
collection of Mss. in severa] languages
works require o

. quire to be published as early as
posmble. More money must be forthcoming
in order t.o Increase the utility of the library
by enabling the trustees of‘ the library t‘o
undertake publication o g large scale. Such
Patronage can only come from the Government
OCrulzzﬁe‘o:ffrthe states interested in Oriental
hope Mat . Lo fo a0k princes. Ligatn ety

Vill happen in the near future.

..Many,

“Itis with the greatest ingopest that I visited
bhis library. 1 canno help regretting that so
many treasures still remain t;Jidden to many
scholars who conlq appreciate them and malke
fall use of them fop the benefit of Indian
Culture. T sincerely hope that more will be

done il; future to publish critical editions of
the Mss.

el

19.

20.

22.

23,

24,

25.

26.

Prof. Otto Stein, Ph. D.,

German University, Prague,

Czechoslovakia.
(25—-4—1932)

K. 8. Mhaskar, Hisq., M. D.,

M. A., B. Sc., Haifkine In-

stitute, Bombay.
(3—1-—=1931)

. T. M. Narayanaswami Pillai,

Esq., President, District
Board, Trichinopoly.
(30—12-—-1928)

M.A. Manickavelu, M.L. C.,
(17— 12—1928)

Sri Tej Bahadur Sapru.
(27—9—1928)

Sri M. Patanjali Sastui,
B. A,, B. L., (21-1-1928)

Sri C.P, Ramaswami Ayyar.
(1—12—1928)

D. N. Pal, Late Hony.

Secretary, Ram Mohan

Library, Calcufta.
(13-—12—=1924)

=

«] wish the library may be able to proceed in
her wonderful workin making acecessible the
treasures of this Saraswathi Mahal to the
learned World.”

«] wish I could afford a month or two to sit
down in this pleasaunt library and attempt to
decipber scme ancient works on Ayurveda
which are preserved here with such great
care.”

“Rfforts must be made to make it more useful

and to see that the rich heritage of our country
is not lost.”

«Usetul collection of ancient literature, dealing
with varied topics from high philosophy to
veterinary and other subjects. Some of them
will be useful it translated.”

“I have no doubt a research scholar in Indian
Culture will find in this library a good deal
which he will not find elsewhere.”

“The laborious work of making copies from
old Mss. deserves all praise. May I humbly
suggest that means should be found to carry
on the work of publication of these rare and
ancient works alongside of sheir preservation.”
“...oThe library is a rare heritage which
deserves to be widely known and lovingly
cherished.”

“I think the authorities ought to print some
of the most useful and rare books for the
benefit of the readers and scholars.”

(True copy)

S. L wadom—

Hony. Secretary,
T. M. 8. S, M. Library Committee, Tanjore.

Don Boseo Press, Pookara Street, Tanjore. P, 1. ¢ No. TE. 13 CJO _3;)‘7-_—%
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to Government,

*'f cretar
Publie Health' Department

DR

I have the honour to request that the appointment of the
Committee to make suggestions for the improvement of this library
ve confirmed and that the terms of the same and details of

Hony, Seeretary,
T.M.8.8.M. Library Committee.

may

personnel communicated tg us.
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K8 3- 2995 As the interest from the ¢ndowmaent is
9. L]

f

Education'and'Public Hoalth Dcpar?mcntf//
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Subject: Grant—in—aid-—Librarics--Thu Tanjorc Meharagja Serfojits
Saraswathi Mahal Library, Tanjorc.
* ..O...

The Tanjorc Maharaja Scrfojits Saraswathi Mahal
Library, Tanjorc, occupics a foycmost‘plaCU_among-the great
librarics of thc world. The librory contcins ebout 35,000
manuscripts in Sanskrit, Telugu, Mahpatti ang Tamil both in 3
palm loaf and in paper, besides’ 6,000 books, magazinecs ang
}eViSng“" Many of thisc bogk§ arc said to be collcctions of
Maharaja Serfoji and arc original books of great authors,
The manuscripts contain matter of Srcan intcres@ on topics such
as History, Mcdicince archacology, Astrology, Dleteti¢§, cte
which if publishcd will prove of great intcrest, :

2« Govirnment hgve bucnt:aking interest in this
library and aiding it on various occassions as shown belows:-

" (1) In 1871, Mr. A, Burnell ; §ub-pollector of Nellore was.
deputed to make a thorough CXemination of the Sanskrit manug-
cripts of the library and prepare a cataloguc of such of the-
manuscgripts as arc:of rcal velye, A

14) A grant of Rs 250/~ was made to this library as pert of
téo schome of library grints in 1926, .

iii’) A grant of Rs‘9,000/- ves made to this library in 1929-139
éor provision of closcd stccleracks for the library, e

(dv ¥ In 1927, tﬁg Gongnmunt undertook to finance. the Sche
f cataloguing thc¢ Sanskrit Nanuseripts in the library
ganctioncg a grant of ks 21,560/~ to the library commigtégds
over a puriod of 3 yuars from 192?-1930- Wwhén the work of

cataloguing was not cven hilf finished by the vnd of that
triennium, Gov.rnment dgiin sanctioncd another sum of &L22125
in 1930 for continuing the work during the next Tricenniym
beginning from 1930, "2

bPread

v)., 4 ,rantfbfﬁﬂ§l,250/-‘was paid to the T s ‘
tiéé)over gﬁé'drop in their income frop cndowment g X.i? }9g8 to
Bebi 2320966 Bs 3,759.  The c?dowmcnt wis firsgt invested i
5% Government of Indie loan and when that loap s tarminkt g
it was rcinfested in 33% Govirnmont securitics, €

3e,.The 1ibrory hos 4l Sndowmsnt of Bs 1 lakh v
the Trcosurer of Charitable ‘ndowments, Practicaly
fund available for the up-keep of th. library is dopiy
the interest accruing .from the cndowment referred to
The 88cretary of the Librery states that the investme
the ondowment of the library of the face valye of Bs 1,08 00
in non-terminable 33% Govoernment Paper is now likely €587
terminatiud by the Govornment of Indi. loan, This wil] e

in & further fall of incomc to the library from m;3,759 t;Sult

. o ; the on
source of incomg -to the libriry the committog sip hgrd ly

ressed to run even the routing admiﬁistration of the 1ihp-
Eence they are not able to g@durt&kc any Orginisecqd géh;;br“§Y.
publication of rarc manuscrints or to Carry on DY 0% sam 0
WOTK » In view of thuir fincncial POSition g rare pr£<.ch
culinary sci.ncoe cntitled BHOJANAKUTHUH&LAM Was honded 1?
to the Travancore Government for DUblication. It h OVeR
that at prescnt with thco Meagre stuff at Ehe ‘Lb)os"i Teporteq
library only manuscripts which can longer g Uf*é~r?, 0? the
copied. To copy out «nd publish th inv;-\luaf“t ;V“d i
in the library, the Honoreory SuCTut. ry of t  enuscripyg

] 1. llbrur’y h&:‘) korﬂg

P.T.0.

-

I
y

¥
b
&



%

up to Governmont for an wnnual subsidy of ‘R

5 11,000 for which he
has given full details,

le The District Educational Officer, Tan jore, has reported
~that the work of copying and publication of all manuscripts or
at: lcast the ‘more important and valusble manuscripts mey take at
cast ten years. He recommends a grint of Rs 11,000: to” the library
asked Tor by its Honorary Sccretary.  The Dircctor of Public
Instructiorr considcrs that it is necessary thet' the cntire old
manuscripts of the librery should be brought to conform to modern
conditions and the earlicr this work is finishcd the better,
He however rccommends 2 sum of Rs 10,000/~ only,
5¢ The Honorary Scerctary of the library: has brought to noticc
the existence of an institution called "Dhanvantari Mahaln ind the
time of Raja Serfoji, in which great physicians of the Bast worked
together and poolcd their knowlcdge and. recorded the rcsults of
their rescarches in the minuseripts enshrined in the library, He
S.atcs that the medien ' Y provide grcat

al manu .cripts of the¢ librar
tion of indigcnous formulac

scope for research and for the resuscita
and prescriptions peculiarly suited to our count
meny of thesc prescriptions arw

Iy, especially as
found to be efficacioug, Similarly,

the manuscripts in Science which ley down the methods of bPreparing

many valusble chemic 1s are rerorted to provide ¢

researeh,® % Tho following

qual scope forp

extracts from the visitors! book have

been furnished in this conncctions -
T« Dr. S.N. Sen, Dircctor -

of Lrchives, Govirnmont

of India, New Delig

(28-12-1945) '

"It 4% the duty of Cvery public
Spirited Indian to seg that
these rare Msse do not sufter
' for lack of fundsen ;
r Ktii ‘ ‘

5

- 9. Sir Jadunath Sirea

"The onl PR i
CeIl.B. & Party - Diaasnr guSEgé Stion w¢ can meke
(14-12-1940) _ . ,

ication of the more

15- Dr. B. Pattabhi Sitaramayya, "Now is the Lime for the Madras
(5-12-1937) k Ministry to tuke on hanz the bask

of conscrving thig noble collec=

tion, this rich heritage of the

n@t;on, by making itsg explora-
tion & charge on the Bducational
departuent.,

e s The Ministry ‘that
) £S5 and protects Khe

S e mgsﬂﬂﬁ%J}Indgﬂn renaisggggzrmany
Sided ‘and fyll by reviving the
knowledge of medicine, hsgrolo-
8Ys the Scicpee of Horses and
;iirthuDChaﬁtussahsti (64)

D libl"-:tl"y 7 )
gchrnmqpt\hbvc Nnow on hﬁndithd
;dn Medicine ~pq Aré proposing
: A '8 ressarch department j hi
manuscripts on medicing in the 1igf”ﬁghnt 7
treaguyc.for the purpose, Int he siéc
‘tion of the other M'nuscripts
{ A lca;ned public and th world
Art ofIndia,

the system of: In r corganisation of
Indisn Medicine to n colleges of
an Medicine ropug o
S I'rovincece ‘ .
will prove a priceless
Way,. the preservation and i
On various branches wikl exhibi
At large the ancient cylture and

Q

6. 148 no useful UIT0 Sy Wi Served piging &
: ‘ . LToSg will be scerved by giging a
erant of RBs 10,000 only for on? yeor, fiducation =nd Pugl;c Heal th
Dup&r@mint‘rgcommdndgd an onnu.l rccurring grant of Rs 10,000/~ for
a period of years, o i1l thc work Wiae. Linilee Whaliever Was
¢arlier, and Suggested that the proposal” should be treated as a scheme
for introduction in the current year in vicw of itsaurgepcy. Finance

Psls0,

45 of this sadred land cmbedded
in thi ol

i

e e e

."
s . ‘
o h 5 scheme should be
oooted that the: scheme )

‘ srlibut Sheng 'S ere WAasS no urgency, o
y}&greed T prgp%l e ol 1948_&9"a5 EiirGOGvrnmvnt gould o
e i &¥Eagurinc'the currcnt year and tne

to sanction 1 ng

i\ Cabinet.”. / ////
y

i et he rgtrenchme o/
' ake any furthor cxpenditure in VIgwdggiEit a;ticipatcd )
noRERE ST RS L?%trodué\d to cover the large de
a5 pLing Al < -
that was b_ RE nEoras, |
in nrovincizl revenucSe A Pt G
| ‘ in the Liopra are C : e
. o ocum.nts 1in Loy ?Y.; SRR
SR VQlu*g%ﬁ ?sbt¢k~n on hend lmmudédtbéguéftion e
' A1 ¢ as ¢ WOor teke e : . 5
ofid SR Ribks o thuss S guction in the curreat
o inhlrrvggc& the proposal for 1ntroauc
i yalth pre ! ¥
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K.R.K{aranth)
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anny; . . . b S
asw?§§1 £rant should be given to the
FeATaMahad s THbrary, Tan jore:

(2) If so: (,1 .
from what Yea; g?it the

(1)

Tan jore Maharaja Scrfoji's Sap

whether an

amount of grant per annugm

should be; (b) iR
-and, (e

for how many years payment Shouléymcnt.should COMCICE §
Continuc,

(3) wh{qth.c-r.thc P
?V;r by Government for mﬂintun:négr“

'y will be ultimately taken

Ve

‘>J’/_‘.i

The Committee consider that a grant of Rs.10;

a ;
should be made for the year 1947-48 and that the Scheme shou}

be drawn up for future expenditure. As regards the scheme fé}

futurs expenditure)it may be pointed out that H.ll.(Edn.) het

r propoged the constitution of a committee to suggest wa

< P + o = 241
means (for the lmprovement of the Tanjore Maharaja.sarfoJjt C

"G00/

ys and |

ted tg

4 ) A= ‘t‘lam J
Teport, Fedure scheme for(expenditure may be drawn up. The |

points for orders before the Cablnet are -

| e
| (1) whether a grant of Rs.10,000 may be sanctioh
k" ““‘5“7& er LE’;

ARAa
4o the

Tanjore Maharaja Serfojl's Saraswathi Mahal

| Library,

‘ Tan jore for 1947-48; and
(2)

|
‘ : ma}
Whether the scheme for future expendlture
5 the
be drawn up after the receipt of the report from 1

!
|
i proposed committee mentioned at "A'" above.

|

wwy S %]W’\

Saraswathi Mahalg Library, Tanjoreisssl the Committee is expeﬂ,

send its reportg at an early date. On receipt gf_itst‘

Hiucation and-Pub.ic Health DNeutt,

NOTE FOR THI CABINHY.

¢rbiect: ¢ rant-in-sid ~ Libraries - The Tanjore Maharaja Serfojits jﬁ\
Saraswathi Mahal Libr'ary, Tan joras [ P 2/
o o . : . |74
- The T anjore Maharajzs Serfoji's S araswathi Mahal Library, Tanjore,
occuvics a foremost place ameng the great libraries of the world, The
1ibracy contains about 35,000 manuscripts in Senskrit, Telugu, Mahratti and

Tamil beth in palm/Zxefxand in paper besides 6,000 books, magazines and
reviews, Many of these books are said to be collections of Maharaja Serfoji
and are original books of great authors. The manuscripts contain matser of
great interest on topics such as History, Medicine, Archaeology, Astrologay,

fCS/zfﬁﬁxngzx'etc which if published will prove of great interest,

2, G overnment have been talking in‘g:erest in this library and aiding
it cn various occagsions ags shown below:- :

) In 1871, Mr. A. Burnell, Sub-Collecter of Nellore was deputed to
mice o thorough . examination of the Sanskrit manuscripts of the library and
oreparc s catalogue of such of the manuscripts as are of real value.

(31) A grant of Rs 250/_ was made to this l,ibrarbf 4s part ‘of the scheme

of 1ibrary grants in 1926,

(iii) A grant oi‘RsQ,OOO/— was made to this library in 192S-30 for
‘provision of closed steel-racks for the 1ibrary,

3 (iv),/ In 1927,,the Government undertook to finange the scheme of
cotaiozuing the Sanskrit menuscripts in the library and sanctioned = i
£rant gfng21,560/L to the 1ibrary committec spread over a peri®d of 3 Fours
Prrom 19971930, W hen the work of cataloguing was not even half finishea )

by the end of that triemium, G overnment again sanctioned anpther sum of
Rs 22125 in 1980 for continuing the Work during 'the next triennium begiming

from 1930 :

(v) A grent of Rs 1,250/~ was paid to th? library in 1940 %o tide |
over tlie drop in their income from endowzents i.e. from Rs 5,239 g,
Rs 3,759; The cndowment Was first invested in the 5% Government of India
loen and when that loan Was terminated it was reinvested in 3% Govarn;e &
sceurities. , =G

Ty

3, ' The library has an cndowment of Rs 1 lakh vested in the
Trescurer of Charitable Indovments.  Practically the only fung aV%ilabl |
for whe ugikeep of the library ig derived from the interest accruing i:r f L
the endovment referred to above. The Secretary of the Library ctoths 5;
the investment of the endowment of the library of the face vajue oi:b S that
Rs 1,08.500 in non-terminable 33% Government paper is now likely to be |
terminsted by the Government of India in which case it will have to be b
invested in 3% Government ef Intia loan, " This will result in a further {
fa11 of iacome to the library from Rs3,78¢ to Rs 3,222, As the interest ’
from the endowment is the only source of income to the library the ]
comrittee are hard preSSGd to run even the routine administration of the g
1ibrary. Hence thes are not able to undertake any organised scheme of ﬁ
2ubll nffdont of ‘rare manuscripts or to ¢arry on any- regearch work, o &
vier of thelr financial position a rarc work in culinary science éngitled 3
21000 AKUTHUHALAM was handed over to the Travancore Govermment for publi.- o

17

ich. It is reported that at present-with the meagre staff ap tne 4

(E:iST)O‘:-Ql of the 1ibrary only mmlusc‘:ripﬁs wl}i ch can longer be Preserved

are copied, To copy out and publish the invaluable manuscripts in 3

£ho 1ibrary, the Honorary Secretary of the Library has come up to

Govezirent for an annual subsidy of Rs 11,000 for wWhich he hag glven fuyj f

det%ilSo L
: L5 3

4, The District Mucational Officer, Tanjore, has PO,
bnat the work of copving and publication of all manuseripts gr at 1ot
the more virportant and valuable manuscripts may take at les i
HpNne mcC p E 1elst S_’..,.en 2'@9«.1‘8,

v

Vo

T o0,

RS
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e

A ~ - He recommends a grant of Rs 11,000 to the 1ibrary asked for by its Honrary
.- Secretary., The Director of Public Tystruction considers that it is necessary
that the entire old manuscripts of the library should .be brought to conform to
rmodern conditions and the earlier this WoTk is finished the better, He however
recomrzends 'a sum of Rs 10,000 only, e St L R o

=

.5+ The Honorary Secretary -of the 1ibrary has brought to notice the existence of
an insvitution .cilled "Dharvantari Mahal" in the time.of Raja Serfoji, in which 3
great physicians of the East worked together and pooled their knovledge and recorded |

the results of their researches in the manuscripts enshrined in the library. He ?
states-that the medical manuscripts of thevlibrary provide great scope for ~ iL
research and for the resuseitation of indigenous formulae and prescriptions
peculisrly suited #a our country, especially as many of these prescriptions cre _
found to be effieacious. Similarly, the mapuscripts in Science which lay dowl Py
the methods of preparing many valuable chemicals are reported to provide equal |
scope for research. The following éxtracts from the visitors! book have been '
furni:shed in this connection, : il

'

e Dr. S.N. Sen, Director of o "It is the duty of ¢very public i
Archives, Government of spirited Indian to see that these BUw
Indiz, New Delhi (28-12-145) - ! rare Mss. do not suffer for lack | § Ly

: ' of funds," | %%

9, Sir Jadunath Sircar Kt., CeI.E.& A .7 "he only suggestion we can make 4

+ Y party (14-12-'4p,) . 1is: the publication of the more

- i .precious Mss, in some Sanskrit '
' Series or by the Madrasg Government e

i . ) ! e 2 A time : a
15, Dr. B, Pattabhi Sitaramayya o o "Wow is the¢/ mExx for the Madras o |
(5-12-1937) Ministry to take on hand the task A

3 s : of conscrving this noble collection,
Gl ¥y g o =i A thio rich horitage of the natioR,
N : : by making its exploratic. a ch¥J€C
on the Mucational department. THC
Ministry that revives and protects
Khaddar must meske Indian rena.i?sal?" &
ce many sides and full by revivinépt |
the lmowledge of medicine, AstTOLO=|
g7, the science.of Horses and all {
the Chattussahsti (64) Kalas 6f
this sacred land embedded in thi®
‘1ibrary",

W—_ e

Government have now on hand the reorganisation of the system of Indl-“nrt i
Mechcme ANt are pronosing to open colleges of Ipdian Medicine and a rescarch depa 1
‘ment in thig Province. The manuscripts on medicine in the library will prove 2 4l

priceless treasure afor the purpose. In the same way, $he preservation and publi-

cation of the other manuscripts on variods branches will exhibit to the learned | .

pubhic and the world at large the ancicnt culture and Art of India, ‘

6« A3 no useful purpose will be served by giving a arant of ks 10’028 '1
only for one year, Tucation and Pyblic Health Department recormended = annwi: SN
recurring grant of Rs 10,000 /._ for ‘s, noriod of 10 years, or t111l the worl Wasg rIinishe 4

> |

7 < : i ok i ated ag a scheme
“v}ltCther wag Gﬁrl;er, and Suégesned thab the propogal S]"LO\JJ_C[ be tre"it (%] (3]

for introduction in the eurrent year in view of its;urgency- Finﬂncs agreﬁclpzo
the proposal but suggested that the scheme should be treated as a Por -II o A tie

for 1947849 as therc Was no urgency to sanction 1t during t1}e ~cuxrrent Jj‘ez'r il;p ent ‘
nt eould not mlderta}:evany further expenditure il} Ylew of.the re're.tl... [
being introduced to cover the large deficit ant Thapdreii B il

revenucy, : .

$ince many valuable documents in the librar:{' are on thf vsriel of ,(
decay, unless the work is taken on hend imeediately it iff likely ©o rfgué el
irreparable loss, On these grounds, Flucstion and Public Health pZesse
propoeal For introduction in the current year itsclf,

: i - ed bel owg
7. The minutcs of Hon'!ble Ministers on the gubject are extracto

i
. , 5 2ousiy |
Tt 4w a very desprving subjecte Thso mgsltgreﬁaih\:;gnrzzﬁzi"{;o sly |
brovgdit te my nobice By various scliolars. H.M, (Fova) miza, han. Been

: ; 4 s 5 5
5 Thidas B .4 be wreated ag urgent esye cielly
Tmd ales aent me B nct:n_z S.‘!,ylnﬁl LRV this must oo & .T.0n ]

‘)‘)

-3 d ,-“ Lo

L 4 @

view of the fact that many of the books are getting Worn ous and are on the

“Yrerge of decay. I understand that this library contains any eminent books on
Indian Medicine and such other subjects and it will be s groat loss if these are
allowed to decay. W e :eannot accept that the provision or this amount may be
necessary continuously for many long years, For the pres.nt we may accept the
scheme being extended to five years and contribute Rs 10,000 /- for getting those
books printed., - This may be referred to the FPinance Cormittce of the Cabinet, " L}\

/

v n ,:/
T.SiA(vinashilingarm) 4

HM. (Bucation) 23-1-1947.

"These yearly grats will not help in the long run., - The responsibility for the
maintenance of this great library mostly unpublished manuscripts must be taken up
by the Government. The Government should take over the Litrary. In the meanwhile
adequate grants for preservation , copying, publication =nd research in various
subjects dealt with in the manuscripts must be made, The grant asked for may be
sanctioned as a special case, even in this year as the uwrzency of the matter cannot be
exaggerated, Regarding medical manuscripts the proposed Research Institute in Incisn
Medicine may depute some staff for study and researcht,

R Lakshimipathi,
HM. (P.H.& M, ) 9-2-47,

This may be placed before the Standing Finance Commit T3g,’
Vo V. G(iri) 24-2-47 for H,P.M.

HoM, (Rev.) has recorded the following minute on a copy of the application from the
Honorary Secretary which he had received,

" H.M. (mucatl On)

I inspected this library whilst at Tanjore on the 31ist ultime, It is
an excellent library and deserves help from Government o . . . o . AR 5
K.R.X (» ranth)
J HoM. (R evenue) 5-1-47,

\ On this being informed of the provosals (as above) . GEXNETEEmExEmLmExst
ﬁfxmzzégxapmakxxﬁas which Were under consideration, he recorded the following
minutesm ‘

*1928-4C is too far off, Rs 10,000 per anmum for one library may also be
too much and we need not commit ourselves for 10 years in ~évemce, . Three years
may be enough for the present, Hence Rs 50(0/— may be given for the next year 1947-48
and the matter be brought up before the Standing Finance Comittee LN

' K, RoK(aranth) H.M, (Rev, )2-3-47
8+ The matter was placed befldre the Standing Finance Committee for a
decision on the following pointsie ' 3
(i) whether an annual grant should be given to the Tanjore Maharajs Serfoji's
Saraswathi Mahal Library, Tanjore; :
(11) if co; (a) what the amomnt of grant per annur should bey (b) from what
your payment should commence; and () for hoWw many years poyment should continuce.
(iii) Whether the 1ibrary will be ultimately taken over by Government for
maintenance, {
‘Mhe Committce consider that a grant of Rs 10,000 /~ should be made for
the year 1947848 and that a scheme shld be drawn up for future expenditure, As

regards the scheme for future exnend’turg, it may be pointed out that H.M, (Edn, )

improvement of the Tanjore Maharaja Serfoji's Saraswathi Mahal Library, Tanjore}
the committee is expected to send its report at an early datz, On receipt of its
report, a scheme for future expenditure may be drawn up, Tho points for orders
before the Cabinet are -

(1) vhekher » grant of Rs 10,000 may be sanctioned fgo» publishing bhe
rare works in the Tanjore Maharaja Serfoji's Saraswathi Mah:l Library, Tanjore for
1947-48; and o :
(2) whether the scheme for future expenditure rmay be drswn up afber

the reeeipt of the reper$ from the provosed sommittee mentioned at "AM above,
MoV, S UBRAMANTAN,

SRCRITARY T0 GOVTRMIENT,

o —
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Biucation and P.¥.(C. % JDeptt.

| LIBRARIES - Tanjore Maharaja Serfoji's Saraswathi Mahal Library -

Grant for publication of Manuscripts = Sanctioned,

C.No. 43459 C2/46 From the Monorary Secretary, The Tanjore Maharaja
i

Serffoji's Saraswathi Mahal Library dated 20-7-46

| |
(G 23-2.5). OuNo. 73523 C2/46 From the D,P.I. RC No, 3748-G2/46 dated 21-11-46. o
(1 e - | 4

71

Panjore Maharaja Serfoji
Saracwathi Mahal Libraryy
Tanjore, ,

® the D.P.TIo v
# the A,G, thro' Finance
® the Finance Dptt,

» 2 spe.

order /s, | 2 L Kucat ion dated O—Z,@— 4. W)

The Monorary Secretary of the Tanjore Maharaje Serfoji's
Saracwathi Mahal Library, Tanjore, has applied for an annual
subsidy of Rs 11_,000/- to ensble the institution to cory out and
publish the invaluable mamuscripts of the library, The Govt.
have examined the proposal and sanction & single grant of
Rs o 10,000 (Rupees ten thousend only) for the current year for
publiching the rate works of the Tanjore Meharaje. Serfoji's

Saraswathi Mahal Library, Tenjore.

1! g
; -5
-

Ed

2, The expenditure will be debited to the head #37 - Rducationm

General - Miscellaneous - B - Non - Europesn - 4 other grants -
voted - Other grantst,

3, The Accountant-General is redquested to place the amount

at the disposal of the Honorary Secretary of the L@brary' pending

provision of furds, The Monorary Becretary should present the
necessary bill at the Treasury for obtaining p2yment of the

amount or for getting it adjusted.

n due course
4, The D.P.I. is requested to state/whether the amount

£

could be met by reappropriation oi‘ whether a supplementary grant

is necessary for the purpose.

/ . Je-

To the Honorary Secretary,

I1g|

oy Tn v

&5 7
Bfto._. Pl e

'
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1918,
onee in
1library
library

and Tan

matver

‘qlte

-

make 31

senemns

guing|the Sanskris manuseripts in the library and ssnevienet & grang of |

Bs, 21,560/~ te tne library eommitiée spread ever @e a peried o1 3 years

an enciorvment of Rs. 1 lakh is vested in the Treasudevof Charitable endow-

ig =

o

From the Hony. Secretary, the Tanjore Maharaja, Serfoj
Saraswathi Mahal Library, Tanjore dated 5-8-46. O\ :
: [ "

Froiz the D.P.I. letter No.Re.3743-G4/46 ‘dated 21-11-45, {V

I\ uGrant-in-aid - Libraries.- The Tanjore Mzharaja Serfoji's

Saraswathi lMahal Library, Tanjore.

X

[ The Tanjore Maharaja Serfoji's Saraswathi Mahal Library,Tanjore,

occupief a foremost place among the grest libraries of the world freom tne

f vieww of its historieal Associations/ of the priceless Worti of the

es it contains, of the popular regard it has evel€ed and of its

Joie, 5

aittsquarian interest. ' ; \ o ;

=

The 1ibrary is managed by a committee appoinuved by Goversmeut in

The Secretary of the committee is however nominaved by Government

five years. The only fundf available for the upkeep of tne
a=e practically derived from thel:ndomennf referred to above. The

contains about 35,000 manusecripts in Sanskrit, Telugu, *fahratti

i1 both in palm leaf and in Paper, besides 5,000 books, magazines

and reviews. !Many of these beoks are said te be coliections of Mgharaja

¢

Serfojj and are original books of great authers., The manuscrip‘oe‘;*éantain ‘

of great interest on all topics such as Hisvory, Mediéine, Archess_

lo'gy}]\st;rolog_.y, Dienebics/ evc, which if published will prove of gredt

innereLt 5

2

2, Government have been taking innerestt in tuis library end aiding

. Lem ONn vVarious occassions as shown below:=

(1) In 1871) Ur.A.Burnell, Sub-Collector of Nellore was deputed to

thoreugn examimtion o the Sanskrit mamuseripts of ‘the library and
. .

prepare(cat.alogue of suclk of the manuseripts as are of" re{@« value,

(2) A gront of Re.250/~ was made to tnis library as part of the

of library granes in 1926. P

(8) A grant of Rs.9,000/~ was made te tne library in 1929-30 for |

pr'oviiien of closed steel racks for tne library.

(4) In 1923 the Govi, underveox o finanee the seneme of eatale-

trem 1927 vo 1940, When the werk of cataleguning was net even half

fiakshed by the end of th: iennium ( ; ‘
ug 10‘”5&5 e end o1 that trienn .,ur:) Gove, agaln saneviened anevner S

of Ry, #4285 in 1930 for convinuing the work during the NeXL TELSw bl
- h ¥ ‘ N =X

a



. of

he contents of the 1ibrary under ivaricus headings @given in

beghuniung frem 1830,

(5) A grant of Rs, i 250/ was paid te the library 1n 1940 te tide over J!\_ L.-—_f{) 3101 ‘ , . ’ ; apﬂendi:l& A on DR« 3-7 (DA Tb_e Hony. Seeretary of the Library has brought
w L 4 i |/ &y
the drep in their ineeme from endawrentsjvi\lom Rs 5 2.32 te Rs.3,759. The [ .(P")l.:l“:) 1 j A (I‘ _,J“ ‘OL‘ AP to votme the exlgm,nce of an mstltution called "Dhamvantari Mahal" in the
o 7 LT : _ |
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This is a very deserving subject, ,L:-‘.,'n ( e )
~ This matter has been continuously brought

" to my notice by warious scholars, H.M,
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had also sent me a note saying t.hat this must" tre;.ted as :
' urgent es,pe@ﬂ:&lly in view of the fact that ma.ny of 't.he books'-

are getting worn out and are on the verge of decay. T

underst.and that this library contains many emment. books on
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‘Indian medicine and such other subjec’t(s and it will be a°

» great loss if the se are allowed to decays We éannot«é'-ccépt.
¥ that the provision of this amount may be necessary continuously '
d for many long years, For the pres'ent,we may accept the*.‘scheme
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The ?nain f:':!Ie Qn the subject was cirqulated to

HeM.(Edn.), HoM. (P.H & M) and He P.M. on 7-1-1947.

proposal in that file is to give a grant of Rs.l1l0,

raja Serfoji's Saraswathi Mahal Library, Tanjore, for
‘catalbg"ing and publishing the old valuable manuscrigs
in the library. This department suggested that the
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proposal may be treated as a scheme for introduction

the current year. Finance suggested that the p;:»opOS. il
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