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Letter No. 316, 7th May 1906. 

Mrs. T. Poullfes. 
Iniorming Mrs. T. Foulkes that the Govemment are not disposed to incur the cost of examin-

ing the manuscripts and books of the late Eeverend T. Foulkes and advising her to make a present 
of them to the Eoyal Asiatic Society, London, or to the Asiatic Society of Bengal, Calcutta. 
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GOVEENMENT OP MADRAS. 

E D U C A T I O N A L D E P A E T M E N T . 

EKAD—tlie following paper :— 

Desfyatch—fTom His Majesty's Secretary of State for India. 
To—His Exccllency the Honourable the Acting GrOTemor in Council. Port St. 

Greorgc. 
London, the 2nd March I!)0(). 

iVo.—2 Public iEecords). 
I enclose herewith a copy of a lettei' (dated 6th February 1906) from Mr. K. Sewell 

regarding the inspection of certain manuscripts and books, the property of the late 
^verend Thomas Poulkea, referred to in tlie letter from Your Excellency's Government 
in the Educational Department, No. 10, dated 30th December 1905. I t will be seen 
that Mr. Sewell cannot commence the work, which he estimates wiU occupy him for a 
year, before about July next, and that lie apparently expects some remuneration for 
his services. 

ENCLOSURE. 

Letter—horn E G B E R T SEWELL, Esq., Indian Civil Service (Retired). 
To—the Under Secretary of State for India. 

the.6th Pebruar j 1906. 
I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of a communication from the Eight Honourable 

a e S ^ r e t ^ of State (E. & L. 121, dated Slst January 1900), forwarding copy of a letter 
from His Excellency the Governor of Madras (Educational No. 10, dated 30th December 1905) 
m which it 18 Buggested that I should examine and report on the marmsoripts left by the late 
Reverend T. Poulkes. 

2. I should bo very pleased to undertake the duty, but would first prefer to explain my 
position. r J 

3. On my return to England in April I shall probably no longer be a resident in London 
but m the country; and if I am entrusted with this duty would like to have the manuscripts at 
my own house. I shall not'be fairly settled in my new residence till about July or later and 
meanwhile shall be unable to devote much attention to serious work. Could the manuscrints be 
sent to my new address? ^ 

4. Looking at the formidable list of over 100 volumes and papers it occurs to me that I should 
have about a year s work on them before I could submit a eomprehonsive and satisfactory report 
on toem and meanwhUe should have to suspend some other important historical investigation 
(with reference to South India) on which I am engaged. 

5. May I therefore respectfully enquire whether the Government of Madras could see their 
way to oifer me some remuneration for my services ? 

6. There will be a great deal to do. Independent of the general interest which attaches to 
the notes and writings of a student like Mr. Poulkes, the Government will desire to know whether 
the volumes contain such valuable information that they ought to acquire them (I presume by 
purchase) for publication or prcservation in a public library, and for this purpose it is necessary 
to ^certain whether their contents are up to date, and based on the researches of the Government 
iipigraphists published during the last twenty years or so, or are, perhaps, independently impor-
tant; or whether they are passing notes made prior to those publications and based on information 
now superseded. 

7. It is e^y to report on a few of the volumes, e.g., the " Indian Antiquary " and " Eni-
graphia Indica . If these are complete sets they might be purchased for a library, or certain 
volumes might be purchased out of the collection to complete a deficient set. But there appear to 
be manuscripts that would require examination by an expert, e.g., " Tajnavalkya " , " B ^ d h a -
ghosa ^ If these axe original Sanskrit manuscripts they must be examined by a Sanskrit scholar 
to ascertam whether they we complete, and accurate; and it must be ascertained whether the 
library for which they are intended already possesses copies. And so on. 
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w r i t i L s ^ ' i ^ r Ì v Z examination at all I could reply at once that collections of note, and personal 
W a ^ Tl ^̂ ^̂  ^«'^li^«« undoubtedly was, would alway. 
be of value to a pubhc hbrary aa guides toother students; but I imagine that the Government 

nformTon To tb T ^ new o r T m ^ S information. l o that question a reply cannot be given till they have been oar¿fu^y gone into. 

TO—Mrs. T. Foulkes, Yercaud. 
Dated—the 7th May 1906. 
No.—316, Educational. 

to tiie correspondence ending with your letter of the 6th December 
T ^ V ^ ^ ? . f ' ^ " ' and books left by the late Eeverend 
1 . Foulkes I am directed to state that it has been ascertained that it wouid take a 
very long time to make that thorough examination of these manuscripts which would 
be neoessaiy in order to ascertain the value and natui-e of the contení, and that the 
cost of such an examination wouid be more than the Government are disposed to incur 
l am therefore to suggest for your consideration whetlier the best mode of disnosine 
of the manuscripts would not be to present them to the Eoyal Asiatic Socie^ty iS 
London, or to the Asiatic Society of Bengal in Calcutta. The manuscripts might be 
known as tlie " Foulkes'manuscripts The Societies referred to exist for L o n g 
other purposes that of taking chaige of and examining such coHections and there 
^ e always fellows or members of tiiem who have the capacity and leisure for work of 
the kind which they would be glad to undertake, and such portions of the manuscripts 
as ai'e of value would doubtless be edited and published at the expense of the Society 
to whom they were enti usted. ^ 

2 . The numbers of the " Indian Antiquary " and the « Epigraphia Indica " and 
' the collection, if not required for your pei%onal use, might 

Letter—to the Right Honourable the Secretary of State for India. 
Dated—Ootacamund, the 29th May 1906. 
No.—2, Educational. 

We have the lionoui- to acknowledge receipt of vour Despatch No. 2, Public 
(Records), dated 2nd Mai-ch 1906, on the subject of the inspection of certain manu-
scripts and books, the property of the late Reverend Thomas Poulkes. As it appears 
that the examination of tliese manuscripts would take a very considemble time and 
that the cost of such an examination would be more than we consider it advisable to 
incur, we are informing Mrs. Foulkes that they are not required by Government At 
the ^nie time we are suggesting to her that perhaps the best disposal of the coUection 
would be to hand it over to the Royal Asiatic Society in London or to the Asiatic 
Society of Bengal m Calcutta. No further action in the matter need therefore be taken 
at present. 

3> 



- / -

EDUCATIONAL DEPAETMBNT. 

KOTES CONNilCTED WITH LETTEE, No. 315, EDUCATIONAL, DATEI 
7TH MAY 1906. 

r 
[SUBJECT.—7/JE examination of certain manuscripts of ihe late Reverend T. Foulkes.'] 

From the Secretary of Stale^ dated 2nd March 1906, No. 2. 

In tliis Government's despatch No. 10, dated SOtli December 1905, tlie Secretai'y 
oi State was requested to have certain manuscripts, now in England, belonging to the 
late Eev. Thomas Foulkes, examined by Mr. E. Sewell, I.C.S. (retired), or by sucli 
other authority as might be selected by the Secretary of State, for the purpose of seeing 
whether any of them would be of any use to Grovernment. ^ 

2. In reply, the Secretary of State forwards a copy of a letter from Mr. Sewell 
from which it appears— 

(IJ that Mr. Sewell cannot commence the work before July next; 
(2) that the manuscripts should be sent over to his residence—out of London— 

bnt where exactly is not stated ; 
(3) that the work would occupy him about a year ; and 
(4) that he should be given some remuneration. 

3. Mr. Sewell has not seen the collection yet and his estimate of a year is probably 
too high. Mrs. Poulkes has not specifically stated what her desire is—whether to sell 
the selected manuscripts or present them to Government. In either case the ultimate 
cost to Government cannot but be very high, if Mr. Sewell has to examine them; and 
it has yet to be ascertained whether the manuscripts will be worth much. "Will it not 
be desirable at this stage to ascertain what Mrs. Foulkes' intention is? An elaborate 
examination of the manuscripts is probably not required and if Mrs. Foulkes consents 
to present them to Government, the manuscripts may be examined in India by tho 
Kpigraphist or the Curator of the Oriental Manuscripts Library. Mrs. Poulkes said that 
«he would send for them if so desired by Government. If they are to be presented or 
if they are to be sold and are rejected on examination, Government may pay the cost 
of their transmission to India. 

N.H.S.—5-4-06. 
•P. T . THAKYAN—£-4-06. 

It would save a deal of correspondence hereafter if we knew whether Mrs. Foulkes 
wants to sell or to present. From the tone of her letters I rather fancy she wishes to 
present, but shall she be asked ? If she is to present the books, they can be got out 
itt once—she actually said she would do so—, and we need not look a gift horse in the 
mouth. 

C. A. SouTER-5-4-06. 
Shall we ask Mrs. Foulkes whether she wiU be prepared to present to Government 

for preservation in one of the public invitations such of the manuscripts as are found 
upon examination to be worthy of being permanently preserved. Her answer will 
bring the question of cost to some sort of definiteness. 

H . BRADLEY—6-4-06. 
/ 

Mr. Foulkes was a dilettante and not a scholar. There may be valuable not<\H 
liere and tiiere among his papers. But it is so uncertain where and in what tiie value 
is to be found, that I see no sufficient reason why Government should go to the 
expense of the examination. There are societies however which exist for the very 
piirpose of taking charge and examining such collections, I think, that we should 
advise Mrs. Foulkes to present the manuscripts to the Eoyal Asiatic Society in London 
or to the same (?) society in Calcutta. They would be known as the " Foulkes' 

- MS 
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coUection (or manuscripts)" and scholars with leisure would deal with portions of 
them from time to tmie. There are always members of these societies who are wiJlinir 
to do such work. ® 

The numbers of the "Indian Antiquary" and Bpigrapliia Indica » and other 
serials we may advise her to sell. 

I would explain to her as'above, and say that an examination would take a lonff' 
tune and be at a greater cost tlian the Government are disposed to incur, etc., etc. 

G, S. F[ORBES]—25-4-06. 
" Please draft accordingly. 

H. D. TAYLOK—30-d-06. 
The draft placed below is submitted for approval. 
2. Should not the Secretary of State be now addressed and asked not to take any 

further steps in the matter ? • • • . J 

P. T, THAEYAS—30-4-06. 
C. A. SouTEB—1-5-06. 

Yes. Please put up draft to Secretary of State. 

H. D. TAYLOR—2-5-06. 
A draft letter to the Secretary of State has been added and is submitted for 

approval. 

P. T. THABYAN—2-5-06. 
C. A . SouTEE—2-5-06. 

H. D. TAYLOK—3-5-06. 
I have revised the drafts slightly. 

G. S. P[0EBEs]—4-5-06, 
Tery well. From the list it dpes not look as if the papers were worth much. 

G. S[TOKIS]—5-5-Q6. 
Issue the letter to Mrs. Foulkes and fair tvpe despatch for His Exeellencv's 

signature. " ' 
H. D. TAYLOE—7-5-06. 

The letter to Mrs. T. Foulkes has issued. A typed copy of the draft letter to 
the Secretary of State is submitted. 

P . E . _ 8 _ 5 - 0 6 . 
P. T. THAEYAN—8-5-06, 

C. A. SouTEK—8-5-06. 
The draft letter is submitted to His Excellency for approval and initial, 

A . BUTTER WORTH—10-5 -06 . 
Approved. 

A. L[AWLBY]—12-5-06. 
Issue. 

A, BUTTBBWORTH—15-5-06, 

[Letter, No, 3.15, Educational, dated 7th May 19Q6J 
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PAPERS P U T UP W I T H C U R R E N T No. a 

Number. 

Papers of the department to wh ich the current belongs. 

Remarks. 

Date. 
Origmal ( = 0 ) 
or spare copy 

( = S . C.). 

.(In ttis coltimn such of the 
papers as have been removed 

for eopTing, printing, 
&e., shoul'd be marked with 

a cross.) 

Initials of Eeferencer with date 
in ti>kp.n of return to Eeferenee 

department. 

Papers of other departments. 

J/V J-W - t / ' / i -

i 
nJb • A -

OFFICE, LONDON, -
March 1906. 

PUBLIC (RECORDS) 
No, 2, 

TO mS EXCEUJSNOY 

IN COmplL, FORT St^ 

Sir, 

Dated 6th 
FebTLiam 1906, 

^flNG '^fTpVERWR 

Vî  (f 

Department. Number. 

i j 

Date. ! 
i i 

Original ( = 0) 
or spare copy 

( = S . C.). 
Despatcher to note the return of the papers to 

the departments concerned. 

! i 1 

A 

V 

I enclose herewith a copy of a letter from R, 

Sewell regarding the inspection of certain MSB, md hooks, 

the property of the late Reverend Thomas Foulkes, referred 

in the letter from Your Excellency's Government in the 
f 

'Educational Department^ No,10^dated SOth Decembm^' 1905, 

It vjill he seen that Kfr. Sevjell carmot comience the work, 

which he estimates will occupy him for a year, before q,hout 

July next, and that he apparently expects some remuneration 

for his services, 

I have the honour to he. 

Sir, 

Your most obedient humble Servant, 

u Vr' 
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ENCLOSURE to Ji_A J 

No. 

Addrass - Cars of Messrs H,S.King d Co., 

9 Pall Mall, S.W, 

Hotdl Belvedere, Bordighera, 

N. Italy. 
Fehnmrij dtfi. 1906. 

From Robert Sewell, D^i-.r^-A 
Indian Civil Service, Retired. 

To 
The Under Secretary of State for India. 

Sir, 

I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of a 

cormunication fn.m the Right Hon: The Secretary of State 

• L.121,dated Jan,3l >1906), forwarding copy of a 

letter from H,E.Ty.e Govemor of Madras (Educational,No .10^ 

SPth Dec.1905) m which it is suggested that I should 

4. ^ ^ l,= f t by the late Revd.T. P^xamine and report on the M bjb.iej.J^ oy 

Foulkes. I: 

I shoifu be very pleased to undertake the duty, 

but would first prefer to explain my position, 

\n my return to England in April I shall probably 

no longer be a resident in London, but in the country; 

and Hf I am entrusted witlh this duty would like to have 

the M.S.S. at my om house. I shall not be fairly 
settled 

f 
\ 

f 



ii settl&d in my new -rfisidsnca till about July or later,and 

meanwhile shall he unable to devote much attention to 

serious work. Could the M-.S^S-he sent to my new address? 

4. Looking at the formidable List of over 100 

volumes and 'papers it occurs to me that I should have 

about a year's work on them before I could submit a 

comprehensive and satisfactory Report on them, and 

meanwhile should have to suspend some other important 

historical investigation (with raferonce to South-India) 

on which I am engaged, 

5. May I therefore respectfully enquire lohether 

the Crovertvmnt of Madras could see their vxiy to offerme 

some remuneration for my services? 

6. 'Ih.ere will be a great deal to do. Independent of 

the general interest which attaches ¿o the notes and 

writings of a student like Mr.Foulkes, the Government 

wi ill desire to know vjhether the volumes contain such 

valuable information that they ought to acquire them (I 

presume by purchase) for publication or preservation 

in a public Library; and for this purpose it is necessary 

tc ascertain whether their contents are up to date, and 

I 

I 

based on the researches of the Government epigraphists 

published during the last twenty years or so, or are, 

perhaps, independently important; or whether they are 
passing 

D 

Ls, . 

u 

passing notes made prior to those publications and based 

on information now superseded, 

7, It is easy to report on a few of the volumes, 

e.g. The "Indian Antiquary" and "Epigraphia Indioa". If 

these are complete sets they might he purchased for a 

Library, or certain volumes jnight be purchased out of 

the collection to . complete a deficient set. But there 

arpear to he ÂLS.S,that would require examination by an 
1 

expert - e,g, "Yajnavalkya ", "Buddhaghosa", I f these 

are original Sanskrit P: S S, they must be examined by a J 

Sanskrit scholar to ascertain whether they are coviplete, i 

and accurate; and it must he ascertained lohether the 

Lihy^ary for which they are ii^tended already possesses ) 

copies. And so on, 

6, Without any examination at all I could reply 

at once that collections of notes and personal writings ^ 

m.ade by S2ich an earnest student as the late kr,Foulkes 

undoubtedly wasywould alioays be of value to a public 

Lib'>^ry as guides to other students; but.I imagine that 

the Government is anxious ra-ther to learn w^^ethe^ any of 

them, and if so which, contains any new or important 
» 

inforrnxition. 

I ''il* ••T̂ Ai'if.. f-* wmm : -
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inf.orm.ation. To that question a reply cannot be given 

till they have been carefully gone into. 

I have d:c.j , 

(Sd), R.Sewell. 
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C.No.505, from the Secretary of State, No.2, dated 2nd March 190S. 

LETTER: — = 
P.S. 

To 

3/6- ̂  J s tr^' 

(jfC , I 

Mrs. T. Foulkes, 
Y e r c a u d. 

Madam, 

With reference to the correspondence 
ending with your letter of the 6th DecemheA-
last on the subject of certa4e=®8cnusci'lpts 
and books left by the late Kev. T.Foulkes, 
I sun directed to state that it has been 
ascertained that oiMiiminatioii of the maau-

- . , scriptsyv;ould take a very long time^and 
•fbogaoi' 

4 

! ,1 

that the cost •lifhogaoi' would be more than 
the aovemment are disposed to incur. I 
am therefore to suggest for yoiir con-
sideration whether^;Lhe manuscripts majtr^ 

¿¡T Mi-Act* 
not be^ present^ to the Royal Asiatic 
Society in London^or to the Asiatic 
Society ̂  Bengal^Calcutta. The manu-
scripts w©ii3.-d—be known as the "Foulkes' 
Manuscripts", aKcl ccholacpa"¥flth' .lolpuyc 

^ would:-.deal jljJx„pjcirtiims--d-f -trhem- from 
The Societies referred to /Xfli it^st'' 

exist for tfeo "l̂ fy puppose^f taking 
charge of and examining such collections 

UiLnc^ ̂  and there are always members of them who 
A have the capacity and leisure for work 

V vJ p'/ [ ¿i ^ 

r 

of the kin^ which they would to 
undertMcey ff-. 

2. 
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i I 

2. 

S. S — ' that it, mT^t 
-te -sel-i- the numbers of the 

"Indian Antiquary" and^"Epigraphia Indica" 
and^other serials among the collection^ 
if not required for your personal use^ 
P.T.T. ' 
30-4-06 C.A.S. 

1-5-06.. 

L E T T E R ; 
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1 / V ^ 
•^yV - LETTER; — 

To 

The Right Hon ' t l e the Secretaxy o f State? 

f o r Ind ia , 

S i r , 

f 

We have the honour t o acknowledge 

r e c e i p t of your Despatch No.2 P u t l i c 

(Records) dated Snd March 1906 on the 

s u b j e c t o f the i n s p e c t i o n of c e r t a i n 

manuscripts and books, the property o f 

the l a t e Reverend Thomas Foulkes.. As i t 

appears that the examination o f these 

manuscripts v/ould take a v ^ ^ ^ S © ^ * time 

and that the c o s t thereo f v i ^ l d be more 

than we cons ider i t advisable t o incur . 

we are infoxnning Mrs. Foulkes that /w 
<>i I tiiii m/i It'll " 

Bot want thomr. We--beg^--to.j^ei^aest theror-

f k i n d l y talse f u r t h e r 

a c t i o n in the matter ĉ  ^^ /«xce^^ufc^ 

We have &c. 
\ 

((/H-OyiZZ Jdi^ l^t. 

L 
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'TER:-- <L ¿¿I MTTER: 

To 

The Right Fon'Tnle the Secretary of s tate 

f o r India, 

I'; 

S i r , 

?/e have the honour to acknowledge 

rece ipt of your Despatch Fo.2 Public 

(Records) dated 2nd March 1906 on the sut- „; 

j e c t of the inspection of cer ta in manuf-

scr ip ts and '̂bo'oks.̂ ,̂ the property of- ibe. lata;,í 

Reverend Thomas Poulkes. As i t appears 

that the examination of these manuscrapts 

would take a very considerable time and 

that the cost of. such an examination v/puld 

"be more than we .consider i t advisable to 

incur we are ifi'f^orming Mrs. Poulkes that v 

^ e y are not required by Government. At 

the same time we are suggesting to her that 

perhaps the best disposal of the c o l l e c t i on 

would be to hand i t over to the Royal 

As ia t ic Society in London or to the As ia t i c 

Society of Bengal in- Calcutta. lío further 

action in the matter need therefore be 

taken at present. 

We have &c. 

4 

( 

F.D.T. 
3_5_0r.. Cr.S.P. 

a . s . 
5-5-06 
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