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3
GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS,

-

EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the folio'vving papers : —
I
Telegram—irom the President, Madura Tamil Sangam.

To—the Secretary to Government, Educational Department.
Dated—the 22nd December 1906.

Madras University Regulations will throttle the vernaculars. Pray your Excel-
lency assign vernaculars a separate group in Intermediate and Degree examinations.
Memorial follows. ; :

II

Letter—from the President, Madura Tamil Sangam.
To—the Secretary to Government, Educational Department.
Dated—Madura, the 24th December 1906.

I beg that yeu will kindly place this representation before His Excellency the
Governor for his gracious consideration and favourable orders.

2. The Madura Tamil Sangam, of which I am the President, is composed of the
most eminent Tamil scholars and pandits of the land, and conduets the work of
original research in Tamil. It has a very good library of printed and rare manuseript
Tamil works, 2 press of its own for publishing the Tamil monthly journal called
« 8en Tamil ” and bringing out the hitherto unpublished classics, and a boarding
school for training bright young men for pandit-shlp_. E&{ery year it holds examina-
tions by means of a Board of Examiners for the Matriculation, F.A. and B.A. students
on the T'amil texts prescribed by the Madras University, and awards medals and prizes
for proficiency, and issues certificates to the successful éandldatgs. Not only these
but examinations for panditship are also conducted on the same lines, and certificates
;ssued to the successful among them.

8. So far as the Indian vernaculars, the living languages of this Presidency, are
concerned, their position, according to the Draft Regulations of the Madras Un'&:)ersity,
is a8 follows, and the changes proposed do not tend to foster their study, but are
detrimental to it :—

Matriculation.—The text preseribed to be mainly in modern prose.

Intermediate.—The vernaculars alternate with foreign languages, and form one
of the three subjeets of an optional group.

B.A. Degree—Two languages chosen for the Intermediate examination with
portions of the history of the Janguage and literature chosen. 3

4. In regard.to the Matriculation, it will be observed that good prose in the
Indian vernaculars is meagre and not worth 'ghe name, and qverythmg worth preser-
vation and {ransmission to posterity occurs in poetry, classical or modern. In the
light of this faet, to limit the quantum of poetry to be learnt by the Matriculation candi-
dates will lead to the gradual but effective decay of the vernacular studies, and the
learning, therefore, of more of good simple pogtry of the_ ancient or medieval ages is
a great desideratum. As regards the Intermediate .Exammatlon, the‘ vernacu.lars are
tacked on to History (ancient or modern) and (lassical languages. The learning of a
classical language at this stage will be a great hardship to more than 75 per cent. of
the candidates, Brahmins and non-Brabmins ; for even thg majority of the Brahmins,
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whose daily prayers are in Sanskrit, and who, therefore, hold it sacred, have taken up
 Tamil for their examinations, because it is their mother tongue, while Sanskrit is a
*  llerary language printed in Devanageri characters; and the subordinate place
assigned to the Indian vernaculars in the curriculum proposed will lead in a decade
to the entire desertion of the vernacular studies. When they cease to attract the
Intermediate candidates, little need be said as to their being chosen by the candidates
for their Degree examinations, for it will be herculean task to attain proficiency in

-, two languages and their history in a couple of years.

5. These being the disadvantages of the new curriculum, the Tamil Sangain
composed of pandits and professors of new learning propose the following slight

alterations, with a view to enable the future University men to carry on their work of

research with great efficiency, and supply the materials for the history of South India -
-~ yet to be written, which materials being buried fathom deep in the olassics of the
- Indian vernaculars : — ‘

Matriculation.—Poetry and prose as obtaining at present.

Intermediate.—History (ancient or modern) to be scored ‘out altogether out of

the fourth optional group, unless it should be the history of the chosen vernacular or
it should be Logic in the place of history.

B.A. Degree.—Provided the alteration proposed for the Intermediate be
approved, the course of studies prescribed for this examination may stand with
the slight modification of « classical or vernacular ”” instead of ¢ classical and other
Janguages.” | :
6. Thanks to the goodness of the Government and the University the much-
neglected vernaculars have attracted some little attention of the Indian students who,
~ 1n a large majority of cases, cannot afford to love learning for its own sake, and ~
- should they now withhold their countenance and support, the study of the Indian -
vernaenlars, now in a state of revival, will sink into the limhe of things forgotten.

7. Among the vernaculars of South India, Tamil occupies a unique place. It
‘holds its own with Sanskrit, and, unlike the other vernaculars, has an independent

and highly rational grammar and a world of valuable literature from remote
antiquity. '

8. A few years ago, when Dr. Duncan was Director of Public Instruction, an

‘attempt was made to add an Oriental side to the University, and the vernaculars, it

was then thought, would have an auspicious time. But as the unexpected always
happeqsz the proposed scheme fell through, and the only consolation was that the
-authorities had not altogether lost sight of the Indian languages. But the changes
~mapped out now by the Senate spell out the decay of the Indian vernaculars, Had
the Government and the University enforced the use of the vernaculars as the medium
teaching in English schools and colleges, western ideas would have permeated
dm,n; society, and worked a deal of good for the people of the land. 'While we were '
xpecting a time of prosperity for the languages of the land, the changes prépﬂseei e
fiave come upon us as a bolt fram the blue, and we look to the Government for the =
rescue of our languages from the impending peril to them, ;4B IS RO
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I beg that you will kindly place this represenbatlon before Els
Excellency the Governor for his gragious consideration and favorable orders,

9. The Madura Tamil S8angam, of which I am the Presldenﬁ, is
composed of the most eminent Tamil Scholars and Pundits of the land, and conducts
the work of original research in Tamil. It has a very good library of printed
~ and rare manuscript Tamil works, a Press of its own for publishing the Tamil
monthly journal called *Sen T.zmll’ and bringing out the hitherto unpublished
classics, and a Boarding School for training bright Young men for Punditship.
- Every year it holds examinations by means of a Board of examiners for the Matric,
F. A & B. A. students on the Tamil texts prescribed by the Madras University, and
awards medals and prizes for proficiency, and issues certificates to the successful

didates. Not only these but examinations for ledltshlp, are also qonducted’ :
jh&same lines, and certificates 1ssued to the successful among them. 3
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3. So fer us the Indxan Vernaculars, the h%xg lan,
ney are concerned, their position, accordmg to the Draft

University, is as follows, and the chan%s pmposed do not Z
study, but are detrimental to it. V

INTERMEDIATE: ~—The Vernacular&alternate w\th 4 fdrelgn._ kﬁ‘ . =
form one of the 3 subJeobs of an optlo :

with portlons of the hlstory of t.hé Imm anﬁ'
literature chosen. :




4, In rega'l'd to the Matnculatwn, it will be observed that gogd prose
in the Indian Vernaculars m,peagre and not worth the name, and everything
worth preservation and transmission to posterity occurs in poetry, classical or

modern. In the light of this fact, to limit the quantum of poetry to be learnt
by the Matric oandldatos, will lead to the gradual but effective decay of the

Vernacular studies, and the learnmg, therqfore, of more of good simple poetry of

e a.ncxent or med:eval | ages, is a great demderatum. As reaards the Indermediate

languages. ~ Thelear,

: ardshlg to more than 75 P/C of the candidates, Brahmms and non-Bmhmms,
for even the ma}ont‘y of the Brahmins, whose daily prayers are in sanskrit, and
who, therefore, hold it sacred, have taken up Tamil for their examinations, because
it is their ‘Mother Tongue, ‘while sanskrit is a liferary language printed in
Devanagem characters; and the subordinate place assigned to the Indian

vernaculars in the curriculum proposed, will lead in a decade to the entire desertion

- of the vernacular studies. When they cease to attract the Intermediate candidates,

little need be said as to their being chosen by the candidates for their Degree
exatninatlons, for it w'i}L hercd@p task to attain proficiency in two languages

\AJ.

and their hlstm‘y in a couple of @ea«rs.

»

5. These being the disadvantages of the new curriculum, the Tamil

Sangam composed of Pundits and Professors of New Learning propose the follow-

- ing slight alterations, with a view to enable the future University men to carry on
their work of research with great efficiency, and supply the materials for the
_history of South India yet to be written, which materials being buried fathom

S

[Marric .——Poetry and Prose as obtaining at present.
InreryepiaTE :—History (ancient or modern) to be scored out
b altogethet' out of the fourth optional group,
unless it should be the history of the chosen

place of history.
B. A. DEcgeE :—Provided the alteration proposed for the
» 5 Intermediate be approved, ghe course of studies
| preseribed for this examination may stand with
| the slight modification of *classical or Verna-
L cular ‘instead of « classical and other languages.’
e £ .
, 6. Thanks to the goodll?s of th'ef_, Government and the University the
~ much-neglected vernaculars have attracted some little attention of the Indian
~students ‘who, in a large majonty of cases, cannot afford to love learning for
its own sake, and should they now withhold their countenance and support, the
study of the Indim vernaculars, now in a state of revival, will sink into the limbo

of things forgotton. >

AT AT 7. Among the vernaculars of South India, Tamil occupies a unique
”" place, it holds its own with sanskrit, and, unlike the other vernaculars, has an
~ independent and highly gmoual grammar and a world of valuable literature from

remobe mt:qmtyg

L gy

- deep in the classies of the Indian vernaculars el ? oo S

o vernacular or it should be the Logic in  the

;1

an attempt was made to add an Oriental side to the Un;vermty, anﬁ the vemip :

»8. A few years ago, when Dr. Duncan was Director of Pubhc lhsﬁmctxen,

always happens, the proposed scheme fell through and the only consolabwn was.
that the authorities had not altogether lost sight of the Indian languages. Bﬁ%
the changes mapped out now-by the senate, spell out the decay of the Indﬂm
vernaculars. Had the Government and the University enforced the use of th

vernaculars as the medium of teaching in English schools and Colleges, weste
would have permeated Indian Society, and worked a de%” of good for ﬁhe e
the land. While we were expecting a time of prospenty for the languages
land, the changes proposed have come upon us as a bolt from the blue, and we
look to the Government for the rescue of our ltmgua.o'eq from the lmpendmg perll

to them.

I beg to remain,
: Sir,
Your most obedient Servant

President ,
The Madura Tamil Sangam.

Tamil Sangam,Madura. l
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