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~OF P.2980 L/Naik N.P. MUTHALAL 9 A,B.P,0, WHO WAS FOUND ‘

- N.P.Muthalam was found hanged,

Y

N EERT O AL R A, B¢

=

PROCEEZDINGS OF A4 COURT OF IN;UIRY ASSHIBLED 4T 9 aDV,
BASE PWBT OFFICE ON THE TWENTY SILTH DAY CF SEPT. 1945
BY ORDER OF.QFFICIATIﬁG COMUANDER CBPD SUB AREA TOR THE
PURPOSE OF INUIRING INTO THE CIRCUMSTANQES O THE DEATH

e

HANGED ON 20.TH SEPTEMBER 1945,

e

PRESIDENT, |
cAPT. suLW. Babcox. ®,szes,
MEMBIRS,
LIEUT, R.KOCH 3 C,L,I.

THE GOURT HAVING ..SSEMBLED PURSUANT TO ORDER
PROCEED TO TAKE THE FOLLONING EVIDENCE,

1. The cowrt proceeddd to examine the Suard Room where L/NK

Py P9 T
2. Throughout the following evidence L/Naik N.P.Muthalam

will be referred to as the "deceased",
1, Witness. Statement by 12550 Cpl, Young J.F,c. 2, ¢.L.I.

I am a Cpl, in 2, C¢.L.I, I was Guard Yommander at 9 ABPQ
on the night of 20-21 sppt., 1945, I had pos ted my sentry on the
2300-0100 shift and about 5 minutes later oy sentry summoned me to
say that the deceased was not asleep on hig be@ding, T walked up to
the window to make certain and finling him missing T moved over to
the next window of the adjoining room, I Torced open the window
and flaghed the tor™ch on and‘saw the deceased hangitg from a beem
almost in fromt of the door. I reported this to 0.0. 2 A,B.P.o.
and algso sent a runner with a message to my Coy; H,Q. len along wifg
the 0.Ce 9 AB.F,0, I opened the door and went in and founa the de-
ceased hanging by hiqmosquito net from the beem, In the meantime my
Coye. 0.C., the ahbuldnee and the policeprrived. The police asked the
ambulance party to take the deceased %o hospital,

@, When aid you come on duty ag Guard .Commanders

A, Between 1@45 and 19-00 hrs,

€. Did you look at the deceased between 19-00 anda 1}1-
A, Yeg, .Jlooked at him about Tour or five times,

Q. How did he appear to you dwing thege inspeetion®
A, In a thoughtful mood,

&e Did the deceaged talk to you during that perioas
A, Yes, about his 23 years service. in the Civil poot Office
in India, : e
Q. Who had the. key to the gﬁard Hoom in which the deceased was
, during yow tour of‘duty? e
A« ‘I had it Irom about 20-30 hrs, onwardg,
Qs Did anyone agk Tor the key from 20-30 hy
wag digcovered hanged?
Aes NO,

.%-NDid you open the door during that periods
Ac (3

00 hrge

S, wntil the deceage g

-
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(1 Bt e Bl B e O e St Pin e s e Acceasdd room,
¢ / other than through the door to whidh vou had the key?
1 A, No, E

} %. At what time was the l1ggt time wou looked at the

1 deceased? :

} A, At about 21-30 hrs,

Signed J.F.C. Young, Cpl,

2, Witness., Statement by Capt. H.F. Gurusahney, A.P.S.
I am officer commnding, 9 .4 p.p.

e 0. L/Naik N.P. Muthalam
was brought hefore me by V.C.0.Jem K, Subramania Iver at about 0915
hours on 20th Sept. 45. He wasg

: == charged under Sec.§7(d) of the
Iofs. tat is using criminal forge tg nis ;ﬁ;ergoéaaéfgcer knowing
him to be ags such. I mﬂde_preliminary in@uiries from the VCOQ
Jem, Subramania Iyer and witness L1.W.0.2 ®.p. Pannir Selvam and
found the deceased in an aggressive mood, ag he had already
assaulted a V,c,0. and was likely Totiol sone injury to him, He
\ was reduced to the rank of Sepoy unq ordered to be placed under
‘ close arrest and conifined to the Kotte Gurd, I ordered the 4 ,Q .M.

to take the prioner Ento custody gq pPer orders appedx. 'A' attached,

Then in the evening at 2815 houps same day, the guard
commander called me fl‘Ofll D.A.D.A.P.S. OfTice and reported that the
deceased was found hanging by his mosquito met in the Guard Room,

yI mmmedlately ordered him to bring the key and a hurricane lamp.
| We opened the door to the deceased's cell and Tound him hanging
& Tfrom a beam in his room. I omlereq the gentry to cut him down and-
| \then to get the ambulance and also infoimm the slave Island Police
. Station by telephone. The Tire Brigade came with an Ambulance

and I asked First Aid man to gLlvVe the deceased artificial reppriation
I immeidately wnet to =<ub Ara H.Q. and reported to the Night Duty
Officer and asked for the assigtance op the Military Police., He
advigsed me that it would take same time tg get the police frut that
I should get the deceased %0 hoopital. Phen T ordered my Sub, Faj.
to accompany the ambulance to the ¢,k.s, I followed them a
l1ittle later.

| The fTollowing morning, I waw t
| the inguest would take place in 132

at about 10600 hougs. I attended the
original inguiror o certificate of Za
A4 verdicet of death bw qpicide by ha

0ld by slave Idl and Police that
~¥eylong Yeneral Hospital
ihoguest and the cpy of the

th is attached ag Appdx . "BPE.
N4ing wags returned.

@e How long have you known the Qkﬂﬂxnﬂx degcaseds
| A, Sinee 7 July 1245.

i %. Pid you know 1T the decasea

\ might cause him tq take hig o
' A, Not to my knowledge,

” Q. ~hat is your opinion of

 any personal worrieg which
wn 1ife¥

the deceaged's charactere
and unintel ligent,
e Guard Room? :

A, He wag old, lazy, Si?kly
| Q. Was there any light in th
| A. No.

} €. Po you think that he wag afraiqd of wiat the ¥.C.o. might do

f to him after he wag releagseds
i = know if he haad
» Bo you : : any enemien~ 4
%. Not to my knowledge, Meg in the unite

we "hat was the griev ance

agai 2
Ao He aid not state any gri gaingt the Vv,C,0,7.

evance to me,

£ ®igned H.F. Gurusahangy ,

945 . CQPF.
26-9-1949, 0.G. 9 Adv, Base Post office,
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3rd Witnegss. Statement by Jem, Subramanian (P. 2977). ng“

Ian V.C,0. in 9 A.B.P.0, I was on night duty on the )
night 19/20 Sept., 45, I was returning from the D,A.D.4.P.S.. 0fTice
after handing over certain documents at abogt 99&5.hrg. on the 20th
Sept, 45, The deceased came up to me and asked me Whether I would
Speak to the 0.C. about a grant of lsave to him, T told him thgt
I had already sopken to the 0.vY., andthat his leave would be granteq
in due course as goon ag another man 2eturned from leave, I assured
himplgo that I would epeak to the clerk concerned to get hig appli-
catlon in time, While I wag answering him he slgppea me on the
face with hig hand, Yhis action was 50 suddén that L could not
parry. Then I bawled out an exclamation, I.W.0. 2 K,.P, Panmin.
Selvam came in our @ rection. Then_; saw the deceaged Témoving hig
shoegs. “ome more people from the offlcegcame and @eld him, He was
taken to the 0.0,'s office where the O.v. acked h%m SOIie  Guegti opgy
I prepared a charge cheet and handed it to him, he 0,C, gave .
orders for the deceased to be put under cloge arrest: In the’eveni1o
of the 20th Sept. at 19-30 hows. I came on dut ¥ again; The co.‘vreq%D
pondent clerk gave me a letter addressed to 0.C, 2 e Pegardiﬁg
the fwnishing of a guard over the deceased. I got g clerk to Bel 1y em
it to theWuard Room, er

o, Honz long have you known the deceased?

A, Since April 1943,

Q. Do you know if the deceased had any personal wop
Lamily troubles etc.

A, I dofl not know, He askel me once whetherp
weefks regt in the camp.

4. Did he say why he wanted this rest?

A, No, .

W When he agked you for his leave dd hes gay Why he w:
1o Wanteq

A. No, :

Qs What were your relations with deceased prj g t6 fike
S ineident% P e 18

A. @ute alright - he had never Ageresai v

Q. What sort %f a character did the deceaseq hzvzg e befOPe

A, He was a bit lazy and rather vague, ‘

Q. Did the deceagsed make an application to the ¢ o

he agked you that morning? : i e’
A, Yes, and the 0,0, had told him that it woulq pe
in due ecourse.

@. Has he any elogse friends in sthe unite

AL Noj

&+ Yhen he asked for his leave he made no thy

A. No, ,

W, When he acked for hig leave he made no threatel_

. Noc ! 3111;:7; Pema )

Q. When the 0,0, ordered the deceagsed to be Dlaoqq rk

close arrest, hew dia the deceased behaves ~— Wdep
A, He paig nothing,

eg,

he 3
could have 5

8ra nt eq

eutening 3

Qe %
. O‘llu 111\.8‘)

®lgned Jep
Q6_5_§-Subu

YA Mg 14
945' lahlan

)
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/'/ oth Witness: Statement by 15636 Pte Tallakaratna G.A. - &
> 1 ,‘/‘* ; S . i
2 : e ~ i . . 'S ng the gentry on the 230
Ath witness Statement by P.2403 Twn o - IR g 2 I am a private in 2 C.L.I. I was = IS
4th witnegs.  Stabement by P.2405 Two. 2, x,p, pannir Selvam, [ 01-00 hours chift on the night 20/2l sept. The Guard Commander|

pawm ted me outside the “uard iLoom in which the deceaged was at 23-00
hrs . The Guard Commander bold me to keep an DERE eye on the deceagsed., l
AS soon as the Guard vommander left me, I looked through the wmaikw Windo\\
and Llasheds theitorch inside and found that the deceased wag ;
not in that room., Then I went to the door to see il everything was \
alright and went back to the whdilow and looked in againe. I could not .
see Tthe deceaged in the room, I came about 20 Tt towards the Guard
Room 2nd shouted Tor Lthe Guad Commander, I told him that- I could
not gee the prisoner in the rc{om. 'll’henlgf}ar% g?nnn?nde}r came with
Q Al B G deceag E . ‘ / ] me and looked through the window and iladhec 1e toxxh onee more
:: ‘égl: did not cee the deceaged slap the V.C.O's Tace? | intoltlge 1’001{1. He %houtedt;ﬂl%ge Ogﬁhg?e‘f,’fﬁgow ggirgxqgseﬁgmgimwﬁr. The
. i ar c *sati : ‘ wrd Commander wert over T = : g a it o
"72" ;Ed {?“Ihi“;i g%glgog‘éelrfmff%iO}l between the two? ‘ i ; is he opened it, he flashed his torch in and I saw the deceased i
& @i L dess Ioh o avay 5 ' hanging from the beam. . The. Guard Commander told the 0.C. 9 a,B.p
<. Did the deceased say anything o the V.C.0. when you T _ g C s Laggons BB 6.
came up to them? g s Sk ‘ i ‘ and I carried on with my nomal dubieS.
A, Yes, he was uding aggresive 1: - ' :
Qe Did’the V.C.0s eply? lallguage, |

; I-om an I.W.0. 2 10 9 AB.P.0O, I wag workine. on the
; varandah at about 8900 hows on 20th s e e
| and the dececased halking also on the veranah Suddenly T heamd
the VCO shout out., . I immediately twrn ed 1‘01111(10 ani saw the deceaséd
4 raise his hand behind his head, 4t A s time I ran over to them.
[' 1 saw the deceased removing his shoeg ’Clll(_'t"the V.C.0., moved away.

!

®. Did you actually see the deceagsed alive when you wint

A, No. he said nothing. : A N(om duty at 23-007

4 - kl d e )

:. }n{ggll%oggm}é?lzﬁ-y011 OWn the deceased? @. S0 the deceased may have been dead when you took oyer,

Q. bi ; ceased have c vk o -~ “+, Yes,. il 3 i 1

;f" Néd e A HEY Partigular fmiends? Q. Did you hear any scrambling or choking noises coming frep

the Guard Room?
A ) NO o

(Signed) k.p. Pannir Selvam Q. When the Guard Commander posted you at 23-00 hrs, qig

26-9-1945, he check that the deceased was there,
3 A, NO»
5th Witness. Statement by p,2110 Sepoy Pulin Byapari. | ) Signed. G.A. Talakaratpg
: 26-9-1945, 3
vgot ., <uarter Master 3 it 143 : S : 3
am the 95T . < : A in 9 A, B.P.0. At .1430 3 St te William Si |
hot ‘sIon the 20th Sept., 45 2w Maj. t01q me to sweep the .Guad Room oub . 7th Witnews. atement by 17092 pte ngho, |

Then he told me to put the deceased in the guard Room. He walked
over to the Guard Room and before the qepgaged entered, he was
searched by the Sub., #ajor. T locked the qeceased in the Guard Room
and was then told to stay on the verads, The Sub. Maj. tola me

to have a look at him now and again, I T dia so fourwtinens, At
16-00 hours I took tea %o hilll. At 18-00 howg I went for my meal

in the camp, &t that tlime I asked him ip pe wanted anything or
wished to go to the lavatory. He aiq pot require anything, at

19 00 hours I came back With his men) " pygnket aml a mosguito net.
Then 1 asked Jem. D“bl’?m‘{n%?n about handing the prisomer over t0 the {
guard, to which he l’epll@(1 1at €Verything had been cared for. I
acked him that because I o not Know anything about military pro-

I am a private in 2 ¢,L.I. I was on guard from 21=00 to
23-00 hrs., on the 20th September 1945,

Q. Did you know there wachh pricsoner in the Guard gr

A, Yes 1 saw him through the winlow,

Qe At what tire aid you last see the deceased alivee

A, At about 22-30 hrs. i

3 @e. Did you say anything to the deceased?

A, I went three tiies and looked through the window anad
deceased walking about the room, I went a fourty Ti(‘ Saw the
at about 22-30 hourdhnd saw him sleeping on the gy goo

ocom?e

. m 50 the Guayw > blanket and the mosg\Wito net beside him., T agx T on pi
cg?ﬂl}le-“ llligcéa\«qgﬁt}ég mefll(’“‘%;gncﬁrmnana@r and asked him about he (the deceased) wgs agleep; he grunted in 1}@‘;‘}: him 1eth§r
. .o the deceased. T C£et and mosquito net. He told me 4. The deceagsed had said nothing %o you earlier in fy'

! -t;m;}e tl&ergegoed 1?11“ meai) Blanl;:tgual‘d Commander came with me. We A, NO,. ‘ b eVening‘?
gave the de se e (P skl 3 and mogyuito net and then I 8gave . Did you hear iseg tween 22350~ )
The key to the Guard Commnder and wept of f Auty. ZI.. = ngthinga;taralirlodd noises between 2230-2300 howr g,
e g : 4 ! s "here you near % g vi w all the t+3
Q. When yol;ozlzittgillj?he Prioner, aig he say anything to | < i 233700 hrgf the cloged windo 18 time betweey 22-50
. .f A 1§91’ I was near the open one. |
: : S ‘ . RB1d an rS 3 5 : ag
A, No exeept to 8AY he dId net wapr anytihingf s | sekul R el TR R s s LU L LT
Ao No, definitely not, _
(Signea) pulin Byaparai p,.3110, | (signed) Williap Sing
‘ gh

26-9<] 945" ° Pte.

—
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end - witnegs recalled, Capt. H.F. Gurusahney =.F.S.
Q. Yia the deceased offer any exouse | 2 :
: : s e - o aviour, when you
? were taking the charge T el ocha v Lont, fwiieniy
s, NO, nomne, 5
Q. What punishment did you award hmme
e 1 (L:-Ld not mord h;m SRy Summary punig hment but I reduced
him 1'10 the ranks and orders o ey e
the <d,ll. to be kept under close arrest until he wag
ok brought %Je:l.orgL fﬂe °n a charge at g later date.
Q. When you charged him, Aid you ask Wim 3 : i
5 S G 1ad anyt to
say in his defence. SX him if he ha vt hing
=4

8th Witnegs.

I

about 12-00 hrs. on 20 Sept. ana
a VCO on the Tace,
was to be put in the Guard Room,
camp to obtain the key {from Q.M,
get the key. a4t about 12-15 howrg I
to the camp for lunch.
A/«.M. arrived shortly after with the e

guard Room and ga=m get it clean, s

the

searched his pockets and took POSgeggi
He was put inside and locked up ang t e
waa told to took after him,

gth Witnesso

gince April, 1943.

I said, "Anything farther" put pe Aid not answer,

5_3(1. H.F. Guusahney, &
" CRPT,
0°C‘ 9 A.B.P.O. .

Statement by Subedar Major Abdul wuadir,

am a sub Maje. 1n 9 A.B.P.0, T arrived in the office at

Yas told that the deceased had slappéed

I was told by 0,6, 9 A.B.p.0. that the decease&E

I immediately sent a man to the

A8 the W, M, wag out he couldnot

He i Sent the deceased with agn. escort
wWas Brought at about 18-00 hours., The

et I told him to open the

: Alter +thi took Tl as

wvuard Hoom at about 14-30 hours, Tllllzele\.s::Et. QeM, lgmsileriserg;f% >

on of the articles found there,

key given to the A,q,M, who

&. Do you know the deceageq well®
A, He works in my office ang ’
«@e DO you know if 1.13;1(1 any 1r»
A. No, he was a quiet Tellow
other mn,

Qe What aid you take Trom hip
A., A plece of string, a hangk

and some smalj]

wags very quiet. He wasg glow at wodk.
iends in mrticular? | y
and a4id not mix Wi th the

iWwhen you gsearched him?
€rghief, a pair of gpectables
Change,

(Signed) #bdul «Quadi », '
pie =l Sub Major 26-9-1945,
“tatement w,q, € $.6, Subramanian.
I am the Chief Clexrk in 9 A.B,p. .o

One day 7fhe told I have known the deceased

Service at some time earlier, thinpks Te that he had volunteered for riela

Poostman's Jjob,

He had not howevey, g that he would Pe given a Heagq

was later than he had eXpected, At been ealled up until 1943 which

as there wag no chance of Promotion,
had been called up.

that time he did not wamt to Jjoin
But ag he was medically £it he

I produced a true copy o th

of Death (=att. at Appendix B) Ag j._.'C"l’iginal Inguiries certificate

of accounts, he was not ir lebit ,
sid a Pamily allotment 25 Rg,

ag I can tell Tfrom his statemept
He had wiTe and 5 children and

p . a mo x = . ’ s
details are in his personal file, Nth to nis sen, all of which

A Wos iNgs that might have WwWorried him?
Have owu any k
iy 0 nouwd e he 1.od€e of hig preyiow records !
and had b]d(1 Struck a Senior Officer while in Tyd ncom)je
€en pogtea here ags a punishment .

The cuowrt cloni‘irmed the above statement and found the detalls
in the letter addressed to DADAPS Ceylon «<rmy Command, The ref, op
the letter isNo.LO of 643 Sy, Pl, RIASC dated the 18 June 45, In
this letter it is stated that L/Naik Muthalam astruck an I.W,0.
7.V, Nair w th a canvas shof/and suggested that he showld be posted
to 9= A.B.P.0, as a punishment.

5 ;W/

/( The cowrt adjouned to consider its opinion,
\
1he court ig of opinion
| (1) That P,2980 L/Ni. N.P.Muthalam committed suiciqe by
| hanging between 22-30 and 23-00 hrs. on the 20-9-45
' (2) It is hard to determine the state of mind of the |
! deceased at that time. Tt seems that in view op ,d
fact that he had committed an offence againgt 5
senior:officer Tar the gecond time and had beep
placed under close arreRf in the Guard Loom, pe
considered that the punishment Tortheoming “’Ias to

{ .
11 be severe,

(Signed) J.M.W, Badcokk,
CapT,
Presidemt ,
(Signed) R. Koch,

Lieut,
Member,

27th Sep tember 9 4,B,P.0,
OPINION (F COLMANDER CBO SUB AREA,

1. No. P.2980 L/Naik Muthalam N.P. met his death at hig

. ov
hands between 22-30 hours and 23-00 on the 20 Sept, 45, e

2., There is insufficient evidence to sllo\#lis state or ming
but it is possible that he felt depressel and himilateq at’b 4
charged for the second time vwith ostriking a sSuperior, €ing

EJZ. Hic death is not attributable to Military Field Servige

Sd.

FOR BRIGADIER,

¢cBO 8 Oct., 1945, COMMANDER CBO SUB ARA,

.\Mer Book eutry No,725 dateq

28- 20-9-1945,

Appendix A,
p,2980 N.P. Muthalam hag been placed under close aryegt

The &.M. and 4,B,M, will take charge of him and hgpq
him over to the CLI guard in the evening.

He will be taken to gamp for lunch under escart,

Capb, belt and paybook will be recovered and kept 1
sustody in the store room, Pt iy :‘a'i‘e__



APPANDIX IB?
i cates of DPeath

Copy of the original Inguirie“ CewE 11

3 ﬂ;.lber{: Peries of St. Davie 5
_ inbo deaths of “the Solombo Dlutrscgaza Elace,
Hospital, Hegent Street umer o plsm,l sions of r‘hapfer XXXTTI of
the Cyelong vrlmlnal rrocedure L,oae on the (1ead body of \j P,
tiat the purtl\,ulars stted in the ‘Cedule hereto are brue and
correct and I hereby authorige the burial of the deal body.

folombo, Inguirieg
er‘bli‘y that I have _this day

Dated at Colombo the 2lgt

Yay or September, 1945,

P S84/ Albert Pameg,
BGuiricy into Ueaths, Colombo Dt

CHEDUIE,

1, Date and place of Veath

On 20-9-45 at the 5ase‘4ilitary Post

Office, Slave Idl and,
2, Name in full M.P.Muthalam (Full name not known)
3, “ex and Nationallty Male-Inaian-Tamil.
4, Age About 50 years.
5, Rank or Profegsion Lance Naik P.2880 “rmy Pogtal Sel‘Vioes;
6, Nameg in full of parents Not known , .
7. Cauge :of death 7

ashyxia from Hanging,

Whether Homgide,. Suigide
or Accident

(4]
°

Suicide,

9, Place of Burial or Cremations Gener 1 cemetry~-Kanathie

ez,

Tor Dirvept or of Public Instyyection.

< 2 o 35 pr A g ¢ g: i |
ey R
______ HIBJ‘L_SVJ (E. /ﬁg\ ’) TM’{'M‘ uuw% ﬂ;&-

( TR
G A LA i el '2"6" P RE o h:.)) 5244
f _144%wh 2T Ar/4n6 > 1. 6. v =t
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