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Quinquennial report on Education. 
Communicating to the Director of Public Instruction letter from the Government of India 

regarding the preparation of the — and asking him to make an application about the beginning 
of August 1907 for the servioes of an oflBoer to assist him in the preparation of the next report. 
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N o . 5 0 2 , EDUCATIONAL, 27TH JOLT 1 9 0 6 . 

g o v e r n m e n t OP M A D R A S . 

E D U C A T I O N A L D E P A R T M E N T . 

READ—the following paper :— 

450. 

The Government of India desire to invite the atfPT f̂inr, 
Madras to the subject of the preparation of t h L u i n o t w ^ ^ Government of 
the period ending 31st March 1907. In he S r J-
U K , dated the 26th March 1901, it was reqUted thaUh^ ^^ department numbered 
contain a general but condensed summary, r n t r a l i v e f o l T / i ; ' " ! .^ 
done in each province during the period dealt S T ' V ^ ^ ^"^ational work 
each division of educational w o r k , L d the t^Ten 
educational development. The r ^ s p o n s r i h L S I s bee. directions of 
and the United Provinces, to this d L a n d fo u 
ment; but taking as a whole the quinquennialTnorts f T Z ' T 
1902, the Governor-Geneml in CoinciUonsidersTaUb v f S d ^ " ? 
work of the Education Department which they were iSpn^S f do justace to the 
of these quinquennial reports consisted of 73 ^ageTof S l s ^ ^ ^ ^ T ? 
was mechanically compiled according to a routine f o r m ^ ^ 
entirely of reproductions of figures from the tawS ^ifh 
differences between them and those of previous years TS of the 
of intelligence as this, but matter of thfsame k i S was a l so t rmi t tS ' . ' ' ' 
reports of some other provinces. The Government of Tn^l ^ i " T 
statistics contained in the tables only those shoSd be q l e f i n f . 
Director wishes to caU attention, upon which he th inkru . 
which illustrate his descriptions A n r f u r t h e r S ^ to •comment, or 
useful purpose, for when statistics Je equi d in he o r d f . r ' ' f T 
business they are invariably taken from t h e l b l e s and not Z ^ t ^ l Z ^ ^ t ^ ^ ^ 
reports. A series of routine reports upon individual iLtkutioT, r t ^ A the annual 
ant variations in the numbers aSd personnel, is equaiy u ^ s t r u S ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

2. The Government of India are aware of the excellent work ; • i 
by the Education Uep^tmen^ and they fear that the c h S ' caSe rtyl . ' r f k ^ 
83 inadequately represented in the last quinquennial reports was the n ^ o ™ X T 
of the duties incumbent uponlthe Directors d Public Instruct^ anrthrpon« I 
lack of leisure to record in general terms the salient points which called for t w S 
The Government of India therefore hope that if it J l l facilitate t r « ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
quinquennial report in the Madras Presidency for the period 1902—1907 to nla 
officer on special duty for a short time to assist the Director in its production ^he 
Governor m Council will be able to afford him that assistance. They agree with the ^ 
remark made by one local Government in its review of the last quinquennial report 
that " the recent orders make it more than ever necessary that much personal care 
should be devoted to the preparation of the report " . 

3. It was laid down in the despatch of 1854 that reports by the inspectors should 

From the Court of Directors of the East India ^Ll'^hfi ̂  ^ ^ annual reports of 
Company to the Governor-General of India in departments. The Govem-
Council, No. 49, dated 19th July 1854, ' " f^t of India desire that this piactice, 
paragraph 19. wherever it has been discontinued, should 

be resumed and they trust that there will 
be time to give tke necessary instructions for the inclusion of such matter in the next 

.f\ 
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quinquennial report. The contributions from ¡the inspectors here referred to should 
not consist of matter having only local interest, but should record their own 
observations upon important educational developments, and should be east in a general 
form, with particular illustrations, rather than in the form of reports upon single 
institutions. It is unnecessary that each of the inspectors should cover all the 
ground in each report, but a selection of topics and a rotation of reporting should be 

^OTranged. 
4. I am also to take this opportunity of inviting attention to the practice which 

is followed in the report of the Director of Public Instruction, Madras, of including a 
paragraph (numbered 18 in the report for 1904-1905} which reconciles the figures of 
expenditure given in the appended educational tables with the net expenditure shown 
by the Accountant-General under the head " 2 2 . Education."' The Government of 
India consider this information useful, and would be glad if it could be furnished in 
the other reports. 

Order—No. 602, Educational, dated 27th July 1906. 
Communicated to the Director of Public Instruction with the request that 

instructions may be issued for the preparation of the next quinquennial report on 
Education on the lines laid down by the Government of India. Provision should be 
made in the budget estimates under 22, EDUCATION for 1907-1908 for the deputation 
of an officer on special duty for two months to assist the Director in the preparation of 
the report, and application should be made for the services of such an officer about the 
beginning of August 1907. 

(True Extract.) 

H . D . TAYLOR, 
Aff. Secretary to Government. 

To the Director of Public Instruction. 
,, Pablic Department. 
,, Financial Department. 

0 
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EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT. 

n o t e s c o n n e c t e d w i t h G.O., No. 502, EDUCATIONAL, DATED 
27TH JULY 1906. 

rt^^^^Cl.—Instructions for the prepara tion of Uie quinquennial report on education for 
" ¿/¿e 1902-1903 io 1906-1907.] 

From the Government of India, Home Department, No. 450, dated 2bth June 1906. 

Tho last sub-para, of paragraph 4 of the letter 
from tho Government of India on pago 5 of 
G.O. No. 355, Educational, dated iitith June 
1901'. 

The last quinquennial report was for the quinquennium 1897-1898 to 1901-
1902 and the review of the reports was prepared by Mr. R. Nathan, I.C.S. 

2 The Madras report for the quinquennium was prepared by the late Mr. Stuart 
and was issued in 1902. It consisted of 63 pages of letter-press. The Government 

^ ^ XT -QQ r 1 observed in this connection " the report 
Paragraph 1 of G.O., No. Edneational, ,, however longer than is necessary and 

dated 22nd December 1902. ^ ^̂ ^̂ ^ ^̂ ^̂  ooeui^ieA by lists of 
" figures from which it is difficult to extract definite conclusions. In many cases 
« the progress of the past year and that of the quinquennium are dealt with in the same 
« paragraph without sufficient clearness of distinction. The almost complete absence of 
• tebles from the body of the report, though in accordance with the orders upon the 

" subject, does not tend to make it easier 
" of comprehension. The recent orders 
" make it more than ever necessary that 
" much pei-sonal care should be devoted 
" to the preparation of the report." 

3 The Government of India now say that the worst of the last quinquennial 
reports "consisted of 73 pages of lettcr-

Our report was 63 pages. " press the whole of which was mechani-
H . D . TAYLOR. ,I compiled according to a routine 

" form and was composed almost entirely of reproductions of figures from the tables, 
« with bald statements of the differences between them and those of previous years. 
" No other report was barren of intelligence as this but matter of the same kind was 
" also permitted to appear in the reports of some other provinces." 

Although the Madras report which contained only 63 pages is not the one singled 
out by the Government of India, it seems to be among " the reports of some other 
" provinces " referred to. 

The Government of India agree with the remark in the last sentence of the 
quotation in paragraph 2 supra that " t h e recent orders make it more than ever 

necessary that much personal care should be devoted to the preparation of the 
« report." 

4. The next quinquennial report is for the quinquennium 1902-1903 to 1906-
1907 and has to be issued about the close of 1907. The Government of India now 
issue certain instructions for its preparation, which may be summarized as follows :— 

" (1) The report should contain a general but condensed summary in narrative 
" form of the educational work done, indicating the salient features in each division 
" of educational work and the tendencies shown in various directions of educational 

developinent." 
(2) " Of the statistics contained in the tables only those should be quoted in the 

" text to which the Director wishes to call attention, upon which he thinks it necessary 
" to comment or which illustrate his descriptions. Any further citation of figures 



"would serve no useful purpose. A series of routine reports upon individual in-
« »titutions recording unimportant variations in the numbers and personnel is equallr 
" uninstructive." 

(3) If necessary an officer should be placed on special duty for a short time to 
assist the Director in the production of the report. 

(4) Eeports by Inspectors should be embodied in the Director's future reports 
and in the next quinquennial report. These reports of Inspectors " should record their 
• own observations upon important educational developments and should be cast i n ^ 

b e f o g ' a i a n P ^ ' ' ' ' ' ^ ^̂ ^ Inspector 

(5) The fi^es of expenditure given in the appended tables should continue to 
2rErcrTiON. ' -penditure shown by W Accountant-General und^r 

5. Submitted that the letter from the Governmpnt nf Tr„q;o v 
cated iu full to the Director of Public InstructiorwTtMhf r m i the X Z r v 
inBtruetions n,ay be issaed at oace for the preparation o f t h e T ^ q l l u e L i 
on the lines chalked out by the Government of India n , . report 
^ked.to bring up at the proper time the question o f ° X i n g t S ^ r ' l ^ i w S u W 
to assist him if he considers such a step necessary. ^ ^ optjuai uuiy 

P. T. THABYAN—7-7-06. 

ITie file had better go in the first instance to the Director of PnKbV Tnotrn^nf 
for remarks as to the necessity for placing an o f f i c e n ^ s ^ l f a l 
should be decided now as provision will have to be made in the budget of 1907 S 
It will also be for consideration whether the officer so dfiT^nfiri.. • i V . , , , 
be an officer of the Educational Departmenror a t 
doubtful whether any officer of the Educational DepaZent coulrbe s p L i 

H. D. TAYLOR—10-7-08. 

G. S. F[ORBES]—10-7-06, 

To Director of Public Instruction for remarks. 

OFFICE OP THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 

It is peculiarly important that the report in question should be as well done 
ç)ssible as it wil deal with a period of special activity. I should be very «lad indeed 
if an officer could be put on special duty to assist me in the literary part of the work 
Two months should suffice, from about the middle of August or ov^T the six weeks 
preceding the 1st of October m which case perhaps it might be the officer deputed'to 
prepare the general administration report. ^ 

2. It had already occurred to me that it would be a good thin«' to revert to 
Inspectors' reports and I called for such some time ago. ° 

3, The real difficulty about the annual report is in getting time to work at it one-
self. The statistics are always delayed but I have done ail I could to get them earlier 
and we were a little better off last year. We have to depend upon so many private 
managers who will not get the figures ready before they go off for "their summei 
holiday. 

A. G. BOURNE—13-7-06. i K 

EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT. 

The file will now be sent to the Public and Financial Departments for remarks 
as to the deputation of an officer on special duty and the provision of funds. 

H. D. TAYLOR—13-7-06. 

To the Public and Financial Departments. 

\ 

If an Indian Civil Service officer is required he will be wanted in August 1907. 
This Department may, i t is submitted, agree to an Indian Civil Service officer being 

.placed on deputation then. Educational will doubtless apply for the officer a month 
or two in advance. 

C . M . S C H M I D T — 1 8 - 7 - 0 6 . 

FINANCIAL DEPARTMENT. 

The Education Department may be asked to include the necessary provision or to 
direct the Director of Public Instruction to do so in the budget estimate under 
Education for 1907-1908. The allotment can only be approximate. 

C . M . S C H M I D T — 1 8 - 7 - 0 0 . 

Yes, I agree. There "vrill be no difficulty in finding a suitable officer when the 
time comes. 

To the Educational Department. 

Please draft for approval. 

No. 

H . D . TAYLOK. 

P. T. THARYAN—23-7-06. No. I think not. 

M. HA.MMICK—20-7-06. 

EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT. 

H. D. TAYLOR—23-7-06. 

The draft placed below is submitted 
for approval. Should it be placed on 
the Editors' table ? It is submitted that 
it sbould not be. 

C. G. MACKAY—24-7-06. 

This appears to be a ease in which the Government of India letter may be 
communicated in original. 

It will not go beyond the Director of Public Instruction. 

H. D. TAYLOR—26-7-06. 

The matter was fully discussed with Dr. Bourne at a meeting at Government 
House when His Excellency the Governor, Dr. Bourne and myself were present. 
Dr Bourne wishes to write the report himself. Hence the alteration of his leave. 

2 I am not sure he does want an Indian Civil Service officer but he can make his 

application. Lsue. G. S. P[OKB., ]-27-7-06. 

Issue. 

H. D. TAYLOR—27-7-06. 

[G.O., No. 502, Educational, dated 27th July 1906.] 
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NO. I f S O . 

FROM 

H. H. R I5LEY , ESQ., C.S.I.. C.I.E., V j " ^ , ^ 

Secretary to the Government of India, ^ ^ ^ 

To 
¿ry,'? 

q//(/ Q^e'ii^y (ri/te ^e^^^ / 

^ / 

Home CepirtTrent. 
Educition. 

Simla, theJl^^une igo6. 

S i r , 

T h e Government of India desire to invite 

T ^ r f ^ ' i ^ t - i ^ t i t / { ( e i c ^ n ^ ' 

to the subject of the preparation of the quinquennial reports on education for the 
teriod ending %i st March 1907. In the etter from this Department numbered 
f i f e » elated the 25th March 1901, it was requested that the educational reports 
should contain a general but condensed summary, in narrative form, of the 
educational work done in each province during the period dealt with, indicating 
the salient features in each division of educational work, and the tendencies 
shown in various directions of educational development. The response which 
has been made, especially in Bombay and the United Provinces, to this 
demand for improved reports deserves acknowledgment ; but taking as a 
whole the quinquennial reports for the period ending March 1902, the 
Governor General in Council considers that they failed to do justice to the 
work of the Education Department which they were intended to record. The 
worst of these quinquennial reports consisted of 73 pages of letterpress, the whole 
of which was mechanically compiled according to a routine form, and was composed 
almost entirely of reproductions of figures from the tables, with bald statements 
of the differences between them and those of previous years. No other report 
was so barren of intelligence as this, but matter of the same kind was also 
permitted to appear in the reports of some other provinces. The Government 
cf India consider that of the statistics contained in the tables only those should 
be quoted in the text to which the Director wishes to call attention, upon which 
he thinks it necessary to comment, or which illustrate his descriptions. Any 

, further citation of figures would serve no useful purpose, for when statistic s are 
required in the ordinary course of official business they are invariably taken from 
the tables and not from the text of the annual reports. A series of routine 
reports upon individual institutions, recording unimportant variations in the 
numbers and personnel, is equally uninstructive. 

2. The Government of India are aware of the excellent work which is 

being done by the Education Departments, and they fear that the chief cause 

why this work was so inadequate y represented in the last quinquennial report s 

was the onerous character of the duties incumbent upon the Directors of Public 

Instruction and the consequent lack of leisure to record in general terms the 
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salient points which called for treatment. The Government of rnfil;, fk», r l 
t l^t if .it will facilitate the production of the quinquennfaf rep t fn J i f j ^ ' ^ S ^ 
k^/atuOitry — f o r the period IG02—icx)7 to nlarf- ^ ^ ^ 

duty for a 4 r t time to assist t'he D i r e L r in S V r o d t t i o n 
. •» i -^b^tv- i i/ —— _ . ^ ' ' l l k 

him that assistance They agree with the remark made by one loL l Gol^r 
m us review of the last qumquennial report that " the r e J n Z d e r s ^ 
han ever necessary that much personal care should be d e v o t S to n . 

tion of the report." ucvoiea to the prepar&. 

3. It was laid down in the despatch of 18=54 that renort« hv tl.« • 
From the Court of Director, of the East India «hnnU K . l l k J J • , ^ m s p e c t o r s 

Company to the Governor General of I n d i a t t ^ b e e m b o d i e d m t h e a n n u a l r e o o r t s 
a.unc,i, no. 49. dated .gth July ,854, paragraph of the h e a d s of D e p a r t m e n t s T h e 

practice, wherever it has been d i s c o n Z e T s h o u l d " h ' ^^^^ ^^is 
trust that there will be time to W ^ l • they 
inclusion of such matter in the n L t T u i n a u e n l l " " ^ mstructions for the 
from the inspectors here referred to s h o ' u S T o t " o L i T o T 
local mterest, but should record their owh «"^v 
tional developments, and should be cast t I Z T i ^ T 

i l lus t ra t ions , r a t h e r than in t h e f o r m of r e p o r t s i , n ? n , P a r t i c u l a r 
unnecessary that each of the inspectors sho. M ? '"^titutions. It is 
report, but a selection of topics a K ^ i t ^ r o f o f " Z i ^ ^ t 

4. I am also to take this opportunitv of invl. ^ ^^ ^"^"^ed. 
which is followed in the report oi the Director I T p P^^^^ice i 
of including a paragraph (numbered 18 in the ren^ r̂t f Instruction, Madras, • 
the figures of expenditure given in the appended reconciles i 
expenditure shown by the A c c o u n t a n t - G e n S u n d e r T . 
The Government of India consider this info m S head " 2 2 - E d u c a t i o n . " 
it could be furnished in the other report^ be glad if 

I have the honour to be. 

S I R , 

Your most obedient servant, 

Secretary to the Government 0/ India, 

i-

•.ifi"̂ : * 
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