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lines of the Nilgiri Library to fq}fil such a condition. w@_mggg
' ! Il" "

only order specified books but also have standing ordgrﬁ'wiﬁi o

The Pres1dent M
The N11g1r1 lerary, o
Ootacamund.

V]

The Secretary to Government,
Educatlon and Publlc Health Deptt.,
Fort St. George, MWadras,

Dear Sir,

NILGIRT L.IBRARY - GRANT 1945-46.

The Hon, Secretapy has.brought to my notice the delay in
obtaining orders on the above, due apparently to a difference of |

opinion in the interpretation of the rules.

2a

Government aid to a Library like the Nilgiri Library is that Tme -1

indents for books purchased should receive the prlor approval

of the District Educational Officer.
Go gt It would be difficult for any Library working in ud%‘

certain firms in England to supply us with the 1atett$0@k®§

We canﬁot therefore always foresee what books thege fiEMQ'Wili'*
send us.” If Government is unwilling to reconsidér this B
condition, Libraries liké ourselves will be fa%ea with the -

alternative of refraiﬁing from applying for a grant or of -

'Nubandoning a policy of book buying which has been found beth

cheap and convenient.and han hitherto been attended witu no

undesirablﬁ/}esul¢s. I suggest that Government could hardly -

have intended to present us with either of these alternstives.
4,  This very question of the pfaa?@ﬁgggﬁiﬂf of

more than once come under the consideration of the Committee
since I have heen a member of it and the Committee heove

driven to the conclusion that the
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No. ﬂéﬁ y ,, Jated /l’ /= aé and 1‘9

quesu $hab this reminder may o returned ab once
with information as to—

(1) the stage ab which the matter now Is, Rseg)
(2) thedate by which a reply may beexpected, %
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DesignationD rector of Pub.Instructior TheSecretary to Govt. Edn & P.H.

Department,Madras

Enclosures :

ReCo No..9_5_m5 2 dated___l5—-2--1946 194

LT L e Sir,
Sub; Nilgiri Library- Grant 1945-46 - Letter from the
President, Tne Nilgiri Library, Ootacamund dated
. 3rd January 1946 No. 3010 - Remarks submitted.
L ) Ref: Govt. Endorsement No. 526 A=l Edn., dated 12-1-46

' In resubmitting herewith the letter from the President,

The Nilgiri Library, Ootacamund referred to me for remarks with the Govt,
Memo,cited above, I have the honour to state that in the lettery the
Piesident gsolicits definite orders of Government on the following points
Viz: - :

(1) whether the condition that the District Educational Officer's prior
| approval should be obtained for the indent for the purchase of books --
cannot be waived in the case of the Nilgiris Library and

(11) whether the library is considered as open to the public.

2., In support of the first point, the President states that it will
be difficult for any library working on the lines of the Nilgiri Library
to satisfy the condition as orders are placed with the Firms in England
some of which have standing orders for supply the 1atest workse He further
. states that it will be impossible for“ﬁﬁni strict Bdl. Officer to scrutini.

| a11 the books as the number of books ordered will be very large and he
! nssures the Government that the managing committee of the Library has

 gufficient sense of responsibility to refrain from buying undesirable booksg
But, so far no library aided from Provincial funds sought for a relaxation
of this condition. Obviously the Nilgiri Library is on a higher status
like the Madras Library Society Library, catering to the needs of the
elite of the town. If this is the case it is not clear why thf gilgirié
Library should seek aid from Government as it can very gell ?2 ntain itself
. by donations and the high rate of subscriptions levied rgm s members,
It is therefore submitted that there is no case to waria? ta relaxation of
| the condition regarding approval of indents by the D%B £ cngdﬁgational
Officere If however, Government desire that this iibraqide ould be treated
as a special case a relaxation of the condition maJ e"% % It may also
! be mentioned here that Government have sanctioned a 8€ag 2% Rs 200/~ to
thls library for 1945-46 - Vide G.0.No. 1517 Edn., date =9-1945,

3, In regard to the second point, I submit that the idea underlying
the scheme of aiding public libraries is the spread of education. If this
object is to be achleved, 1ibraries should be open to the publiec without
any rﬂktrictmon and books and publications which are of interest to the
publi¥ should be purchased and kept in the libraries. The Nilgiri --
Jibrary is open only to such of those who can pay an entrance fee of Rs 10/-
and a monthly subscription of Rs 4/- Hence this library can neither be
considered open to the public on account of the prohibitive rate of ==

subscription nor can it be considered to fulfil the object underlying the
Scheme as it does not cater to the tastes of the ordinary ¢itizen but only

to scholars. vy §

4, The attention of Government is in this connection solicited to the
Correspondence ending with Govt, Memo No. 385985 A-l Bdn., dated 27-10-19492

ﬁ; ’k/f AR X T e )

For Director of Public Instruction.
P,R.K. 19/2/46,
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COTACAMUND:;
...... 19th ~ February 19 45,
From, ‘é?z;/““M s |
The President, B0
The Nilgiri Library, ‘ ~ 4 iftﬁ ﬁﬁg ‘
o otacamund, - . "
The Secretary to Government, Ry

fiducation and Public Health Dept%?”w;;

Fort. St. George, MNadras.

i

@)
C_
—

\ : Wi
| "ith reference to correspondence ending with my letter

No.3010 dated 3rd January 1946, I have the honor to submit
herewith a copy of Resolution No,.6 of the Committee of the

Nilgiri Library dated 16th February 1946 :-

"Read President's lettgr to Government. The Committee agree
in general with the views stateg infthe President's letter,

-They are g?épinion that it is undersirable for Government
to controlf the selection of books purchased by any Library.

In the case of the Nilgiri Library they consider that, for
the reasons stated in the President's letter, it is not
feasible to do so. v

They are of opinion that the Rilgiri Library is accessible
to the general public,

As the question of the grant for 1945-46 has now been -
pending for 8 months, the Committee would esteem it a
favour if Government would be so good as to give their
ruling on the points in dispute at a very early date".

I have the honor to be
gir.,
Your most obedient servant,

%7’4—"‘4"’7
President,
The Nilgiri Librery,.

W—2—46.
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A grant of Rs.zozo/- has been sanemcm‘sd

ik

I.

s

0.No. 151?2 Em aated 25&9-45 subgect
14

Specified in the Government Order., In

fhis grant the President Cof the Nilgir

raised the followmg polntS‘g

i, (1) Whei?ler Govt. cannot see their ;
T the condition thst indents 2
. w  recelve the prior approval of the

g vy as open to' the public.,

4&*4. ¥

followi ng ordens S

# (»E‘S,whe sher the .;Nllglri Library can be cc

Nilgiri lerary, O@tacamund, in thé current year ,igg

-
, <
' FThe Goﬁyt":hav& vc@nsmergd the matter and ‘@farﬂeﬁ' "'hlwe J




& |

f"library will be treated as a "public libraryll, .

.

% FThe D. P L als recwested to see that; j:he rant

i

| ,oﬁ,é&-%@@/- is disbursed to the Silcimd 1ibrary befora

o b

! the close of the ﬁrrenu yeam.
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The Nilgiri Library—Oetacamund - Cenditiens attached
s P . te Lhe payment «éf Gevernment grant - Relaxatien.
. g L L C.No.B2b.46 Fror the 1>rc.31don‘c The Niligiri Library, Ootzca-
Fr A ‘ mund, No.3010 dated 5-1-1946,
-l : (Issued as Endt. To.526.A.1. datod 12-1-1946)
e’ From the D.P.Ia, Re.H0.95-J/46 datcd 15-2-1946.
hl?{ D . From the President, The Nilgiri Library, Ootacarmmnd
b ol No.3017 dated 19-2-1946.
s‘) N "n n-'l;n
/ : ol In 1946-44 o g‘ran‘c of Rs.175/- was sanctioncd to the
240 N\eled Gy ; .
(" i e N iriSTibrary.,; Oonaoo.mmd.. In 1944-45 no grant was paid. In
[ § oy ;\
. the current ycar a gr:‘.nt of R.,.ZU\)/- ha" bccn sanectioncd. The
\\ :
’ ) ‘L’ bayrnent of this grant is subjeet to the conditions speeificd in

| |
, )\?; (:‘\t % £ .'f_) (’a —~—
%ﬂﬁ‘\,ﬁk*ﬁ
A

%" S cb the condition that indents for books

i\f‘) G.0.N0:¢151l7 Bdn. dated |125-9=45. Unucr'condition (iv) the indenxzg -

Lfor books to be purehadcd for the &ibrary ghould rcecive the

prior approval of the D.E.O. and under condition (iii) the

S ———————

library dhould be open f:to the public.
7/ In the circuns t*mcos stated in his leticrs at »p.1-3 .
ki fand "pallo c.f. the ;Presidont of the Nilgiri Library agks

for orders of Govi. on cho Tfollowing points:-

k
(1) whether uhc govt. cammot sce their way to waive
should reccive
the prlor‘ approval of ‘the D.E.0V, and

(2) whether \.ho 1\'!11{'11‘1 Library can bc considercd as

open to the public".g na o ales Reolilie.
\\& mt. (g,L-s- %v° 6‘2/ ﬁl’
v it would

" Point (1) abdve:  The President states
£

be difficult for the N:ngiri Libr:.ry to Tulfil eondition (iv)

)I

above as 1«.‘ k= not onlJ orders speeificd books

but also has standing o‘a rders with certain fiarms in England to
|

§

supply it with the latest books.

referred to

It cammet thercforc alway s

Plecasc sce the rerai ks

foresee what booko\tb‘c‘z;"b"i‘irr.m will send.

T

of the 'D(,P.I. 111 para 2 on p.9 o.f. on this point. The Dircetor

czonoiclcrs thnt f:hcr@ i

' ne case to warrant a ;.z-olaxation of the
condition regarding approval of dindents by t‘he DedeOe IL,

e view

|

however, Govt. arc of that the Library should be

treated as a gpeeial calse he has no objoetion to the rolaxa-
e 5. X ’ : ! o -
tion of the sonaitiom. | It is submitted there scems to be

e force in guyargumcnts aldduced, by the Prosi&ent

“ad

% $ Y v 1 5 nt . :
¢ I of the Library.  mhe. Pl Coi\ﬁf% D L P

that .the (‘OI”IWiStOC’ has lsufl i’ioiont SENSe of rosponsibil 1’LJ
. : a5 L4 ¥ .
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that,as a special ca c,tnc condition regarding 1)1'101' ppro ‘9¢. ,./n? (m"
b" M
val b§{D.7.0. 'mayLwalvolin the case of this Library. For ”7/ -
5 o
orders. e (Yoxnls ,“: /u,u-y-n .
) : 3 ° g M/‘\’M’W c”:"”‘“‘
Point (2) abowe: The President says that any . by Al oA
t‘ g ; {/ - | :S' q/
person who pnysLsubscription is entitiled to use the ! 3 (4.3
Library.and thergisse considers that |1t is open to the
‘ b)Y :
public. Lfemarf«:s of the U.P,I, on tHhis point are in para
4 1 0 : , 1
SRUR DL Gy Be T o A %Mbllc Jélbrar;,f has been held to be one \/ s } ‘ﬁﬁ -

I

which allows anyone to join it either as a member or as a Ll Y- VA ';}‘}""‘,.AJ{Q\;

: ; A R - i1
temporary subscrlbor. The Wilgiri ler*&ry is Opnn to }
alinclasses of "the ?ubllc on p"xmnnt of ths pfeecrloeq 12 Qa

7S¢
z |

The' public. character of‘ the L1br'1r' has
been ad mlttE‘l by t*’e Govt in para 2 |of G.0. 164 ""dn. TN i

o o £ /6a12«u1 L-g38) . @ {“"))
dated rs- -< Wnat the D.P.I, meansg when he Saya that 8

thie library can mzixhxe nelther be coandered open to

‘ hev
the publie Mm%wm—ﬁ oo, Tul ]
o-ls
the object underljmg the scheme of libraryfis that it R gl
|
is'not a free public'dibraPy.’! It is|submitted therefore }(AMY “J :
. P i b/hbé\h- L
that the Wilgiri Library can be held to be.a public \3 %J) Firks
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