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- Request for sanction for two additional peons and
a sweeper for the Connemara Public Li brary.
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. I have the honour to request the Government will be pleased to sanction the empl :
of two additional peons and a sweeper for this Library as with the present senctioned srengyy
of six peons and sweeper it is found exceedingly difficult to cope with the deily work. '
I mentfon below some of the chief reasons that will prove the imperative need for.the
additional strength. 1 (3 Besgy bs £34 il ik R N

i H F 1AV e

OB Bt iie e |

b ‘ - el B e (l X

~ Unlike most of the other Government Offices the Library works for nearly ten hoursiajij .,

- from morning 8-30 a.m. to 6 p.m, and to avoid any disturbance to the readers,the cleanin ¥
work is done starting it three quarters of an hour earlier than the opening time. ' The

peons work by shifts' system, that is to say, a set of three peons come in tye morning an 3

- work for three hours and are relieved by another set of three at 10 a.m, who g0 on till d

1 pem, when they go out for an interval of half an hour relieved by those of .the moraing 1y, |

&

""4‘»?hQQrfrom-morningr8-30;a;m, till 1/ pem; there will be only three peons in.the Library of v, |
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. one will.be at the gate, another keeping a watchoverone half of the Library and the third

| ..  the other half which willwleave:no-peon“to‘watchftheubihrary-extg@aioﬁ“which is a bit away
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-« As the Library works.on public holidays also, there is'no certainty that between 8=30 /.| |
~and 1 p.m, there will always be three peons at-a time, ms one peon or other is likely to.be
- on casual leave or compensation leave, the latter leave being granted to agyies a compensat:
. «for having worked on e public-holiday; permitted to"do so under a Governmént Order. Even

q.wuuhen“qo“peon~is;abggnt from duty, yet there may not be three peonus at"!tilmstillvl'p.m, for

e
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- the reason that one may have to'be sent on outdoor-duty,-to Accountant-General's Office,
3*Secretariat or any other necessary place. Thus,at one time, there mey be no more than one
peon in the Library who will be et the gate to attend to the visitors;to receive their things

e for safe custody and to deliver them back, and to watch the books going out on loan verifying

them with. the gate passes issued for them. The peon at the gate should be chaniged hourly to
keep the person vigorous-for:the watch, but someTtimes forswant of another the same man wil
. - be kept for hours:together. Due to the open aeqesshaystem:provaiiiﬁgL1nnthenkibrary fhe &
.+ watching work inside the Library should be done most carefully, otherwise it will lead to
.loss and severe mutilation of books. But sometimes due to want of 'peons, and how it occurs
is shown in the details given above, no watching at all is possible to be exercised for
_.certain portions,which isireallyca-greatrdrawbacks il "0 L f s tunan e L i
i sl & brferatiaen g LLok odd  Leiooetag il s in hee vaabilId ol YA nen n ey y
3. . All the peonscare available in the Librery in the afternoon, but there isg no certainty
. .that .on all days all will be available, as:one or more maybecon compensation or casual leave
‘and one or more may be out either to Secretariat orwAccounbénbﬁ@eneral‘e“Orfiéé~or“Bunk or
- to Government Press to take books for binding or to the ‘place of the book=-seller to deliver
~the bill passed for payment or to the railway station:td. seand parcels of books to the lof&ssil
Libraries. One of these peons will be taken away by the Library office to help them in their
various services such as for despatching covers, to go to pdst office to register letters
or to send money orders and so on. This will leave very few peons for ettending to the duty
of watching, and to the duty at the entrance as explained above.

Femand £ ¢

A There is another very important duty in the Library for the peons ,ugmely,%-ho ¢leaning
of books and periodicals daily. Due to open access system the books are no longer im closeq
cupboards but in open shelves and need coustant cleaning, else they will deteriorate due to
coating of dust and mud. For this purpose the Library is divided into six divisions each
of which is entrusted to a peon for cleaning purpose, though for effective cleaning it shoul g
be divided into smaller divisions. But even for six divisions there is no guarantee of daj)

“ cleaning a8 the peon in charge of a division may be on leave or may be eway on out-doop duty

or may be put on duty to watch_throgﬁhfut the day that he may have no time left for Cleaning.
. Apart from the defetts menticned above for.want of enough -peons, I have to mention two
 more importent items to justify the need for at least two more peons. As long as the Library
was under the charge of the Principel Librarian who was also the Superintendeat, Governmeut
Museum, he was having a personal peon to look after his needs, but that beon was of the Museun' |
end not of the Library. But when the Princigpel Librarian's post was sbolished and when the b4~
Librarien was put in sole charge of the Library since April 1939 nojpersonal peon was given

to him and therefore thers is no peon to ettend to his needs, Besides, the Librery oftice

vas ithe os most 1y allpart. of the;Musewn ¢ffice whibh has & padn to sttend 1o iis off
needs, but now though the Libravy office hos hecome antively sepaveted. from the Musen
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Pablic;Library has occupied

“in paraf 1. of item 37 in Appendix 7 of

‘anxious thet the quality of Library service

4 ing water ; f
:gaé;};izzrzis%otzi;§990r° the .paste  for pasting andbinding work; in fact they have a numbe
of minor services to perform. { N = : o
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and is independent of it, the former has 1o peon-to-attend-to its. needs. i
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_Since taking charge of the Library in April 1939 I have. been intending to 52proach
Government for additional peons placing before them all the above details but due to war

1 have been putting it of f, but now as I feel. that the war is almost over and as I am
should be effectively improved as a post-war

measure among which keeping the volume insi
free from mutilietion,is an important measurse,
Goverument to obtain sanction for two more peonus,
Government will. be pleased to grant it. B

and I hope in the interest of service the

] S ; .

iﬁf I have also to submit that there is a pressiig negd foy 3??92_2:939912 :0 sweep the
Library with its extension, There was never & time when it had n0 east two sweepers
of which one was maintained by the Madras University when half of the Library portion was

occupied by the University Library. With
: : : the eztire Library buildings which caniaot be swept except with
Though the sanctioned strength of sweepers is only one, my

ary sweeper every year uader the power vested in him

Madres Finenciel Code Volume IT meeting the cost

from the emall unspent balance of the anuual- budget under the contingencies.
the same practice since taking full cherge of the:Library in April 1939;'

the help of two sweepers.
predecessor has been employiag & tempor

A

ong tiﬁe to employ a temporary sweeper: as his'pay ﬁag

'blé for a 1
e ey but now with the increased pay and dearness allowance it

not much, namely Re.12/- & month,
comes to Rs.30/- per month 10 meet

Unless there are two sweepers for ‘the Library it will not be possible to keepithe building

n a clean condition. In the earlier portion of the lstter I have stated
:i:: ;2:o::t:§zi:3b§ic are let into the Library inl‘be¢m°fniﬂg;ﬂt984aosa~m-)Withing'about
three fourths of an hour the whole Library hall, where'the re% ers agsemble for study, has
to be swept by the sweepers to avoid disturbance to the readei; when th9¥ begin their studyﬂ
which camnot be doneiunless there are’two sweepers. B?“id°9 10 entire Library and the
xtension. the Library office and the research workers® romm also have Fqba swept. ‘The
extension, 253 entrusted with £he work of steedy water supply to the'constant steeam
e et from the distant pipe, particularly aAhcavy-task’during summer .

de the Library tidy and clean and in proper placea‘
I feel justified in placing this measure before

the exit of the Madras University Library, Connemere
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which from the unspent balence-it will be hardly possible/ .

-fﬁ

i, least two sweepers, when one is‘abaent'due‘to illaess or a for
seen cg:i:;:t22:§: :;Q:Z will be none t0 clean the’Librgry."The sweepers, being poogx &,
people it happens, sometimms that one of the two falls severely il; and unable to tara
o for i 9o ik iecen LTS week or ten days. It is 80 difficult, particularly at the present
time, to get a substitute and the work is somehow, though imperfectly, managed by the othe
person; but whet will be the state, if the other is not available, canaot be imagined.

gservice is of late enormously increesing the Library beiag exhsustivel

made ut§°o?igZ§§yby the Military and civil personnel, the fo11 of membership enrollmen: §
mounting up ¢rom day today. 1 can enclose copies of number of letters to prove the useful
N of the Librery, thowgh I am content just to enclose only threo as spedimens. Under th
circumstances 1 hope the Government will be pleased to extend their usual kind patronage
to the Library end sanction the requested additional strength namelyit!Eupggnamgnﬂigzggnsr
the barest number required -whibh I have ventured to request of Government after most carefu
consideration, the ganction of which will greatly ensure the safety of the most rare and
yaluable Library property (books and periodicals) and enhance their usefulness to the;

Military end civil personnel auvery greet deal.

. I have the honour to be,
’ : 8ir,

[ T | (L)]- _ i. } ) Your moet Qbedient servant ,
. it

LIBRARIAN. (6, Vi . 1965) |
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Major H. K. Percy-Smith, Club of Western India, Poona, -
. The Librarian, Connemara ?pblgcYpipnagy,.Egdrag. =

From @

“Dated 12th May 1945.

XX XX

May I teke this opportunity of thanking you Torﬂ}he assistance
you gave me in 1943. I much regret that pressure of work here has

. .prevented meffyoﬁ visiting you agaiv. ... . <y prfpnds T

teiiits wan o) wotzasoo SRR eved T RSy e fasthtialy,”
(sd.) H. K. PERCY SMITH.
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From "Williem Dray, Flight Lieutenant, J-12953, RCAF, Section 25,
Ceylon Air Forces. ; %
To The Librerian, Connemesra Public Library, Madras.

Deted 3rd June~1945.

Gentleman,

XX XX XX

May I express my appreciation for the courtesy and assistence
always afforded me when I visited the Library. I am very sorry that
my leeving Madras makes it impossible for me 1o continue using it.

18U Bl Q2200 BRSO Sincerely yours,

(sa)(¥m. Dray )
Flight Lieutenanst,.
J-12953, ‘RCAF.

From Mr. G. D. Jeavons, John Dickinson & Co., Ltd, P.0. Box 77, Madras.

To The Secretary, Comnemara Public Library, Pantheon Rd, Egmore, MADRA{
Dated 1st Feb. 1945.
Dear Sir,

xx XX XX
1 would like to express my thanks for the service and courtesy I
t pave alwaye received, and my Membership of ‘this Library has been enjoy-

able to me.
Yours faithfully,

(8d) G. D. Jeavoms.
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From the Libra.r:ltm Connemara Public Libmry

c No . .55337.A 45.
o No.658 A.45. /p.P ~~~~~~ dated 5-8=1945.

“Comnemara Public Librury - Two ——

T Sabie hibrary
rone sw:aepcr = Smutionecl

7 poons and

e L. - e | ———— s SO
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e L .= Connemara Publie Libx%ry of #ie additional staff of two

for a period of tWo years in the
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~———Sanetion is accorded to the employment in the
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