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Bunde Mataram sung in schools.

* 492 ().—MAHIN SCHAMNAD SAHIB Bamspur: Will the

Hon. the Minister for Education be pleased to state—

(a) whether he is aware that the Muslim students have got
religious and sentimental objection in going to the school where
Bande Mataram is sung; and o .

(b) whether the Government propose to stop singing Bande
Mataram in schools where Muslim boys have religious objection
for it? .

Tae Hon. Srr T. 5. AVINASHILINGAM CHETTIYAR:—

(@) Some may have objection.

““ (b) No.”

Seimarin C. AMMANNA RAJA :—* May I know what is the
meaning of ° Bande Mataram * song? ™
Tur Hon, Sr1 T. 8. AVINASHILINGAM CHETTIYAR:—

““ It is a salutation to the Mother.”

" Seivarar €. AMMANNA RAJA :— Then why is it objected
by the Muslim students.”
Mr. SPEAKER :— " It is cross-examination of the Minister."”

MAHIN SCHAMNAD SAHIB Bamapur:—' May 1 know,
Sir, whether this was sung in some of the elementary schools of
Malabar and South Kanara and the students objected to it and
refused to go to school?

Tae Hon, Sr1 T. S. AVINASHILINGAM CHETTIYAR:—

“ In that vegard, I would only like them to have a little
more of toleration.”

ABDUL HAMEED EKHAN SAHIB Bamapue:—" May 1

know from the Hon. Minister what kind of toleration it is that lie
requires?



Tors Hows Ser T. S. AVINASHILINGAM CHETTIYAR: —

“ When things which are sacred to Muslims are sung, 1 want
the Hindus not fo object and if anything which has a reli-
gious significance to the Hindus is done, I want the other
communities to be tolerant.”

ABDULL HAMEED KHAN SAHIB Bamapur:—" May I

know whether the singing of Bande Mataram is enjoined upon the
Hindus as their sacred duty? ”

Tae Hox. Sz1 T. S. AVINASHILINGAM CHETTIYAR:—
““ It is not only religious duty that comes in but there are

L
\

also other things, sentimental, to which the people are deeply
devoted.”’

ABDUL HAMEED KHAN SAHIB Bagapur:—‘‘ In view of
the fact that a very important community cannot go to a school
where they are compelled to hear a thing to which they have

strong objection, when they are there—it is a political song and
not a religious song, is it not forcing it upon that community by
another political party? "
Pre How. Skr T. S. AVINASHILINGAM CHETTIYAR:—
“ The Government does mnot view it from that point of
view.”’

B. POCKER SAHIB Bamapuk:—* May I know if the Hon.
Minister is aware that the expressions in the ¢ Bande Mataram ’
song have a political and historical significance, which are very
offensive and obnoxious to Muslims? ”’

Toe How. Skx T. S. AVINASHILINGAM CHETTIYAR :—

** The offence is a thing which has been created for political
reasons; there is nothing obnoxious or offensive in the term
in the song.”’

Ser D. V. RAMASWAMI :—* May I know from whom the
protests came, whether the students protested or the parents of
the students? ”’

Tur Hon. Srr T. 8. AVINASHILINGAM CHETTIYAR :—

““ 1 am sorry that question should not have been addressed to
me. 1 have not received any representation from anybody
in this matter.”’

\»

&

Srr P. KANDASWAMI PILLAIL:—* 1f so, Sir, how is it
that a member of the Muslim League party has commented on a
question put by another hon. Member?

Mr. SPEAKER :—** He should not have made it.”

ABDUL HAMEED KHAN SAHIB Bamapur:— * Apart
from the fact that the Hon. Minister for Education belongs to one
political party is it not a fact that as long as he is the Minister
for Education, he is the Minister for Education for the whole
province including all communities and all parties and so may
I ask whether it is not his duty to avoid things which are objected
to, for political reasons or on other grounds, by an important
community in the province? ”’

Tae Hox. Srx T. S. AVINASHILINGAM CHETTIYAR:—

“ There are colleges in which a number of Non-Muslims are
reading and when religious prayers are done only in Arabic,
they have tolerated it and that is the proper spirit which
I wish others should copy and not make a row over small
matters like this.”

ABDUL HAMEED KHAN SAHIB Bamipur :—“ May I
ask if the Hon. the Minister is right in all the time thinking that
he is a Congressman and that he must force his creed upon others;
whether it is not just and proper for him to recognize the feelings
and objectives of members of other communities when he is the
Minister for Education for the entire Province? "’

Tar Hox. Srx T. S. AVINASHILINGAM CHETTIYAR:— -
¢ T entirely agree; I want to respect the feelings of every-
body when it is right. But it is a different matter to ask
one to yield in regard to a thing which one holds sacred
simply because a few people object to it and naturally in
such a case the Government must issue orders saying that
quch a demand is unreasonable.”

qrr A. KALESWARA RAO:—* May 1 know if in any place

Muslim boys are compelled to attend when the song is sung? ”’

Tar How. Srr T. S. AVINASHILINGAM CHETTIYAR:—
“ No such case has come to my knowledge.”

B. POCKER SAHIB Bamwpur:—*In institutions where

Muslim boys attend and when they go in time and when this song
which is admittedly obnoxious to them and wounds their senti-

MUHAMMAD RAZA KHAN SAHIB Bamapum % May I ment, is sung, is it not forcing them to listen to the song? "’

bring to the notice of the Hon. Minister that there is a contro- . Mr. SPEAKER:— The Hon. Minister has already said that
versy between Muslims and Hindus on the singing of this song not - - - - at that time they could go out.”
only iu this Province, but throughout the whole of Indiz, or 107 | Tms Hox. Srr T, 8. AVINASHILINGAM CHETTIYAR:—
that matter, even last time in 1937, there was trouble ovel 1ts —  Government have not issued any instruction that they
singing even 1n the Legislative Assembly and therefore I can say must attend at such times.”’ i
with all the emphasis I can command that Muslims have got HC .
strong objection and their objections are quite correct and in view S BDUL: HAMEED KHAN SAHIB Bamapur: —* If the song
of that fact, is it right on the part of Government to force SSEUNE d}ll‘lﬂg‘ school hours, 1s it proper on the part of the Hon.
i i ol T such.msons AiBeing ‘sune Pk Minister in charge of Education to suggest in this House in answer
Muslims to attend the s g g g ; : sugg
Tus Hon. Srr T. S. AVINASHILINGAM CHETTIYAR:— to a question that a particular section shomld leave the school? *
¢ T must first of all make two things clear that (1) that Tuar Hon. Srr T. S. AVINASH AM CHETTIY :
lakhs and lakhs of Muslims befpre have hea}vc} it sung o It 1s for that pu.rticuh\.r‘ séctilolllli(iﬁ%vfai%gl?A13:_
before the objection which was raised by a political party ‘ The question is whether a b i ; xRt o8
) 1 n is whether a ban will be placed upon it and the
and (2) I do not anywhere see.force b?lng‘. uS.ed' upon any j answer is clear and that is thal the Government cannot do
person to partake in it; if he did not like it, it is perfectly . anything in the matter.” ' &
- o him to keep away.”’ | ' ' AT oy A ,
open to him I J , » oL ‘ ABDUL HAMERD KHAN SAHIB Bamavur:— Does the
qinya Kazrar Hasr MouLvi . A. F. IBRAHIM b_AHlB Hon. Minister realize what he is doimg by forcing upon the
A iy, foed T it a fact that the song forms the fl.-oni_isploce of- ' 'Mu:lhms, \\:\19 belong t(.) a different political 'pm-fv, the ;mlu‘ of
a book named ° Ananda Madam ’ written by Bunkim Chundra T ' (:EO oy pul.ltma.l party is mot a policy of soneilisition esiablc oo
. e part of the Minister and must he not see that such an

Chatterji, which contained nothing hut abuses and vilification of

Tslam and Muslims? X : |
Tue Hown. Se1 TS AVINAHHHJNHA M CHETTIYAR:— ‘ ]

objectionable thing is not persisted in?
Tue How. Sri T. 8. AVINASHILINGAM CHETTIYAR : —

Tt is quite correct to say that T want to be concilintory
But where the deep feelings of 95 per cent of the )(;(\ )‘1(-\ \/u
('(nu_‘m'ne«l and the five per cent of the Pf’oplelnbl t ks
various grounds, that is where 1 sayv T want ee o
. ‘ toleration.” '

§ i : Snr V. I. MUNISWAMI P £fn :
s : ; i SWAMI PILLAL:—* May T know from the
' : Hon. Minister whether the song Bande Mataram is 11(3:1“210013 t‘hL
G Tan Hox. Sr1 1. 8. AVINASHILIN o o
- e L B s N DL JlL\(,‘f : 1t \Arw\ 7 .
| v I Certainly not to me, Sir.” *AM CHETTIYAR: —
. s {
: Srr A. KALESWARA RAO:— N
Y 3 - L yl) AL 1():_>*n 3 N ' ) s
i k5 Bande Mataram i only ) May 1 know, Sir, whether

e ¥ : a patriotic sone . : ;

i Ay - A . . & 1 song and is wo ST

f'{ ? ' “ﬁ o Thudu or Mushim or Chyistian s 8 S not W any way
s e

7T am not aware of it.” '
Qri P. KANDASWAMI PILLATL:=—=" T< any hO’I,L- Member " ]{:
entitled to make any statement in the question hour?

Mz. SPEAKER : —*° He is not permitted to do so.”’

a  little more
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“»  =fu o.G. JOSEPH (Indien Christian), Assistent, Boerd -
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1 —";3‘~3_J,\do Bvi/}.lLoT- !
\\ €. 1l--u. Pr Scelc 1--i1--Z4. Rs. 100/- (L==G==T)
Sls & znd 6 cre the QErsons concerned in this acogezl,
.(c) Aopellent pessed L.T. in 1923 &nd entered the
service\of the Dt Board in thet same yeaf, whilst Mip. T.G.
JOSEPH tqu his L.T. degree in 1927.endfentered service
thereafter.. /
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. POSH ON THE PAEL, % A(u) At the time the Pznel for Headmasters was

constituted in or about 1941, the three

senior members of\ﬁhe L.T., steff are those mentioned ir 6(b)

\
above in the order ‘given therein, and the belie es that their

names would have gone.,on the panel in thst same order of

seniority.

(1) Both are B.A.L.T's--Subject History--

8. §
QUALIFICATIONS. Appellant trained in Geography as well.

(%) Both have ‘WNOT gualified by passing the
Accogn? {est deemed an sdditional
qua}lflcation for Headmasters.

(v) Appellent's sécond-lﬂﬂ*uﬁwe bein T mi
5 . fele 3 m
he/is better qua1if§edbto hangle siéﬁects
in that lsngusge in UTTIRAMERUR

! sren
than Mr. T.C. 'JOSEPH whose Sécond langu-
fge 1s MALAYALAM. In this connectidn

/2 reference to the remarks of the
/ 2 L s . . i E D" -T-'l
/1n 19E€9 during hig inspection T

/: is inviteé.
(4) Aopellent!'s three years pctive
/ Xgportu?ity he hed for 2
‘ ministrative problems snd disciplinar
/f measures in the frmy, his contgctpw' d
/ [ 1th
/ young men in the Army, and their 2roblens
/ his trasvels snd observations in countries’
/ like BENGAL, ASSAM, and BURMA, and the

cornsequent potentinlity in\ him fop dealing

with POST-WAR EDUCATIONAL RECONSTRUCTION
/ should be considered a- preferentizl claim
/ for a Headmaster's post. '

Service, the
Close study of

£
/

/

g

g A Appellant submits that to the ' f ; ;
M E R I T, g B 8 0 the best of his ability

/ he was always producing good results, and is NoT

conscious/of ever having been behind Mr. T.G. JOSEPH in this

respect, A comparison of the £.8.1.C. results in History

'A' and C' from 1939 to 43 at PONNERI snd POONAMALLEE, where
the

é

appellant and his collengue had alternating services for 3
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Trr Hon. Swx T. S. AVINASHILINGAM CHETEIVAR: —
“T only know that this has been sung by 90 per cent of the
population. I also know that as far as the Muslims are
concerned, some years bhack, thousands of Muslims took part
in the singing of this song. (Mr. Anwar: ° Question.’)
Many Muslims did it. (Abdul Hameed Khan Sahib
Bahadur: ‘ No, mo.’) It is only after a certain political
party has brought in this political implication, this opposi-
tion has come. There was a time when many hon. Members
sitting opposite have sung this song. Then it was not thought
that it was against their religion. It is merely a political
ery. If there had been anything real in regard to this

matter, the Government would be peally glad to go

into this matter.” -,

B. POCKER SAHIB Banapur:—=‘ While denying the
~allegations made by the Hon. Minister, even assuming what he
said is true, namely, that it is a political cry on the part of the
Muslims, are they not entitled to have the political ery of their
own, and in view of that admitted fact will the Hon. Minister take
it from me that Muslims will take it as an insult when he says
that ¢ if you do not want to hear you can go out .”’

Tue Hov. Sri T. S. AVINASHILINGAM CHETTIYAR:—
T think all these implications are quite wrong. In trying
to meet the political cry of 5 per cent of the population. the
Government cannot alienate the feelings of the 95 per cent
of the population.”

ABDUL HAMEED KHAN SAHIB BaHADUR:— Arising

out of the answer given by the Hon. Minister, may I ask the Hon.
Minister whether he will concede now at least that the demand
of Muslims for separate schools for them is justified? *’

Mr. SPEAKER : —*‘ Please repeat your question.’

ABDUL HAMEED KHAN SAHIB BaHADUR:—° Arising
out of the answer given by the Hon. Minister that he has no other
alternative but to force this song on 10 per cent %

Tue Hon. Srr T. S. AVINASHILINGAM CHETTIYAR :—
“1 must correct the hon. Member, Sir. He is imputing
things to me which I never said. T have not said that I
force this song upon anybody. T only say that Government
cannot put a ban on anybody with regard to this song. I do
not want anybody to misrepresent what I have said.’’

ABDUI; HAMEED KHAN SAHIB Bamapur:—*“ If my hon,
Friend understands me aright—English is foreign to him as it is
to me—I have mo reason to be aggrieved. But from what the
Hon. Minister said that in a school where there are 90 per cent
or 95 per cent of students belonging to the Hindy community, and
only 5 or 10 or 25 per cent belonging to Muslim (»ommuuit{’, it 1s
obligatory on his part to see that the song is sung, does it not mean,
Sir, that he is forcing that song on 5 per cent or 10 per cent or
for that matter on a minority section of the students in that

school ? *?
Turn Hown. Srr T. S. AVINASHILINGAM CHETTIYAR : —

©my s A S 18atat b 1
1 his again 1s a misstatement. (tovernment have not given
any directions to any school that this song should be sung.
It has been brought to the notice of the Government that
ﬂlls song is being sung, and that it must be banned. The
Government only say that they cannot stop or ban the sing-
g of this song. That is the position. Government do not
Want any song to be foreed upon anybody. But Government
will not ban the song. That is all the position taken up by
Government.”’
J
Srr D, V. RA‘MASWA‘MI:*“ Has the Government received
any complaint or information from g Muslim boy or Muslim girl
1ha.t.h.e or she; has beqn penalized or otherwise punished for not
participating in the singing of this song? *’

Tae Hos. Srr T. S. AVINASHILINGAM CHETTIYAR : —
““ No, Sir.”

Sr1 S. NAGARAJA MANTGAR : < Sir, is it to mean that
we shall not rule to-day though we are in a majority simply because
a minority community oppose it and also they differ ﬁolitioallv
from us? ”? '

Mr. SPEAKER :—"“T rule this question out of order ’’

SinNa Kazivar Hasr Movivi 8. A, F, IBRAHIM SAHIR
Bamanor : —“ Is it a fact that the hon, M ember wants to rule us
as tyrants? ‘

MR,SPEAKER:uJ‘ThthL'MembM'Wﬂl

v § please repeal his
(uestion.
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dent and referred to above, in its ultimate

analysis, comes- to exercising his discretion in favour of

whomsoever he 1i
\

*

contrary to justice,

kes, but .the =zppellant begs to submit that
such

any. exercise of that discretion should NOT be arbitraryﬂand

It is the humble contention of the

appellant that even in the mztter of choosing an incumbent

for = selection post, outstanding quslifications »nd merit

play their\part.

A Government Order states thet it is NOT

mere SENIORIT% nlone, but QUALIFICATIONS and MERIT that

\
count for 2 selection post, and therefore, when both SENIO-

RTTY =nd QUALIFICATIONS =fe combined as in the case of the

appellant, his claims cannot be ovér-looked.

6

SeBN I 0 RUT 1Y,

§ * As regards seniority, the following analysis

will bear out the =2ppellant's clzim to the

post in preference to that of Mr. JOSEPH:--

(2) Appellant-QS.V.

Negen--confirmed in the
1:T. Gadre i»p 1926,

Present incumbént, Mr. T.V. JOSEPH--recruit-

ed to L.T. Cadre in 1927 and confirmed
later. N

(b) The following is an‘extract from the Board's

"PAGE 15:

i

9. gril V.S. SIVASAMBA AYYAR:

Board Middle School, Sriperumbudur.
Date of birth 5--5--1895.

printed Establishment List as it stood on
/1 Apr 406 and subsequent issues of the same

/ record:--
4

L,.T., ASSISTANTS--Rs., 65--5/B--100.

X X

X X X X

(Hindu Brahmin), Headmaster,

B.A.,L.T, and Manusl

Feae Training Teacher's Certificate.

V. Naga Ayyor (Hindu Brohmin)
School, Pomacri,

S. 20--2.
B X X
4, X X
5. Bri 5,

Sv 15""“7.

Pr S¢ 1-=-11-=-34.

Pr Sc.

Rs. 100/~ (1--3--37).
X X x x (died)

X X X X

Assistant, Board High
Date of hirth 15--7--1898, B.A.L.T.

;.""“ll"":)‘lp Rsn 100/"0 (1"'";'5—"237)

(Cont & op next page.

(Promoted Headmaster)

(promoted Feadmastery

Tae Hown. Srr T.

{

(“/ | \S . \
(The question was not repeated.) d

ABDUI, HAMEED KHAN SAHIB Bamapur:— May I
once again appeal to the Hon. Minister, Sir, whether it is not
advisable to avoid things which certainly will create controversy
and disturbance in the present atmosphere of the country, or rather
create things which will bring about harmony, unity and
tolerance for which he has made an appeal? ™

Tre Hox. Srr T. S. AVINASHILINGAM CHETTIYAR:—
“ Exactly; knowing the situation in the country, I am
appealing to my friends on the other side. T need not refer
to places outside this Province. The putting of these very
questions leads to an atmosphere which is not good for the
community. T shall be very glad if hon. Members on the
other side will cease to put such questions, which, while they
may try to placate one community, do deeply offend the
susceptibilities of other communities. Therefore, may I, Sir,
request hon. Members on the other side, and appeal to them
to consider this matter before they put questions like this
which deeply affect the sentiments of the other communities.”’

ABDUL HAMEED EKHAN SAHIB Bamapur:— May 1
know, Sir, whether it is not the policy of the Government, and
particularly of the Hon. Education Minister, to see that Govern-
ment should avoid such things as would create bitterness between
the two communities in this Province? '

Tge Hon. Srx T. S. AVINASHILINGAM CHETTIYAR:—
““ Qertainly, Sir. Government will do all that lies in their
power consistent with their responsibilities to the feelings
of other communities that nothing is done which will create
bitterness between the different communities.”

N. MUHAMMAD ANWAR SAHIB Bamapur:—‘ May I
tell the Hon. Minister for Education that a gentleman is one
who does not hurt the feelings of others, so much so, does he not
take it that it is tantamount to tyranny of a brute majority if
Bande Mataram is allowed to hurt the susceptibilities of Muslims
who take very strong objection to it?’

(Ihe Hon. Sri T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiyar and the Hon.
Dr. P. Subbarayan rose in their seats.)

Mzr. SPEAKER:—‘ Two Ministers cannot stand at one and
the same time.”’

Tar Hox. Dr. P. SUBBARAYAN :—* On a point of infor-
mation, Sir. The hon. Member’s question is more a state-
ment than a question. Tt is for you to give a ruling.”

B. POCKER SAHIB Bamapur:—‘‘ May I know, Sir, from
the Hon. Minister whether there is any actual necessity for allow-
ing this song to be sung in view of the fact that it is not a religibus
song and also it is mot compulsory that it should be sung. In

view of that will the Hon. Minister be pleased to see that it 1s
not sung in these institutions.”’

S. AVINASHILINGAM CHETTIYAR:—

‘e 2 P~ . .
It is not that the Government are asking anybody to sing.

If somebody sings this song, Government are not prepared

to ban 1it.”’

(Yeveral hon. Members from Muslim Benches rose in their seats

to put questions.)

Mz: SPEAKER:-—“1T1 have allowed enough time for this

question.”
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Tar Hon. Srr T.
“ Quite mght, Sir.”
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and r@ports oad we_llanvv wort whilot
in Army sermase sent te the President District Board,

ARMY =uthorities .,

Dt
Educational Officer Bh?aglenux Dt., and the ‘Director of

Publlc Instruction, Mad?zs, are appended at Appx 'B! ‘%o 5%
" : thls appeal in proof of the aBove events.
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(s) Appx 'C! gives a record of entries mzde in the
Serviee Reg;ster of the nnpellant by Mily authorities

verifying his service with' the Army during the period of

1943--46. \\ e il Y
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2
IV FORM OPENED AT
UTTIRAMERUR & Iir.
. JOSEPH POSTED
HEADMASTER.

v\ T ‘
While the appellant was away on Active Service,
Fourth_fprm was opened in 1945--46 in the then
Middle éghool at UTTIRAMERUR, to which Mr.T.®.

JOSEPH wzs posted Headmaéter; of course in the L.T. Cedre,

the same grade and pay zs tne eppellant was and is in, ang

therefore, their positi-n w1th regard to seniority 4t that

time stood un=ltered.

z, . Appellent on re—joiﬁing duty, coming to know
APPELLANT ASKS FOR

POSTING TO UTTIRA-

that therc was an 1mminent prospect of Forms Five
MERUR ,

and Six being opened at UTTIRAMERUR, petitioned
the President to post fim a8 Headmaster UTTIRAMERUR, to which

the Appellant was gly‘. no written reply up'tg the date of
/ \

appeal, ' /4

4, When Government issued orders for:the oepning
INTERVIEW WITH THE

THE PRESIDENT.

/bg V and VI Torms from the beginning of the
current schoqi year,. apoellant soughtjan:intetview‘witn the
President which ﬁas granted~to him on 2 JU1y‘46. In the
interview the appellsnt put forward his cla;ms Yor the Hesd -
mester's post in preferc -~ to Mr. T.G. JOSEPH, on the grounds
{(g) of his service in the Army; but
‘het he had posted Mp, T.G. JOSEPH

¢ stated by him (i} that the Head-

on post, and (2) the Yillagers of

(1) of his seniority, =ond
the President!'s reply.wrs
as Headmister for reano”s
master's post is = gelect

UTTIRAMERUR like Mr. T.G. JOSEPH,
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