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Saidapet, ligdras.

_Vﬂ YeieCeAs College of Physical ®duc
Aug. 24, 1945.

Non g

. by 't
Sir Norman Strathie, K.CesSe.I., ReJeFe,
Adviser to H.E. the Governor, Sp ey P
Madras. dibU o

Dear Sirs x,

'I have the honour to submit tnat in connection with the swimming
pool for the Allied Porces, a difficulty has arisen that is so urgent
it cannot wait for the return of Sir Thomas Austin on the 26th. This
explanation is, therefore, being sent toyou, with thne request for a
grant of financial assistance.

The History of the Pool. When the Y.M.C.g. College of Physicagl
Bducation was, in 1952, shifted from Royapettah to Saidapet, it was my
husband's intention to develop the sixtyfive acres as g recreagtion centre
for the entire city, and especially for its educationsl institutions. A
college of physical education mqst bg a commun@ty ?ecreation centre if it‘:;
is to provide adequate practical training and inspiration for its stu- :
dents. v il

e

For this purpose the former Agricultural Farm on the banks of the = |
Adyar River is an almost ideal situation."The river and its proximity
to the sea provide scope for aquatic sports,which are until pow sadly
lacking for tne educational institutions and residents of-liadfas.. .

The- request for alienation of the land was granted under the sole
condition that it should be used for a physical education college or re-
vert to government. The land had not been cultivated for meny years and
had reverted to scrub jungle. The funds for its clearance and develop-
ment had been provided by the Y.l.C.A., though with difficulty, as it was
felt by the International Committee of the Y.l.C.A. that an educational
institution should lock for support from the Department of Educsation,
lwhich, however, was not at the time forthcoming. The whole of the College
‘buildings and equipment, except the women's hostels, has been finsnced by

'the Y.l.C.A. or by personal friends of my nusband and myself.

lThe‘main administration block was the gift of Col. Vincent lMassey
of Toronto, Canada. -The College hostels for men are the gift of friends
of the International Committee of the Y.u.C.h.

The International Committee of the Y.i.C.A. with its office in
New York City has, through the National Council of tae Y.i.C.A. with its
office in Calcutta, invested Rs«H5,31,000 in the College.

Repeated requests for a yearly teaching grant from the Department
of Education were yearly refused on the ground that the College is am
all-Indis jinpstitution, as it accepted students from the entire Continent,

| % Well as from Burma, Thailand and Egypt.

Requests for fimancigl assistance from tne Central Government Wepe‘f_’
- refused on the ground that the College—is a Provinecial institution.

With very great difficulty, tanerefore, and slowly, the sixtyfive
acre compound was recovered from the jungle. Ly husband had the visien = &
. of a pioneer and was certain, even when Theagarayanagar was stillfindeve
Ay ~loped that Madras would grow toward the south, and that the Colldge co
' pound would one day be easily accessible to pupils and students and it
~ amenities appreciated and enormously used. He also had the patience o
- the pioneer, .and was convinced that when the College resched its twen:
. fifth anniversary, its programme 8nd policy would be adequately understooc
. and funds fortheoming for its yearly sBupport and further developments.

| The twentyfifth snniversary was celebrated last year. 4s an indics
e tion of the value how attached by Nr. John Sargent to the work of the
gr . College, and its future possibilities, I enclose a copy of his letter
~$w4vy1,datea 1~8-45, {(Appendix 3 ). ’
B et
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The anniversary found tne College in the midst of an expanding eaux !
tional programmne and steadily increasing activities for the Alliea Force
The use of the games fields and tie growing number of men using the com-
j - pound for leisure and recreation underlined the need for the swimming poo
. : ) i which had long teen planned.

The pool had in fact, been one of tne central features in all of tue
| | : planmning for the College. It had been hoped that Governugnt would provide
, , & hali grant for its cost, if a private donor could meet the other hglf \
of the cost. One and g half lakhs was estiumated ag the sum required.

In 1938 a gift of Rs.75,000/- was promised by a resident of the City,
but was later withdrawn. This was unfortunste for the educational instj-
tution of the City, and when the influx of troops grrived in the City, it
was doubly unfortunate for them, as a cooling swim is one of their most
-desired recreations. ‘

{ H.E. The Governor's War Fund met the need for the Forces in April 1944
with the gift of onme lakh of rupees. It was expected that the pool would b

ready for use in December 1944, but extreme and increasing difficulties

in securing materisls and trensport delayed the opening until July 6th,

b %. 1945. This delay of six months was wasteful, irritating and expensive.

Rising costs have, in spite of every effort at econoumy, incressed the cost

\ by 15.35,000/-. This final figure would have been increased by a further

RS.lO.,OOO/- but for the priva‘te glft of tiﬂlb_er to this value .

! The fingl bills are now being totalled, and unfortunately at o time
when the Governor's War Fund has exhausted its resources. It cannot meet
the excess of B85.35,000/-. But the bills must be paid. The College has 1no
funds with which to meet the excess cost. ]

: The final bills are now under preparation, and will bg forwarded imme-
I diately. They will indicate the care taken to provide a pool that meets

1 . . _every regquirement of safety regarding its water supply. Appendix 1 gives g
:H&f1“1ﬂ§etailed statement of the permanent structures in use on this compound, most

of which are conetggﬁlxmsnarﬁd.WithwfnﬁvEH@ilsaagamgiuggnigmaﬁannamg&£y.
D

e SR WS

. w\(&{“tdv Appendix 2 gives a list of buildings and equipment put up since 19393,
L ‘When members of the Armed Forces no longer require the recreation we now
provide, all wartime additions to the College will contribute to the en-
richment of its normal, nation-building activities. There willthen be
available extra accommodations for stutents, both for teaching and resgj-
dence. And the swimming pool will be availgble allof the time for the
gchools and colleges of Madras. Init boys and girls Hay receive expert
ingtruction in swimming and in water sports.

The pool is reserved for the Forces daily from 9 A.l.unti]l v P«di. The
first six weeks since the pool has been open have been ap EXperimental pe-
riod. Asatisfactory routine has now been established, and in grges to
derive the greatest possible benefit from the pool, g bProgramme under 3
hegdings is planned.

1. Instruction andrecreation forthe Forces 9
2+ Instruction (by reservation) for schools
, and colleges 7 =9 . daily
. W 9. Recreation for schools and colleges 7 - 9P b days weekly
| Recreation and Instruction - Saidapet e e
Swimming Club |

AOI.‘i- - ‘7 Pa;\u. dall.‘[

T = 9 Py 8 days weekly

ng i Submitted thot expenditure of GOVEInment funis upon the pool is
8 sound investment of funds at the disposal of the Department of Bducation.
It is therefore réquested that one of two alteérnativeg pe granted .,

t 1. That Government be pleased to sanction an jmmediate grant of
! : RN\ R3¢35,000/~- with which tomeet the cost of the yool ovar and
‘ above the grant provided by the Governor's War Fund ,
or

2s Thst Government, in recognition of the work of the B llcse
e Aleacad v kil ) ‘e ! ; ] i P L858 Cy
be pleaced to ganction a tlock grant of M.78,650/< )

y Deing
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