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'#ﬁe higher elementary standards and in primary
departments of secendary-scnools. The Government
havekarefully considered the question whether it
is necessary to begin xhe study of English at sueh
{an early stage and they have come to the conclusien,
bhat ;t would be sufficient 1f the teaching of
English'is commenced in %he VI.standard of higher
elementary schools and in Form I of secendary |
scﬁeols. The Government accordingly direct that ?he, ﬁ}
teaching of English in standard IVFf elementary
schools Should be abolished with effect from the
_wcurrent scheol year and in standard V from the
.

next school year.

2. English should not be taught in the primary
'5-‘"-'F§pﬁ§tmen§,.bf secondary schools. In seconda
B0, ol "

¢ ‘?chools in which English is now taught‘in

- nrimary classes, the: teaching of the langg_
: ses I te / '
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Indeed, it is found that most children take up this new study

with remarkable enthusiasm". Besides, it has been laid down
thet a pupil should show sufficient' facility in one language
before undertaking the study of a second one.

?% These Qre canon’s of education which have been accepted all
the world over as a sound basis for bgglding up the educational
. structure of any countn&. The Government is of opinion that the

educational gdifice in this country also should. follow the same

sound cenons of thisxemmatry education. - This will have another

=

adventege of removing the great disadventages which the elementary

Schools in the villages are suffering from today because of the
b fact that English is teught in the primsry stages in schools
! attached to high schools and it is not compulsory in the element
tary schools.- This has developed in the latter en inferiority
complex and the boys in the villages have a maniz for going to
the high school. I have received meny representations, after
teking up office that this difference should be abolished and all
primary schools should have the same studies in curricula and
studies and so it ié hereby ordered: !
| (1) that henceforth the regional language shall be regarded ||
! ag the first langusage and English the second language in our . ;
secondary schools; !
(2) that the teaching of English as & langusge shall be begun
or

from the I Form mm in the corresponding cless in a higher: elementary

school ;

(3) that the time till now given for study of English in the
\ primary schools shall henceforth be divided between the mother
tongue, geography, gerden work and other extre curricular activities;
(4) the high .school will remodel its syllabus of teaching English
W aecordingly., OSince the pupils that are being admitted to I Form
this year will be according to the old scheme, they will heve suf-
ficient time before the beginning of the next school year to remodel

their syllabus on the teaching of English.
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U.0. reply. Office of the Director of

Public Instruetion,Madras, 22-5-46,
Re-gsubmitted.

/[ Af- on page 1 in thé u.0. note is not gquite
correct. English is not considered as the first
1gnguage in the higher standards of elementary schools.
English in»elementary é&hoois is berﬁitted as ép
optional in Stds. IV and V of lower clementary sehools
and in the higher elementary standards. It is only
an optional for the E,S.L.C. examination of the VIII
Standard. In 1945 and 1946, out of 19,303 and 20,186
candidates respectively for the E.S.L.C. examination,
only 8,084 and 7;536 respectively took English as
optional. Further only secondary grade trained teachers
are permitted to teach English.

L The idea that elementary sehools are 1nferior
to secondary sehools only because English is taught
more extensively in the latter is not quite correct.
Elementary sehools are definitely an inferior variety
of schools. Cheapness counts and inferiority is

inherent in the organisation itself. Their status ean

be changed only by improving the standard of teachers,
the accommodation and equipment and not by merely
expunging English from the currieulum.

J I entirely agree that there is no need for
English in elementary sechools and in the primary
departments of secondary schools. I also agree that
English should be begun in the I Form of seec ondary

schools or in the VI Standard of higher elementary

schools and that in secondary schools the vernacular
should be the first 1anguhge and not the seeond lan-

guage of the eurriculum, This will probably mean
of

lowering/the standard of English that is now
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for the S.S.L.C. and Matricﬁlétﬁon examination and for

the yniversity examinations. I may therefore be permitted
to point out that this lowering of the standard of English

in the secondary and collegiate stages should be accompanied

)

by a detailed review of the whole position of English in the

curricula of studies.

4, Our objective in studying English in India at present
anqﬁn the m immediate futurekis somewhat different to the
objective whiech an Englishman has in studying a foreign lan-
guage. In tﬁé absence of a common language for the whole of
India, English has to serve as an inter-provincial language
for a long time to come;' farther in the interests of our own
young m men and women who have to compete with others all
over the world, it is necessary thét nothing.should be done

whieh would handicap them in their race in the world. oOur

languages are not ocecupying at present the same position in
respect of the world heritage of thought and action as English
I and other foreign languages. One can envisage a time when a
'common indian language will become the medium of instruetion
and it will be sufficient to serve the interests of the youths

in this country. fven so it is not possible to envisage a

time in the near future when Indians will be able to do without

a practieal knowledge of tnglish. <therefore English, in spite
i of anything we may wish, is bound to be the connecting link
between the indian youths and the world heritage. English will

require careful handling not for the sake of English as sueh

but for the sake of the larger Interests of the indian youths,

this means that there should be ample opportunities for the

embitious youths who want to be anything more than humdrum

art
isans and labourers to get a good command of English as the
medium of higher knowledge,

&
A8 regards the mother-tongue, there is no question that

N it

\\ should be cultivated, nurtured, expanded and enriched as

ich ag possib i
le.  ihe 1ow standard of profiecieney im the

‘—\mwi ' - - 5.

vernaculars is due not so much to the lesser attenticn that is
being paid to it but to the low technique of teaching adopted
and the lower status occupied by the subjeect and by the teachers
and professors who are in charge of it. 1% is therefore essen-
tial that the vernaculars should be taught by teachers trained
in the methods of teaching that subject. If this were done,
higher and more substantial work could be done in all schools

| and colle ges., fhe teachers in charge of the subjeets should be

' on the same footing as teachers in other subjects. in the lower

| forms and upper forms, vernacular should be handled by only®

g trained graduates who have specialised in the language.

| 4“ in regard to the inglish course in our secondary schools
I suggest that the qnestion of adopting Basic English may now

be taken up. 1t has been accepted by very responsible persons

in various countries that the Basiec system of English or any

other language is based on simplicity and common sense. The
A present teaching of English in our secondary schools does not
give command of the language to any student unless that student
is accustomed to speak inglish at home. in all other cases
. the student is not expected to do anything beyond the cramming
of sentences from text-books and rules from Grammar. Lately
a meeting was convened at Simla to consider this guestion of
Basie English but unfortunately the permanent birector could
not attend it on acecount of illness. 'When the Proceedings of
o that meeting are communieated to this Department . would suggest
that a ommittee might be appointed to go into this whole ques-
tion as it is very desirable that our pupila’at least in the
lower forms should get a command of English through sasie
English rather than go through the present syllabuses in English

which are totally unsatisfaectory.

7 In regard to item 3 of the orders which the Hon'ble

\ Minister proposes to igsue 1 may say that it ig not necessary

Vo \ to specify how the time saved om account of the apolition of

[} e, Bnglish ghould be used in the sehool,
(l‘i‘\./ﬂ"”"""‘—\\'
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Deputy Direetor of puypiie Instruction,
(in charge)
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- Attention is invited to -the propésalq of
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H.M., Edn. at pp: 1-2.c.f. beléw which were sent fo the

oy L 1’\(‘ -“[
%vw-?—,w 7 ;
'bétl. Uw\rn\«.u L ”..,

.P.I u.o. for remarks and to the D.P.I.'s U.0. reply

7
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st pp: 3-6'c.f. below. -
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2. The D.P.I.'s repnly was received yesterdsy

afternoon. H.M.,Edn. desired that the case should_ be

made ready for him to proceed with by about 11 O' cloek

|

ltoday I _regret that 1t has not been possible for me,

'5.3‘

therefore, to get fully informed as to the exlsting

position, collect all the material bearing on the cguestion

consider it on the background of whatever previous

discussions there. may hévg been, think out fully fthe

lmplications of the proposal, and then present the whole s

5. As pointed Put by the D.P.I in para 1

of his note there is no queskigg_of English being .

mentioned &a& in H.M.'s note at _""L"_@.QE:SLLEJ_,Q

et

coneidered as the Tirst language in the higher classes 0?!
e

=

lementary Schools; 1t is only an optional language

+achools;—even-there however it can be considered ss the

t“epe%-bux—aa§anentLy_JLJL_jugL_jhinking_ni_ihguhlgngz_
_standards in the primary sections attached to the secondary

|

"““*"Iaid*cn_tt;~?and*bette?«%&e&%i%ies—£0r~%ea@héng~it~an§~«

avallable == for I believe —the eyllabuses —are the —
’—‘S”HmO 3 e . e e e o PR R

first language only in the sense—that greater emphasis 1is|

4. The pith of H.M.'s present proposals 1s

- that mentioned as item 2 at page 2 ¢c.f. Item (e

ther

~mwuww*_~m%4mw—M%wmmmrmump3ﬁmgqigff{;%_“w

~-~"*7kL;i;£LJj /"“"”“"an*urﬁerT*tithnr7~wi%@mA~4 ~~~~~~ 8-consecuential opn item 2
e ‘—f* - o Tand WAy g0 slong with ity T

____;;_ﬁmimang‘;scxians~o£~thgwancQndanx_gganlggrﬁnﬂ _any way

S sugpested-by the-—D-P-I inepePHY 7 of his note, go  into..

Ve referenc 4+aggarentlx' to the

—is—introdustory and~nldnolanatany'- I doubt if we need
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S | d iR ' or clase" came in with particular reference, I belleve,
6. Item 2 in effect means the prohibition | of — | i o to the primary sections -of secondary schools. Thge
1in of-En.qli,sh in classes loweér th.?m ‘Form I -aor 2 il o, cxemptions are given primarily for the benefit oi‘ "y
S | ) . |pupils in multilingual areas. Any -way the same
. One of the reasons.suggested. by H:M. islthatl * ;L reasons which would: demand and justify exemption
mentary schools —_ '4, it M__( |beine given under that Rule would demand and Justifty
‘ and the corresponding  primary sections-in secondary schools. - = T3y ‘ g sanpllanibaieg Sotve N v
diffe . sever, more fundamental than the ere . 'v‘j an | ' , ( .| the medium of instruction were to be English there
r B A | "  The D.PLI. —— \;‘I s would be no point in prohibiting the teaching of English:
i l“ indicated s gl 1 SR T thpe ir ’}5 3CF S ‘A i tand unless there is instruction in English jtself, it
5dd the consideration that Hiche Zlementariv-Sehbols y ’1 25 . would not be feasj_hla_m._ham_Engluh_a.a_thg_mg_dm_____
t P e b enatel v iuta ST SR _&rﬁ_&ﬁgﬁﬂb_mv_o% T P el Fol v—Oi—ins-tmaction_in_thf—subéM=
B .. . e SRS T ~ f‘ o | 9. If the change®wvhere 1t is ordered to
B . L | be made, is to.be introduced in the school year about |
g2 ted—with supuxxunrymtﬂﬁam | | = i
e : I R A TGS e s forteaching 5 | 2 _._ﬁ_.*_t% i_ﬁbllmﬂ;_&ﬂ,_a_mg; would it
.‘“ Englieh in the primary XERE classes and & SmOOTHer avenug . r aot-suffics to--b Mﬁwﬂmv AR
Y0 secondary 6dﬁcatldn, andxtk}at is looked on ae an advantage, v X , 1 Lms‘—}ﬁatlmx n&_—thc__bar_io_szandard_ =
.-‘, Is It really JustiTiable to take away that advantage .rid 73-; : ‘ .,4" wheﬁnc*ct——yaan)@_as_to—mmbl-&—pupils_A_who had already .
L iGine thers neveld in orderiio pv}h; R " “'“—*—_—%—b"ﬁu"‘““mglﬂi"h‘m—smﬂé A8 TRer— S conlnis .*‘
.. 'thcm and the elementary schools in the same position ?.} o TR TS e A }mem”ﬂiw‘mww e
B EaRH M LR cotarrea to 1t only as an F 0 made; T-am sugfesting —this-with reference to—the faot -
incidental point. The main argument is in the passages ._ e I R T ‘-—-v-thft’ﬁ—i:’c—*i’s'iﬂ“st'ﬂndﬁrd—w”fhat‘”E’hm*m‘”ﬂ‘s‘em*“'“"“ 1
preceding. I respectfully agree that on those main - SRS "' T make a-begiming with—English; the provision —should be ;
grounds the teaching of English in clasces lower than Form I L T ————{simtiar—of —course—for the 'COI‘WSD‘Oﬂd‘-‘EW‘GW"%‘“‘1
; or Class VI should be abolished. The D.P.I has alsq | § T T4 primary sections of secondary schoolss ==
‘agreed to this 1in the earlier portion of para 3 of his Eﬁ—;___:’ ‘ s RG] BT et = AHJ}Z—_ nfenosal « ekt Nk ‘
§ rote. T e ety i iaiies o7 seatTonE ot et nunien N
e Tf{f_f_"_ . b" oy diffic“lt_y.}?B,"_d_”ﬁi.?g.w G T | \T‘—?L‘(;;g:;;r;; e ALbrs have! tat e Eis ik S i
,} in voepect _of Bleuentary Sohools. In the primry saotions s I —~~—~*-~—~-~-—~-;:::i£" B h e
\ of Secondary Schools however we may have to consider whether : 1 — ié-’—‘i‘i»-@ff_‘.w-“ p;qfﬁ; A T“\_L PRI i eptance |
it i’ Vi I - | F =Pt Hls note. I gp not know if his acceptance;
- S00€  exceptions wlll not have to be made. Attention 1s , == = L e e o b 7o sk Lo dn_the earlier vortion of that _P.@m‘«'—j
~AWited to Rule 60 of the Educational Rules. On the Q}ﬁﬂft“tﬁf : é AETELSER ’A'_“'ii'""auﬂm“'hoJhe——rsxisw__‘_mm}; Ang_;;,_d,ﬁ_auss'siﬂ!ﬂ*—»-m.i
= {
-question of the medium of instruction, there is provision .~ = ‘ffh AT T th%}ontm‘“‘ﬂihis? I _do not. think "
| _« - made for the D.P,I mgﬁ“&i««mﬂr ;Lor special reasons, I DR __j~jj;::szi:g‘:ikign‘mn%“ﬁ o B " y
| 1 —mfmmﬂﬁglimaih&mﬂdium, and the pyle . in ites ppelsent eeoec T o mﬂf%-~-iﬁ~gﬁgli‘3¥§* . A \
R _

- ‘fe@mw--_ -alleowing. ?Lf&m-t@-«ée-..t&qa,t~§;n-»¥’9§p€ﬁ$ «—0%~“ﬁﬂ¥“*fﬁfm“?.
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will be assessed on the standard of 'oerformance _not in

nglish but 1in the mg;g@r-tongue and .,nlraly that ,

nthe: mc‘aanﬂhi&e& if there is & handicap of the kind

dndlicated above i% should be overlocked in view of the !
. \ arger intereste  involved : o j; ;

:A_ -edueatior P— S ERenE e Z23s : : - " O &S UF : | o | . | . 13. A connected question is that of s R 3!

| attainment FUORLEE R T e l LR AN Ve _recrultment to Provincial and Subordinate Services :

| even though—the Der 1 #55 VLA / Form—I-or Stapdard ",I',’? I ¢ | ‘ | generally. A lowering of standards in fnglish would i

Y ,.;,,4 10 uppos Lo ORISR LSS NS W T : L ¢ reflected in a lowering of 'efficiency' in 211 ranks ’i’

IE G Ue o tirer GoTgy MO £ 2 i =T 4 Rl nrespect of handling of business in English - a 3*}

SR 3 1 7 b 7 . pertinent point so long as Enslish continu_% ﬁ,

TEOE W 1is view, and I may be permittpd to ; ‘ %1 : o e - i ’m’a_ }

i say that I reEpectIully ahe t6o. So. 1t 1s the TIrst s "1,‘. 4 : rpﬂat(’dl_chamn"la‘lnlno‘ I believe, of the detmiﬁL; ,4

alterna!t'iv)ve that will hav‘é to be explored. But that canh be I DN -in-quality ~91‘ thmandj.daiw for the Winlaterial .« W §

.;'a'k_tn l;p Iatér on: we need not wait until that is done ST L = — .Tviee3~T&.n&>$h_Ls_ha&_bggn_g$tanutgd,_L$mT_tg_m_w”1

" %o lumplement the present proposal. : _ ¥ s~ Broreorod uie of the %Wﬁ_me_mmﬁd XA - |

| _& 12. I am not able quite to follow the drift s ;’#"_ .limion‘iﬁﬁ%éﬁa—ow}ﬂhf—“%mﬁfﬂ~«ﬁfj

; e of para 4 of the D.P.I.'s note. If ?it is meant to be merely }3 § ef E’“ " jm, i , T | [vould, however; be-as-indicated —undor—the head teecondly! 4
'u"a;. plea for the continuance of the study ‘of English, it|may B e | |¥n the previous paragraph;—and I think we —are-entitled

& be noted that that is unnccessary since H.M. has not . ; / {oEE I ‘t?‘xmm@—ahn—ir&uﬁmmm—m“
; ; i el oty ol
§ proposed its abolition altogether, If 4t is meant tolbe a | ronln;egnont of bn?llm—mmm —————ey
plea for the maintenance of high standards, attention |is = ""”’"”_""'~'*'T': o 1_g}1£.uage of official busincés. B TR s
% invited . to my remarks in the previous parsgraph. Perhaps | e+ T N A T 14, Para B of The D. Pl s Tote— b TatseE
| ' ‘ . . h_/o{o (T e Rk T, ST e e s ol ) S
! one of the implications is that unlese we maintain high / el e Cf- issucs which are not direcctly relavant to-ths preose " RA
‘ ' i a8 4 - : gl S W S Gy X R e e N s JE #,h____’_"f,’jjff .L:’.‘
| _,mwwlmmwium& VNG LR , ATOpORAL. ,., 5 ;
~ . Ay PO = s PO Wy L e oe L 4 Lq"'»o“*?”[fﬂ » -'v
r All..lndia__cnmpﬂliimjxammaxmn;m A , ¢ TEE T e -
: I may may tha ‘ 3. S -AJD_.S‘_E/F 15 para 6 of the D.P.I.'s note .....ubmutﬁ‘h
* I have an impression that of late vears Madras has not lbeen |~ 0 o W e N -

b me to run counter to ‘cho cons;.cmrations raiaed "Hi/ _ﬁg

;', doj'ng"a@'wcl’l‘ -«.&S-~-i—t—-u‘$Qd»—--—:tQ~—-dQ-ApZ:'@-V-l—(}u»g—l- :7 ;““‘—S‘ugh" mattm A Lo Ll : Xnmlxxgxxs in par&ﬂ 3 ana 4 Of Llis nO‘tO. If‘m> not
j, -and-that —one of the reasons may-bethat we have taken lgrgely. A Sl P cjyg-ectll ;clovant to the prest‘n‘b‘ proposal, Pithor.
~to-the —mother-tongue —as the -medium of 1netaﬂuciion. n? e R U ‘md_ }j‘jﬁy case T t{l_{g%;_ it would be guite unwise for us
c . o * I I T e S S———
- present nropossl -may accentuste  that kind of hﬁ'&s“h;./;\ e e ~a$ —thjls—-—{jtf_g.e_. b7 _Wl?f“ Basj‘c Engll’h 15 !till in the
g I3 . T L2 o SRR S A e
¥ . |process of trying to establish itself— to endeavoux- tg w
| the-ansverwould be-that—we—are perhaps fast aoproaching IO EREE ST T e e R e e o ;
', B . lreplace ordinary Enghish by Basic English. -
| the tiwe —when—A1i=India recruitnent o te present—tyge——— : PRI e
-y e 26, My view flunally is, thefsfoye, that Thet W
andon the DreEent sCAle Wi I‘I ceass ~and recruitment 6 [ | : % i N
T I : i Lproposal of H.M., Edn. in item 2 at page .2 e.f. may #
?’_‘mﬁ"iﬁ"’ﬁé& _will be W E&ntlrely *‘6}{““@"'“‘l‘“ﬁ”ﬁfﬁf‘i'néia]_.l' \ PR s il - -y
| ' ‘leiﬁr?‘? W should bc aiming; at a stage —Gh;nm‘w-'é—fﬁ“ AT
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? be glven effec
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t to Dbut with s provision for exemptions

o

,’Ias indicated at "M" .at- page .igl. ante, and with

the

“N“ LS at

. P 17.

i
g& modification indicated at

> 0 o

_page .
In view of the repecrcussions involved, |I

ante. = | ¥

gould be very desirable if publlc

matter were

i A
'ﬁﬂplninn in thise

tested -

sinrithe shavel - of sl N e

solution in the lagislature; this, however

g
i

the mossure cannot be implemented beforeithe St 0
*'-—¥H8——sehée%—§ea¥—-as——%7MT7~Sdn——ebvxeus— — 2 b
e houldbe
18. As the measure involves an important change - s =
B in POliCY;Wx;epercussions of the kind indicated above, I i
I consider that in any case, H.P.M. and H.E should sde i
} the case, = —_—
19. After the decision is= taken, and with _
;*rﬁfﬁ?epce to H.M.'s note at pp: 1-2 c.f. a sultable draft 2
“4"111 be put up; I think 1;5 would be botter to issue a G.C. -

& glving erfect

to the decision and a Press Communigque

scpgrately indicating the reasons.

Decretury, B, & P,

|
g Thg:@ is nothing in

. of education

Vi

3
o
N

lowering

e

" I-have gone--through-the learned notes of the D.P:I. and the

English should be brouzht down.

_demand

18 eleven and not earlier.

dovn of the standards of wme Bngligh.

H which ars obiter dicts to the point at discussion.
the proposal which says that the standard of

It only points outthat sound canons -
that the proper age to teach a foreign language-
That does not and should not mesn the- -

In his netes 3in —
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para 12, the Secretary, E. & P.H. says that "he has an impression’
—-that of late, Madras h;s;_not been doing so well as in previous
years 1in All—quia competitixze examinations and that one of the
reasons may be that we have largely laken to the mother-tongue ~

About” the first 'p:?&—anagn., let

as ons who has been in tcuch w1th these things for the

as the medium of instruction".

me say,

last 10 yeers and more aﬁd as & member of the Central Legislative

hssembly, that his impressions are whollly wrong. He would have

been nearer facts if he had said thet less number of Ma CI‘aSSlS

have been selscted. But that is certainly not due to the ebsence

of their scholastic sbility but for political and provinciel

e k-
{-:fnsideration& As xke for the second geres his statement,

if he feels that introducing the mother-tongue as the medium of

instruction is the reasen for eny lowering of the standards, thag

is entirely another matter and quite different itc the present

" proposals and he must take another opportunity to put hiscase on

thet .‘is'};ﬁect before the Government. But I am glad, apert from

these remarks, that both the D.P.I. @nd the OSecretary,

E. & P.H
|| have accepted the main proposals in my note (vide paragraph 3
note, pageﬁ)and paragraphs 7 and 11 of the ~ecretary's

}
i 218 0 b e S
note). . The,Sepretury suggests provisicn7 mgy be made for certain
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— It [is the intention of the Government thet the time saved —
TV

by the abolition of English in classesyV &ndl VL of Elementary

| schools end IV and V im the Primary schools attached to the Secon#

| e i o
- | da&y schools should be utilised for giving Zreatst kmowledge in

| | regard ds soon as possible.

I Qéve proposed two changes in the C.F. below. ®#or—ome we

|
" lare givﬂng effeéim_j(aﬁé%€’€6ﬁéyT__fne suggestion made in subfpars

\ 1 on paﬁe 2 fhat'uniforhijffhe'reéidﬁéf’iéhéuA5é shall be regarded
our Secon-
| |
I'déy” schdols w—Orders have to be issusd on this matter. Separate
| .
Ay I O N, el Ll e a o BT VNS

ldraft onders may be submitted on this matter.

|

¢ \. .
)
i

o

T 4
P *__‘p," <

s

;" | Mewe 2385, g7, -5 2, _4_3/#*«‘—95
}’ ? 1 22922 ﬁy7;/G¢4i.. 6 sn. RIS§ e

| thembther tongue s well &s for giving & vocationsl bea@. Ths —  —

I\ TD.P.I may be given directions to formulate the proposal im this R T







