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Pre-historic Antiquities. 
A-llowing Mr. Bruce-Foote to remove to Yercaud under certain conditions specimens from 

the collection of pre-historics in the Museum for the purpose of having drawings of them prepared 
to illustrate the catalogue raisonné now under preparation and instructing the Superintendent, 
Government Museum, to send to Mr. Bruce-Foote the specimens which he may require from time 
to time. 
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No. 120, EDUCATIONAL, 26TH FEBRUARY 1906. 

GOVEEJSIMENT OF MADEA8. 

E D U C A T I O N A L D E P A E T M E N T . 

EEAD—the following paper :— 
Memorandum bv R. Bruce-Foote, Esq., F.G.S., F.A.I., etc., dated 21st January 1906. 

Wants in connection with the pullication of the look on " Prehistoric Archmology in India 
The illustration of my book requires the preparation of a large number of 

drawings of implements, ornaments, pottery and other artifacts of the Pateohthic, 
Neolithic and Iron Ages, mostly to be selected from my collection sold to Govern-
ment in 1904. A smaller number derived from other sources, to illustrate types not 
included in my series, will also have to be given. 

2. I propose to get these drawings made by a friend, Mr. E. F. Carey of Tercaud, 
who is a very competent draughtsman with artistic taste and who, having helped me 
for a long time in the classification and numbering of my specimens, has acquired an 
insight into archteological principles and will therefore be able to execute the drawings 
with very much less instruction from me than would be absolutely necessary if an 
artist unacquainted with such objects were employed and had to be taught what 
features to make prominent in his drawings and what to treat as subordinate. 

Mr. Carey is pure English, a gentleman by birth and a person I can implicitly 
trust to keep safely the most valuable specimens confided to his care. The number of 
drawings required is so large that they will occupy him for many weeks and for this 
reason I wish to be allowed to take a number of specimens up to the hills where 
he could draw them far better and more rapidly than in the Museum building where 
there is no possible accommodation for an artist. The objections which were made 
against my taking specimens for illustration to England cannot apply equally to then-
removal to an inland station in India, for there is no sea risk to be incurred and in the 
transit to Yercaud the parcel of specimens need never be out of my sight and the same 
precaution can be adopted when returning them to' the Museum. While on the hills 
they would be in perfect safety under my roof where Mr. Carey would do the drawing. 
Mr. Carey's health is very poor and he could not possibly stand the hot weather in 
Madras, even if living down here were not a serious difficulty because of its heavy 
expense which would have to fall upon me, who can very ill afford it, in view of the 
heavy outlay I shall have to incur in the publication of my book. 

3. If I am allowed to take the specimens requiring to be drawn up to Yercaud 
that expense need not be incurred. I propose taking the specimens to Yercaud by 
instalments, the second not going up till the first had come back to the Museum. 

d. I am very anxious not to incur the expense above referred to as I greatly wish 
to visit Calcutta in order to study the maps of India, published by the Survey of 
India, and see which will be the most suitable for me to adopt as basis on which to 
lay down the many sites of the Palaeolithic, Neolithic and early Iron Ages I have to 
notice in my work. I hope to get the permission of the Government of India to 
have such amended map printed by the Survey department and to publish it with my 
book. There is one of their maps which will, I think, suit my purpose very well, but 
I cannot remember its title or scale, so cannot order i t ; moreover there might be some 
map of vet later publication, that I am still unacquinted with, which might be even 
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more suitable. I also wish much to renew my acquaintance with the Prehistorics in 
the Calcutta Museum, for among them may be types not in my own collection that 
I might wish to figure. The Calcutta libraries will also engage my attention when up 
there as I might very probably find in them many archaeological books not existing 
in the Madras libraries, works which owing to my long illness I was unable to consult 
before I left England and which it is very important for me to become acquainted 
with. 

( 5. If my finances will permit of it I greatly wish to extend my trip to Lahore to 
see what may exist in the museum there, which I have been told is very rich in 
objects of great antiquity ; but my informant could not tell me whether they were 
bona fide prehistorics or only of very archaic Buddhist origin. 

In Calcutta I expect to be able to ascertain whether there are any local museums 
anywhere about that should be visited as a precautionary measure. 

6. In Southern India I only know of two museums for certain, the Central in 
Madras and the small Bangalore Museum which possesses a very small but choice 
collection of prehistorics. Whether one exists at Trivandrum I don't know, but it 
may have sprung up within the last twenty years. 

7. Of private collections in South India I know of two only, both of which I hope 
to examine very shortly. The sum of Es 600 was advanced to me in 1893 towards 
the expenses of the catalogue raisonné of my collection, which catalogue was ee3n by 
Mr. Eea in 190 Í before the arbitration took place to fix the price to be paid for the 
collection and an abridged copy was furnished to him when taking over the specimens. 

8. The labour of laying out, classifying and numbering the thousands of̂  specimens 
was very great and all the more so as it had to be done in small rooms. This had to 
be followed by the second and permanent numbering (in oil paint) of all the specimens, 
a very long and tedious operation and especially so with regard to the minute speci-
mens. For these purposes I had to employ and pay various assistants for many 
months. This bought up the cost of preparing my catalogue and collection to well 
over Es. 3,000. 

9. When in Madras in 1899 and 1000 I prepared, at Mr. Thurston's suggestion, a 
catalogue raisonné of the museum collection of prehistorics. I undertook this with 
the object of studying the specimens it contained, being under the impression that 
the specimens then exhibited formed the entire collection, and that a fortnight's work 
would easily finish it ; but so many fresh and before unseen specimens were forth-
coming that the work occupied me fully seven months including the time taken m 
preparing the specimens for exhibition, the great majority being encrusted with 
tenacious red mud which had to be very carefully washed off—an operation which I 
performed myself because of the extreme brittleness of the pots and sherds many 
hundred in number. A further long time was taken up in making a fair copy of 
my rough manuscript and getting it printed and then'correcting the proof sheets and 
also the proof of the photographic plates, the preparation of which had obliged me to 
make a second visit to Madras. 

10. Of the seven months' work devoted by me to the Museum prehistoric 
catalogue, four were spent in Madras at an expense to me of more than Es. 2,000 
above my ordinary rate of living, while my own catalogue work was entirely m 
abeyance during the whole seven months. 

11. The Museum prehistoric catalogue was so favourably received by the leading 
Eno-lish Archaîologists and Ethnologists and brought me so much courtesy from them 

^vhen at home in 1902 that I could not but expect some friendly recognition by the 
Madras Government of the labour it had cost me—but none came ! Nobody can 
regret more than I do the slow progress I have made with catalogue raisonné and my 
book. The difficulties connected with the preparation of the collection and the great 
labour of arranging and numbering it I have already pointed out. 

12. Another very great cause of delay was the great poverty in archœological 
work of reference of the Madras Libraries—a poverty I found out by painful experience. 
Manv of the standard English and American works were not available for comparison. 
The immense size of the antiquarian literature to be dealt with, even if only books and 
papers in the English language be considered, seems to be very little known and 
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realized, but when aiming at an approach to completeness in the treatment of the 
prehistory of India it becomes impossible to neglect altogether the archteologieal 
literature of the continent, the aggregate of which in French, German, Swedish, 
Danish, Dutch, Italian, Spanish, Portuguese, Hungarian, Cozech, Russian and modern 
Greek, far exceeds the English ; while Japanese has also lately entered the arena and 
well deserves attention. In each of these languages are journals and transactions 
of important archseological societies well worthy of close study but practically unknown 
and unrepresented in the Madras Libraries. 

13. "With the exception of a very few volumes these bodies of antiquarian lore are 
completely wanting, disregarded and probably largely unknown. The series of 
journals of many of the societies are very costly and very hard to procure, but are 
absolutely essential to every real student and where they are imperfect the student is 
fearfully handicapped. 

14. A great difficulty which is now affecting me is the absence of any room in the 
Museum in which my collection could be exhibited and no table cases or upright 
cases in which to display the specimens. In the absence of such accommodation there 
is a great probability of the illustrations to my book being ready long before the 
specimens can be exhibited, for till the specimens can be unpacked the drawing of 
them cannot be commenced. 

Order—No. 120, Educational, dated 26th February 1906. 
In order to enable Mr. Bruce-Foote to complete the catalogue raisonné of the 

collection of prehistorics purchased from him by the Government for the Madras 
Central Museum, Mr. Bruce-Foote will be informed that the Government will have no 
objection, subject to the conditions specified below, to his removing to Yercaud 
specimens from the collection for the purpose of having drawings of them prepared to 
illustrate the catalogue if he considers that illustrations will render the catalogue 
more useful, as well as to illustrate his proposed book on " Prehistoric Archeeology in 
India " , if he decides to bring out that work when the catalogue is finished. 

The conditions on which specimens may be removed are these :— 
(1) that not more than twelve specimens are removed from or are out of the 

Museum at a time, 
(2) that the illustrations of them are made by Mr. Carey at Mr. Bruce-Foote's 

house at Yercaud. 
2. Subject to the above conditions, the Superintendent, Government Museum, 

will be instructed to send to Mr. Bruce-Foote as desired the specimens which he may 
require from time to time. It will be convenient if Mr. Bruce-Foote indicates, so far 
as he can, the specimens he requires to be sent to him before he leaves Madras. 

3. The Government will be glad to have as soon as possible the catalogue 
raisonné of the collection. 

4. No other orders on the points raised or alluded to in the memorandum read 
above appear to be necessary at present. 

(True Extract.) 

H . D . TAYLOR, 
Ag. Secretary to Government. 

To R. Brnoe-Foote, Esq., E . G . S . , R . A . I . , etc. 
„ the Superintendent, Goyernmeat Museum. 

EDUCATIONAL DEPAETMENT. 

NOTES CONNECTED W I T H G.O., No. 120, EDUCATIONAL, 
DATED 26TH FEBEUARY 1906. 

[SUBJECT.—Mr. Bruce Footers wants in connection with Us Book on Prehistoric 
Archmlogy in India."] 

Demi-official from B. Bruce Foote^ Esq., to the Hon'hte Mr. G. S. Forbes, O.S.I., 
dated Madras, ^Ist January 1906. 

In accordance with your wish, I enclose herewith a memorandum of my wants 
in connection with my Prehistoric Book. The memorandum has hung on the stocks 
very much longer than I anticipated for my old enemy " brain weariness " has since 
the new year beset me again savagely. I can only attribute it to the wickedness o^ 
my hereditary enemy " gout " . 

The great delay in getting out my book will, I think, be more than compensated 
for by my being able to make it far more interesting than it could have been before. 

Later discoveries in India, notably Eea's finds in Tinnevelly and Hughes Buller's 
work in Baluchistan deserve much appreciative discussion and throw light in various 
directions where it was much needed, while my later work at home and my visits to 
many museums when coming out across the Continent and a good look in at the Cairo 
Museum and the recent acquisition of several important English, French and German 
prehistoric works have furnished me with much fresh and up-to-date knowledge on 
the subjects I have to treat of. 

I am most anxious to get the drawings of my selected specimens Ayell started as 1 
can then devote myself entirely to my manuscripts and to superintending the progress 
of the di-awings. 

Forgive my trespassing so much on your time. 

Mr. Foote wrote asking for an interview to lay certain proposals before me. I desired 
him to send me first a memorandum of his plans. The enclosed has been received. 

Please refer un-oflicially to Mr. Thurston for remarks. 

G. S. F[OBBBSJ—22-1-06. 
The accompanying memorandum by. Mr. Bruce Foote of his wants in connection 

with the publication of his book on "Prehistoric Archaeology in India " is forwarded 
to Mr. Thurston for early remarks. 

H. D. TAYLOE—23-1-06; 

I take Mr. Foote's last paragraph first. Very soon after his arrival in Madras 
'iast month, I pointed out to him t hat it had been impossible to consider the arrange-
ment of his collection until the arrangement of Mr. Eea's Tinnevelly collection in the; 
new annexe had been completed. The latter entirely fills this annexe, and I am about' 
to confer with the Consulting Architect concerning a new room, wherein to exhibit 
the Foote collection. This collection is at present in packing cases, and I promised 
Mr. Foote that, if he was willing,|I would have the specimens provisionally displayed, 
a few at a time, in table cases, so that he could easily examine them, and set apart. 
those which he wishes to be figured. He was with me this morning, and has 
undertaken to go through the collection in the manner indicated. 



2. Mr. Foote mentions about six hundred as the number of specimens, of which • 
he wishes drawings to be made, and these will naturally comprise the best and most 
valuable specimens in the collection. There is no disguising the fact that he is in a 
feeble slate of health, and I have, in a kindly manner, attempted to persuade him to 
work at a modified laook on a less ambitious scale than he contemplates and with 
fewer illustrations. I have suggested to him that a draftsman could be secured at 
the School of Arts, who, for a salarylof Es. 25 or Es- 30 per mensem, would doubtless 
be willing to undertake the drawings, and do them very well under my supervision. 
But, for reasons given in his note, Mr. Poote is in favour of Mr. Carey. If the draw-
ings are to be made by this gentleman, the specimens must go to Yercaud, and the 
collection remain incomplete here for an indefinite time. If six hundred specimens 
are to be figured, the work would, if one drawing was finished daily, take nearly two 
years, and it would probably take longer, as Mr. Carey's health lis admittedly very 
poor, and he probably would not stick hard at the work. That means long delay in 
gettiiig the collection finally arranged here as a whole. 

3. If Government decides that Mr. Foote is to be permitted to take the selected 
specimens to Yercaud, it should, I think, be clearly laid down that he should take 
them there under his personal supervision ; that he should take aU possible precautions 
for their safe-keeping when in his charge ; and that Mr. Carey's work should be done 
at Mr. Foote's house, from which the specimens should on no account be removed. 
Speaking personally, as custodian of the collection, I should prefer that the drawings 
be made at the Museum. 

E. THUBSTON—30-1-06. 

Submitted. 

2. In his demi-official, dated 5th August 1904, on page 8 of the notes in G.O., 
Nos. 524-525, Educational, dated 23rd August 1904, Mr. Bruce Foote proposed 
to take home some of the specimens in his collection of prehistorics, so that he might 
get drawings of them taken for his work on Indian Prehistoric Archaeology. In 
paragraph 2 of our letter. No. 524, Educational, dated 2Brd August 1904, this was not 
permitted ; but he was allowed to take drawings or photographs, and in his letter, dated 
26th August 1904, on page 3 of G.O., No. 535, Educational, dated 31st August 1904, 
he expressed his willingness to do this. His absence in England apparently prevented 
him from doing anything further in the matter. 

P. T. THAEYAN—2-2-06. 

Now that the specimens are safely housed in Madras, I think it would be as well 
not to chance breakages. We might prevail on Mr. Bruce Foote to have his draw-
ings done in the Museum. 

C. A. SouTEB—3-2-06. 

G. S. F[OEBKS]. 

No. 
G. S. F[OEBES]. 

I agree that the specimens should 
not be removed from the Museum—or, if 
they are removed, that not more than 
twelve specimens should be removed at 
any one time, and that they should not 

be kept for more than a fortnight—but even if this concession is granted, I foresee 
much trouble and correspondence for the Superintendent, Government Museum. In 
no case should pottery specimens be removed owing to danger of breakage. 

2. I think that Mr. Bruce Foote is trying to establish a further claim to pecuniary-
assistance and wants to get the subvention of £ 300 in aid of his book in advance. 
Submitted that.no further claims should be admitted. 

H. D. TAYLOE—2-2-06. 

I have written asking Mr. Foote to have a talk (if convenient) on Wednesday 
between I2 and 2. 

G. S. F[OKBES]—4-2-06. 

1 : i 
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Memorandum of interview with Mr. Bruce-Foote on Uh February 1906. 

(A) 

(B) 

Paragraph 3 of letter No. 524, Educational, 
dated 23rd August 1904. 

Under clause (5) of the agreement with the Secretary of State, Mr. Foote has to 
complete a Catalogue Eaisonné of the 

Page 5 of G.O., Nos. 344, 345, Educational, prehistorics in the Museum at the expense 
dated 6th June 1904. ^̂  Secretary of State if his collection 

is not purchased ; otherwise at his own expense. He has, it is understood, 
completed this part of the undertaking in 1899 ? 

He complains, however, that as it took months to complete it was more than he 
bargained for and than can be reasonably deemed -to be within the agreement 
with the Secretary of State. Has this question been ever raised ? 

There are apparently four points which he desires to have orders on — 
(i) Permission to take the specimens to Yercaud. 

^^ I Does Mr. Thurston have strong objections to his taking, say, twelve at a 
1 time ? 

He says there will be no danger from transit as they can be safely packed. 
(ii) He wants assistance to the completion of his manuscripts, which is now 

taking the form of a book or as " notes on Prehistoric, etc., Finds in India " or 
" Treatise on the Prehistoric Archieology of India ". 

He rather claims that he was dispensed from furnishing the Catalogue Eaisonné 
under the agreement, its place being 
taken by this book with a separate grant 
sanctioned by the Secretary of State. I 

pointed out that apparently Government wished to have his Catalogue Eaisonné before 
providing any funds for the book. He argued long on the inutility of a Catalogue 
Eaisonné. I pointed out that visitors were entitled to a descriptive list of the exhibits 
such, e.(/., as the British Museum Catalogue of Coins, etc. (a copy of which I showed 
him). 

(iii) On being pressed he said that if Government wanted the Catalogue 
Eaisonné it was almost ready and could be sent in a very few weeks. I urged him to 
do so and we could see. 

(iv) In the correspondence in 1903 about a subvention for his book (G.O., 
No. 95, dated 3rd March 1903) it was apparently agreed that £300 should be given 
.«v him. What communication, if any, was made on this point to Mr. Bruce 

Foote ? Apparently as I take it Government took the view th -̂t no subvention 
would be given for the book till the Catalogue Eaisonné was handed in. 

He was pressing on the point of his gratuitous benevolence in including in the 
collection sold many valuable specimens procured after the agreement with 
the Secretary of State was concluded ; also on his months' work on the 

, Catalogue of the Museum prehistorics : and that Government ought to treat 
him generously. 

I told him inter alia that he could not expect Government to purchase all the 
works he referred to in his memorandum or establish a library on so special a subject 
at the cost of Provincial revenues. 

G. S. F[OEBK8]—7-2-06. 
(A) Mr. Bruce Foote seems to have completed the Catalogue of the Musenm 

^èoUection in 1899. Please! see his letter in G.O., No. 141, Educational, dated 21st 
March 1900, and the printed catalogue put up, but the catalogue was published only 
in 1901. 

(B) Submitted yes. Please see Mr. Bruce Foote's letter in G.O., No. 141, 
Educational, dated 21st March 1900. Also paragraph 12 of his demi-official, dated 
17th January 1903, on page 5 of the notes in G.O., No. 95, Educational, dated 3rd 
March 1903, and demi-official to Honourable Member, dated 12th August I 904, and 
Honourable Member's replv, dat^d 15th August 1U04, on pages 7 and 8 of the notes m 
G.O., Nos. 524, 525, Educational, dated 23rd August 1904. 

(E) 
(F) 

1 
- ÎÎ. 
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( O -Mr. Thurston says in the last paragraph of his note—page 2 supra—ih&i 
he « W e r s that the drawings be made at the Maseum » . He does not thus seem to 

have strong objeetiona to Mr. Jirace 

H . D . TAYLOE. 
Foote's taking away twelve specimens at a 
time under proper precautions. Should 
Mr. Thurston be again asked ? 

(D) Submitted that Government originally said they would be prepared to 
recommend the grant to the Secretary of State-demi-official, dated 27th January 
1903, on page 7 of the notes in G.O., No. 95, dated 3rd March 1903—but on receipt 
of the Secretary of State's permission to pay the grant they decided that the permission 
should not be communicated to Mr. Foote till the Catalogue Eaisonnd was out of the 
way-notes in G.O., No. 296, Educational, dated 18th June 1903. Also paragraph 3 
of demi-official, dated 28th December 1903, on page 6 of the notes m G.O., No. 105, 
Educational, dated 12th February 1904. 

(E) Please see paragraph 2 of the Secretary's note, dated 20th August 1904, and 
paragraph 2 of the Honourable Member's orders on page 10 of the notes in G.O., 
Nos. 524, 525, dated 2Srd August 1904. 

( p ) Please see ( B ) supra. 

P. T. THAEYAN—9-2-06. 
C. A . SouTBK—9-2-06. 

Please draft reference to Mr. Thurston,'(demi-official), on point " C "• 
H . D . TAYLOR—10-2-06. 

A draft demi-official is submitted for approval. 
N.L.E.—10-2-06. 
P . T . T H A R Y A N — 1 0 - 2 - 0 6 . 

Issue : my signature. 
C. A . SoDTEE—10-2-06. 

Demi-official from C. A. Souler, Esq., LC.S., Acting Assistant Secretart, to Gom^f^ 
Educational Department, to the Superintendent, Government Museum, dated llth 
February 1906, No. 31. 

With reference to your note, No. 98, dated the 30th ultimo, on Mr. Bruee Footers 
memorandum regarding his wants in connection with the publication of his book on 
" Prehistoric Archeology in India," I am directed to enquire whether you have any 
strong obiections to his taking away to Yercaud under proper precautions twelve 
articles at a time of the specimens of prehistoric antiquities, now m the Museum, m 
order that he may there get drawings of them made. I am also to request you to 
let me know your reasons. 

Demi-official from E. Thurston, Esq., L.K.C.P., L.S.A., F.B.M.S. CM. B.S., Superin-
tendent, Government Museum, to the Assistant Secretary to Government, Educa-
tional Department, dated Madras, l&th February 1906, No. 160. 

In reply to your demi-official No. 31 of the 12th instant, Mr. Foote is clearly 
very keen on the illustrations of the prehistorics being made under his supervision at 
Yercaud by Mr. Carey. I had, a few days ago, a long talk with him about the 
catalogue raisonné and the proposed book, and have, I think, dissuaded him from 
attempting the latter, on the ground that it is too heavy a task for him to burthens 
himself with. I pointed out to him that he has already made great progress with the 
catalogue raisonné, and that, if he prefaces it with a condensed account of Indian 
prehistorics, and illustrates it, it will be of great value to specialists as we as to 
Government and future Superintendents of this Museum, as explaining the collection 
which is deposited here. 

2 The main objection to the transfer of specimens to Yercaud is, of course, risk 
of loss'e« route ; but this is perhaps slight, and I am personally prepared to meet Mr. 
Foote's modified wish that twelve specimens at a time should be sent to him, on the 

Î 

understanding that they are to be reiurned before the next series of twelve is for-
warded to him, and that the illustrations are made by Mr. Carey at his (Mr. Foote's) 
house, 

3. It will be necessary that, before he leaves Madras, Mr. Foote should himself 
select the specimens which he wishes illustrated, and set them apart from the main 
collection, so that I may know exactly what specimens have to be sent to him from 
time to time. 

Submitted. 
P. T. THAEYAN—16-2-06. 

Please see Mr. Thurston's demi-official. He told me personally that he had per-
All the same. I doubt whether Mr. Foote will 

be persuaded to give it up. 
H . D. TAYLOR. 

I hope he will. 

G-. 8 . F[ORBES]. 

made in Yercaud or in Madras. Mr. 

suaded Mr. Foote to give up the idea 
of a book, and this simplifies matters 
considerably. The| catalogue rdisonnd 
with a brief sketch as preface will be all 
that is required, and it only remains to 
decide whether the drawings are to be 

Thurston does not seem to have any strong 
objection to specimens being taken 12 at a time to Yercaud ; but ought the line not 

• to be drawn at fragile objects, Mr. 
Certainly. Pottery specimens cannot be sent. 

H . D. TAYLOE. 
This was my idea and I put it to Mr. Bruce 

Foote: bat he says that the idea of tlieir 
extreme fragility is quite a mistake, at any 
rate we can leave it to Mr. Thurston and Mr. 
Brace Foote. 

G-. S. F[ORBES]. 

I think he is very likely to 
him many difficulties. 

I pointed out to 

G. S. F[ORBES]. 

Thurston being the Judge ? In any case 
I think it certainly necessary that the 
second consignment should not go before 
the first has returned in safety. In this 
case if any accident occurs, it will be 
amongst a few specimens only, and such 
accident will bQ good ground for refusing 
to entrust other specimens. I submit 

that Mr. Thurston may be instructed, if necessary, to soe that the packing is done 
under his personal supervision, and to ascertain from Mr. Foote beforehand exactly 
what specimens are required in order to minimize confusion in the collection. 

C. A . SOTTTEE—17-3-06. 

. I do not think that Mr. Bruce Foote 
will ever be persuaded to give up the idea 
of his book, charm Mr. Thurston never 
so wisely. 

The catalogue raisonné was given up witJi the purchase of the collection, to which 
its preparation was an antecedent condition 
and for which Mr. Foote received Es. 600. 
That work was to have been finished in 
August 1903. Please see notes and 
Hon'ble Sir James Thomson's remarks 
on pages 3 to 5 of K .W. 105, dated 12th 
February 1904. Neither the book nor the 
catalogue will, I think, ever come into the 
printer's hands. 

But Mr. Bruce-Foote wants something to play with and he may be given non-
fragile specimens under the safeguards 
mentioned above ; but there should be 
some time limit for the return of each 
batch, and they should not be taken away 
from Yercaud until returned to the 
iiluseum. 

H. D. TAYLOR—17-2-06. 
V permitted to take 12 specimens at a time to 
Yercaud and that the illustrations are made from them by Mr. Carey at Mr. Bruee 1 oote'^ 
house. He should mdicate the specimens he wants before he leaves Madras The 

No, only the furnishing of it before or with 
the purchase. 

G. S. P[0EBES]. 

The catalogue is a large volume already. 

Gt. S. P[0EBES]. 

No, he ia very earnest. 
G. 8. F[OEBES]. 

Not necessary to say anything. 

G. 8. F[OEBES]. 

•. v j 



specimens will be sent as he desires, but not more than 12 must be out of the Museum 
at a time. 1 he Government vrill be glad to haA'̂ e the catalogue raisonné as soon aa 
he can. 

Pléase show me draft. 
G. S. F[OEBES]—18-2-06. 

Please draft. 
H. D. TAYLOE—20-2-06. 

The draft placed below is submitted for approval. 
P. T. THARYAN—20-2-06. 

Not aG.O. ! ! ! ! ! ! 

C. A. SoTJTBK—22-2-06. 
There is an * order on record with 

reference to former correspondence that 
^̂  . . ^ , , , . Mr. Bruce Foote should not be addressed That IB not my order, bat • rr> • t • ¡> ^ the order oi a difBermt Page 7, G.O., by demi omcial m luture. Member in ehwge. jQg ¿ĵ ĝ̂  |2tli Please type the draft Government 

Kvery Member has bis , iofi,( i • > 
own methods. Jj ebmary 19U4. order as revised. 

G. tì. F[OB.EES]. 

H. D. TAYLOB—22-2-06. 

The draft has been typed and is placed below. The Secretary has included the 
Director of Public Instruction among the addressees ; is this necessary ? 

2. It is respectfully submitted that the original draft was not in demi-official 
form but in official letter form. For precedents please see letter No. 524, Educational, 
dated 23rd August 1904, letter No. 368, Educational, dated 14th June 1904, and 
letter No. 311, Educational, dated 21st May 1904. 

P. T. THAHÌAN—22-2-06. 
C. A. SouTEE—23-2-06. 

For approval. 
H. D. TAYLOK—23-2-06. 

I think on the whole it will be best to issue a Government order, although if Mr. 
Bruce Foote had been another person and a man whose life was less precarious it 
w o u l d be enough to deal with the matter demi-officially as Mr. Bruce Foote himself 
has done. 

It is best to put the want, of the specimens primarily, qua Government, for the 
catalogue. Mr. Bruce Foote may abandon his book, and transfer some of the matter 
with the illustrations to the catalogue. So I leave this course open to him. 

It is not necessary to make it a condition that he should indicate all the specimens 
before he leaves. That would be treating him cavalierly. "What objection can there 
be to his coming down again to point out the specimens or to his specifying them in 

• G. S. F[OEBES1-23-2-06. • 

Please type fair. [Will Assistant Secretary please check.] 
Issue in manuscript first. 

H. D. TAYLOE—26-2-06. 

Typed fair and submitted to the Assistant Secretary. 
P. T. THAKYAN—26-2-06. 

Issue. 
C. A. SouTEB—26-2-06. 

[G.O., No. 120, Educational, dated 26th February 1906.] 
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7/ants 

in connection viith the publication of nv 

book on "Prehistoric Archaeology in India 
/ 

z 3 -

M - I- -za, 

ÔL 

/ 

The illustration of rriy book require 

the preparation,of a large number of draw-

ings of iraplsraents, ornaments^ pottery ^ 

other artifacts of the Pal/olithic, Neo-

lithic and Iron Ages, mostly to be select--

Bd from ra^-'- collection sold to Govt, in 

1904. A smaller nuiraber derived from oth«Y 

sources, to illustrate types not includ(^li:^ 

in ray series, will also have to be given• 

I propose to get these drawings ;nade 

by a friend Mr.R.3?.Carey of Yercaud, who 

is a very competent draughtsman with 

artistic taste and who, having helped me 

for a long time in the classification <c 

numbering of nay specimens, has acquired 

an insight into archaeological principles • 

and will therefore be able to execute 
) ' 

the drawings with very much less instruc-

tion from me than would be absolutely 

necessary if an artist unacquainted v/iti 

such objects were employed and had to be 

taught what features to make prominent 

in his drawings and what to treat as suTj.̂  

ordinate. / 
Mr.Carey is pure English, a gentle-

man by birth and a person I can implicitA.^ 

trust to keep safely the most valuable 

specimens confided to his care. The num-

ber of drawings required is so large -^ir 

they will occupy him for many weeks and 

for this reason I wish to be allowed to 

take a number of specimens up to the :.illS 

where 

1 

c / 
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where he could draw them far "better and 
raore rapidly than in the Museum building 
where there is no possible accornmodation 
for an artist. The objections which v;ere 
made against ray taking specimens for 
illustration to England cannot apply 
equally to their removal to an inland 
station in India for there is no sea 
risk to be incurred and in the transit 
to Yercaud the parcel of specimens need 
never be out of ray sight and the same 
precaution can be adopted when returnirg 
•i 
Ithem to the Museum. V/hile on the hills i 
ithey would be in perfect safety under my 
•roof where Mr. Carey would do the drawing 

?ir.Ca.̂ ey's health is very poor and he 
could not possible'- stand the hot weather 
in Madras, even if living down here v/̂ ew 
not a serious difficulty because of its 
heavy expense which would have to fall 
upon me, who can very ill afford it, in 
view of the heavy outlay I shall have 
to incur in the ijublication of my book, 

« 

If I am allowed to take the specimerB 
requiring to be drawn up to Yercaud that 
-expense need not be incurred. I propose 
I taking the specimens to Yercauc^jy in-
! 
stalments, the second not gOing up till 
the first ?iad come b^ck to the Kusem, 

I am very anxious not to incur the 
expense above referred to as I greatly 
wish to visit Calcutta in order to study 
the naps of India, published by the Sur-
vey of India-, and see which will be the 
most suitable for me to adopt as basis 
on v/hich to lav dovm the nan:/' sites of the 

i.J' 
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O- a the Pal/clithic, Neolithic and early 
I:|fron ages I have to notice in ray work. 
I hopis to get the permission of the Govt 
of India to have such amended raap'printedl 
"by the Survey Deptt. and to pu'blish it 
with my book. There is one of their maps 
which viill I think suit ray purpose very 
well but I crannot renera,ber its title or 
scale so cannot order iti moreover there 

some map® of yet later publication, 
that I am still imacciUainted with,which 
might be even rao re suitable. 

I also wish juuch to renev/ my acq,uaint^ 
ance with the Prehistorics in the GalcuttSu 
Museum for among them may be types not 
in iiy own collection, that I might wicj). 
to figure. 

The Calcutta Libraries will also en-
gage ray attention when up there as I micik/l" 
very probably find in them many archae o-
logical books not existing in the J/üadras 
Libraries, works v/hich owing to ray long 
illness I was unable to consult before I 
left England and which it is very import^? 
for me to become acciuainted with. 

If ray finances will permit of it I 
greatly wish to extend ray trip to Lahore 
to see v/hat roay exist in the Museum therfc 
which I have been told is very rich in 
objects of great ajitÍQ.uity but my infor-
mant co'iild not tell me whether they were 
bona fide prehistorics or only of very 
archaic Buddliist origin. 

In Calcutta I exî ect to be able to 
ascertain whether there are any ̂ -oaal 

Museums 

7 
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liuseums anywhere aloput that should "be 

visited as a precautionary measure. 

In Southern Iridia I only know of two 

•'Juseuras for certain, the Central in Hadro^ 

and the small Bangalore Museum which 

possesses a very small )5ut choice col-

lection of Prehistorics . Whether one 

exists at T r ^ V i n i c ^ y T dont know, "but it 

may have sprung up within the last tvfent^.-

years. 

Of private collections in Bouth » 

India I know of two only "both of whic5j. 

I hope to examine very shortly. The sum 

of fiOO 'S^was advanced to me in 1898 to-

wards the expenses of the catalogue 

raisonoe of ray collection which catalogu^^' 

was seen hy Kr . Rea in 1904 "before the 

arbitration took place to f i x the price 

to "be paid for the collection and an 

,? /i/fv/'f..̂ --- /̂ j-^-bridged copy was furnished to him when 

' ' taking over the specimen!^. 

The la"bour of laying out, classify-

ing and num"bering the thousand» of 

/ specimens was very great and all the 

more so as it had to "be done in small 

rooms. This had to he followed hy the 

second and perrmnent n\im"bering (in oil 

paint) of all the specimens, a very loig 

and tedious operation ¿r. especially so 

with regard to the minute specimens. For 

these purposes I had to employ and pay 

various assistants for many months. This 

bought up the cost of preparing ray cata-

logue and collection to viell over 3000^-5 

mtsn in Madras in 1899 ic 1900 I pre-

pared at Mr.Thurston's suggestion, a 

I-
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Yi^-x-^ a catalogue raisonce of the Fuaeum col-
lection of Prehistoric. I undertook 
this Y/ith the object of studying the 
specimens it contained, heing under the 
impression that the spocimens then ex-
hilDited formed the entire collection, & 
that a fortnight's work would easily 
finish it, "but so many fresh and t.efore 
unseen specimens were forthcoming that 
the work occupied me fully seven months 
including the time taken in preparing 
the specimens for exhibition, the great 
majority "being encrusted with tenacious . 
red mud which had to "be very carefully 
washed off, an operation which I perforwt. 
ed myself because of the extreme brittle 
ness of the pots and sherds many hundred 
in niinber. A further long time was taken 
up in making a fair copy of of my rough 
manuscript and getting it printed and 
then correcting the proof sheets k also 
the proof of the photographic plates the , 
preparation of which had obliged me to ' 
make a second visit to Madras. 

Of the seven months work devoted by 
me to the Museum Prehistoric Catalogue 
four were spent in Madras at an expense 

k 
to rae of more than above mĵ  ordi-
nary rate of living, while my own cata-
logue work was entirely in abeyance duri>^ 
the whole seven months. 

T?ie T̂ '̂useum Prehistoric catalogue was 

so favouravly received by the leading 

English Archaeologists and Ethnologists 

and brought me so much coiirtssy from thsrvifv. 
when 
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when at home in 1902 that I could not j 

"but expect some friendly recognition "by 

the >Tadras GoYt. of the labour it had s»« 

cost me hut none came J No "body can re-

gret more than I do the Blow progress I 

have made with catalogue raiso^e and my 

book. The difficulties connected with 

the preparation of the collection and 

the great labour of arranging and number 

irig it I have already pointed out. 

Another very great cause of delay was 

the great poverty in arc]iaeological work 

of reference of the Madras Libraries, a 

poverty I found out by painful experi-

ence. of the standard English and 

American works were not available for 

comparison. The immense size of the anti" 

quarian literature to be dealt with,even 

if only books and papers in^the English 

language be considered, seems to be very 

little knoy/n and realized, but when 

aiming at an approach to completeness 

in the treatment of the Prehistory of 

India it becomes impossible to neglect 

altogether the .archaeological literature 

of the continent the aggregate of which 

in Prench, Gerrian, Swedish, Danish, Dutc/w 

Italian, Spanish, Portuguese, Hungarian, 

Cozech, Russian ¿c Modern Greek, far ex-

ceeds ±J&e English while Japanese has aOsö 

lately entered the Arena and well deserved 

attention. 

In eadh of these langimges are 

journals and transactions of important 

arcl-oaeological societies'well worthy of 

close study but practically unknovm and 
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jand unrepresisnted in the Fadras LiTirarie?. 

With the exception of a very few volu/»wA$ 

these "bodies of Antiquarian lore are 

pletely wanting^disregard^jd and prohahly 

largely unknown. The series of journals 

of iiiany of the societies are very costly 

and very hard to procure hut are abso-

lutely essential to every real student 

and where they are imperfect the stiidsnt 

is fearfully handicapped. 

A great difficiilty which is now af-

fecting me is the absence of any rooin in 

the Museum in which collection could 

he exhibited and no table cases or up-

right cases in which to display the speci-

mens. In the absence of such accommoda-

ticn there is a great probability of the 

illustrations to my book being ready lon^ 

before the specimens can be exhibited, 

for till the specimens can be unpacked 

the drawing of them cannot be cormnenced. 

R.Bruce Foote 
F.iS^.S. S ' .A .I . /t! 
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Memorandum of" interview with Mr. Bruce 
]?oote on 6th jj'e'bruary 1906. 

' • J 

Page 5 OR CT.O.HOS.344-345 Edl, 
dalî d 6th June 1904. 

C-) 

(B) 

(s) 

u Para.3 of letter No.524 Edl. 
dated 23rd August 1904. y/, 

Under clause (5) of the Agreement 
with the Secretary of State Mr. Poote has 
to complete a Catalogue Baisonn^ of the 
prehistorics in the Museiom at the expense-' 
of the Secretary of State if his collec-
tion is not purchased; otherwise at his 
own expense. He has, it is londerstood, 
completed this part of the iindertakihg in 
18997 

He complains however that as it took ''' 
71" months to complete it was more than he 
•bargained for and than caji "be reasonably 
deemed to be within the Agreement with 
the Secreta27y of State. H;as this question 
been ever raised? 

There are apparently four points ; 
which he desires to have orders o n — # i' 

I. Permission to talce the specimens 
to Yercaud. 

• Eoes Mr. Thurston have strong objec-
tions to his taking, say, 12 at a time? 

He says there will fee no danger from 
« 

transit as they can "be safely packed 
II. He wants assistance to the comple-

tion of his manuscripts, which is now 
taking the form of a book or as "Notes on 
Prehistoric fee. Pinds in India" or "Trea-
tise on the Prehistoric Archaeology of 
India". 

He rather claims that.he was dis-
pensed from furnishing the Catalogue 
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Eaisonne^nder the Agreement, its place 
•being talcen by this book with a separate 
grant sanctioned by the Secretary of State.Sf 
I pointed out that- apparently Governnient ^m 
wished to have his Catalogue Raisonn/ be-
fore providing any funds for the book. 
He argued long on the inutility of a Cata- I f 

logue Raisonne. I pointed out that visi-'". 
tors were entitled to a descriptive list 
of the exhibits such e.g. as the British 
Museum Catalogue of Coins etc. (a copy of 
which I showed him). 

III. On being pressed he said that if 
Government wanted the Catalogue Raisonne 
it was almost ready and could be sent in 
a very few weeks. I' -urged him to do so-
and we could see. 

IV. In the correspondence in 1903-
about a subvention for his book (G-.O. No. 

7., 95, dated 3rd March 1903) it was appa-
rently agreed that £300 should be given 
him. What communication^if any^was made 
on this point to Mr. Bruce Foote? Appa-
rently as I tal;;e it Crovernment took the 
view that no subvention would be given 
for the book till the Catalogue Raisonne'' 
was handed in. 

He was pressing on the point of his 
gratuitous benevolence in including in 
the collection sold m.any valuable speci-
mens procured after the Agreement with 
the Secretary of State was concluded; also 
on his 71 months' work on the Catald-^ue 

Hi-

of the Museum prehistorics: and that Govern 
ment ought to treat him generously. 

I 
I 
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I told him inter alia that he could 

not expect CTOvernment to purchase all the 1 

works he referred to in his Memorandum or ..-j 
jJ 

establish a library.on so special a sub- ^ 

ject at the cost of Provincial revenues. 
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Mr. B r u c e c o m p l e t e d t h e C a t a -

l o g u e o f t h e Museum c o l l e c t i o n i n 1 8 9 9 -

P l e a s e s e e h i s l e t t e i ^ ^ t e - G . O . lTo .141 E d i . , il. 

:J 

/ V . 

d a t e d S l s t M a r c h 1 9 0 0 and t h e p r i n t e d 

C a t a l o g u e p u t u p l f f e C*it6uU\ux untA fiMM^A^^^ 

( s j ^ i ^ i ^ ^ P l e a s e s e e M r . B r u c e F o o t e ' s l e t t e r 

i n CT.O. l T o . 1 4 1 E d l . , d a t e d S l s t March 

1 9 0 0 . A l s o p a r a . l 2 o f h i s D . O . d a t e d 1 7 t h 

J a n u a r y 1 9 0 3 on p a g e 5 o f t h e n o t e s i n 

CT.O. NO. 95 E d l . , d a t e d 3 r d M a r c h 1 9 0 3 , and 

D . O . t o H.M. d a t e d 1 2 t h A u g u s t 1 9 0 4 and 

H . M . ' s r e p l y d a t e d 1 5 t h A u g u s t 1 9 0 4 o n 

p a g e s 7 and 8 o f t h e n o t e s i n G . O . N o s . 

5 2 4 - 5 2 5 E d l . , d a t e d 2 3 r d A u g u s t 1 9 0 4 . . 

Co) 

Z, 

lljr. T h u r s t o n s a y s i n t h e l a s t p a r a , 

o f h i s n o t é - p a g e 12 s u p r a - t h a t h e " p r e -

f e r s t h a t t h e d r a w i n g s b e made a t t h e 

Museum" . He d o e s n o t t h u s seem t o h a v e 

s t r o n g o b j e c t i o n s t o M r . B r u c e ' IToote ' s 

t a k i n g away 12 s p e c i m e n s a t á t i m e u n d e r 

p r o p e r p r e c a u t i o n s . S h o u l d Mr . Thiurston . 

"be a g a i n a s k e d ? 

S u b m i t t e d t h a t G o v e r n m e n t o r i g i n a l l y , 

s a i d t h e y w o u l d b e p r e p a r e d t o recomjnend 

t h e g r a n t t o t h e S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e - D .O , ' 

d a t e d 2 7 t h J a n u a r y 1 9 0 3 o n p a g e 7 o f t h e 

n o t e s i n G . O . N o . 9 5 , d a t e d 3 r d March 1 9 0 3 - | 

b u t o n m u t U t H o f t h e S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e ' s c 

p e i T m i s s i o n t o p a y t h e g r a n t t h e y d e c i d e d 

t h a t t h e p e r m i s s i o n s h o u l d n o t b e c o m m u n i -

c a t e d t o Mr . i^oo te t i l l t h e C a t a l o g u e 

•Raisonne was o u t o f t h e way - n o t p s i n / 

CT.O. N O . 2 9 6 E d l . , d a t e d 1 8 t h Jione- 1903". 

A l s o 
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Also paj?a.3 of /fl/' D.O. dated 28tli Decern-" | 
"ber 1903 on page 6 of the notes in a.O. 
No. 105 Edl., dated 12th jpeloruary 1904. 

Please see para.2 of the Secretary's 
note dated 20th August 1904 and para.2 of 
H.M. 's orders^ on page 10 of the notes in". 
CT.O. NOS. 524-525, dated 23rd August 1904, ' 

0 Please see/Blsupra. 
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Bead Memorandiim by Mr. 
.J 

¡ a iJl f y u u i > \ f f t i U a u * ^ 

Bruce jiod-fce 

Sducational Department 

i ) ' 

I ; o A .: •• ' ' 

In order to enable llr. Bruce ]?oote 
to complete the Catalogue' Baisonne of the 
collection of prehistorlcs purchased from..̂  
him by the Government for the Madras 
'central Museum, Mr. Bruce J'oote will be^ 
informed that the Government will have no 
objection,subject to the conditions speci- j 

^ i e d below, to his removing to liercaud . 
\ ^ i m e n s from the collection for the pur- .i 
pose of having drawings of them prepared 
.to illustrate the catalogue if he con-
siders that illustrations will render the 
catalogue m-ore useful, as well as to illus-
trate hi® proposed bool?^"Prehistorxc 
Archaeology in India", if he decides to 
bring out that work when the catalogue is 

finished. ' > 
The conditions on which specim_ens 

may be are these : -
(1) that not more than twelve speci-

mens are removed from or are out of the 
Museum at a time, • 

(3) that the illustrations of th©m 
are made by Mî - Carey at Mr. Bruce ?oote's . 
house at Yercaud. 

2. Subject to the above conditions, 
the Superintendent, Government•Museum, 
will be instructed to send to Bruce 
?oote aa desired the specimens which he 
may rlquire from time to time. It will 
te convenient -if Mr. Bruce ?oote indicate^i 



J 

0 

I 
f;: 

To 

L 

so fcir as he can the specimens he requires 
to be sent to him before he leaves Madras. 

3. The Government will "be glad to 
have as soon as possible the Catalogue 
Raisonne of the collection. • 

4. No other orders on the points 
raised or alluded to in the Mem-orandum 
read above appear to be necessary at pre-
sent. ' 

G.S.]?. 
23-S-06. 

H. Bruce Poote Esq / 
The Superintenedent, Govt. Museum. 
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: H e ' t u r u e d f o r s i g n a t u r e . 

D o s p a t c l i e d i n p r i n t . 

liiAD AB^JS C4.0., Ho. 

% 

DMES) 

i Order compiste. 

I ^ t e r o u l , . 

Ordflr compietegli i d i L«ttw, 
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Is' ' I 
•¿•»OtOSUSM TO C. Ko . 

JrVXS. O f G o r £ K > - J I B } i T 

LBTTSR QI LiOTEKN-5!B>'r, 

STATMRS-T -WITH runci, 

i r i n s SOT IT , JiMK« «EAST 10* MSrATOW 

Tf.n.— , 

A, == Pr int i l l fu l l . 
B i i o t to bs printed, 
r ae Pr iut !iijflfrac1,4niy. 
Q n t r i - i i i t iieadihg only. 


	2347
	2348
	2349
	2350
	2351
	2352
	2353
	2354
	2355
	2356
	2357
	2358
	2359
	2360
	2361
	2362
	2363
	2364
	2365
	2366
	2367
	2368
	2369
	2370
	2371
	2372
	2373
	2374
	2375
	2376
	2377
	2378
	2379
	2380
	2381
	2382
	2383

