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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS. iy

EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT.

o 4

Rreap—the following paper :—

Letter—from the Hon’ble Mr. T. T. Lo@AN, B.A., Acting Director of Public
Instruction. ; ' :

To—the Secretary to Government, Edueational Department.

Dated—Madras, the 11th May 1907.

No.—Cur. No. 3544.

I have the honour to submit, for the i nformation of Government, a copy of my
Proceedings, Dis. No. 2760, dated 7th instant, reviewing the report on the working of
the Presidency College for the year 1906.

ENCLOSURE. :
Proceedings of the Director of Publie Instruction, Dis. No. 2760, dated
~ 7th May 1907.

_Read—the following paper :—

Lettor—from H. J. AuLew, Esq, m.a., Acting Principal, Presidency College
. Madras. ’ ;

To—the Director of Public Instruction.

Dated—the 26th March 1907.

No.—155.

I have the honour to submit my report on the working of this College during
the year 1906. ‘

v 2. Changes in the staff.—During the year the College {?s suffered severely from
the death, illness, or retirement of members of itsstaff. Mr. J. B. Bilderbeck, the
Principal and Professor of English, who in 1905 went on furlough to England l‘ezcired
from the service from the 30th May, and with him the College lost one who h:;d never
failed to spend himself in its interests. In the vacant Prineipalship I continued to
act, while Mr. H. 8. Duncan was confirmed as Professor of English. From the 17th
August—19th December 1906 inclusive, Mr. Littlehailes, the Professor of Mathematies
who had been attacked by typhoid fever was on leave on medical certificate. In
his absence the mathematical work was carried on by rearrangement between the
Assistant Professors.

During the Christmas holidays Mr. Fyson also, the Professor of Biology, was struck
down by the same disease and he is at present absent from duty ; he has been eranted
furlough on medical certificate from the 24th !December in combination with the
midsummer vacation. j

In the death of Dr. Sathianadhan, the Professor of Mental and Moral Science, in
April during his absence on furlough the cause of Indian education suffered a loss to
which testimony has been borne elsewhere. But the circumstances of his death and
the fact that he was returning from a tour which had doubtless enriched his wide
acquaintance with our Indian problems by contact with American educationalists
add a special poignaney to our loss. The vacant professorship was filled by the
confirmation of M.E.Ry. S. Mangesh Rao who had been acting in that appointment.

On April 1st Mr. Messinier, the Junior Professor of English, retired from the
service, but, to the great regret of the College, survived his retirement by only a few
weeks. Mr. T. R. Scott was permanently, appointed as his successor and took over
charge on 31st March (afternoon). -
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From 31st July—29th October (afternoon) M.R.Ry. M. Rangachariyar was on
privilege leave on medical certificate. - M.R.Ry. R. Krishnamachariar, the Sub-Assist-
ant Inspector of Sauskrit Schools, acted for him and took charge on the 27th
August (afternoon). : - :

M.R.Ry. L: A. Ganapati Aiyar, the Acting Fifth Junior Assistant Professor was,
on transfer to Rajahmundry College, relieved on the 3ist Junuary L1906 (afternoon).
In his place Mr. A. Vas, the Latin Master, was appointed to act, while M.R.Ry. K.
Natesa Aivar, the Malayalam Master, acted as Latin Master. ‘I'his brought in M.R.Ry.

wA Chakravarti from the Accountant-General’s office to act as Malayalam Master.

M.R,Ry. T. Vaidyanatha Aiyar, the Clerk of the College, was transferred as Head
Clerk to the office of Inspeetor of Schocls, sixth circle. He was relieved on the st
May 1906 (forenoonj by M.R.Ry. V. Atmanadha Aiyar, the clerk of Kumbakénam
College, appointed sub. pro fem. in the vacancy. :

The libravian M.R.Ry. T. S. Srinivasa Aiyangar was from the 16th February—
30th April 1906 on privilege leave and from the 1st May on nine months’ furlough.
In his place M.R.Ry. M. Rama Aiyangar, a clerk in the office of the Director of
Public 1nstruction, was appointed to act and joined duty on 16th February (forenoon).

3. Accomodation and eguipmgnt.—During the summer vacation the building opera-
tions in eonnection with the extension of the College referred to in last year’s report
were started and having been vigorously pushed on are now approaching completion.
A serviceable counter has been erected in the library. )

One hundred and fifty sets of drawing apparatus were received towards the
end of the year which have been divided between the Professors of Physics and
Mathematies for the use of their classes. _ :

Nothing has yet been dome, I regret to say, to inclose more effectually the
College grounds and playing fields and they remain practically at the mercy of the
local population. :

4, Strength and attendance.—The following statement shows the number of
students on the rolls in the first and second terms of 1905-1906 :—

1905. 1906.
Classes. LI O
First term. Second term. First term. ! Second term.
Class I sie i3 A ~F = e 55 { 49 54 l 55
eakxy ) AL g L = i 4 71 .69 69 66
o L x5 % 5 5. £ 175 170 119 107
o5 V % A5 i o S AL 179 187 188 204
M.A, Class .. i &5 H £ 5 23 21 21 19
Total .. | 503 406 451 - 451 -
| :

At the end and during the course of the first term 26 students left, while in the
second term 26 were admitted and 2 left. ' $
The average number on the rolls for the year 1906 was 435:01 and the
average daily attendance was 405-39. : St

The marked decrease in the strength of class IIT is to be explained mamly byl ; :

the results of the F.A. examination of 1905, as will be seen from the following
table : — g

» F.A. examination. 3 1904. 1905.
Candidates registered s 2,465 2,279
Failures 4. 1,450 1,546
Absent \ g1 NGO A
Passes 3 980 - 680

The same cause will of course affect the strength of class IV in 1907.
5. Distribution of students.— Appendix A gives the distribution of students o
the rolls on 3$1st December 1906 according to (i) caste or race, (ii) wealth of parent;
(iii) occupation of parents.
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It will be seen that the non-Brahman Hindus have slightly increased and that
despite the diminution in our total strength the sons of ¢‘others” have risen from

97 to 107.

~ Appendix B shows the distribution ‘of students according to their districts.
The large number of those from Malabar who join our senior department continues
to be a gratifying feature ; there were actually nine more students from this distriet in

our B.A. and M.A. classes than from Tanjore.
Appendix C gives the numbers of those studying the various second l2nguages.
6. Science divisions.—The following statement shows the number of students
in the several Science divisions. History, it will be seen, is still the most popular
subject with Mathematics ranking next. The views of the Professor of Mental and
" Moral Science on the striking fall in that subject are given elsewhere.

o

Class TIT. Class IV.
First term. Second term. First term. Second term.
; t

Mathematics o o i gk £ 26 23 29 ; 32
Physics 7 o 1 &) 3 36 18 18 18 23
Chemistry .. o & T &5 1y 10 8 13 14

Botany S i S S5 54 i 14 1105 9 9

'Animal Physiology g S 1 &0
Zoology HE 3 5 55 2 o 4 3 8 10

Geology 45 T it 55 & B 12 12 16 ‘ 15
Mental and Moral Science % it 7 6 22 24
History 46 g B 42 41 43 43
i Motalit & 133 121 158 170

Of the 121 students in the Science divisions of class III, 19 were reading
languages in class IV and of the 170 in class IV, four attended the language lectures

of class IIL.
There were 38 students taking languages only in class IV.

7. M.A. students.—The nineteen students reading for M.A. in the second term
were distributed as follows \—

Mathematics 2
Physics 7
Chemistry " 6
Botany e o : 2
Zoology F & 1
History 1

Total 19

\

8. Library—@1) The General library.—During the year 4,835 volumes were
issued to students as against 5,681 in 1905. They were distributed as follows :-—

Subject. 1905. 1906.
History and Economics 1,319 1,480
Biography ... 145 134
Travels a o 14 13
Fiction and Literature ... 3,033 2,422
Mathematics and Science 872 571
Philosophy 248 215

On the other hand the consultations in the room from the General library
numbered 3,026 as against 1,801 in the previous year and 714 in 1904. This large
increase was due undoubtedly to the library hours kept by the two History classes

L]
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“throughout the year. It is to be observed too that this reading in the libfary seems

to have stimulated home reading since while nearly 800 fewer books were taken out

in 1906 than in the previous year the History and Economics section shows an increase

of over 160. That the library hours then fulfilled the object with which they were
instituted —of calling the students’ attention to the books at their command cannot,
T

I think, be questioned.
o, members of the staff 501 volumes were issued in 1906 as against 654 in

,f1905.

. (ii) The Comsulting library.—Here the number of consultations was as under —

1906. 1906,

Class I e toe Ge 0828 583

AN TR RN e Sl e s S 1,100

ool Lol e i R L BB

AT e e s i 2T

M.A. students ... e oo Lo 200 244

Members of the staff ... co0 TR 88 147

Total ... 8,345 6,809

These figures appear to show a serious decline, but it is impossible with our
present staff to keep an aceurate record of the consultations. This part of the library .
has to be lett to the peon who is often called away elsewhere with a result that books
lie about and many eonsultations are probably not checked. '

In this connection I may mention that during the year I applied for the services
of an Assistant Librarian partly because the general work of the library already
taxes the capacity of our staff of a single librarian and a single peon, partly because
T had hoped to extend the -library hours to classes other than the History. I regret
I was unable to convince Government . of the necessity, and I have had accordingly
to diminish considerably the work of the History classes in the library and to
abandon a scheme I had for turning the large lecture room upstairs, soon to be left .
available by our new buildings, into a library annexe. This would have given us
‘room for our books downstairs and upstairs for our readers.

During the year 422 books or parts of works were added to- the library. The
‘question of accommodation led to a move from the mnorth to the south side of the
college and the library is now located in the former hall which is in every way,
I think, a more suitable room. Here a library counter (as already mentioned) has
‘been erected. :

A third supplement to the catalogue containing the books received between
January 1st, 1901—January Lst, 1906 was prepared and issued in the vear.

The former library, I may add, has been fitted up with chairs and tables and 1s
utilised by the Professor of Mathematics for his classes in practical work.

9. Cbllegs ewaminations.—(1) The annual examinations were held as usual in
_ December and on their results promotions from classes I and III were awarded with

% -due care as is shown in the following table :— ' s , :

Number Number

Class. examined. promoted.
Ol T o oo il 47
Class ITI— v
English division ... el 02 89
Second Language division 102 788 s
1020 00

Science division ...
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(ii) The College scholarships and prizes were awarded as under :—

S. Venkataramamurti.
K. Virasawmy.
V. S. Sundaram.

G A Muthuswami.
M. Balarama Reddi.
K. Govinda Menon.

K The Thompson scho]arsﬁip
The Senior Subrahmanya scholarship
The Lord Llphinstone prize
The Bourdillon prize for l'amil
"The Bourdillon prize for Telugu
The Maharaja of Travancore’s prize
The Maharaja of Vizianagram’s prize
The Arbuthnot prize el Ke-lu Nedullgadi.
D. B. Krishnamurti.
K. Achyuta Menon.

R. Srinivasan.

The Gordou prize ...
The Senior | homson prize
The Junior Thompson prize it ... M. Subba Rao.

The Oppert, Innes and Kunjambu Nambiyar prizes were, on the ground of
insufficient merit, not awarded and for the Powell and Morehead Vernacular prize,

there was no competitor.

By Government notifications Nos. 60 and 61 (Fors St George Gueette of May
22nd, 1906, the Innes and Kunjambu Nambiyar endowment funds were vested in the

conditions of award.

10. University Exaninations.—The results of the University examinations of
1906, so far as they affected the College, are given in Appendix D and Appendix K.

In the F.A. cxamination only one student of the College obtained a lst class
and the results were otherwise far from satisfactory though the Presidency as a
whole fared little better. Mathematics and History were the subjects in which the
greater number of failures took place. As regards the first the work of the class
was necessarily disorganised to some extent by Mr. Littlehailes’ illness, while the
students’ idea that History can be crammed up in the last month or so appears chiefly

same lectures in quantity and quality as their predecessors and, unless the examina-

results were not obtained.

The poor quality of the class is however further suggested by the fact that 17
students in it—more than a quarter of the total—had already appeared for the
examination and failed. Of these 17, only three succeeded in passing on the present
oceasion. These failed students are usually the least satisfactory element in a college,

difficult by the new regulations of the Madras University., On the one hand, there
seems little reason why we should fill our classes with those who have alveady shown
themselves unable or unwilling to assimilate the instruction provided, and who, as
shown in the above results, will probably continue incapable; on the other, old
students of a college may be deemed entitled to the consideration of ¢ another
chance 7, as accommodation may not be forthcoming elsewhere.

In my recent admissions I have adopted certain principles which reconcile, so
7 far as may be, these conflicting views and satisfy the legitimate claims of former
E students without, it is hoped, impairing the quality of our classes: the failures of
3 other colleges are not save in very special circamstances admitted, while of our own
students those who fail twice or who fail hopelessly are not taken back. In this

way, I trust, the circulation’in our classes will be maintained in a healthy condition.

Turning to the B.A. examination the results may, I think, be described as
decidedly good, since in no case are they below, while in most subjects they are far
above the percentages for the Presidency. In the Science Division we obtained first

x classes in Mathematics— 3, Chemistry—2, Zoology—1, Geology——1, Mental and Moral

Science——1, History—3. Of the second languages Kanarese provided 1 and Latin
2, while in each of these our pass figure reached 100 per cent.

T. G. Sankaran Nayar. x

Treasurer of Charitable Endowments and some slight changes were introduced into the

responsible for the disasters in that subject. ~Here the students received the-

tion was unusually stiff or the class unusually bad, there seems no reason why better:

and the question of their admission is a highly debateable one—rendered still more-
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In the M.A. Degree examination, 4 (first class—1, second elaSs—Qi, : “,
class—2) out of 5 candidates passed in Branch II-A and one out of four candidate
in Branch II-B. -
In Branch I, two students and in Branches III-C and V one student apiece
appeared from the college, but were not successful. In this connection I may
mention that the first place in the recent examination for the Mysore Civil Service
was taken by an ex-student of the Presidency College. M A
University Prizes.—The following distinctions in the Madras University have
been obtained :— :
" The Arni Gold Medal in Physics.
SR e o R emin iy
The Pitti Muniswami Chetti Gold Medal.
The Maxrsh Prize.
The Grigg Memorial Medal. g
The Pulney Andy Medal. . : ‘
The Bysani Madhava Chetti Gold Medal. :
The Cromarty Prize. :
11. Fees.—In the first term 109 students and in the second 93 paid their fees
by instalments. s

12. Finance—The following statement shows the receipts and charges durmg
the years 1905 and 1906 exclusive of the charges on account of scholarships and

buildings :—

! 1905. 1906.
Recepts. 3 RS. A. P RE A ;
Fees 45,576 6 3 40,0805 0% 0l
Charges.

(S5

Principal, Professors and Assistant 1,12,992 8 1118349 16 2 T

Professors.
Masters and Teachers 6,352 2 9 = 57,2052 488 L OR:
listablishment including Clerk, 5,328 5 2 551999 =8

Librarian and Mechanic. : o
Demoustrators: o0« e da 750 0 0 650, {08 £ 00 s
Travelling allowance 1,060 6 .8 17658640
Library and class books ... 2,401 2 11 1,715 9 9
Apparatus, laboratory  charges 53015 = & 5,856 10 AL

and Europe stores. 3 :
Furniture purchased or repaired ... 219 0 10 DH 83 O
Rents, rates and taxes 2,786 12 2 3,152 4 0
Other contingencies 796 2 Grig 878 4 ' 4
Printing at private expenses ... 38.0 0 i

Total ... 1,88,025 14 11 1,36,532 8 9

13. College Council.— Four ordinary meetings were held during the year—two
in January to make promotions on the results of the annual examination, one
March to award the endowed scholarship and prizes, and one in September to draw
up the list of holidays and vacations for 1907. In addition a special meeting was
held in April to pass a vote of sympathy with the family of Dr. Sathianadhan.

* Tncludes library fees and fines Rs. 45-12-0 and sale-proceeds of catalogues Rs. 4-8-0. SEiye

+ After deducting Rs. 9 subsistence allowance. + After deducting Rs. 1-8-0 subsistéuée_al]owmge (

& Includes RE. 180 batta to students bub has been arrived at after the following deductions : sale-proceeds of ]
water, Rs. 3 ; contribution from the College of Engineering and the Board of Revenue for gas supplied, R
calue of medical stores returned, Res.7-3-0. 3 g A

. 378 EdlL—3
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14. Games and Athletics—During! the year Mr. P. F. Fyson was the Ionorary
- Secretary of the Athletic Association, i ;
In the Madras Collegiate Athletic Association competitions the College was
remarkably successful—in fact, it almost *“ swept the board . The cricket club won
- both the Professors Cup (matches 10, won 7, walked over 3) and the Pennyeuick
Trophy (3 matches played and won). It also beat a team of the Madras Cricket
Club. i | ; Ceue
In football we carried off the inter-collegiate competition with a record of 10
matches played, 9 won, 1 drawn and 31 goals against 1.

College, has not yet been decided as I write.
The hockey competition also fell to us (matches 8, won 7, drew 1).

Thus in ericket, football and hockey we went through the season without the
loss of a match.

Athletie sports were earried through successfully in September.

15. College Socielies.—During the year the numbers in the Literary Society
continued large, and both public and ordinary meetings were held. The Historical
Assoeiation regained its vigour and had over 50 members in the second term ; several
essays were contributed. The Philosophical Association also is reported to have
worked satisfactorily throughout the year. Natural Seience too contributed its quota
to our College societies. The Botany, Zoology and Geology students formed an
association which held meetings for discussion and made an excursion to St. Thomas’
Mount to encourage collections.

16. Residence of students.—In the second term 135 students were living in the
Victoria Hostel, 204 with relatives or guardians and 99 with fellow-students. The
lodgings of these last were systematically inspected during the course of the term by
the Assistant Professorsand five or six students were called en to change their rooms.

17. Madras Educational Rules.—These rules so far as they apply to the College
(¢ e., chapter VILI, Madras Hducational rules, 5th edition, 1906) have heen observed
and the registers have been properly kept.

18. Service registers.—The entries have been verified to the end of 19086,

19. Professors’ reports.— The Professor of Chemistry complains of promotions in
Branch II-A being made without reference to him, and considers that the results of
the M.A. examination in II-B “afford a fresh illustration of the impossibility of
educating students to this standard with the inadequate staff provided .

The Professor of Physics calls attention to the fact that, for the first time since
the regulations came info force over twenty years ago, a first-class in the M.A.
Branch II-A has been obtained, and by a student of the college. Another interest-
ing feature of his report is his account of the occasional discussions he has introduced
among the M.A students in Physics and Chemistry. These are held in connection
with the students’ laboratory work, and at them papers are read giving an account of
any novel features that may have been observed in ifs course. ‘‘The one (unwritten)
rule abodt these meetings is that the matter under consideration must be directly
connected with their practical work and within the experience of the reader; mere
accounts of the work of others are not allowed. Four such meetings were held
during the year. At the first meeting S. Muthuswami gave an account of his work
in determining ioniec velocities, and a, demonstration. At the second meeting (i)
Appa Rao explained certain anomalies he met while working with the copper
voltameter, (i) Venkataraman gave an account of his work on diffraction, and a demon-
stration. At the third meeting Muthuswami exhibited the means by which he
prepared argon and gave an account of the method ; at the fourth meeting Ramaswami
Aiyangar showed one of the methods used to trace the course of a chemical reaction
and the results he obtained by itsuse. A paper embodying Venkataraman’s work
was published in the Plilosophical Magazine, and a note on some work by Venkata-
raman and Appa Rao on vibrating strings appeared in Nafure during the year .

The other football towrnament, that for the cup offered by the Presidency

APPENDIX A.
* - (1) Distrisuriox of students according to caste or race.
Europeans and Burasians Lol S AN R 8 ;
Native Christians (Non-Panchamas) ... G Tl 6
Muhammadans ... e U R 5
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The Professor of Englisk describes class TTI as a good”dzié,; the students availed

themselves of the advantages of the library and made gratifying progress. The size

of class I'V made it impossible to keep in touch with many of its members. Of the

first four students in the second class in the B.A. examination three, he notes,
belonged to the College, while a lady student ranked close at hang. &8 \

The Professor of Mathematics reports that practical work is now carried gut in
several classes, but that the full .course proposed cannot be undertaken unless a
Tdemonstrator is provided for whose services a special report has been submitted to

the Director. In the B.A, examination the only first classes awarded were taken by
the College. A o

Mr. Fyson’s illness unfortunately renders a report from him impossible, but the
Senior Assistant Professor has furnished one in his place. He mnotes that a first
class in Zoology was again, after an interval of some years, secured by the College ;
that the botanical collection was inereased by a set of wood blocks from Goimba,toré':
while a set of mineralogical slides from Kurope was added to the geological section.
Regular dredging for marine specimens for the Class Museum was suspended during
the greater part of the year as not yielding interesting results, but as soon as the
Marine Aquarium is ready it is hoped to resuine operations. ; i

Two geological excursions were made—the first in charge of Mr. Fyson and the
Assistant  Professor to Salem and Coimbatore for mineralogical and petrological
observation, the other to Nellore where under M.R.Ry. H. Narayana Rau’s guidance
the students investigated mica mines., :

i}

The Professor of Mental and Moral Science calls attention to the decrease in the
number of students reading Philosophy and explains it by ¢the sudden awakening
of a desire for improving the industries of the country and the notion that th study
of the physical and natural sciences will somehow help in this industrial regenera-
tion, combined with the idea which generally prevails that the study of Philosophy
serves no useful purpose in practical life ”.  He also thinks that the severity of the -
examination in recent years has angmented the disinclination of the students for “a
subject which strains their powers to the utmost . !

The Professor of Sanskrit reports that to his knowledge ¢ all the Second Lang-
uage Masters have been doing their duties with zeal and earnestness” as proved by
the results of the College and University examinations. He notes afresh the
greater severity of Sanskrit as a test, and quotes with apparent approval a remark
of the late Mr. G. H. Stuart to the effect that the high percentage of passes
secured in the South Indian vernaculars indicates either that the examinations are
particularly lax or that there can be little of adequate difficulty in their literatures.

: In conclusion I wish to offer my thanks to Mr. Mark Hunter for his assistance
in valuing, yet again, the essays sent in for the Arbuthnot Prize, and to my colleagues
and the members of the staff for their co-operation in the work of the College. =

Brahmans

Non-Brahmans
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P

‘Middle . » : A‘ ' | , .‘ e langua.ges = : ; i : ' 0
Poorer ,, ot g 20 , : _ ‘ Tamil ; - '
: I, : il Telugn
(lotal & 5 449 5 g i

3 ‘ i 1 g Mala.yala,m
(1) DistriBUTION of students according to the occupation of parents or guardians, sl : Sanskrit
Officials ... ‘200 Persian

Petty officials : 4 ‘ 5 :
g : ! ; Latin
- Landholders ' 122 ) e
Traders _ 16

Others .. ' ) 107

—

Hindustani

French

ArrENDIX D.

-
7

Exavinarrons—Results of the ‘University Examinations— December 1 906.

ArrENDIX B. Presidency College.

<

DistrisuTioN of students aceording to distriets.
Passed.

passed |
hole Uni- |

~ for the wi

passed

R ! Junior Senior Junior Senior
Districts. F.A. F.A. B.A. B.A.

from the college.

First class.
Second clags.
Third elass.
Percentage
Percentage

Anantapur
North Arcot
South do.
Bellary .
South Canara .
Chingleput
‘Coimbatore
Cuddapah
Ganjam ..
Godavari ..
Guntir ..
Kistna ..
Kurnool ..
Madras :
Maduora ..
Malabar ..
Nellore ..
Salem ik
Tanjore ..
Tinnevelly
Trichinopoly
Vizagapatam
Cochin
«Coorg | ..
Jaffna

[V S

First Examination in Arts

=0 e

B.A. Dogree Examination—
1. English Language Division .

w-
0O AT O

II. Becond Language Division—
Tanails Led o o %
Telugu

. Canarese
~Malayalam
Sanskrit
Hindustani
Persian . .
Latin

(=50
HWRODWHOD .
< -

.

iy
N O
—_ —

NWOIDTO OO0 -

Total

—

. Science Division—

Mathematios

Physies ..

Chemistry

. Botany ..

Mysore .. : : Zoology
Pudukkdttai o5 S Geology i o
Trayancore Aa 5o 5 ; : . : Mental and Moral Science
Burope .. . . . .- . s History ..

-
.

(S0
= e

Total
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ArprNpIx E.

STATEMBNT giving information regaraing the number of students that were examined and the
‘ number that failed in different subjects of the First Examination in Arts, 1906.

Examined. Failed.

e o e A AP e P

Proceedings, Dis. No. 2760 of 1907.

B e A A R e O S i f A\

Recorded.

2. The changes in the staff detailed in paragraph 2 of the report were unavoid-
-able : but it is hoped that with the grading recently effected of officers in the
‘subordinate collegiate service such changes will, in future, be greatly minimised. The
Acting Director concurs with the Acting Prineipal in his estimate of the loss sus-
tained by the college in the retirement of Mr. Bilderbeck and by the cause of Indian
‘education generally in the untimely death of Dr. Satyanadhan.

3. There was a considerable fall in the strength of the college which was mostly
confined, however, to the third year class and was due to the poor results of the
First Examination in Arts of December 1905. The decrease in the Philosophy
section is ascribed by the Professor to the non-utilitarian nature of the subject. The'
results of the First Examination in Arts of 106 were poorer than in the previous
~year, the largest number of failures ocecurring in Mathematics and History. The
Acting Principal’s comments made in this connection are noted and the Acting
Director trusts that with greater strictness in making admissions and promotions and
with more tutorial help being given to the students better results will be secured in
tuture. The college acquitted itself generally satisfactorily in the higher university
examinations ; and in Branch II-A Physical Science a first class was obtained for the
first time by a student of the college sinee the examination in that subject was

instituted. '

4. The extracts from the reports of the Professors furnished in paragraph 19 of
the report are interesting and the Acting Director notes with pleasure the activity of +
the students in their post-collegiate course.

5. A great improvement was made during the year in the use of the college
library which was largely due to the institution by Mr. Allen of a library class for
the students in the History and Economics Section.  The extension of this system to

- the other sections is reported to be held over for want of an assistant librarian. But

i the Acting Director thinks that to secure the desired good the students should not be

left during the library hours under the charge of the librarian but should be under
_the personal supervision and guidance of their teachers in the several subjects.

BEnclish 0 e e e e 60 10

IT. Second Language— ke &
Mamills 18 5 &
Raluou ol i s s T R e 1 -
Canarese ... s 5 1
Malayalam =~ ... S s 5
Sanskrit ... e O] 1t
Persian ...
Hindustani S an

‘ Latin ) 1

111. Mathematics DN T Jeas e 63 sl
Physiology * ... 63 22
History ... 63 32

Deficiency in total marks 2

Failed in English only i i . 3
.+  Second Language only R 2

No. 878, EpucatioNaL, 15TH June 1907,

6. The questions of additions to the staff and to the supply of apparatus and
‘appliances will be taken up in the consideration of the requirements imposed by the
new University Regulations. Orders will be passed in separate proceedings on the
Principal’s communication regarding the employment of a mathematical demonstrator.

7. The Acting Director notes with pleasure the increasing interest taken by
the students in athletics and the success achieyed by them in inter-collegiate sports
‘and games. The attention of the Executive Engineer, Presidency division, will be
invited to the Principal’s remarks regarding the delay in the construetion of a

-gompound wall. '

8. Owing to an increase in the net cost of the college from Rs. 92,450 to Rupees
96,452 and the fall in the average number on the rolls the net cost per student during
the year rose from Rs. 192 to Rs. 222.

9. The administration of the college during the year was efficient and creditable
to the Acting Principal and the staff.

/)

: (True Extract.)

T. T. LOGAN, i
Ag. Director of Public Instruction.

To the Principal, Presidency College, with spare copies.
,»  Principals of other Government Colleges. ¢ )
»  Inspector of Schools, 11T Circle. 4 \
,;  Assistant Inspector of Schools. Presidency division.

Copy to the Executive Engineer, Presidency division,
for information with reference to paragraph 7 ‘
“of the proceedings.
a3 Editors, Indian Journal of Educatien and the Educational Review.
o Government (with C.L.). e

‘Order—No. 378, Educational, dated 15th June 1907.
Recorded.

(True Extract.)

0 H. D. Tayvrogr,
Ag. Secretary to Government.
: 4

To the Director of Public Instruetion.
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' is in charge. So far as he it eoncerned hi wor gaan"
‘which no doubt have been
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the report referred to

2. Asto the proposed duties of the assistant librarian please see Mr. Allen’s
Jetters as extracted on pages 5 and S of G.0., No. 695, Educational, dated 1st
November 1906. His work is not ¢ tutorial” and thereis no one in charge of the class ‘
to direct its studies. The students may idle away their time without referring to
any books at all. The reading that they do in the library appears to be left entirely
to their own choice. ; o e 3
; S ik g ~H. D. Taynor—13-6-07.
e j : : ~G. 8. F[orees]—14-6-07.

i ; ~ Issue. e
" : H. D. Tayror—15-6-07.

o

Numbgr.

»

' [6.0., No. 378, Educational, dated 16th June 1907.]
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Dis. No. 2760
PROCEEDINGS OF THE DIRECTOR OF Pusric InsTrUCTION, dated 7Tth May 1907.

Presidency College, Madras.

P o ' B
: : bd bl i 8l | '
ing let iN, i inci Presi- W
: he following letter from H. J. ALLEN, HEsq., m.., Acting Principal,
. Read 1Z;,-feney Co]lgége, Madras, to the Director of Public Instruction, dated 26th G
March 1907, No. 165:— . . v bis
* 1 have the honour to submit my repért on the working of this College during = = : i
the year 1906. o . A 5 ; ; i ~
9. Changes v®the staff.—During the year the College has suilered severely irom o
the death illgr'less, or retirement of members of its staff. Mr. J. B. Bilderbeck, the ‘
Prineipal,and Professor of English, who in 1905 went on furlough to England, retired ddl
from the service from the 30th May, and with him the College lost one who had never )
failed to spend himself in its interests. In the vacant Principalship I‘oonnnned to :
act. while Mr. H. S. Duncan was confirmed as Professor of English. IFrom the 17th 4
Au’gust——19th December 1906 inclusive, Mr. Littlehailes, the Professor of Mathematies,
who had been attacked by typhoid fever was on leave on medical certificate. In
his absence the mathematical work was carried on by rearrangement between the
Assistant Professors. '
g During the Christmas holidays Mr. Fyson also, the Professor of Biology, was struck
down by the same disease and he is at present absent from duty ; he has been granted
furlough on medical certificate from: the 24th December in combination with the
midsummer vacation. ; : - :
In the death of Dr. Sathianadhan, the Professor of Mental apd Moral Science, in g 2N
* April during his absence on furlough the cause of Indian education suffered a loss to 4 ‘l
' '~ which testimony has been borne elsewhere. But the circumstances of his death and b
the fact that he was returning from a tour which had doubtless enriched his wide ;\
acquaintance with our Indian problems by contact with American educationalists _
Bk ~ add a special poignaney to our loss. The vacant professorship was filled by the {
g confirmation of M.R.Ry. 8. Mangesh Rao who had been acting in that appointment. &
. ‘ On April st Mr. Messinier, the Junior Professor of English, retired from the ol
service, but, to the great regret of the College, survived his retirement by only a few ;
weeks., Mr. T. R. Scott was permanently appointed as his successor and took over
charge on 31st March (afternoon). ' ; i _,T-‘/’”
From 31st July—29th October (afternoon) M.R.Ry. M. Rangachariyar was on
px‘ivilege“]éave on medical certificate. - M.R.Ry. R. Krishnamachariar, the Sub-Assist-
ant Inspector of Sanskrit Schools, acted for him and took charge on the 27th

e

, August (afternoon). : s : ; & ]

5 %‘ M.R.Ry. L. A. Ganapatl Aiyar, the Acting Fifth J unior Assistant Froqusor was, | {

: on transfer to Rajahmundry College, relieved on the 31st January 1906 (atternoon). 4
~ In his place Mr. A. Vas, the Latin Master, was a_mppomted to act, while M.R.Ry. K. g o

Natesa Aiyar, the Malayalam Master, acted as Latin Master. This brought in M.R.Ry. 54

A. Chakravarti from the Aceountant-General’s 0thc act as Malayalam Master.

1905. ; 1906.
Classes. - :

First term. Second term. First term. Second term.

(O ieh diie il S s e 55 19 54 65

L e e s 71 69 69 66
8T sl RO B R s 175 170 1305 107
e O SRS SR e T 179 187 issi ol 204
M.A. Class .. X 55 5 & o 23 ; 21 21 ‘ 19 ‘

Total .. 503 496 451 ‘ 451

o,

b Passes | 980 680 :
» s /

3 .
M.R.Ry. T. Vaidyanatha Aiyar, the Clerk of the College, was transferred as Head
Clerk to the office of Inspector of Schools, sixth circle. He was relieved on the Ist
May 1906 (forenoon) by M.R.Ry. V. Atmanadha Aiyar, the clerk of Kumbakénam
College, appointed sub. pro tem. in the vacancy.

The librarian M.R.Ry. T.8. Srinivasa Aiyangar was from the 16th February—
30th April 1906 on privilege leave and from the 1st May on nine months’ furlough.
In his place M.R.Ry. M. Rama Aiyengar, a clerk in the office of the Director of

- Public Instruction, was appointed to act and joined duty on 16th February (forenoon).
¥

3. Accomodation and equipment.—During the summer vacation the building opera~
tions in connection with the extension of the College referred to in last year’s report
were started and having been vigorously pushed on are now approaching completion.
A serviceable counter has been erected in the library. »

 One hundred and fifty sets of drawing apparatus were received towards the
end of the year which have been divided between the Professors of Physics and
Mathematics for the use of their classes. .

Nothing has yet been done, I‘regret to say; to inclose more effectually the)
College grounds and playing fields and they remain practically at the mercy of the
local population. ; : : )

4. Stremgth and attendance.—The following statement shows " the number of
students on the rolls in the first and second terms of 1905-1906 :— ;

o

At the end and during the course of the first term 26 students leﬁﬁk ‘Whilewin the
second term 26 were admitted and 2 left. 3 o

The average number on the rolls for the year 1906 was 43501 and the
average daily attendance was 405-39. . s fion

The marked decrease in the strength of class III is to be e*xiglained- ma.mlyby
the results of the F.A. examination of 1905, as will be seen from the following

table : — '
F.A. examination. ek
Candidates registered «. 2,465 2,279
Fallures /.0 o oo a0 o R
Absent S S s

-‘:{07' TG i

5. Distribution of students.— Appendix A gives the distribution fof, smde
the rolls on 31st December 1906 according to (i) caste or race, (ii) wealth of p
(iii) occupation of parents. : b ~

The same cause will of course affect the strength of class IV in 1

It will be seen that the non-Brahman Hindus have slightly inere

*despite the diminution in our total strength the ’%?ﬁ?’f e ﬁfﬁég@;
97 to 107. , AfEL e AR ';ir’_ LA




eashli iy

Appendlx B shows the distribution of students according to their districts. ‘ throughout the year. It is to be observed too that this reading i in the library seems
~ The large number of those from Malabar who j Jom our senior department continues S to have stimulated home reading since while nearly 800 fewer books were taken out

/" to be a gratifying feature ; there were actually nine more students from this district in : : - 1n 1906 than in the previous year the History and Economies section shows an increase
¥ our B.A, and M. A. classes than from Tanjore. ; - of over 160. That the library hours then fulfilled the object with which they were *
' instituted—of calling the students’ attention to the books at their comma,nd ca.nnot,-

Appendix C gives the numbers of those studying the various second languages. T think, be questioned.

8. Science divisions.—The following statement shows the number of students : i : To members of the staff 501 volumes were issued in 1905 as against 65 4 i
_in the several Science divisions. Hlstmy, it will be seen, is'still the most popular R 1905. 8
4 subject with Mathematics rankmg next. The views of the Professor of Mental andg B - S e .
Moral Science on the striking fall in that subject are given elsewhere. G (i1) The Consulting library.—Here the number of consultations was as under—
Class TIL. Class IV. ; ' -\ o
o BE e . & | COlass 1 M e O e 583
First term. . Second term. First term. | Second term. ' O 1t s wo 1,493 1',110
: ‘ : ) : 3 AT E e : X
e 0 2 0 o e e 2,5?8 1977
Lo I‘f e s e 10 5 13 Vs Pl e ' » SO e e s o R e JODSE R
’.fm Phym]ogy Sy it e 10 ;? : :? M.A. students .. 950 '244’ :
gg(ojgg & salsRe e e ] 1; '1:; 12 1‘5’ Members of the staff - “ee G 1238 147
Mental and Moral S %elence - HREET 6 22 24 : i ‘ Sl i
: Hlstorg D T 4 % e g 42 41 . i 43 43 » ; St . . d Total ‘8 345 6.809
W) . Total .. | 133 141 158 FiTe : . O e _,___
{ ; ; el ; - K o These figures appear to show a serious decline, but it is imposéible with our
A Of the 121 students in the Science divisions of eclass III, 19 were reading .. present staff to keep an accurate record of the consultations. This partof the library
languages in class IV and of the 170 in class IV, four attended the language lectures - has to be left to the peon who is often called away elsewhere with a result that books
of class III iy G lie about and many consultations are probably not checked. 7
There were 33 students taking languages only in class IV, . In this connection T may mention that durmg the year I applied for the services
of an Assistant Librarian partly because the general work of the library already
e 7d MA. s igdentfs ﬁ"The nineteen students reading for M.A. in the second term taxes the capacity of our staff of a single libravian and a single peon, partly because
were distributed as follows «— : T had hoped to extend the library hours to classes other than the History. T regret
e thontics _ St ) : I was unable to convinee Government of the necesity, and I have had aceordingly
oo g 4 : ; : : to diminish considerably the work of the H1story Cclasses in the library and to
i o o Tl ERUER LT R e e e e e ‘abandon a scheme 1 had for turning the large lecture room upstairs, soon to be left
i A Chemistry .. Shbe : . available by our new buildings, mto a library annexe. This Would have given us
Botany , : 9 : | room for our books downstairs and upstairs for our readers. _ 2
Doty : o bnlpiad Daring the year 422 books or parts of works were added to the library. The
e - : : question of accommodation led to a move from the north to the south side of the
ST £ o1 : . e college and the library is now located in the former hall which is in every way
: i 1 : I think, a more suitable room. Here a library counter (as already mentloned)
Total 19 ; “been erected. ;
: 7 R _ A third supplement to the catalogue contalmng the books received between o
8. Library—@1) The General lz'bmry —During the year 4,835 'volumes were 3 January 1st, 1901—January lst, 1906 was prepared and issued in the year. Wl
1ssued to students as against 5,631 in 1905. They were distributed as follows : : The former library, I may add, has been fitted up with chairs and tables and i
§ bubJeot : . e i : ‘utilised by the Professor of Mathematics for his classes in practical work.
; ; | 9. Obllegs ewvaminations.— (1) The annual examinations were held as usual in
t dBE <y 1819 1,4 92
; s H.1§ e e 3 % o i | December and on' their results promotions from classes I and IIT were awarded w1th
Bicopaphy o o0 G e Bdd e G e MO 134 cih 3 " .due care as is shown in the following table :—
Travels s e G ik 14 ‘ 13 o L » : Number  Number
: 2 Olags, examined. promoted. =
Fiction and Literature ... 3 .. 8,083 2,422 e : 55 47 i
Mathematics and Science 872 571 i
! Philosophy B e e R T e 215 Ol T
; English division ... L 02
On the other hand the consultations in the room from the General library i T sy : ‘
S L d : EEE102
numbered 3,026 as against 1,801 in the previous year and 714 in 1904. This large & A i efsond ?n,gflage pe '
2 increase Was due undoubtedly to the library hours kept by the two History classes v ) Seience division  [. .. Lo pree e 102
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(ii) The College scholarships and prizes were awarded as under :—

The Thompson scholarship S. Venkataramamurti.
The Senior Subrahmanya scholarship K. Virasawmy.
The Lord Klphinsvone prize . ... ... V.S. Sundaram.
The Bourdillon prize for Lamil ... &o. V., Muthuswami.
The Bourdillon prize for Telugu M. Balarama Reddi.
The Maharaja of Travancore’s prize ... .... K. Govinda Menon.
T. G. Sankaran Nayar. - v
T. M. Kelu Nedungadi.
: " LD. B. Krishnamurti.
’fhe Gordon prize ... : K. Achyuta Menon.
"The Senior Thomson prize ... R. Srinivasan.
... M. Subba Rao.

The Maharaja of .Vizianagram’s prize

- The Arbuthnot prize e

The Junior Thompson prize S

_ The Oppert, Innes and Kunja.inbu Nambiyar prizes were, on the ground of
insufficient merit, not awarded and for the Powell and Morehead Vernacular prize,
there was no competitor.

By Government notifications Nos. 60 and 61 (Fort St George Gazelle of May
22nd, 1906), the Innes and Kunjambu Nambiyar endowment funds were vested in the
Treasurer of Charitable Endowments and some slight changes were introduced into the
conditions of award. ; ;

10. Unaversity Eraminations.—The results of the University examinations of
1906, so far as they affected the College, are given in Appendix D and Appendix K.

In the F.A. examination only one student of the College obtained a lst class
and the results were otherwise far from satisfactory though the Presidency as a
whole fared little better. Mathematics and History were the subjects in which the
greater number of failurestook place. Asregards the first the work of the class
was necessarily disorganised to some extent by Mr. Littlehailes’ illness, while the
students’ idea that History can he crammed up i the last month or so appears chiefly
responsible for the disasters in that ‘subject. Here the students received the
same lectures in quantity and quality as their predecessors and, unless the examina-
tion was unusually stiff or the class unusually bad, there seems no reason why better
results were not obtained. §

The poor quality of the class is however further suggested by the fact that 17
gtudents in it—more than a' quarter of the total—had alveady appeared for the
~ examination and failed. Of these 17, only three succeeded in passing on the present
‘occasion. These fai}ggg:%%ents are usually the least satisfactory element in a college,
and the question of their admission is a highly debateable one—rendered still more
difficult by the new regulations of the Madras University. On the one hand, there
seems little reason why we should fill our classes with those who have alveady shown
themselves unable or unwilling to assimilate the instruction provided, and who, as
shown in the above results, will probably continue incapable; on the other; old
students of a college may be deemed entitled to the consideration of ¢ another
~ chance 7', as accommodation may not be forthcoming elsewhere. M ‘

In my recent admissions I have adopted certain principles which reconcile, so
far as may be, these conflicting views and satisfy the legitimate claims of former
students without, it is hoped, impairing the quality of our classes: the failures of
other colleges are not save in very special circamstances admitted, while of our owni
~ students those who fail twice or who fail hopelessly are not taken back. In this
~‘way, I trust, the circulation in our classes will be maintained in a healthy condition.

Turning to the B.A. examination the vBults may, I think, be desecribed as
. decidedly good, since in no case are they below, while in most subjects they are far .
above the percentages for the Presidency. In the Science Division we obtained first
classes in Mathematics—38, Chemistry—2, Zoology—1, Geology——1, Mental and Moral
Science—1, History—3. Of the second languages Kanarese ‘provided 1 and Latin
2, while in each of these our pass figure reached 100 per cent. ~

i

'

7/

Tn the M.A. Degree examination, 4 (first class—1, socond class--1, third
clags—?2) out of 5 candidates passed in Branch II-A and one out of four candidates
in Branch II-B. : : o

In Branch I, two students and in Branches III-C and 'V one student apiece
appeared from the college, but were not successful. In this connection I may
mention that the first place in the recent examination for the Mysore Civil Service
was taken by an ex-student of the Presidency College. /

University Prizes.—The following distinctions in the Madras University have
been obtained :— : s

The Arni Gold Medal in Physics.
5 SaEe ,, in Chemistry.
The Pitti Muniswami Chetti Gold Medal.
The Marsh Prize. ; _‘
The Grigg Memorial Medal. : % R
The Pulney Andy Medals A : . g ¢
' The Bysani Madhava Chetti Gold Medal.

¥

The Cromarty Prize. ‘ ; ¢ i

11. Fees.—In the first term 109 students and in the second 93 ﬁaid their "f:éés' ‘
by instalments. ; :

19. Finance.—The following statement shows the receipté and charges duriﬁg
the years 1905 and 1906 exclusive of the charges on aceount of scholarships and

buildings :— _ :
1906. : 1906.
Recepts. RE. A. P. RS, ALSD.

Fees 45,676 6. 3 40,080 5 0*

Charges. _
1,12,992 8 38 1,11,349 15 2 t

Principal, Professors and Assistant

Professors.
Masters and Teachers 6,362 249 295 8 OBl
Establishment including Clerk, 5,328 5 2 5,199 9 8 g

Librarian and Mechanic. _ N
" Demonstrators : 750 0 O 650 0 O
Travelling allowance 1,060 16" G 1767 81 104" ¢
Library and class books ... 2,401 2 11 1,715 4080
Apparatus, laboratory charges 5,301 5 '8 5,856 10 1 § i

and Hurope stores. : .
Furniture purchased or repaired ... 219 0 10 258 8/ 9 § wles
Rents, rates and taxes 5 2,786 1242 3,162 4. 0 ’ %L
Other contingencies 796 2 “Gagn S USEE A

38 10 10T s

Printing at private expenses

Total .7 ' L3802 34 1E.4 1,836,582 8 10 i

18. College Council.— Four ordinary meetings were held during the year—two
in January to make promotions on the results of the annual examination, one in
March to award the endowed scholarship and prizes, and one in September to draw
up the list of holidays and vacations for 1907. In addition a special meeting was
held in April to pass a vote of sympathy with the family of Dr. Sathianadhan. .

1

v

# Tnoludes library fees and fines Rs. 45-12-0 and sale-proceeds of od‘ﬁalogn.ég RQ.M-‘Q’ o .,'l o
4 After deducting Rs. 9 subsistence allowance. 1 After deducting Rs. 1-8-0 subsistence al];_.mo% ¥

§ Includes Rs. 180 batta to students but has been arrived at after the ioliowing» d.(\aduotion,s 2 aﬁle roceeds o
water, Rs. 3 ; contribution from the College of Eng_-ineering and the Board of Revenu« ioxj. ges pp;:qd - Rs. 14

o

value of medical stoxes returned, Rs. 7-8-0.

i<

» 7S 0
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 14. Games and Atthletics.—During the year Mr. P. F. Fyson was the Honorary
Secretary of the Athletic Association.

In the Madras Collegiate Athletic Association competitions the College was
remarkably successful—in fact, it almost ‘* swept the board . The cricket club won
both the Professors Cup (matches 10, won 7, walked over 3) and the Pennycuick
Trophy (3 matches played and won). It also beat a team of the Madras Cricket

Club.
In football we carried off the inter-collegiate competition with a record of 10
matches played, 9 won, 1 drawn and 31 goals against 1. «

The other football tournament, that for the cup offered by the Presidency
College, has not yet been decided as I write.

The hockey eompetition also fell to us (métches & won 7, drew 1).

Thus in cricket, football and hockey we went through the season without the
loss of a match.

Athletic sports were earried through successfully in September.

15. College Societies.—During the year the numbers in the Literary Society
continued large, and both public and ordinary meetings were held. The Historical
‘Association regained its vigour and had over 50 members in the second term ; several
essays were contributed. The Philosophical Association also is reported to have
worked satisfactorily throughout the year. Natural Science too contributed its quota
to our College societies. The Botany, Zoology and Geology students formed an
association which held meetings for discussion and made an excursion to St. Thomas’
Mount to encourage collections.

16. Residence of students.—In the second term 135 students were living in the
Victoria Hostel, 204 with relatives or guardians and 99 with fellow-students. The
lodgings of these last were systematically inspected during the course of the term by
the Assistant Professorsand five or six students were called on to change their rooms.

17. 5ladras Educational Rules.—These rules so far as they apply to the College
(i e., chapter VIII, Madras Educational rules, 5th edition, 1906) have been observed
and the registers have been properly kept.

18. ‘Service registers.—The entries have been verified to the end of 1906.

19. Professors’ reports.— The Professor of Chemistry complains of promotions in
Branch II-A being made without reference to him, and considers that the results of
the M.A. examination in II-B “afford a fresh illustration of the impossibility of
educating students to this standard with the inadequate staff provided .

The Professor of Physics calls attention to the fact that, for the first time since

the regulations came into force over twenty years ago, a first-class in the M.A.

Branch II-A has been obtained, and by a student of the college. Another interest-

ing feature of his report is his account of the occasional discussions he has introduced

among the M.A students in Physics and Chemistry. These are held in connection

with the students’ laboratory work, and at them papers are read giving an account of

any novel features that may have been observed in its course. ¢ The one (unwritten)

rule about these meetings is that the matter under consideration must be directly

- connected with their practical work and within the experience of the reader; mere

accounts of the work of others are not allowed. Four such meetings were held

| during the year. Af the first meeting S. Muthuswami gave an account of his work

in determining ionic velocities, and a demonstration. At the second meeting (i)*

Appa Rao explained certain anomalies he met while working with the copper

- voltameter, (ii) Venkataraman gave an account of his work on diffraction, and a demon-

_ ;, stration. At the third meeting Muthuswami exhibited the means by which he

1 ff prepared argon and gave an account of the method ; at the fourth meeting Ramaswami

- ' Aiyangar showed one of the méthods used to trace the course of a chemical reaction

: and the results he obtained by its use. A paper embodying Venkataraman’s work

e ' was published in the Philosophical Magazine, and a note on some work by Venkata-
AT LT R raman and Appa Rao on vibrating strings appeared in Nature during the year 7.

e g i, T
*
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The Professor of English describes class III as a good one ; the students availed
themselves of the advantages of the library and made gratifying progress. The size
of class IV made it impossible to keep in touch with many of its members. Of the
first four students in the second class in the B.A. examination three, he mnotes,
belonged to the College, while a lady student ranked close at hand. :

The Professor of Mathematics reports that practical work is now carried out Mo
several classes, but that the full course proposed cannot be undertaken unless 'a
demonstrator is provided for whose services a special report has been submitted to

“the Director. In the B.A. examination the only first classes awarded were taken by
the College. B

Mr. Fyson’s illness unfortunately renders a report from him impossible; but the
Senior Assistant Professor has furnished one in his place. He notes that a first
class in Zoology was again, after an interval of some years, secured by the College;
that the botanical collection was inereased by a set of wood blocks from Coimbatore,
while a set of mineralogical slides from Europe was added to the geological section.
Regular dredging for marine specimens for the Class Museum was suspended during
the greater part of the year as not yielding interesting results, but as soon as the
Marine Aquarium is ready it is hoped to resume operations. 1 :

Two geological excursions were made—the first in charge of Mr. F yson and the -
Assistant  Professor to Salem and Coimbatore for mineralogical and petrological
observation, the other to Nellore where under M.R.Ry. H. N arayana Rau’s guidance
the students investigated mica mines. '

The Professor of Mental and Moral Science calls attention to the decrease in the
number of students reading Philosophy and explains it by ¢ the sudden awakening
of a desire for improving the industries of the country and the notion that the study
of the physical and natural sciences will somehow help in this industrial regenera-
tion, combined with the idea which generally prevails that the study of Philosophy
serves no useful purpose in practical life ”. He also thinks that the severity of the
examination in recent years has augmented the disinclination of the students for * a
subject which strains their powers to the utmost ”'.

The Professor of Sanskrit reports that to his knowledge ¢ all the Second Lang-
uage Masters have been doing their duties with zeal and earnestness” as proved by
the results of the College and University examinations. He notes afresh the
greater severity of Sanskrit as a test, and quotes with apparent approval a remark
of the late Mr. G. H. Stuart to the effect that the high percentage of passes
secured in the South Indian vernaculars indicates either that the examinations are
particularly lax or that there can be little of adequate difficulty in their literatures. =~

In conclusion I wish to offer my thanks to Mr. Mark Hunter for his aggistance
in valuing, yet again, the essays sent in for the Arbuthnot Prize, and to my colleagues
and the members of the staff for their co-operation in the work of the College.

APPENDIX A.

(i) DistriBurion of students according to caste or race.

Europeans and Eurasians 3
Native Christians (Non-Panchamas) 6
Muhammadans ... ; 5
Brahmans W e e 339

Non-Brahmans
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—_—

Total ... 449
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| Appenpix E.

STATEM!I!{T\giVing information regarding the number of students that were examined and the
number that failed in different subjects of the First Examination in Arts, 1906.

Examined. Failed.
1]

I. English ... 63 / 10
II. Second Language— i
Tamil 5 18 5 '®
Telugn ... 1l 1
‘ Canarese ... 5 1
4 A Malayalam s 5 B
Sanskrit ... 23 11
Persianiée. o 5 ;
\Hi-udustani AR
PN - “*La‘t\in \\NM Q‘b}‘\ i gl |
I Mathematics B e U 68 31
Physiology Chiaan & 63 22 .
Hiustory: 't ... 63 32
Deficiency in total marks 2
Failed in Knglish only 3
2

,,  Second Language only S fol

Proceedings, Dis. No. 2760 of 1907.

‘ “?’ Recorded.
2. The changes in the staff detailed in paragraph 2 of the report were unavoid-

Pl

na €50 able: but it is hoped that with the grading recently effected of officers in the

__—gubordinate collegiate service such changes will, in future, be greatly minimised. The
~ . & ] Acting Director concurs with the Acting Prinecipal in his estimate of the loss sus-
~ | tained by the college in the retirement of Mr. Bilderbeck and by'the cause of Indian

education generally in the untimely death of Dr. Satyanadhan.

3. There was a considerable fall in the strength of the college which was mostly
confined, however, to the third year class and was due to the poor results of the
First Examination in Arts of December 1905. The decrease in the Philosophy
section is ascribed by the Professor to the non-utilitarian nature of the subjeet. The
results of the First Examination in Arts of 1406 were poorer than in the previous
year, the largest number of failures occurring in Mathematics and History. The
Acting Principal’s comments made’ in this connection are noted and the Acting
Director trusts that with greater strictness in making admissions and promotions and
with more tutorial help being given to the students better results will be secured in
future. The college acquitted itself generally satisfactorily in the higher university
examinations ; and in Branch II-A Physical Science a first class was obtained for the
first time by a student of the college since the examination in that subject was
instituted.

4. The extracts from the reports of the Professors furnished in paragraph 19 of
the report are interesting and the Acting Director notes with pleasure the activity of?
' the students in their post-collegiate course.

5. A great improvement was made during the year in the use of the college
library which was largely due to the institution by Mr. Allen of a library class for
the students in the History and Economics Section. The extension of this system to
the other sections is reported to be held over for want of an assistant librarian. But

the Acting Director thinks that to secure the desired good the students should not be
left during the library hours under the charge of the librarian but should be under
‘the personal supervision and guidance of their teachers in the several subjects.

L

o

6. The questions of additions to the staff and to the supply of apparatus and
appliances will be taken up in the consideration of the requirements imposed by the
new University Regulations. Orders will be passed in separate proceedings on the
Principal’s communication regarding the employment of a mathematical demonstrator.

7. The Actiug Director notes with pleasure the increasing interest taken by
the students in athletics and the success achieved by them in inter-collegiate sports
and games. The attention of the Executive Engineer, Presidency division, will be
invited to the Principal’s remarks regarding the delay in the construction of a
eompound wall. : Wi

8. Owing to an increase in the net cost of the college from Rs. 92,450 to Rup
96,452 and the fall in the average number on the rolls the net cost per student during
the year rose from Rs. 192 to Rs. 222. i ~ 4y

9. The administration of the college during the year was efficient and creditable
to the Acting Principal and the staff. : P ' o

i

- /fq;.oé/ Lo

Ag.i Director of Public Instruction.

A

‘To the Principal, Presidency College, with spare copies.

* ,, Principals of other Government Colleges.

,»  Inspector of Schools, IIT Cirele.

»  Assistant Inspector of Schools, Presidency division. 7

Copy to the Executive Engineer, Presidency“division, B i #*

b for information with reference to paragraph 7 -
. of the proceedings.
,,  Hditors, Indian Journal of Bducation and the Educational Review.
»»  Government (with C.L.). 4 : 3o

R

%

(True Copy.)

\ * A
Personal Assistant to the Director of Public Instruction.
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