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CEYLON'S SCHOOL CHILDREN GzOW THEIR OWN VEGETABLES.
& s :

U et —

The scheme:

The Emergency School Food Production Campaign launche¢| *
by the Ceylon Government in July 19438 extends to abgout ﬂ ”
5000 vernacular schools all over the Island and has Tresulte
}n 9,384 tons of acdditional foodstuffs, part of which has ;
been consuped by the school children themgelves and the
sale of the rest has provided Rs. 7 lekhs. About Rs.75000 |
were spent on salaries of teachers and . inspectors and for
tools and implements. ‘ : o F {

Each rural school had a garden and this was cultivaneéj
f

by the children, but the lessons in gardening, were put
‘ . into practice by the pupils in thelr parents' gardens &Swp
well. The gardens being attached to the schoo.:.i the crops |

" . could be cared for properly.

e ——

: »
In addition, Crown lands in the wicinity of the sche

o0

were allowed to be cultivated. Moreover, certain land-
) : : i
. ~ OWners who could not cultivate their own lands becanse

|
[
| ™o
|
|
l

they lived rak awvay, were persuaded to let the‘schodi use

¥

the land either on & share basis or reng-free.
THE PLAN: » ]
R T * i
e order to carry out the new scheme (which meant
.

e

that school oM ldren should come both in-the morning gnd |8
1n €E€ afternobn) without interfering with the school
i ou;'rioulum ‘the ghildren were provided with a free a  §
: mid-day meal* eventually produced by thenselves, |
" A business-Like method of work was plenned. Rach {
class cultivateé 1ts own portion of the schocl garden and l

L4

v 1. "fr"ﬁ'ﬁ shares the 11°'§ proi‘it when the.produce was s014. Gardens, ’\
‘

i
) 1 2 '
_ﬂf, U "”"ﬁ%mﬁﬁiéﬁeﬁﬁgf@@ﬁﬁuﬁénts were divided into groups, each of |

1
*1
which was cultivated by a batch of pupils led by a teachs %
, il o . s
’ : he teacher gave instruction inm Preparetion. of beds,
%

drainag ;
bage and fencing, ang chose a fa00d cYop suitable fop
the soil and climate and also ne

caal 1l T - ,
gach home he knowledre
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| | THE ORGANISATION:

The scheme was launched with an intense wave of propaganda
backed by a proper administration. The Minister of Education

attended many meetines of teachers’; State Council members and

———

The organisation of the Education Department, under which

the island of Céylon is divided into six divisions with an Rauca-—

tion Officer in eharge of each division, was used as the basis

' of administration of the School ¥ood Production Drive, and two

| Inspectors were selected to concentrate on the development of

LR
the scheme. By means of vigits, inspections, reports ‘on progress,

~and medals ané prizes the spirit of the campaigns was maintained.

' The scheme needed trained teachers, but time would not

allow all the teachers to undérgo a thorough course in Agricul-

ture. lany teachers were, however, given short courses at the

+ Agriecultural centres.

.

RESULIS ACHIEVED:

Of the crops grown, yams (zamlnkand) come first the produc-

2 tion of whicech has Teached the total of 5877 tons.

Ratlioning and
4 .

Nutrition have not been neglected, and to give g balanged diet

i

f -

i gchools have been eéncouraged to produce plegty of vegetables,
!

particularly of the leafy type which amount to 1,587 tons. With
j the Rationing of the starchy foods some schocls® have concentrated
| on producing cereals, to enable them to become self-sufficient.

The schools had little experience of the fvamwnp of onJons but

ithey raised 415 tons, and although

prominent citizens did their share in making the meeting apuccess. .-

the drying of chillies was new,

they managed to produce over 200 tons,
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?k #kb) (viii) Organisation of a campgign ,of VGHOW Iore T gormmme
v ' " : o Vegetables" in vacant lands adjoining (’
% ﬁx/'ﬂ-o\ ‘? \ public institutions with special reference ;1/ >
| [Precee. M.?/s 1o schools.. (Item 7 of the 5th meeting —
| i ‘ ‘ and item 1(dx xI) of the last meeting.) ’/(, -
Al | . 2 ‘
! :
° This was considered along with item 5 of the agenda
l . "Opening of vegetable gardens in school premises.!
’ Dr. Karunarakaran stated that in Travancore the
3 : matter had still been under consideration
: , g of the @Government. He sai@d that though most of the
oD bogi Pk Aot BH 1T, 95110 , v AV | e schools in Travancore had compounds the difficulty of
) gano s ol g ey sl  Yogpodl, ot W » PR SL SLIL T 1 : fencing them stood in the way of growing vegetable etc.

[ Mr..Lobo said that the vegetable scheme could be
e ) [ worked in secondary schools also in the Madras Province, .
oAb iaan covholl MMenaizalmmm 3 feratuafl o ' { if' schoolk compounds could be fenced and water and
4 : - seg¥ds were.available. He stressed the need for the
(anThsl (To Fubrmrdvad 9dd a3 vaad oTeol ol ~ : co-operation of the Public Works and agricultural g,
R TeL e T . 50 f ; Departments for the successful working of the schie.
/ A ! ; 5 In some schools he said, cultivation of vegetables
S B B B B~2N\GE\SEES L oM wudte.d ' | ‘ could not be undertaken for want of wells for irrigation
g8, O=LINCINDSGO 5 0] . wEehi : in some for want of fencing and in others for want
(1B ’ P of advice from the agricultural demonstrators as to
~ RoldudenaV-nttitahoo e ' [ the kind of' vegetable that could be grown with refe-
{03 B, B\ Qe . | rence to the seasons, sultability of the soil ete.
; > . He suggested that the Government should prov1de'wells
54 d & T ) L. 3 TEoRaEST Yo Kot soir 9 wWhere there were none at present and that the Director
£ Jiai) ik 3 ¥y el o Wt ST LSS anmal J 7 : of Agriculture should instruct his local demonstra-
b i3 oa 331 CUe 9o rings D o vt neidiq. TIRas T tors to carry on an intensive campaign of Grow liore
ED 000 g Quid SETL %D it yions Vegetable in school compounds and to render all nccessary
gl aiul . i Y000 & Bitok Yl I8 nlaus oy ' assistance to the educational authorities bg visiting
R LERAT T WMBISuyidemt lanoiduoulid o) Snommaoved TH , \ the instriutions whenever necessary.

A

X : ; \ : ' " Mr. Kuttalingam Pillai explained that the Ma@ras
Va2 45 I Government had issued instructions to the educatiom)l |
N 2 | institutions through the Director of Public Instruction
’ : MR [ ' and to the Director of Agriculture and that secds were
Tedi L P FRiu ‘ 2 ' “~2? . |55 ‘ ' issued free of cost for vegetable cultivation in
e N ‘02 o A ( + (N school compounds. .
S Al NMALJM&NJ D) vy Q. HY &3 w | s ' “p '
- ! j v el ) Bl brmad | , ‘ Replying to a  remark that details of the Ceylon
y &1 ;as)&pk RS I0] oW VN AN i e MR e IO e seanlate, e, Narasings
: d¢~ﬁ::}h“‘" | Q Rao observec that Mr, Kirby had written to the GCeylon
ST - S s e T B SRR WS, T s s : Commissioner for details which wouldd be.furnished to
this committee on receipt.
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Finance(Accts-B) |

Please see the notes from p.l above.

The Propo-

sal is to organise a drive for the cultivation of vegety-

‘bles in school compounds. The conditions precddent t o

cultivation are set out in items (i) to {iv) in E.& H

note on p.4 above.

b ﬁ*jévt. ‘support the proposal/ s
g training of school eachér‘s)Lln ‘Blllad’g'as. it iFamﬂ-_r |

- d i >

Finance may also @greé to the prq,

posal in pr;p_gipl’e,_‘ % the proposal involves &= extra c ogt t|

= ) . | _Gov.t.},y the A.fmay be asked to obtain t{"i.e;/\atm_é_':l%tion of the Gov,.fi

| 5 S g A B Bk
) | T i . 3. tcm ey .4 above:~- 4s observed by gyt E
) 3 . ‘ | ‘ Y e i e e e : /“ i
/ L W PrVVO 2)\01 ¢ GL , ,’4.. . mu@h‘!%a,....%/FGQU1r°dv for growing some of the vegetableg and ‘
} 3 4360 P TN K /_!: v T s el there will be no question of acquiring, purchasing op Lo
S \'j ‘516)%6 “ P Ly TR D ST TR R A Lol Rensidhennsmans of cultivas~
T T s MG = kK ?J‘(/ e ﬁ, tion of vegetatlem. The cultivation M":? be ‘done in |
£ S p A0 .
=~V = e WY i (i
; N | the available space, {
Sl 4»7.VItem ) :- This may involve extra cost on accouy

4

of ‘ ¢ ‘
pgr'chase 'of aquipment) seeds and manure. Lhe D.P.I may

2» contact the DA, and put up concrete proposals in this Y‘espect‘%

1
together with information “e@arding the fipancial implic'{;tior\_§

J

e
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}
5% Item (iv) on p.4 abovp - Usually in éity"schools there

are water t aps with or w1thout foun s[and thmsour‘ceaw ill ordi-

narily suffice for vegetable growing. If the existing supply is not <
suf‘-ficient)\ steps to improve the supply by installing more taps or

‘ 1
digging wells may be necessary. v’{wse may be considered,if and when i "ﬁ/‘!’b
definite proposals are received withinformation of the additional cost

involved.
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