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A Partial Record of Mr. J. H. STEPHEN'S services
IN THE
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS,
MADRAS.

In May of 1872 a great cyclone with heavy floods passed over
the North Arcot District and 504 irrigation works were reported to
have been breached. By G. O. No. 1635, of 6th July 1872, Mr,
J. H. Stephens was put in charge of 266 of these breached works,
on which a very large revenue depended and which it was expected
would have been lost to the Government, but so quickly were these
breaches filled, that the Collector of that district in his Admins-
tration Report of 1872-73, dated 10th May 1873, reported to the
Board of Revenue as follows :—

«The remissions (loss of revenue) amounted to only Rs. 5000.
Many of these breaches had been closed and water secured to the
tanks. Much credit is due to Supervisor Mr. J. H, Stephens of the
D. P. W. who I understand was specially deputed to look after
these breaches for his prompt measures in closing them.” By
promptness and system in this work, the Government was saved
more than a lakh of Rupees in revenue and the people an incalcu-
lable loss. Colonel F. G. Moberly R. E. (afterwards well known in
the London School Board) in his No. 143 of 20th December 1872,
then recommended Mr. J. H. Stephens for promotion into the higher
Engineering grades. .

From the above works Mr. J. H. Stephens was sent on to the
Cayeripak Tank, then the largest resevoir in Southern India which
had suddenly given way risking a large loss of revenue. In a few

months, this great reservoir was made quite safe and the Govern-

ment in G. 0. No 123 of 19th January 1874 recorded as follows :—
« His Excellency the Governor in Council has read with interest
Captain Pennycuick’s clear report of the extensive and in some
respects difficult work which has been carried out at the Caveripak
Tank and the Satisfactory manner in which Mr. Stephens the

Supervisor in immediate charge has superintended the work is -

noticed with satisfaction.”” A short time after the Government
again recorded their Satisfaction regarding this work in G. O.
No. 626 dated 10th March 1874, stating ¢ The Government are glad

to learn that the work recently executed ati the Caveripak Tank bhas
~been so carefully and successfuly carried out and has stood the test
1Y ;




o 8

of the Monsoon.” Over a lakh of Rupees in revenue was agnﬂ}

saved to the Government by the promptness and energy with which
this work was carried out and the ryots were rescued from very

great loss. -

When the Nellore District was flooded in October 1874, the then

Superintending Engineer Mr. R. Smith asked that a Company of
Sappers and a large number of Engineers may be sent to him. The

“only response made by the Government to this request was to send
M. Stephens to that District by Government Gazette Notification

dated 3rd November 1874 when he was placed in charge of the
whole of the Northern Delta of the Pennar where most of the damage
was done. Three months after, the Chief Engineer inspected the
District and in his No. 397-A of the 21st April 1875 para 43
reported to the Government as follows :—* Great Credit is due to
all concerned for the energy displayed in repairing damages and
re-opening communication. The way in which an enormous
amount of work in many directions was accomplished is a remark-

able instance of what is possible &, &’ In G.O., No, 1612 of -

9th June 1875 para 4, the Government recorded their satisfaction.

Here again the Government was saved a large amount of revenue and -

the people greatly benefited by prompt, untiring, and systematic
action.

At the end of 1878 when the great Famine commenced, the
Buckingham Capal was started as the largest and most important
relief work of the Madras Presidency to absorb the labour of more
than bhalf the Famine area. It was divided into three main divisions
for which three specially selected Iixecutive Engineers were required
In G.O, No. 3290 of 5th December 1876 the Government selected
Captains Rawson, Henderson and Mr. Stephens for the charge of
these three special divisions though Mr. Stephens was then only a
Supervisor, with any number of Assistant Ingineers and upper
Subordinates as Sub-Divisional Officers. ~ Afterwards when two
senior Executive Engineers were sent from Bengal (Messrs, Brooks
and De'Groseliers) Captain Rawson was removed to the Kristna
District, Captain Henderson was put in charge of a Sub-Division

but Mr. Siephens was retained in charge of an Executive" division,

showing that at a time of the greatest difficulty the Government
was so good as to prefer him to their best HExecutive-Engineers
His division of the canal was the only one inspected by Sir R.
Temple, the Famine Commissioner, sent out by the Viceroy and in
his report Nos. 99 of 3rd March and 103 of 6th March 1877 paras
10 and 11 ard memerandum on the Nellore District accompanying
the latter para 1, it will be found bow highly he speuks about the
“ grrangements,’” ** System ” and ¢ practical ability ” with which
this work was executed. P

47

£74x When it was resolved that the Consulting Architect to Govern-
ment of Madras should construct his own designs, an order of
Government was issued ‘at the end of 1882 forming a separate
executive division for which Mr. Stephens was specially selected,
under the orders of the Consulting Architect to Government. He
wags thus put in charge of all the most important building opara-
tions in the City of Madras. F :

After the completion of the new Opthalmic Hospital and whe
surrendering a savings of Rs. 4,000 on that work, the Consultin
Architect Mr. Chisholum reported to Government very favoura.blj{-ﬁ. :
on the manner in which this work was completed by Mr. Stephens,
when the Government in G.O., No. 485-W of the 24th February
1886 was so good a8 to ‘“ notice with approval the manneglin which
the work is reported to have been completed.”

At the close of the Administration of His Excellency Sir Grant
Duff as Governor of Madras, he wrote a review of the important
works carried out during his term of office dated 20th September
1886. On the persual of this review, Colonel Ross-Thompson R E.,
the Officiating Consulting Architect to Government wrote to the
Chief Engineer and Secretary to Government Public Works Depart-
ment as follows :—

¢« In the review minute hy His Excellency the Right Honourable
the Governor dated 20th September 1886, pages 52 and 53, paras 4,
6 and 9 mention is made of the additions to the School of arts
Buildings, the beautifying of Madras by Improvements fo the
Chepak Park, Laying out Gardens on the banks of the river Cooum,
the formation of the South Deach * Marina,” the construection of
the new Opthalmic Hospital and the Improvements to the Public
Works Oifices.” "I have the honor to bring to your nosice that
Mr. J. H. Stephens, Honorary Assistant Engineer in the consulting
architects division was the officer in immediate charge of these
important works and as they reflect Credit upon him, it gives me
much pleasure in recommending him to your favourable Consider-
ation.” The Government in G. O. No. 3287-W of 18th December
1886 were so good as to note the above recommendations—His
BExcellency Sir Grant Duff considered the marina one of the above
works to he ‘one of the best in the world.” During his tenure of
office Mr. Stephens acted as Consulting Architect to. Government
for a short time. ]

From 1887 to 1896 the following important works were begun
and comnpleted by Mr Stephens.

« 1. A new wing to the College of Engineering.

B
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E 2. Improvements to the Medical College. m e !\ © o
; 3. New Presidency Magistrates Court Black Town. ¥ " *
? 4. New Gosha Hospital, Chepauk. ,.5'
§

5. The New Law Courts Comprising the High Court, Small
Cause Courts and the City Civil Court, the largest building in
South India.

6. New wing and laboratory to the Presidency College.

s rraha

7. New Law College.
8. Improvements to the Government House Madras.
9. A large Number of other works too numerous to detail. .

For his work at the Law Courts, His Excellency Lord
Wenlock was so kind as to publicly praise him at the opening of
those Courts—His Excellency Lord Landsdowne the Viceroy
opened the new City Civil Court and praised that work. Their
Hxcellencies Lord Landsdowne and Lord Wenlock and Sir Arthur
Collins, the Cheif Justice, each laid a stone in the dome of the
New High Court tower, the first stone dome built in South India.
His Excellency Sir Arthur Havelock praised the Inprovements to
the Government House in the presence of his Military Secetary—
& The public works members in Council, the Chief Engineers, and
Bl == most of the higher Officials and Engineers at Madras, inspected
- and admired and praised these large works during and after cons-
: - truction.

etk A

for:
e
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; : In every one of the above works large savings were made on
5 the estimate and credited to Government. . In the Law Courts the
savings were so much as Rs. 35,000.
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On the breaking out of Famine in 1897, Mr. Stephens was
sent to the Kurnool District the worst part of the Famine Avea.
For his work bere, be received the thanks of the Government
through- the Collector. On the completion of the Famine, Mr.
Stephens retired from the Public Works Department on the invalid
pension of his grade.
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1t will be seen-from the above record, that Mr. Stephens was &
specially selected in Large Kloods, Great Famines, and in Very
.. Important Architectural buildings and City improvements where a
' man of marked ability was required, yetin no case was he given
any special bonus, or special promotions, though often recommended g
for the same, and only an ordinary pension, T - W
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certificate of physical fitness on behalf of Mr.
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I do hereby certlfy that | have examined %4%,»&% qL&M///}U

a candidate for»@m-ploamn the Q/ﬂ'g‘/ﬁa 3WM "a, R l;,.,}?

and cannot discover that he has any dlsease 00nst1tutlonal affectlon or hodﬂy

‘Guardian Press Mqunt Road, Madras, Or. No. 24.

in‘firmlty emepe'

to his own statement L’L years and by. apperance about ) _years. I further

.

£ certify that he has marks of Vaccination.

Personal Marks.
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'Educational Deﬁ'

Again G.0. No.200; Edl., dated &th April 190%.

No. 1035, from the vate Secretary, No. dated Z-5
No. lo4e, from the D.P. ' No. 2807,dated 3-5-0!
No.1108, from the To. 2280,dated 8-5-0
No.1170, from the Mo. 2809,datedll4-5

Sa,

With referenqe to paragrﬁ,
of the Resolution of the Gox
India, No.221/288, mducation,

March 1907, I am directed t
=

name: of ﬁbw—az Thompson for

congideration of the Gover
in connection with the sc
awarded this year for membe

‘domiciled Turopean and Turas

o, Mr. Thompson is a

within the meaning of Statf

cap.%, section 6: _He att

yvear on the 20th March 1




L3

Marees
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Presidency College from 19

University of Madras. He s

took his degree in,MEnﬁéif
Science in fBbé. He.isla£}
as a teacher in Bish&p doffl
School at Madras. He.wisheé
English and Physical Sciencé 

.

and intends to devote his 1ife

3

tion.
4. The Governor in_¢oﬁnc_

opinion, that Mr. Thompson ig

el

well be bestéwed and stfong}§ 

hig candidature.
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