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'AsliSiENi^Y"School.5L\i^oeb, whites 
tous :—Il iavB jusb received an Inspection 
Report of a smaU Elemeatary Panchama 
sokool whicli illustrates, the effect of placing 
the education of the masses under the control 
of -theorists, and of tying the hands o l 
more practical well-wishers of the de-
pressed classes. The sahool in question 
has suffered, as haw many in tliis 
Bis-trict, from continued drought with its, 
many hardships, and it csmnot be said t a b e 
in a good condition. The inspecting ofljcer, 
one of the much criticised class of Sub-
Assistants who are now coveiing; the Circles, 
realising the fact that when rice is short the 
school is sure to be nearly empty, graciously 
promises therefore -riot to recomroend a 
reduction of grant. But he points out the-
lack of sufficient light in the night school and 
the grave fiiilure of the management to supply 
a teacher's attendance register (to. note the 
attendance of the one teacher, surely a 
requirement VtMch, only a Department 
governed by red tape would make), and a 
progress register. But the point of the 
Report is in the postcript Under the 
present Rules' no grant wUl be passed 
for a teacher of a night sbhool 
if he is also employed in a day ^^cliool. ' 
This is, I suppose, as an oificial note only too 
true, and I can only express regret that it 
was not sUted In the Grant-in-Aid Code. 
The Code itself seems to have been prepared, 
with all its revolutionary tenets, with a 
minimum of consultation with Managers of 
schools, a minimum in the sense that so few 
Managers were taken into counsel. It has 
ali-eady met with numerous well-diicilt]^ 
and weighty criticisms. If, in addition to the... 
hard conditions of the published Code as it 
affects schools under private managemejĵ t̂  we 
are to submit to additional rules such as the 
one quoted above, the critics will still have 
ample occupation. 

Let us consider the bearing of this rule on 
small Elementary schools in agricultural 
villages. If a teacher cannot receive a grant 
both for his day and night schools his 
income from the grant will be small, and fees 
are a negligible quantity in many Panchama 
schools. Any man worth his rice wiU be 
probably qmite able to undertake the charge 
of a night school as well as of a day school, 

for in the former he wiu not spend more 
than four hours. He is not a Professor, 
working at the high water-mark of mental 
effort, but a plain man trying to drill 
the three I t i ' s into minds that cannot 
hold much more. I grant that as the 
principle of giving the minimum amount of 
aid to private individuals and bodies, seems 
to now dominate the Madras Edteational 
Department the sad case of one teacher 
teaching both day and night schools might 
afford a convenient opportunity for a 
VAndsome reduction of one grant, as a 
penalty for the non-efliciency that would 
certainly be assumed. But to rule that the 
poor man shall be entitled to no gi-ant at all 
for his night school is to bar his way to that 
temporal success which is essential to his 
attaining that independence and self-respect 
which is so necessary to the village school-
master. , , , , ,1. 

One effect of this rule will probably be the 
: closing of many night schools, as it is hardly 
' likely that the management will keep them 

goin'» without any teaching grant at all. This 
would be a calamity, as it would debar the 
big lads of many a village from picking up 
even a little learning. Among the backward 
classes, aid should be given for work either by 
day or by night, or both, unless the Govern-
ment wish to ignore earnest efforts by 
all means to light the lamp of education 
among the busy child workers of the rural 
tracts. One views with pleasure the durable 
and neat school buildings which are being 
erected by local bodies, but one remembers 
with regret that from these tiled schools where 
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