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e e Fort St. George, ladras.
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{.1 : %‘Ag\m@ )&S Sub: PLAGUE - Palamaner - Protective measures for
7‘{? ot e ~ the Government records in the Public Works
\ Aﬁm o Pch\?:;iiiwﬁ’f | Department Inspection Bungalow.
S R s D A N T Se i) ] .
*()(»gﬁ, As Palmaner is now infected with plague it becomes
rl* % necessary to consider (1) as to what should be done to prevent

o rat fall occurring in the Public Works Department Inspection
Bungalow in which all the important records up to 1857 are now
housed and (2) as to what should be done: in case a rat fall
occurs in it. Although the office building is-situated in the
ddle of a large compound about half a mile away from the tow,
the possibility of arat fall in it cannot be ruled out. For
the quarters of the staff are situated very close to the office
puilding and there is also the denger of the rats migrating from
the town in case the plague there becomes widespread.  The
District Health Of ficer, Chittoor, whom I consulted, considers
that the members of the staff should not be allowed to live so
5 : \ near the office as the rats vhich may be attracted by tle resi-
. dential quarters may also enter the office building. He has 5

4 ' suggested that these quarters should be vacated & early as . .
-possible and that accommodation for the staff may be provided

in temporary huts put up about a furlong away irom the office
building. At present there are 4 members of the staff living
' in these quarters, consisting of 1 Assistant, 1 Clerk, 1 attender
and 1 watchman, The rest of the staif, consisting of 1 clerk,

1 altender, 2 watchmen and 1 sweeper are living outside., It
will therefore be necessary to put up 4 huts, I understand
:tl.lat each hut mgy cost about Rs,75/- and at this rate 4 huts

will cost about Rs.300/-. A the matter is urgent I request :
| that I may be anthorised to put up for the present 4 huts at a
cost not exceeding Rs.300/- either through the Public Works
Department authorities or, if I find this involwves delay,
. | departmentally. i Bk T L VAT
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% 2, The District Health Of ficer has agreed to come with
me and to inspect the Palmaner Office on the Z7th instant and if,
sfter this inspection, he suggests any other preventive measures
for the better safety of the office I shall adopt them also. I
nay state here that all the members of the staff have already
peen inocul ated.
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3, Inspite of these precautions a rat fall mgy ocour and

ofore it is sdvisable to consifer a5 to what should Be done

tﬁe; The Heal th aithorities ab Falmaner are fumigating places
gl ) : P VAT
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where there have been rat falls with calcium cyanide. I do '
not know whe ther the use of this chemical will have any dele- \
terious effects upon records, i.e., either on the paper or on ‘0
the writing, = By merely fumigating a few old records wth this PPE
chemical, it camot be found out what eotion this fumigant will
| show after some years upon the records., Of course books and
records can be fumigated wth certain chemicals to get rid of
the record pests, But the chemicals that are used for this fu-

migation should be such = wuld not produce bad effects =mzmaz | AT o ¥ |
upon ink or paper, either immediately or after some years, The \ - (% -
chemical s which are Gensidered by archivists as safe fumigants g o 0 e \ } Madris Record Office, :

" against record pests are benzene, bara-di-chlorbenzene, thymol, Sl o No.léki?f,fé.‘& -4. B /
carbon-di-sulphide end amixture of ethelinedi_chlor de and £ QB o P T =
Carbon tetrachloride. Even these fumigants should be used with & < 4G JAN v40 ,_;éf | b . !\‘; >
great care under proper precautions. (Cglcium cyanide has not (& fro oy r.B.S.Baliga, Ph. D, (Lond. ),

i e | | %""" ;;;.';‘{;;.};}.a«mﬁf;ff e Bgilﬁér],} iladras Record Office, CHTTTOOR.
o ST O ES ,
4, If therefore calcium cyenide is likely to have any ¥ _
deleterious effects upon records either immediately or in the /?/- To | AR

long run it should not, I think, be used for fumigating the i g‘zﬁ The oci(ci;g i Zn D el s ) ok Al
offjce building. It is true that the records which are mostly : Aducsa i'ort‘st,(}eorge, s
in the shape of large manuscript volumes are kept closely packed ‘
on the ghelves and under these circumstances only the edges of ;
the wlumes and the outarcovers of some of them will alone be , ' Sll",‘
exposed to the gas. But if the gas is harmful to records it is | B T imonor . Proteciivh mom
B e e BR et | . tﬂe Government records in the Public Torks
their edges and damage the written portions. In that case it | Department Inspection Bungalow,
would be necessary to ascertain whether any O\%ei method can be g - , i
adopted. PFor instance it mgy be considered vwhether 1t may not | ol AR 9 W/46-1 dated 25.1-1946.
be gufficient if the office is kept closed for some time, i The 1 wg, L Ref:- liy letter No.149—f-§ 46 a ‘

Director of Public Heglth and ths Chemical Examiner to Government

| mst be in a position to say as to what can be done with safety, RS, ol i o .

‘I would therelf)ore suggest that their opinion may kindly be obtg.ined ¥ The D]_Str]‘lot ﬂg{althﬁifsjicezgrgoggdpreifgiﬁi:”;ege‘fsmS
and I may be informed of the action to be taken in case a rat fall { Palmaner Office yesterday. He gu(asb e et e T iy

in the office building. | He said thit the quarters occupied by the may umigate
D d once a month or as often as necessary. The quarters have already
been fumigated and I have asked my Assistant-in-charge to get them

. 5. Pending the receipt of the Government orders I am
requesting the District Health Officer, Chittoor, not to fumigate
the office with calcium cyanide in case a rat fall should oceur.

I have also informed him that in that case I shall keep the office
closed, He has orally agreed to this,

fumigated periodically. The District Health Officer remarked that

though there is no objection to the staff living in the q%irters
=3

6. I request early orders,
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| .)kh/ T 4 35\ |

1 they saould cook a#d eat their meals and tiffin only in the huts
to be put up at some distance away. Ve have pitched upon the spot
where the huts can be put up and ¥am now awaiting the sanction of
the Government for incurring the expenditure upon them. T request

| _,wthat the sanction for Rs.300/- for this purpose referredito in

W Eparagraph 1 of my letter No.149 4/46.1 dated 2P-1-1946 may be

| granted at an early date. :

5. In regard to the Office itself, the District Health Officer
suggested some minor precautions. He suggested that the flooring
of the record rooms may be smeared with creosol,- a disinfectant -
and the iron cups,upon which the racks rest, may be filled with-tar.
He tiought that the srpell of these might keep away the rats. He
2l so suggesbed some minor repairs to the office building; that the
joinings of the walls and the verandsh from the outside.may.be. ...
rounded ofi with cement mQI‘tal”; that the crevices in the walls
wpnerever they exist from the outside may be filled up wilth cement
mortar and that tar may be applied all round the building to about
o height of 2.feet. I am addressing the Executive Engineer to

RS

o=

: out of nis own savings, under Provineial repairs or any other head and
flee to £ill up the’eups of the racks with tar. I have instructed
my Assistant-in-charge to get creosol from the dealth Department to
wipe the floor with and to k?ep the compound all round the Office
clean by removing sSome snrubs and grass, I have also instructed the

staff to take zll s gnitary measures,
Wt

0

aundertake thnese minor repairs urgently without waiting for an estimate,
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Madras Record Office - Protective ,
rueaisunev’s@agaiilst plague in the branch
office at i’alglaner. - |

Ref:~ Letter from the Curator, M.R.O.,

Ho,149 A/A6-1,Jated 25-1-48.

Referred t%the

- e

Chemical Examiner to Gvt.

for eremarks with reference to para 4 of

the Curator's letter.:
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e B S e Madras Record Office - Protective measures
'v against plague in the branch officé':at Falfhaner -
, Sy . ;ls»rucblon of temporary sheds for staff =
L ! | TR $ -
B 4 | San tioned. )
11 .- Letter from“he Curator, M R.0.No.149 A/46 1 dated
- | \ xcad oo 25-1-46,
- URDER ; “;« | Edng, dategl »
Ms. . » '
The Govt,
| "l @ma;t ar, Jﬂ » o, con tiuct four uempm"ary sheds at
- R
a cost not exceeding Rs.
- to accommodate certain membetxs of the staff of th
Mo A branch office at Palmaner who
-‘--v:[i'( ¥ . ;. ¥
Lok SRR 4 quarters on account of the previlence of plague at the
i
place. The work may be exccuted th
b fiorks Department or if this em involy
4
['* departmentally under the supervision of
?** 2. The expenditure will be debit
Yo % Curator, M.R.U., , o4
a2 Chattoor, - General Administration - Secretariat and Head uarterﬁﬁ’
5. 0., thre'. Bim, | il ’ W
T‘? t‘he D.P.H. Bstablishments - M.Madras Record Office - Contiue
$
e me . \
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| No.149 A/46-9. /i ?f..-_ﬁ Madras Record Of fice,
ot Chittoor, 2nd February 1946,
Q From . )
Rgo Bghadur Dr.B.3.Baliga,Ph.D. (Lond. ), @
7 Curator, ladras Record Of fice, CHITTOCR.
F To
‘ The Secretary to Government,
}( Tducation and fublic Health Department,
. Fort St.George, MADRAS,
51T,

‘Sub:- PLAGUE - Palmaner - Protective measures for the
A- FED 1940 G Government rscords in the Public lorks Department
A Inspec tion Bungalﬁ.‘_%wufg' kb3'ha~r |

! o~ M
: . sl Ref:~ My letters No.1l49 A’46-1 dateq 25-1-46 and 149 a/46-4
3 ¥, dated 28-1-46. |

L2 ot
& My "o . ,‘h'l‘;‘
e — S o

S ; e .

: . . ¢ %%O( ruwt In para 2 of my letter No,149 A’4g_a dated 28-1-46

| I reported that I had desired the Ixecutive Znsineer to undertake

urgently out of his Iunds The minor repairs to the fublic #orks
Department Inspection Bungalow wmch had been suggested by the
District Health Of.106T aS a Precautionary measure azainst rat falls
in the building. I have now received 5 letter from him in which
he informs me that he capnot eXecute these works out of the funds
at his disposal,taat i w1l} h ave 130 Provide the fungs and that he
will be sending up the estimate of the cost tq me. A copy of his
letter is enclosed. 4 copy of my letter to hip to which this is
his reply is also enclosed.

2. I understend from my ASsistant-in_e P I»
that the repasirs were comuenced 1_3y.the Rablic o rklsla;gf;a?;ngﬁmgger
wintv S0th January, I am thersfore writing to the myoyvsoe Fngineer |
: \ and requesting him, in view of the urgency of tig work, not to st
, A% in the middle. 1 coby Of my letter i5 enclygeg it tgp
1 L ‘estimate promised by himis received I shan forwarg it tgo%has 2
- | Government for aPEr9val‘ fhe repairs are of a very mnor tere
y e [ as the Government will see from my letter dated 28 mmy mmat Joul
f and the expenditure is not likely to be large Asif)ist "‘:‘isze 1th
ey L CIECLE s e <3 Of ficer considers that the r?palrs should be carriéd 0 lij,lu o i'l.
o I request that the Government may also be Pleased 1o ‘dgreggoi?le Y
. 23 = T et arry o ne 1 S
o?ei(‘:?lgjd\s,? Sngineer to carry on the work ip anticipation of provision |

al f e
: (1)

" No,149 A/46-5 4.teq o5 -
Copy of let‘;er “O;‘l‘} . 1ted 28L1.19
lladras Becord Of fice, Chittoor to the EXeCutiVe%

from the Curator,
Engineer, Madanapal 1.

gub:-Fl ggue - Palmaner - Protectjye
ment records in the Fubljg yjo
Bungalow.

. iarge mass of 1mpora;nt“rec
4 in the Paublie o rik

feasures for the Bovern-
S Department Inspection

Ords of tug Gevernmen t
9 Dei»‘-“fwtment Inspectiwn

By ngal ow

are ab present house

e e
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L i _2:
Bungalow Palmaner. They were removed there from Madras in 19472,
at a great cost, a5 a measure of protection szainst air Taildss
is Palmaner is now snfected with plague 5t becomes absolutely
necessary to take urgent measures to prevent a rat fall in the

/Offioe Byilding. The District Health Officer end I inspected
the ofiice yesterday. Your Public Works Departmentﬁupervisor,
Chittoor, also came there upon my request. The District Health

Oficer has suggested the following minor repairs &. to be
undertaken urgently.

(1) Blocking up of small noles and creviees in the walls
and joinings of the doors Or windows with cement mortar.
22) Rounding off the joinings of the walls and exterior
varandahs with cement mortar.
(3) Tarring to 2 neight of about > feot the outer walls of

the ofiice. :
(4) 7illing up the oups upon wiich the iron Tacks rest, with

tar; and
(5) Plugging with brick-bats and mud the open walls of the
old garzge ond the stables, scraping of the £loor here and sprink-

ling it with sand.

Your Public To ks Department Supervisor Xnows what to be
Johe and X request you to ask him to undertake these minor
works argently without wait'}ng.for estimates out of the savings
you mgy have under the PrQVmc}al repgirs or under any other
suitaole nead. #s the gabter is very urgent I have written to
e Goverm‘ﬂent that I am requeiting you to undertake these
repalrs f orthwith out of your funds.

slso in the meantime written to the Government to
. om the expenditure of Rs.300/~ for putting up huts for the
gtaff who are now 0ccupylng the quarters in the Falmener Office.
4 the sgnction 18 obtained I shall request you to
cetiily WOLK.: ‘The spot for the mts in the office compound
e lected by the District HegFtH Officer,” and*your Bublie

< n s ;
\ ﬁo"fks ~Departm8n'ﬁ Supérvisoer has been toldas, to.what type of huts

(8d) B.s,Baliga,
Curator,
28-1-1946,

. Supervisor, Public Works Department, Chittoor,

(2)

) r N ]
dopy Ofr}etter 0.214 Ul dated 31-1-46 from the Dxecutive Engineer,

‘ai0f 00 Ehiing o |
madanapﬁlle pvisi the Curator, Madrus Record Uffice, Chitioor.
: oue - Falm Pratan s
snbi- Flague = 18 auel = rotective megsures for the
Govermn?nt records in the Public Works Departiment
Inspection Bungalow. Lt

pef:- Your No.149 4/46-9, dated 28-1-1946,

- ALl these will not come under repairs to be ;mdertaken
by s Depal‘tment in the normal course and hence 1 am sfraid that
0 Camet do thes® trom the funds at my disposal. 1 conside 5

i 1

.
bk

F (Q\ 7 ﬁ
S (&) Ay
T sha | ~
to you for counter-signature and I shall send up the Esti

= at my dispos

your Department shoulld meet the c;ost

Para 3:- The amount of R

e Rs.300/- wi .

inadequate to put up huts for the Sfa;ffmélllol t?)mt;:fer;id betfar too
e esent high

prices. I shall send necessar i
sary estimate i
‘ for this also shortly.

' 30-1.46,
sxecutive Lngineer
llgdanapalle, D;l

(3)
Co of 1
Py etter No.149 A’46_10 dated 2nd February 1946 from

the Curator, Madras Record Offi
i) . i i Chi J a
Mngineer, Uademapalle Divisj,onloe' Chittoor to the Executive
Buhi= Flas
g ague - Palmaner - Protective measures for the

Government records j
_ s: in Public W
Inspection Bungalow the Fublic forks Department

RefiZYour Ilwetter No.214 M d-at:ed 31-1-1946

Qs A
Since you consider ti i
r that the minor repairs mentioned

|
|
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. ¢ 1ot be executed out of your funds I am addressing » '!Ej'. S ! Lo ° ’")
1n1myhletj8r iim;nd requesting them to provide the funds required, A ' B | EEITY K. Deflr
e fovefmjni'a s the repalrs are urgently regulred to protect . , o 'ﬁ‘/&“\-\- %scz{k(,-s'g,g,,,, dal=d _|2-2-4 c.
In tne_megn”}me = t rat falls I request you kindly to execute ; | sl e - :
the b-llldlné agalns 8 -1t SBnCtj_on 3nd the “j)rovj_sj_on - - b 7 il —-&!mc &/f‘-ﬂ; fﬁv(nm i
them in anticipation of i;%‘firizl:l e begunl N o T 3 e
d a 4 : s Jo I ' B - MV el meacanr s A aniid-
of fands. Tundrstand B 130 ot Hopoed in the middls, | | A sk e it K g
’]I)‘gpaiulzinn;ed not nhowever be put up until the orders of the Govem. : T ¥ Bt 2 1%”;h42° Fomate
e [ = . i ' -2 : i
Snt are received. | A }sl! cfg, e oge LR L ._@__;»_gg,gjfgé; M 6,
ive your estimates I shall forward them to

As soon as 1 rece

the Govermment for approval and for provision of funds.

o

(8d) B.8,Bsliga,
Curator,
2-2_1946, 5
Public Works, Department, Chittoor,

--- <TWMQ>

S

Copy>to the Supervisor,
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o A/"M) o | g FEB 190 / &7 Chittoor, ‘l)lthO;‘;tCe.’. 2
N g St < PQO‘PJ 1’)46"
Rao Banadupr Dres-S-Badiga,Pa.~.(Lond.),
Curator; kadras wecord Oftice, Cdl [{Q0R. _ 2
Lo g -
Lhe Secrstary to Goverdment, ‘ :
iducation and Fuolic gealtn vepartlment
rort St.George, MALRAS.
S1T, i ' ARSI ¥ ‘ A -
Sub:+ Madras Record Offlce, Palmaller = 'Propyq iy
maz.sures for records against plagyes,
1< k€ Ref:- Government Memopandum No 489y -jyy«

: 5 iia'i'“..‘-‘
dated 1omeslsybe. e,
L have not received ally TESPOrt [rop the &
Znrineer Sndram thsretors unefle to state i oo 08 LXecyty
Zngineer 4nd am thgrefors unaple to 41 tn Certiinty L¥E
the repairs have ocen completed. L gy Bowever gg,io 29 faether
| Svlaatowhen

1hspected




S e then 8 ..x.“ "’\, R 1 e J"—e" I _.’ v - S "‘ -‘a .‘v",r.g;,‘. ‘ : N .4,”" ;
‘inspected the Palmaner ofrice last wesx I found taat most of Y
the mork had bsen completed.l am ariting to the Exscutive

sngineer today to ascertein ahelner the wor< 0as besn finided.

S

. 2. Nor am L in a position: to state definitely the amount
/thm wi 1 hayescorhensancilat e lor the repairs. I have not Jet 1
recesived the estimate promlsed BY tne P th v Erginens. (g
& addressing nim aoout THls 4l350. And a5 soon as L L

reply I snall inform tag woverament. In tas mewntime L tried
o bo"clb Gy I8P _St__lperv;segarul Fuolic wor«s Department, Uhittoor, o\ £
2 zoupn pab dn b g the expenditure, but he Oeing amay on camp %‘ajdj
‘today I could mot gobrany infopmation from him ci ther. Considering
homever taat the repairs are of & very minor maturs I am of opininn
that the expenditure cannot. exce |

-

ed, say, R8.200.
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“wine o Madras Record Office, o

b e W ‘,!g‘ (46-20 -!;.ﬂ 14, g i e T L !

From

Rao Bahadur Dr.B,5 Baliga, Fn, D (Lond.), . P
- Curator, lUadras Record Of iice, CHITTOOR,

To » ~ oy
The Secretary, to Government, -y
Zducation md Public Hes] th Department,

. X . Fort St,George, I e
Sir,\_;._‘ LR AR "

Sub: ~lladras Record Of fice - Palmaner - Protective measures -,:I"' ':
- for recorgs against plague, t\’ i Fe ;

-5 Zdn., dated

e e i e - b-t1e

Rel:~ Govermment, Memorandun No.4785 /4%
10-2-1946 and uy letter No.1ag 4/
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T encloge herewith the estimate of the cost of the repairs o € -wNeaguq

‘161@

which I have just received from the Ixecutive ingineer. It will J :
be seen from it that the expenditure amounts to Rs.160’- Th | Lobe 4

' h formed P — \E"Z_"L‘
mxecutive Zngineer has informed me that the work 4s being executed | 49‘5/ Edm., dokedd 9. o
in -anticipation of provision of funds. I therefore request that | 3 b
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the Government may be pleased to Sanction the amount reguired, ; : QQ:L ‘-%c\r{' Aawchion < Sxpendy {’ !
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Madras Record Office - Protective measures against .%ﬂ
L o, ,. s - .i- :”

o :
‘1 the branch office at Palmaner - Constructi
plague in the branch oiiilce at fa%paﬂ 1’ Construction

3 I N ST
of temporary|sheds Lor stall -

|

{

i

L" j N /N6 ot ol O =
From the Curator, M%H.U., No.149 A/46-1 dated 25-1-46,

|

Please se¢ the Curator's letter dn the c.f. He

—

may be authorised to put up 4 sheds at a cost ot exceeding = ||
| J
18
L

| |

3 i ; staff A draft or o ahms st
Rs.300/- for the s %Li. A draft order is submitted. |
ﬁ & :
2. 4 cop& of the letter may be sent to the b |

] |
and the Chemical Examiner to Govt. [or remarks with m
|

Gy LY

. I 4. anen B4 N - ‘
reference to para 4lof the letter. A draft endorseme

“l"
i
i
nt isad, |

2

. - ] “doraer N \
submitted. After issue of the endoroemeng’uue file may be \

e
sent to P.W.D. and Finance for acceptance of the draft order, |

Iﬁ Vo | ~JUAwnons CJLL*:v‘ e Al&74~L_ |
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