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. 6.0., No. 481, 16th July 1906.

Technical Examinations. ]

Stating that the Grovernment see no sufficient reason at present for raising the fees Pmd by
0

candidates for any of the Government Technical Fxaminations and requesting the Commissioner
for Government Examinations to effect a reduction of about 25 per cent. on the whole in th
stipends paid to examiners. : i _ .
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No. 481, EpuvcATIoNAL, 16rm Jury 1906.

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT.

Reap— the following papers :—
I
G.0., No. 612, Educational, dated 3rd October 1902.

Asstract.—Sanctioning the revised scale of remuneration to examiners appointed to conduet
the Government Technical Examinations.

II

Letter—irom the Hon’ble Mr. A. G. Bourne, D.Sc., r.r.s., Commissioner for
Government Examinations.

To—the Secretary to Government, Educational Department.

Dated—Madras, the 14th February 1906.

No.—125/4-D. N

With reference to G.O., No. 612, Educational, datéd the 3rd October 1902, I

bave the honour to report that the revised seale of remuneration to examiners appointed

to conduct the Technical Examinations has been in operation for the past three years,
As the scale has worked well, it may be allowed to remain in force.

11X
Memorandum No. 91, dated 26th February 1906.
The following statement shows the fees levied from candidates at the Govern-

ment Technical Examinations and the stipends paid to examiners during the last three

years :—
Fees. Stipends. ,

ES. RS.

Examinations held in November 1902 - s o. 714,400 5475
P} »  April 1903 .. LIE 25 «o 8,900 14,362

= ,» November 1903 2 A .. 4,700 5,833

i , April 1904 .. e S5 .. 8800 14,154

2 ,, November 1904 e s s s 416000265175

s 5 APHlNI00bEECT 56 s .. 11,400 16,306

As the fees do not as yet cover the stipends, the Commissioner for Government
Examinations is requested to be so good as to make suggestions for a reduction in the
rate of stipends.

(By Order.)
' C. A. SouTER,
Ag. Assistant Secretary to Govt.

To the Commissioner for Government Examinations,

Iv

Letter—from the Hon’ble Mr. A. G. Bournse, D.Sc., r.r.s,, Commissioner for
Government Examinations.
To—the Secretary to Government, Educational Department. :
Dated—Madras, the 2nd June 1506. A
No.—3878/4-D. : h
I wasrequested in your Memorandum No. 91, dated 26th Febljunry 1906, to make
suggestions for a reduction in the rate of stipends paid to the examiners at the Govern-

ment Technical Examinations in order that the fees may cover the stipends. I have
the honour in reply to state that whatever be the rates of stipends fixed, these are

}
i
s
z

® ¢

S : ‘
No. 481, Epuvcarionar, 16te Juny 1906. : 3

comparatively speaking very expensive examinations to conduct. This is due to the
large number of subjects, the large number of papers to be set, the numerous practical
examinations wherein the candidates require individual attention, and the facts that
for many of these practical examinations additional examiners have to be appointed
for mufassal centres and on the other hand that in many subjects the number of
candidates is very small as is therefore the income from fees.

2. Looking at the lists of the persons who examine, one is struck by the fact that,
having regard to their general attainments and position, some receive more than they
could expect to receive in an open market for a particular piece of technical work and
some perhaps less, It does not seem possible however to pay even technical examiners
at varying rates. Speaking generally I fear that, if the rates are lowered to any great
extent, the best men will not care to undertake the work. I would rather see an
examination abolished altogether than left to be conducted by inferior men. Bad
examinations do more than anything else to promote cram. :

3. If it is resolved to reduce the rates, those for commercial subjects might be
reduced to a somewhat larger extent than those for most other subjects. These are in
my experience the only subjects in which there is anything like competition for
examinerships even with the present rates. The reduction required averages about
31 per cent. The accompanying statements show how this reduction would have
affected the remuneration paid for the examinations of 1904 and 1905. The annual
report for the year 1904-1905 published in G.0., No. 569, Educational, dated 18th
August 1905, shows how the candidates are scattered among the several subjects and
grades and how impossible it would be to make the examination in most of the subjects
self-supporting. 5

4. Perhaps Government would be willing to reconsider the question of raising the
fees paid by candidates. The fee for the Elementary grade of Re. 1 is really very low
as compared with the value which the candidate at any rate puts upon the certificate.
To make it Rs. 2 would doubtless raise the income by over Rs. 4,000, and I think that
this would be better than to do anything which might diminish the prestige of the
examinations. ' 4 :

6. If Government approve of raising this fee, T will submit a schedule reducing
the rates of stipends particularly in one or two subjeets to the extent necessary to
obviate the probability of a loss. If the fee is not to be raised and the examinations
are to be self-supporting, the stipends must be reduced all round and I would submit
for the consideration of Government whether it would not be better in this case to
make these examinations as far as possible part of the duty of certain officers. Many
of these are of course beyond my control.

Order—No. 481, Educational, dated 16th July 1906.

The Government see no sufficient reason at present for raising the fees paid by
candidates for any of the Government Technical Examinations. The Commissioner
for Goovernment Examinations will therefore be requested to effect a reduction of about
25 per cent. on the whole in the stipends paid to examiners. It will be left to the
Commissioner to arrange the details regarding the subjects in which reduction should
be made and the amount of reduction to be made in those subjects.

(True Extract.)

H. D. Tavrog,
Ag. Secretary lo Government.

To the Commissioner for Government Examinations.

I REERIR 1
8 Laorndast daste
i IHoaod sas




NOTES CONNECTED WITH G.0, No. 481, EDUCATIONA
g DATED 161 JULY 1906.

[SUBJEcr — Revised scales of remuneration to examiners appointed to conduct G'ovemmcmt
Technical Ezaminations.)

From the Commissioner Sor Government Ezaminations, dated 1441 February 1906,
- DNo. 125/4-D. ‘ s

In their order No. 612, Educational, dated 3rd October 1902, the Government
sanctioned the revised scales, submitted by the Commissioner for Government Examina-
tions, of remuneration to examiners appointed to conduct the Government Technical
exammatmns and observed that these scales would be recunsudered after they had been
in operation for three years. _

2. The Commissioner for Government Examinations now reports that the rensed
scales have worked well and accordingly recommends that they may be allowed to -
remain in force. But before aceepting “the Commissionor’s recommendation attention
is invited to paragraph 2 of the office-note, dated 30th September 1902, on page 2 of
the notes in G.0., No. 612, Educational, dated 3rd October 1902, and the orders of
Honourable Members (the Hon’ble Sir James Thomson and the Hon'bls Mr. Stokes)
thereon. From the Commissioner for Government Examinations’ letters in /G.Os.,
Nos. 207, 208, Educational, dated 11th May 1903, Nos. 518, 519, Educational, dated
17th October 1903, Nos. 363 564, Educational, date 13th Tune 1904, and Nos, 429,
430, Educational, duted 23rd June 1905, requestmg sanection for the dlsbur=ement of

: stlpends due to examiners who condueted the Government Technical examinations, it
will be seen that the charges were always in excess of the reevlpts. This will be made
elear from the following statement :—

3

Reeeipts: Charges.
BE, )i ST
Technical examinations held in Noveraber 1902 . 4,400 5,475
Do. do.  April 1903 s -8,900 14,862
Do. do.  November 1903 .. & 4, 700 : 5 833
Do. do.  April 1904 Migtad 20 ,8 800 14 154
Do. do.  November 1904 .. es 4,600 6.175
Do. do.  April 1505 95 .. 11,400 16,306

From the above statement it will be seen that the Technical examinations are
not self—supportmg It is therefore for consideration whether a reduction in th
examiners’ stipends should not be considered or whether the Commlssumer’s recom
mendation should be accepted. :

N.L.R.—15-2-06.

)

The Director of Public Tnstruction’s recommendation may be acceptéd.

#  (Submitted that the fees to examiners should be reduoed 80 as to be e ere
the fees received from candidates. The variation in April 1903 and L
was very considerable. On other occasions a reductmn of one-fourth W uldprac_
have resulted in equilibrium. ol i

' 9. The only danger in a reduction of feos is that competent e 2: in
be attracted. 1 believe, however, that there is room for reduction
have heard examiners talk about some examinations or sets of apers e




A o ¥

remnnemtlve tl‘xa;n ‘others with fef_erence to thék‘qﬁaﬁﬁtyl of Workinvolved " The i

- Commissioner for Government Examinations does not state whether it is possible t

obtain examiners at lower rates, or whether no readjustment of fees can be arianged'far. i

H. D. Tavion—19-2-06.

Point out that the receipts do not cover the fees, and ask him for sugggétiops 5

for reduction.

The draft placed below is submitted for approval.
P. T. THarRYAN—20-2-06.

Tssue, ’ ' :
C. A. SouTEr—23-2-086.

[Memorandum to the Commissioner for Government Examinations, No. 91, dated 26th
: February 1906. ‘ :

From the Commissioner for Government Examinations, dated 2nd June 1906, No, 997.

In Memorandum No. 91, dated 26th February 1906, the Commissioner for
Government Examinations was requested to make suggestions for a reduction in the
rate of stipends paid to examiners at the Government Technical examinations. In
reply the Commissioner states that ¢ whatever be the rates of stipends fixed these (the
¢ Technical examinations) are, comparatively speaking, very expensive examinations to
¢“conduct. This is due to the large number of subjects, the large number of papers to
“ be set, the numerous practical examinations wherein the candidates require individual
“attention and the facts that for many of these practical examinations additional
¢ examiners have to be appointed for mufassal centres and on the other hand that in
“many subjects the number of candidates is very small asis therefore the income
¢ from fees ”. '

2. The following statement compiled from tables II, IIT and IV under {d)
Technical examinations on pages 7 to 11 of G.O., No. 569, Educational, dated 18th
August 1905, illustrates the above so far as regards the examinations held in 1904—
1905, the latest year for which there is information :—

Number of Number of Number of Number of Number of sub-
subjects Number snbjects in subjects subjects jects in which
in which of papers | which oral |in which thers |in which there candidates

examinations set. examination | was only one | were only two | exceeded two but
were held. was held. candidate, candidates. | did not exceed fen.

Elementary 50 68 33 : 3 1 14
Intermediate 58 94 43 11 2 19
Adva.noed £ 17 41 9 3 1 X 9

Page 5 of notes with G.0., No. 653, Educational, 3. The fees leviable from candidates
dated 28th September 1899. , are as follow :—

Elementary grade, for each subject ..
Intermediate  ,, B
Adyanced » »

: ; The number of candidates re isfered
£ G.0., No. 569, E YR 0 8
T";’iﬁeﬁc’fs}éigﬂgug1go5.° B Tioationsl, for examination in 1904-1905 was as

follows : —

RS.
Elementary grade 4811
Intermediate ,, : : 1,561
Advanced A o 133

ad oz 3 Ak

Total 6,505
4, The Commissioner fears that if the rates of stipends (sanctioned in G.O.,
No. 612, Educational, dated 3rd October 1902) are lowered the best men may not care
to take up the examining work and he would rather see an examination abolished

G. S. Flonsss}—20-2-05.

than left to be conducted by inferior men. But if it is necessary to reduce the rates he
thinks that the rates for commercial subjects—Book-keeping, Commercial Correspond-
T . ence, Banking, Commercial Geography,
T 10kna 1 of 00 o €12, Honwtional, - it thand, Avnies i [l 8
and Typewriting—might be reduced to
a somewhat larger extent than those for most of the other subjects, the average total
reduction being by 31 per cent. But he would prefer raising the fee for the Blementary
gre e examination from Re. 1 to Rs. 2 by which he expects an increased income of
over Rs. 4,000 and then reduce the rates of stipends in one or two subjeets, or making
the task of examining part of the duty of certain officers whose designations however
he does not give.

5. In paragraph 3 of his letter No. 38—1-D., dated 9th Mareh 1898, page 4 of
G.0., No. 653, Educational, dated 28th September 1899, Dr. Duncan proposed that the
rate of fees for the Klementary examination might be raised from Re. 1 to Rs. 2 and that
for the Intermediate from Rs. 4 to Rs. 5, but the Government then said that ‘ the
Technical examinations are in need of special encouragement” and that “ it would be
inexpedient to raise the fees for candidates ”—-paragraph 3 (8) of G.O., No. 653,
Educational, dated 28th September 1899. As regards the stipends to examiners the
Government said at the same time *‘ It must be expected that the Technical examina-
‘“tions should be expensive. The Government recognizes the importance of the
¢ examinations which test the progress of technical education and considers that the
¢ results are commensurate with the expenditure incurred upon them ”——paragraph 2
of the above Government Order—and again *in the present condition of technical
“education it would be inadvisable to reduce the maximum fees for examiners ”—
paragraph 3 (5) of the Government Order. oy

6. It is for consideration, however, whether the time has not arrived when the fee
for the Elementary examination may be raised from Re. 1 to Rs. 2. Considering that
the fee for the Advanced grade is Rs. 8 and that for the Intermediate grade, Rs. 4,
that for the Elementary grade ought perhaps to have been Rs. 2. This increase in the
fee and the reduction in the rates of stipends in the commercial subjects referred to
by Dr. Bourne may perhaps be now effected.

P. T. Taarvyan—11-6-06.

Please note on the total spent last year in examiners’ fees for all Government

examinations and the receipts from candidates’ fees.
C. A. Sourer—12-6-06.

The following statement shows in one view the receipts from fees and the expendi-
ture on examiners’ stipends, contingencies and other objects on account of each of
the examinations under the control of the Commissioner for Government Examinations
during the year 1904-1905 :—

Table II on page 138 of G.O., Charges.
No. 569, Educational, dated

18th August 1905. Contingen-
cles, tem-

pto blish

k Examiners’ | %5 %
Receipts. stipends. ment]t;,nigavel-
allowance

and other
charges,

ES.
Primaryland fifth and sixth stand-~
ard examinations Ve 0 7,729
Lower Secondary examination ..

Upper s S & 20,039
¥ T Handwriting and Dietation test ..
s These figures differ slightly mgchnical examinations ., s 6,000
“ffom those given on page 1 Medical Entrance examination .. 73
but represent the whole of gpecialand Salt and Abkéri tests. 2,679
the crecite and debits during  Refunds—Frinting charges—

the year, whether on account Secretary and his establishment ‘
of the year itself or of the and office contingencies i an 13,311
previous year.
P. T. THARYAN. Total .. |1,75,393 49,831




~

" Now that the Primary (as a public) and Lower Secondary examinations have

been abolished * the receipts and charges

% G.0s., No. 409, Bducstional, dated 15th June are expected in the current year’s budget

: tional, dated 29th to be only Rs. 68,000 and R:s..63,000—
: }?1(1)12, lﬁ)%.No S Ed‘.ma o?a Mz %‘ges 91 and 188 of the Civil Budget

stimate.

P. T. TrHARYAN—13-6-06. ¥

- T asked for these figures to ses if the examinations were carried on at a loss. It

is evident that a large profit has been made and that some profit will continue to be
made. I submit that examinations as a whole ought to be looked at, and not each
examination separately. Losses in one ought to be balanced against profits in another.
If this view is accepted, there seems no need to alter the fees for the Technical exami-
nations. This is apart from the question whether if fees were lower the standard of

the work would not follow suit.
' : \ : C. A. Sourer—13-6-06.

If the Government Technical examinations are to be considered on their own
merits, the proposal to raise the fee for the Elementary grade from Re. 1 to Rs. 2 may
be approved. If, however, the receipts and charges from all examinations are to be
looked at as a whole, no enhanecement will
be necessary. It must, however, be borne
in mind that the cost of the Commissioner
for Government Examinations’ Secretary
and establishment is properly a charge
upon these fees.

This has been allowed for in the statement on
page 3—last item.
C. A. SoutEr—14-6-06.

Yes. I overlooked this item.
' H. D. TavrLor—15-6-06.

2. With the elimination of the Primary and Lower Secondary examinations,
there will after allowing for establishment, be little margin left, even if the budget
figures of Rs. 68,000 wunder receipts
et are worked up to (Budget expenditure

: ot ? Rs. 63,000 t). From the statement on
page 3 it will be observed that there is a large profit made under the Handwriting and
Dictation test, and under the Special, Salt and Abkéri tests. It would be more equit-
able to reduce the fees under those tests and to raise the fees for Technical exami-
nations. It is hardly fair that the Matriculate clerk or Salt officer should pay for the
certificate of a typewriter or commercial accountant.

+ This includes al/ expenditure.

Letter No. 279, dated 9th May 19086. 3. But under the recent reference
from the Government of India the whole
s under consideration and the reference
Paragraph 2 (iv) of letter No, 279, dated 9ik contemplates the attachment of specific
May 1906. : examination duties to specific officers as
part of their proper duty. This alter-

ila{:ttive is suggested by the Director of Public Instruction in the last paragraph of his
etter. y

4. There are certain examinations for which the appointment of other than
Government servants is necessary, e.g., Music, Jeweller’s work, Tailoring and
Commerce. But it would not perhaps be too hard a burden to impose on District
F_oregt—oﬁicers the duty of conducting examinations in Forestry at centres in their
districts. The staff of the School of Arts could take the woodwork, metal work and
drawing ; the Sanitary officers could undertake the work in Minor Sanitary Engineer-
ing, the Superintendent, Government Press, Printing, and so on.

B_nt this point will depend on the orders which may issue on the Government
of India reference. o

5. The Commissioner for Government Examinations in the statement attached to

question of fees to Government officers j;

+is letter proposes a general reduction of 31 per cent., but has not differentiated at all

between the fees paid for the different examinations,

H. D. Tayror—14-6-06.

The whole question of fees will have to be gone into on the reference from the
Government of India. I would not at present touch the candidates’ fees. If {.{1:
Primary and Secondary examinations cease, the statement plainly shows there will be
a deficit even on the whole examination budget. e

2. I think the Commissioner for Government Examinations may be told thgt the\
fees to examiners in these subjects should be reduced about 25 per cent. on the whole,

leaving to him to arrange in what subjects, etc., the actual reductions should take place.

g’ ' G. S. F[orBES|—4-7-06.

The draft placed below is submitted for approval. The statement on page 3 shows
that the receipts and charges excluding those on account of the Primary and Lower
Secondary examinations were Rs. 60,451 and Rs. 55,590, respectively, in 1904-1905.

P. T. THARYAN—6-7—06. , :

 Even withont the Primary and Lower Secondary examinations there will be a
slight profit. :
C. A. Sourer—T7-7-06.

For approval. : ¥
H. D. TayLor—8-7-06.
G. 8. F[orpEs |—12-7-06.

H. D. TuLon—-i4—7—06.

[G.0., No. 481, Educational, dated 16th July 1906. ]
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