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No. RD-1/ 2846,
Office of the Superintendent,
Arch®ological Survey of India,

.0k Poners. . e Southern Circie
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1.N:Remachandiran,Bsqg., M.4
Superintendent, .
Archaological Survey of India,
Southern Circle,

Fort St. George, Madras.9.

. 4T an Paner : i The Joint Secretarg to Government,
FULLAcL L apbis : : ol Educetion and Public Health Depsrtment,
Fort St. Ceorge, -Madres.

No: |  Departmont. Dato. | GO. | No. | Department. | s | ' Subject i~

Conservetion of Archseological buildings by
the Madras Public Works Depsrtment.

Str, .

Refs--Your endorsement No. 51268-C/45-1 Edn., dated

14-11-1945,

In sccordance with your above endorsemeht, conservation
work of all Central Archseologicsl buildinés was taken over
by this Department as from 1st 4pril 1946, as conservatiom
through the agency of the Public “Wprks Department was in
some cases found to militate ageinst archaeological
stendards of preservation of ancient monuments in their
pristine condition, To give only a few instances, the
Dangberg cestle at Tranguebar (Tanjore District), the fort
at Gamiikote (Quddappsh District), the Rajeh Vahal st =
Ghandregiri and the Vehal st Gurremkonde (Chittoor Distriet) |
‘ which are.gllfﬁydpecﬁe& monument s (vi'  the Government |
i i ' 4 _ ) | o ‘of Vedras List of Prohé&bed Ancient Monuments in the

f : . | % i by . Vsdrss Presidency, 1945) were, without the knowledgce of

this Department, converted into inspection bun-slows,

)




when the Public Works ﬁepartment were in charge ofwtheir

conservation, and the ncessary al%ergtioné and additions

to meke them_suitable as inspection bungelows were

effected. I have already.referred to them in my

conversation with you on 30-11-46 and 2-12-46,
Another;oasg hag now come up, which I have to refer

‘ to Covernment for clarification. The Tirumelei

f | Neyak's Palece, srivilliputtur, which is a protected

ancient monument (No. 354 of the List) wes handed ¢

over by the Fublic Works Depertment to this Department

on 17-10-46 for departmentzl conseryetion, in conformity

,_?,ﬁﬁﬁ L 4Cywith the P.W.D Government (Memo) No. 2851, deted 7-11-45, ;
s which you endorsed to me in your reference gquoted above.

But the Executive Engineer, Remnad Division, Vedura,
now writes thet the trensfer of the above building was

s mistoke and requests a re-transter of the monument

to the Publitc Works Department so that they may carry A

i
)

out their own improvements and repairs to the building.

 ??‘€:—é - dero— (Copy enclosed). While tnis Depertment’ may sgree to

I repsirs in respect of a monument thet will not prejudice

»

the antiQuity of the monument, we cennot allow any repairs

WhiEh will clash with the principles of archaeological

| conservetion. It is with a view to ensure this object

' thet this Depertment hse,since tekiéng over the monuments, i
b gppointed its own Engineering steff of Conservation
Assistents and Sub Overseers specially trained in archseological
congervetion and postedkgﬁém ot warious centres so that
they mey be able to look %fﬁérwthe needs of the monumente
I personzlly. % g ,
I therefore request thet Government will kindly consider

1 1 the question and clerify the position. I have only to add

that if the Public Works Department should be allowed to

8
i

 carry out their repeire to archeseological monuments without *
. %

any reference to us, meny of the sncient monuments will 3
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and alterstions, and we may be obliged to delete such
monuments from our list as being unworthy of being
styled ancient monuments.

I have the honour to be,

Sir,

Your most obedient servant, l

3 i QMMA s

Superintendent. @ 12y
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