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Informing Mrs. T. Foulkes that the Governmentiare not' disposed to incur the cost of
ing the manuscripts and books of the late Reverend T. Foulkes and advising her to make

of them to the Royal Asiatic Society, London, or to the Asiatic Society of Bengal, Cale




‘No. 315, EpvcarioNar, 7ra May 1906.

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT,.

& REap—the followin g paper :(—

Despatch—from His Majesty’s Secretary of State for India.

To—His Excellency the Honourable the Acting Governor in Council, Fort St.
George.

Dated—Tiondon, the 2nd March 1906.
No.—2 Public (Records).

: I enclose herewith a copy of a letter (dated 6th February 1906) from Mr. R. Sewell
regarding the inspection of certain manusecripts and books, the property of the late
Reverend Thomas Foulkes, referred to in the letter from Your Excellency’s Government
in the Educational Department, No. 10, dated 30th December 1905. Tt will be seen
that Mr. Sewell cannot commence the work, which he estimates will occupy him for a
Year, before about July next, and that he apparently expects some remuneration for
his services.

ExNcrLosurE.

5 Letter—from Rosert SewrLL, Esq., Indian Civil Servico (Retired).
To—the Under Secretary of State for India.
Dated—the:6th February 1906.

I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of a communication from the Right Honourable
the Secretary of State (R. & I.. 121, dated 31st January 1906), forwarding copy of a letter
from His Excellency the Governor of Madras (Educational No. 10, dated 30th December 1905),

in which it is suggested that I should examine and report on the manuscripts left by the late
Reverend T. Foulkes.

2. I should be very pleased to undertake the duty, but would first prefer to explain my .
position. : \,

3. On my return to England in April I shall probably no longer be a resident in London,
but in the country; and if I am entrusted with this duty would like to have the manuseripts at
my own house. T shall not'be fairly settled in my new residence till about July or later, and
meanwhile shall be unable to devote much attention to serious work. Ceuld the manuscripts be
sent to my new address?

4. Looking at the formidable list of over 100 volumes and papers it oceurs to me that I should
bave about a year’s work on them before T could submit a comprehensive and satisfactory report
on them, and meanwhile should have to suspend some other important historical investigation
(with reference to South India) on which I am engaged. ! 1

5. May I therefore respectfully enquire whether the Government of Madras could see their
way to offer me some remuneration for my services ?

6. There will be a great deal to do. Independent of the genceral interest which attaches to
the notes and writings of a student like Mr. Foulkes, the Government will desire to know whether
the volumes contain ‘such valuable information that they ought to acquire them (I presume by
purchase) for publication or preservation in a public library, and for this purpose it is necessary
to ascertain whether their contents are up to date, and based on the researches of the Grovernment
Epigraphists published during the last twenty years or 80, or are, perhaps, independently impor-

tant; or whether they are passing notes made prior to those publications and based on information
now superseded.

7. It is easy to report on a few of the volumes, e.g., the  Indian Antiquary ” and “ Epi-
graphia Indica ”. If these are complete sets they might be purchased for a library, or certain
volumes might be purchased out of the collection to complete a deficient set. But there appear to
-be manuscripts that would require examination by an expert, e.g., *“ Yajnavalkya ”’, ¢ Buddha-
ghosa ”. If these are original Sanskrit manuscripts they must be examined by a Sanskrit scholar
to ascertain whether they are complete, and accurate: and it must be ascertained whether the
library for which they are intended already possesses copies. And so on.

{

- 1 Letter—from H. D. TAYLOR, Esq., I.C.S., Acting Sgcreta.ry to Govern-

: g :
No. 315, Epvoatiowar, 7t May 1906, _ G

. 8. Without any examination at all T could reply at once that collections of notes and personal
writings made by such an earnest student, as the late Mr. Foulkes undoubtedly was, would always
be of value to a public library as guides to other students; but I imagine that the Government
18 anxious rather to learn whether any of them, and, if so, which, contains any new or important
information. To that question a reply cannot be given till they have been carefully gone into.

ment, Educational Department.
To—Mrs. T. Foulkes, Yercaud.
Dated—the 7th May 19086.
No.—315, Educational.

With reference to the correspondence ending with your letter of the 6th December
last on the subject of certain manuseripts and books left by the late Reverend
T. Foulkes, I am directed to state that it has been ascertained that it would take a
very long time to make that thorough examination of these manuseripts which would
be necessary in order to ascertain the value and nature of the contents, and that the
cost of such an examination would be more than the Government are disposed to incur.
I am therefore to suggest for your consideration whether the best mode of disposing
of the manuseripts would not be to present them to the Royal Asiatic Society in
London, or to the Asiatic Society of Bengal in Calcutta. The manuseripts might be =
known as the * Foulkes’ manuscripts ”. The Societies referred to exist for a.mo‘q&i;’:“
other purposes that of taking charge of and examining such collections and there
are always fellows or members of them who have the capacity and leisure for work of
the kind which they would be glad to undertake, and such portions of the manuscripts

as are of value would doubtless be edited and published at the expense of the Society = 1
to whom they were entrusted. :

2. The numbers of the * Indian Antiquary ” and the « Epigraphia Indica ” and
of other serials among the collection, if not required for your personal use, might

be sold.

i l‘bi\‘m

Letter—to the Right Honourable the Secretary of State for India.
Dated—Ootacamund, the 29th May 1906.
No.—2, Educational.

We have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your Despatch No. 2, Public
(Records), dated 2nd March 1906, on the subject of the inspection of certain manu-
seripts and books, the property of the late Reverend Thomas Foulkes. As it appears
that the examination of these manuseripts would take a very considerable time and
that the cost of such an examination would be more than we consider it advisable to
ineur, we are informing Mrs. Foulkes that they are not required by Government. Af 3
the same time we are suggesting to her that perhaps the best disposal of the collection
would be fo hand it over to the Royal Asiatic Society in London or to the Asiatic

Society of Bengal in Caleutta. No further action in the matter need therefore be taken
at present. '
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i ey F[oBBEs]—25—4+06,
: I’lease draft accordingly. ‘ '

H. D, Tavror—30-40.

The draft placed below is submltted for approval.

s 2. Should not the Secretary of State be now addressed and asked not to take any
: further steps in the matter ?

P b THARY4N——30—4—06
C. A. Soures—1-5-06,
Yes. Please put up draft o Secretary of State.
H. D. Tavror—2-5-06.

A draft letter to the Secretary of State has been added and is submitted for
approval.
B THA_RYAN—Z——5—OG.
C. A. Sourer—2-5-06,
H. D. Tayror—3-5-086,
I have revised the drafts slightly.
G. 8. F[orees|—4-5-086,
Very well, From the list it does not look as if the papers were worth much.
G. S[roxas]—5-5-06.

Issue the letter to Mrs. Fou]kes and fair type despatch for His Excellency’s
sl vnature.
T Il BAvioR--T-H-06"

The letter to Mrs. T. Foulkes has 1ssued A typed copy of the draft letter to
the Secretary of State is submitted.
P.R.—8-5-06.
P. T. TuaryAN—8-5-086,
C. A. Sourer—8-5-06.
The draft letter is submitted to His Excelleney for approval and initial,

A. BurrBrRworTH—10-5-06."
Approved.
/ A. L[awLry]|—12-5-06.
Issue.
A, BurTERWORTH—15-5-06,

[Letter, No, 315, Educational, dated 7th May 1906. ]
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pddress - Cars of Messrs H.S.King & Cus,
9 Pall Mall, SiV.

Hotal Belvedere, Bordighera,
N. Italy.
February 6th. 1906.

From Robert Sewell, _
Indian Civil Servics, Retired.
77
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e Educational Department,

C.No.508, from the Secretary of State, No.2, dated 2nd March 1906.
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